INTERNATIONAL

FLYING FARMER
July/August 2014

Volume 68, Number 47

IFF Queen’s Weekend - page 16

Chapter Conventions

Minnkota page 22

Michigan/Ohio page 24

Tri State page 26

2014 - 15 Calendar of Events
August 2014
1-2 – IFF Convention Pre Tour -- Train/Bus Trip to Glenwood Springs
3-6 – IFF Convention -- Embassy Suites -- Loveland, Colorado
7 – IFF Convention Post Tour -- Denver City Tour
September 2014
12-14 – Ontario Convention -- Comfort Inn Lundy’s Lane, Niagara Falls, ON
phone: 866-858-9040 by August 10th
22-26 – Rails & Tales Bus Tour of NH, Leaving from Allentown, PA
October 2014
17-18 – Region III Tour--Quality Inn & Suites--Litchfield, IL 217-324-9260 by
October 1st
January 2015
12-14 – IFF Workshop -- Navarre Best Western -- Navarre, FL

850-939-9400

April 2015
10-12 – Alberta Convention
17-19 – Manitoba Convention
May 2015
15-17 – Mid-Atlantic Convention -- Crisfield, MD
June 2015
5-6 – Tri State Convention -- Richland, WA

If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH
PHONE NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to
the IFF Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL 61854
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use. Members
and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers,
Directors, or Chapter Officers.
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Official Reports

President’s Report
I saw something glittery on top
of Queen Pat Amdor’s head. It
reminded me of how I like to
crunch on ice cubes. Ahhh!

By Wendell Rust
Indiana Flying Farmer

hangar. The snow and ice sticks
between my toes. Brrrr. And
when it gets above 95 degrees I
get to sleep in the hangar,
because the dehumidifier keeps
I loved being petted and babied it nice and cool.
by Duchess Carol Detje.
Ruuuuff?
I like to go to the end of the
We have always acknowledged that
runway with Wendell and play
the International Flying Farmers is I really liked Doug Lewis and his corn cob golf. I’m really fast. I
a family oriented organization. Any friend Emily who kept me can catch and retrieve over a
immediate member of an IFF
company for a long time. Yip. hundred corn cobs faster than
family membership is automatically
Wendell can serve them up. It
a member of the Flying Farmers
I
knew
Gordon
Beidler
was
a
makes his elbow sore. He’s
organization. Therefore, Rusty is
a member of the IFF. Rusty “IFF dog person” the minute I getting kind of slow.
demonstrates a lot of interest in laid brown eyes on him.
I have to run. I’m flying to
flying, so I thought I would let Rusty
write my last article from his The music sounded good, but I Florida. Most dogs don’t have
perspective.
couldn’t see anything. Arrrf.
their own plane and pilot. When
we get to the Milton airport, I
By Rusty:
I thought the food smells were get to ride with my head out of
Woof, I’m glad to be in a Flying really great. Ummm!
the window all the way to
Farmers’ family. I love to fly. And
Navarre Beach. My ears blow
I hate it when the plane takes off
I think Randy Klotz looks like he and it looks like I am flying. I
from the farm strip without me.
needs a good farm dog. can’t wait to jump into the surf.
I like to watch planes fly overhead. Somebody who is always happy I don’t know why everyone who
to see him.
has a dog doesn’t join the Flying
Farmers.
In my very first year, I have flown
to Florida eight times. By the third I always help after a fly in by
trip to Florida, I already had the running around the hangar floor, See you at the next fly-in, and
right hangar door memorized at the picking crumbs up off the floor keep your tail behind you. Drop
airport. I like to dognap a lot on after everyone goes home.
some crumbs on the floor just
long trips.
for me. Wooof!
I saw Cathy Scherler taking
I especially liked all the Flying
family photographs. I like to By Wendell:
Farmers at the IFF President’s
chew up pictures. I didn’t make Joyce and Rusty and I wish to
Dinner and Chapter Convention,
it into any of the family thank the International Flying
and I will list why:
photographs. But if I can get Farmers’ organization and the
hold of her camera, I don’t think Indiana Flying Farmers Chapter
I loved Mary Gruber’s scarf. She
she can catch me.
for the opportunity to be a part
smells good too. Gruuuff!
of and serve such a great
When it gets below 10 degrees, organization for so many years.
I get to sleep in the airplane We hope to see you at the next
4
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Queen’s Report
By Pat Amdor
Illinois Flying Farmer
feed you, show you their part
of the country and even give up
their own beds for you. North
America has some beautiful
scenery. Coming from flat
Illinois, I am always amazed at
the mountains and the coasts.
It has been a very busy year and Every part of the continent has
often a little stressful because I its own special beauty.
seem to get behind. However,
it has been very exciting and I’ve Thank you for allowing me to
traveled a lot. It has been great represent International Flying
seeing old friends and meeting Farmers and thank you for
new people. Being in the office, making me feel so special.
I see members’ names on a daily Thanks to all the members who
basis and it has been wonderful welcomed me into their homes
to put faces with names of and thanks to all the chapters
who covered my registrations
people I hadn’t met.
and the ones who also covered
IFF is such a wonderful family my hotel rooms.
and family organization. Flying
Farmers make you feel at home I hope to see many of you at
wherever you go.
They the IFF Convention in Loveland,
welcome you into their homes, Colorado!
President Wendell Rust. The
middle of May took me to
Astoria, Oregon for the Tri State
convention. The last weekend
in May was my IFF Queen’s
weekend.

This has been an amazing year.
It has been a honor to represent
the International Flying Farmers
as your Queen. I have traveled
from the East Coast to the West
Coast this year attending chapter
conventions.
In September, I attended the
Ontario convention in Parry
Sound. October took me to Mio,
Michigan for the Region III Tour.
November and December were
spent at home. In January I
traveled to Tucson, Arizona for
the IFF Workshop. Following
that, I attended the Arizona
Annual Meeting in Mesa.
February is a great month to get
away from Illinois, so I went to
the Snowbird Fly-In in
Bradenton, Florida. In April I
went to Red Deer, Alberta for
the Alberta Flying Farmers
convention. Then I traveled to
Flemington, New Jersey for the
Mid-Atlantic Convention where
IFF MOY and WOY George and
Judy Conard were honored. On
the way home from New Jersey,
I stopped in Nappanee, Indiana
for
the
Indiana/Illinois
convention and to honor IFF

My Family - Back L to R: Tricia & Zach Campbell, Charlie, James & Amanda Amdor.
Front L to R: Claire, Ian & Ryan Campbell, IFF Queen Pat, Morgan & Riley Amdor.
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Duchess’s Report
By Carol Detje
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

for 4 miles. We are all okay and
our families are too. Lots of
trees are gone and houses have
roofs missing. Trees fell on
houses but no one was hurt.
Everyone is thankful for being
th
On June 30 , an EF-2 tornado alive. Cleanup has started.
went through Traer with
estimated peak winds of 120 I attended the Minnkota
mph and a path 150 yards wide convention which was great!

They had a good attendance and
lots of wonderful entertainment.
As I’ve said before, if you don’t
go to other chapter conventions,
you miss a lot of good
fellowship. Everyone made me
feel so special. I installed the
new officers. I want to thank
the Minnkota chapter for
everything.

The Ag Network

John Jenkinson
If you want to stay up on
the latest market and
news information, tune to
one of the affiliates of The
Ag Network
If you’re not near one of our
television or radio stations, for
internet video go to http://
www.westernkansasnews.com/
the-ag-network/
for audio go to
www.theagnetwork.com/
audio
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RADIO
KBUF am
2500 watt
Garden City KS
Farm/Talk
KKJQ fm
100,000 watt
Dodge City/Garden City KS Country/Farm
KSKL fm
100,000 watt
Scott City KS
Adult Hits
KSKZ fm
100,000 watt
Copeland KS
Hit radio
KWKR fm
100,000 watt
Leoti KS
Classic Rock
KULY am
1000 watt
Ulysses KS
Classic Country
KFXX fm
50,000 watt
Hugoton KS
Pop Hits
KDDC am
1000 watt
Dodge City KS
Classic Country/Sports
KKDT fm
50,000 watt
Ness City KS
Red Dirt
KATR fm
100,000 watt
Otis, CO
Country/Farm
KRDZ am
5000 watt
Wray CO
Classic Rock
KFTM am
1000 watt
Fort Morgan CO
Classic Rock/Hometown
KRMO am
2500 watt
Monett MO
Farm
KDDD am
1000 watt
Dumas TX
Farm/Talk
KFLP am
250 watt
Floydada TX
Farm/Talk
KJFM fm
3700 watt
Bolling Green/Louisiana MO (pending) Country
WRAM am
1000 watt
Monmouth IL
Farm/Talk/music
WAIK am
5000 watt
Galesburg IL
Nostalgia
KDNS fm
28,000 watt
Downs KS
Country
KNEC fm
23,000 watt
Yuma, CO
Local programming
KSTC am
1000 watt
Sterling, CO
KFNF fm
100,000 watt
Oberlin, KS
Country/Farm
TELEVISION
KSNW Channel 3
Wichita KS
NBC
KSNG Channel 11
Garden City KS
NBC
KSNC Channel 2
Great Bend KS
NBC
KSNK Channel 8
Oberlin KS/McCook NE
NBC
KSNL Channel 28
Salina KS
NBC
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Farmerette’s Report
By Alexis Taylor
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

Everyone has memories of summertime – family vacations, picnics, cook-outs. Summer has been the
inspiration for many popular songs. Can you remember the artist who sang each of the summery songs
below?
A.

Bryan Adams

B.

Bananarama

C.

John Trivolta &
Olivia Newton-John

D. Nat King Cole
E.

Don Henley

F. The Lovin’ Spoonful
G. Clint Black

___ 1. In The Summertime
___ 2. Summertime Blues (1958)
___ 3. Cruel Summer
___ 4. All Summer Long (2008)
___ 5. Summer Breeze
___ 6. Hot Fun In The Summertime
___ 7. Summertime

H. Mungo Jerry

___ 8. Those Lazy, Hazy, Crazy
Days of Summer

I. The Beach Boys

___ 9. Summer of ‘69

J. Ella Fitzgerald &
Louis Armstrong

___ 10. The Boys of Summer

K. Percy Faith Orchestra
L.

Eddie Cochran

M. Kid Rock
N. Seals & Crofts
O. Sly & The Family
Stone

___ 11. Summer Nights
___ 12. Summer In The City
___ 13. All Summer Long (1964)
___ 14. Theme From “A Summer
Place”
___ 15. Summer’s Comin’

ANSWERS on Page 15
July/August 2014
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Technology Trends
by Tricia Campbell
daughter of Pat Amdor
Illinois Flying Farmer
Do You Dropbox?
If you deal with computer files
(Word documents, digital
pictures, spreadsheets, etc) and
you need to access them from
multiple locations, a cloud
storage like Dropbox is exactly
what you need.
Cloud computing means that the
programs or files you’re using
are stored in the “cloud”, which
is really a server somewhere in
the world that you can access
via an internet browser. This
means that no matter where you
are, if you have access to the
internet, you can access your
files if they are saved in the
cloud.
Personally, before using the
cloud for file storage, this might
be a typical problem:

3.
4.

5.
That’s

and download (save) the
document to my home
computer.
Edit the document and
re-save it to my home
computer with changes.
From
my
home
computer, e-mail myself
and attach the document
so I can retrieve it at work
the next day.
From my work computer,
access e-mail and open
the finished document.
a LOT of steps!

documents,
6,000
PDF
documents, or 1,000 photos
(depending on size).
To use Dropbox, the first step is
to visit www.dropbox.com and
create an account. This account
will have a username, normally
your e-mail address, and a
password of your choice. As
with all things, don’t forget the
username and password that
you create! At this point, you
officially have a Dropbox
account but the only way to use
it is to log in through a browser
and upload files to your folder.
This isn’t any easier than
attaching files to an e-mail
message so this doesn’t really
save you much time. The BEST
way to utilize Dropbox is to not
only create the free online
account but to DOWNLOAD the
free software onto each
computer that you regularly use.

There’s also the flash drive
solution (fewer steps) where at
work I would save the document
to a flash drive, remove the drive
and take it home with me, insert
the drive at home and finish the
document, and remove that
drive to take back to work with
me the next day. This method
is much easier, unless you forget
the flash drive at home when
you really need that document
at work (which I did….many When you DOWNLOAD and
INSTALL Dropbox on your
times!).
computer, you have a local file
location
called
The solution that works best for storage
“Dropbox”
on
each
computer.
me is Dropbox. Dropbox offers
2GB of storage for free with a Just change your saving habits.
basic account and you can pay If you would normally save a file
for additional storage if needed. to “My Documents” or “Desktop”,
To compare, a 2GB flash drive begin saving your documents to
is about $8.00 and will hold “Dropbox”. When you do so,
around
30,000
Word you can move to any other
computer on which you have

I’ve typed a Word document on
my computer at work but didn’t
have time to finish it and need
to finish it at home. I’ll have to
get that document home
somehow…
The e-mail solution:
1. From my work computer,
compose an e-mail to
myself and attach the
document that I’ll need to
finish at home.
2. From
my
home
computer, access e-mail
8
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Computer Trivia
installed Dropbox and open the
1. RIM (the BlackBerry operating system company) co-CEO and
file from its Dropbox folder.
cofounder Mike Lazaridis dropped out of college to start his own
If you need help, visit company. He did so after reading Microsoft’s founder, Bill Gates’,
www.dropbox.com and click the book.
Help link at the bottom. On the 2. The first hard disk drive was created in 1979 by Seagate. Its
help page are answers to capacity was a whopping (not) 5 MB.
Frequently Asked Questions as 3. HP, Google, Microsoft, and Apple have one thing in common
well as the option to Take a Tour
– apart from the obvious that they are IT companies. They were
of Dropbox. And there’s always
the YouTube way. Head on over all started in garages.
to www.youtube.com and search 4. The 12 engineers at IBM that developed the IBM PC had a
for “Dropbox tutorial” and watch code name – “The Dirty Dozen”.
some videos. Good luck!
5. The first and still the oldest domain name to be registered is
Symbolics.com, it was created on March 15th, 1985.
6. Most Central Processing Units (CPU’s) are sold as a bit slower
than they actually run. By over-clocking them you can get them
to run faster – for free.
7. The first micro-processor was the 4004, Intel had originally
designed it for a calculator and no one had any idea to what it
would lead.

July/August 2014
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Special Feature

Watermelon Farming
by Joel Wharton
Delmarva Flying Farmer
I’m sure all of you have been to
your local Farmer’s Market or
Grocery Store and purchased a
ripe, juicy watermelon. Have
you ever wondered how it got
there? Probably not, but I’m
going to tell you anyway.

and drip (irrigation) tape that we tape immediately. We can lay
about 20 acres of plastic per day
will put down in the spring.
with one man on the tractor and
A local farmer germinates our one man on the plastic layer.
seeds in a heat chamber for
about three days before bringing
them to the greenhouse. In the
middle of March, the germinated
It starts in October. First we seeds arrive at the greenhouse.
decide which fields we will put The seeds start breaking the soil
the melons in. Then we plant the next morning.
rye strips using a grain drill and
plugging off most of the spouts, We care for the plants in the
except for a few. The rye strips greenhouse for five weeks. We After all the plastic is laid, we
separate
the
rows
of water them as needed and start hooking up all the
watermelons that will be fertilize them a couple of times. plumbing lines so we can get
transplanted in the spring. Rye
water to the drip tape. This is
is generally about 3 ft to 4 ft tall
when we need more manpower
when mature and it acts as a
and hire extra help.
In
windbreak to give the plants
Delaware, we have an
more protection from the wind
abundance of water. In most
and makes the field warmer.
cases, we can water with a 4 inch
This gives the plants a better
well, doing approximately 14
start, and a warmer start means
acres at a time for a maximum
the plants will grow faster.
of 42 acres in a field. We can
Meanwhile, we start preparing water the whole field in a 24
In January or February, we order the fields. We till up the ground hour period in 3 zones, using
seeds and supplies. We usually between the rye strips with a 7 approximately 200 gallons/
plant
1,500
seedless foot rototiller pulled by a tractor, minute.
watermelon seeds and 300 so, basically one row at a time,
pollinator (seeded) seeds/acre. several times, until ready. We The
last
step
before
We also order the black plastic then broadcast fertilizer and start transplanting is to apply
laying the black plastic and drip herbicide and burn-down
(Gromoxone) which will kill any
remaining weeds and the rye.
10
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The rye will continue to stand
for several weeks after
transplanting is complete. Then
we seriously hope for a rain to
wash any remaining residue off
the plastic before we start to
transplant. In past years, we
have had to go in with a sprayer
and spray water to rinse off the
plastic. This is a very time
consuming, as you can imagine.
We usually start transplanting
after the full moon in April, if
weather permits. This usually
keeps us safe from frost, but not
always. We have had a frost
around the first of May, but the
black plastic holds heat and
where the plant is poked
through the plastic, heat escapes
and protects the plants
somewhat. This is still a very
tense time.
We plant with 2 tractors,
involving a driver and 2 or 3
workers on the transplanters.
On one transplanter, the workers
only plant seedless melons. On
the other transplanter (the 3
seater) the workers plant both
seedless and seeded (pollinator)
melons. You must have seeded
melons, or pollinators, in the

Special Feature

everything else, the price seems
to go up every year. This year,
field so the plants can crosswe are renting bumble bees
pollinate and produce seedless
instead of honey bees. We’ve
melons. We don’t need many,
heard that they work just as well
but their location is extremely
and are not as scarce as honey
important. As you can imagine,
bees.
transplanting is a slow process.
The tractor goes as slow as you
When the vines start to grow off
can walk. On a good day, we
the plastic, we start spraying a
can transplant around 12 acres
fungicide every 7 to 10 days.
of melon plants.
We do this with a 60 foot boom
sprayer and usually apply 20
gallons of water per acre. We
also spray an insecticide as
needed. We have to be very
careful
when
spraying
insecticides because of the bees.
We usually spray in the late
afternoon to early evening when
the bees return to the hives. We
Next, we start the water and
can also run insecticides and
flush out the lines. We also fix
liquid fertilizer through the drip
leaks and any damage done
tape to immediately get to the
from transplanting.
root zone.
Unless we have weed problems,
we usually don’t need a lot of
help from this point until
harvest. We have a Field Scout
who stops by at least once a
week to advise us on insect
pressure and the overall health
of the plants.

Harvest usually starts around the
15th to 20th of July (about the
same time as IFF Convention).
The earliest melons get the
highest price. Then the price
starts to fall as more melons are
harvested and supply is greater.

Around the first week of June,
the bee hives are delivered to
the fields. We rent the hives and
usually need 1 and ½ hives per
acre. Last year, the hives cost
$75.00 per hive. But like

Our harvesters and cutters are
generally Hispanic and work
their way north from Florida as
watermelons ripen. We deal with
the same crew leader and he is
responsible for hiring and paying
the workers. Housing is always

July/August 2014
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a problem, but they always seem
to find places to rent or worst
case scenario, rent a motel
room. The harvesters and
cutters have a hard job and work
long hours, seven days a week,
in terrible heat. But when the
crops are plentiful, they make
enough money to make the trip
profitable.

Special Feature

pound. A poor price would be
6 to 8 cents per pound. We pay
the harvesters about 2 and a
quarter cents per pound. The
Farmers’ Co-op gets a 3% fee.
A good overall harvest weight
would be 60,000 to 80,000
pounds per acre for the season.

much. This really helps the vines
recover from being trampled on
during harvesting. Too much
nitrogen could cause the next
fruit to go hollow, which means
the heart of the melon will split
and could be cause for rejection
from the buyer. In another week
to 10 days, we can harvest again. Around the end of September
If we can get 4 or 5 cuttings off to the middle of October, we will
The cutters are both men and of a field, that’s a good year.
spray and kill the field. After
women. The first cut is the
everything is dead, we mow the
“crown” cut, which is the most We load the melons on old field. We have an apparatus that
difficult. They have to make school buses that have had the goes down each row and lifts
sure the melons are ripe. First, sides cut out and the seats and cuts the plastic from the dirt
they look at the color of the rind, removed. These are usually a to make it easier to pick up.
which tends to get lighter green. cheap vehicle for us to use. Then workers put the plastic and
Then they will roll the melon Buses hold about 18,000 to drip tape in piles by hand. We
over to look at the belly which 20,000 pounds of melons. It load the plastic with a tractor on
should be yellow. Last, they will takes 2 and a half buses to load to trucks and haul it to the
follow the vine to where it meets a tractor trailer.
landfill. You would think
the runner for a piece we call
someone would find a way to
the Curly-Q or pig tail. This will After the buses leave the field, recycle the plastic, but with all
be brown when the melon is they go to a local Farmers’ Co- the weeds and dirt that stays
ripe. They will cut the melon op that we have in town where tangled in it, it would be difficult
from the vine and roll it over. buyers have packing sheds. The to recycle.
The harvesters come behind the buses are weighed in, unloaded
cutters and pick up all the cut and graded. Any rejected After the fields are cleaned up,
melons and load them on buses. melons are put back on the bus. we plant wheat for the following
Occasionally, the cutter will cut The bus then weighs out and year and look for the next year’s
open a melon to make sure it is returns to the farm to have the watermelon fields.
ripe. If the melons are not ripe, rejects unloaded. We feed the
the buyer will condemn the load rejects to the hogs. If there are So as you can see, a lot of
and no one gets paid.
too many rejects, the melons planning and physical labor goes
are thrown in the woods to rot. in to growing watermelons, as
We usually have a second cutting
well as a lot of risk. So enjoy
6 days later. After the second We are paid by weight. A very eating watermelons and think of
cutting, we run nitrogen through good price would be 12 to 14 us every time you eat a ripe,
the drip tape, being careful to cents per pound. A fair price juicy melon!
give them enough, but not too would be 9 to 11 cents per
12
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Special Feature

The Sossaman Family Chronicles
by Jamie Sossaman
Arizona Flying Farmer
Thanks to the Sossaman/
Sossamon Family Association we
can trace our roots back to the
1500’s in Germany. To a great
extent, many of the family
members have been involved in
agriculture, in Germany as well
as the U.S. But for the purposes
of this article, I will start this
story in the mid 1800’s.
My great-grandfather was a
farmer and wagon maker in
Arkansas. When the Civil War
began, he started making
wagons for the Confederate
Army and was paid in
Confederate money.
My
grandfather, Jasper James
Sossaman, was a courier for the
Confederate Army in the last
years of the war. Like many
others after the war was over,
they
found
that
their
Confederate money had no
value, so they had to start over.
According to family lore, he
went West and became a buffalo
hunter to earn a living.
By 1896, he, his wife and three
children, were living and
farming in Winniewood, OK. My
father, Jasper Harvey, was born
there on March 25, 1897. My
grandmother never quite
recovered from his birth, so his
closest sibling, his sister
14

Florence, raised him. She was The summer of 1922 was a
about 16 years old at that time. fateful one for my mother Faith
Mather and my father Jap as they
By 1899, they had moved on to met for the first time. Faith
Galveston, TX where they had a loved to read and always
hog farm, using the mangrove brought books with her when
islands in Matagorda Bay to she spent the weekends with her
allow the hogs to roam freely, father, Dan, who was farming
The hogs ate the roots of the one of the pieces of land he
mangroves
to
survive. rented from Mr. Rittenhouse.
Unfortunately, just as the While servicing the pumps, Jap
operation was getting started, a would see her reading, and
major hurricane went through finally got up enough nerve to
the area in 1900 and wiped out ask to borrow a book. But the
all of the hogs and killing friendship was almost over
thousands of people. After that, before it began, because when
they moved farther north to her father, Dan, found out that
Catula, TX where they started Jap was a southerner, he forbid
farming again.
her to have anything to do with
him.
Dan was a devout
In 1917, my dad joined the Navy northerner and didn’t trust
and served two years during anyone from the south. But love
WWI on a diesel powered mine won out and they were married
sweeper. After the war was in 1926 after eloping to
over, he rejoined his family Flagstaff, AZ.
which had acquired two
homesteads in what was then They moved to California where
Rittenhouse (now Queen Creek), Jap worked for a pump company
AZ; unfortunately, his father had that serviced the water wells that
died in Phoenix in the influenza provided water to the city of Los
epidemic in 1918. Since he was Angeles. By 1928, tempers had
already a trained diesel engine cooled and the couple returned
operator and all of the irrigation to Rittenhouse and settled on the
pumps were powered by diesel farm where Jap went into
engines, he was quickly hired by partnership with his older
Charlie Rittenhouse to maintain brother, Lee.
the many pumps used to irrigate
his thousands of acres under In 1932, their first and only child
cultivation.
was born, James J. (Jamie). I
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spent my boyhood on the farm,
Special Feature
attended elementary school in
what is now called Queen Creek receiving my wings and
and High School in Chandler (14 commission in 1953, Sue and I
miles to the west).
were married and I was
immediately shipped to Japan
After WWII, my dad decided he flying WWII era PBM seaplanes.
wanted to learn to fly. After he After 6 months I returned to
got his pilot’s license, he bought Alameda Air Station (near San
an Aercoupe. He soon decided Francisco); there we were given
the Aercoupe was not big extensive training in the latest,
enough for his needs, so he (and last) seaplane the Navy ever
traded it in on an A model developed; the P5M-2 was
Beechcraft Bonanza. By this equipped with the latest in
time, they were farming not only electronic and surveillance gear.
in Arizona, but Colorado and After 6 months of training, we
New Mexico; the Bonanza stood were again sent to Iwakuni,
him in good stead in traveling Japan to work our magic around
between the three states. This the Korean Peninsula as well as
was also the time that Jap and the Russian coast.
Faith became charter members
of the Arizona Flying Farmers, In 1956, Sue and I made the
members of the National Flying decision to move back to the
Farmers and eventually, the farm as soon as my active duty
International Flying Farmers. A obligation was completed. My
bit of FF trivia: in the summer dad retired from farming a few
of 1949 Jap was asked to fly the years later. He and his brother
reigning Miss America, Jacque had separated their partnership
Mercer who was from Arizona, and he had taken over the sole
to the National Convention. He operation of the Queen Creek
always joked that she was the and New Mexico farms. While
first Flying Farmer Queen!
farming in the ‘60’s, ‘70’s and
‘80’s, I became active in politics,
In 1949, I caught the flying bug serving 15 years on the Queen
and started taking lessons. By Creek School Board, 18 years in
July of 1950 as soon as I turned the
Arizona
House
of
18, I got my license. On my Representatives (2 years as
second date with my girlfriend, Speaker) and 6 years in the
Sue, I took her flying – talk Senate, before retiring (my
about trusting!
decision, not the voters!).
In 1952, with the draft breathing
down my neck and with two
years of college under my belt,
and with the Korean War in full
swing, I enlisted in the Naval
Aviation Cadet program. After

development. He and Chris live
next door to us on the original
homestead.
Our youngest son, Scott, has
just retired after 27 years serving
in the U.S. Army with the rank
of LT Col; he served three tours
of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan.
He and his wife Lisa live near us
in the town of Gilbert, AZ.
Our only daughter, Kimberlee,
is married to a retired Police
Officer and they live in our old
house on the farm. One of her
sons lives with them and is a
helicopter pilot/instructor based
at Chandler Airpark, Chandler,
AZ.
Sue and I are enjoying our
retirement by travelling (we’ll be
going on our 44 th cruise in
October!).
Flying Farmers has played a huge
role in our lives and we treasure
each of the friendships we have
made over the years – it doesn’t
seem possible that we’ve been
members for over 60 years!

Answers to page 7:
1–H
9 -A
2–L
10 - E
3–B
11 - C
4–M
12 - F
5–N
13 - I
6–O
1 4- K
In the 1980’s our oldest son,
7–J
15 - G
Steve, took over the operation
8-D
of the farm in Queen Creek and
is now in the process of
transitioning from farming into
housing and commercial
July/August 2014
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Special Feature

IFF Queen’s Weekend
by Joyce Rust
Indiana Flying Farmer
On May 30 th and 31 st , the
weekend event in Illinois to
honor IFF Queen Pat Amdor,
was like our queen in every way.
While our queen engenders
many wonderful traits, she is
especially intelligent, hospitable,
organized, musical and family
oriented.
Our weekend started out with
intelligence. We were welcomed
at the University of Illinois Crop
Sciences Department where we
were given a special welcome by
Department Head, German
Bollero. He was followed by four
experts who explained the crop
genetics of maize, soybeans and
sorghum with outstanding
powerpoint presentations. We
soon found that we didn’t have
to have science degrees to follow
the interesting information. The
professors
shared
their
experiences and personal
backgrounds.

Bollero

Sachs

Singh

Brown

Diers

Nelson

It must be said that our
presenters were Marty Sachs
who talked on Maize Genetic
Stocks Collection; Ram Singh
who
spoke
on
Wide
Hybridization with the Soybean;

Pat Brown to showed us a photo
of his dad’s Bonanza before he
told about Sorghum in the Corn
Belt; and the last presenter of
the morning was Brian Diers
who gave a very interesting
presentation on Soybean
Breeding for Aphid Resistance.
An additional interesting note is
that Brian Diers’ parents were
Minnesota Flying Farmers at one
point in time. His dad flew a
Taylorcraft We all felt a little
brainier after this morning of
lessons.
Queen Pat arranged a luncheon
of marvelous food catered by
the Hickory River Restaurant.
We didn’t have to even move to
another location to enjoy the
food and conversation while we
mingled with the presenters.
Following the luncheon, Randy
Nelson spoke on the USDA
Soybean Germplasm Collection.
Randy’s PowerPoint conveyed a

Flying Farmers listen to speakers at the University of Illinois during Friday’s session of IFF Queen Pat’s weekend
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At the Olive Garden L to R: Cathy &
Burl Scherler, IFF Queen Pat Amdor

Garden where our hostess sat
at the head of the table. A
convivial and well-fed group
departed the restaurant. While
the weekend progressed, Queen
Pat saw to every need of her
guests. When the meeting room
Flying Farmers listen to Ed Johnson explain the planting of experimental soybean
plots with boxes of soubean packets on the table in front of them.
at the motel came to a last
minute failure, Pat secured an
lot of information in a short Pat’s late husband, Paul, worked even better venue in her home
interval of time. Then we were in the soybean lab before his town.
able to go to the University death. Pat said, “Paul worked for
South Farm Building 991 where Randy Nelson in the soybean On Saturday we traveled the
we saw the soybean collection lab. He did a little of everything short distance to the Mansfield
that preserves most of the (including teaching Randy the Town Hall and Library. Pat again
soybean strains in the world. It ropes when he took over after played superb hostess to a well
must be said that during the IFF Dick Bernard retired). He organized event. The home
Convention in Loveland, we will packaged seed, planted, cooked meal was catered by
learn about the National Center harvested and started packaging Party in a Pinch. We all wanted
for
Genetic
Resources seed all over again.” It was to pinch ourselves when we
Preservation in Ft. Collins. This greatly evident that Paul is still tasted the homemade rolls.
trip to the soybean collection in missed.
While we all know Pat as a great
Champaign was a good prequel
Queen, devoted IFF Office
for that coming attraction.
Manager and the magazine
editor, we forget she is also a
township trustee, a busy church
member and a mom and
grandma.

Dr. Randy Nelson and IFF Queen Pat

IFF Queen Pat hold a glass bucket
containing various soybean varieties

We enjoyed the utmost of
hospitality at the IFF Queen’s
Weekend. Our stay included
meeting for dinner at Olive
July/August 2014
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Queen Pat has always been
musical. She frequently allows
us to call on her beautiful
soprano singing voice when we
need someone to lead the
national anthems. For Queen
Pat’s day, she was able to enjoy
great singing by others. She had
arranged for the afternoon
entertainment to be presented
by Stringtown Lane. This trio
played acoustic guitars, bass and
mandolin while they sang a
variety of songs. The time they
took to give the story behind the
songs made the performance Back L to R: Charlie, Amanda and James Amdor, Ian and Tricia Campbell. Seated L
even more interesting. They left to R: Morgan Amdor, IFF Queen Pat, Ryan Campbell, Riley Amdor. Absent: Zach and
Claire Campbell who were at a softball tournament.
us wanting more when they
interesting stories about the cherishes her and supports her
concluded with “Ghost Riders in
airport including an Air Force in all of her endeavors.
the Sky”.
One recollection. But Ralph had
a way of weaving his farm What would an IFF event be
experiences with his current without door prizes? Pat’s prizes
occupation. In short, Ralph’s were all items made in Illinois
speech was a tribute to farmers or were U of I themed. We had
for all they had instilled in him. fun seeing who got a prize,
especially when it was her young
Queen Pat’s luncheon was family grandsons. Seeing the boys go
oriented. It was a treat to see up to get their U of I prizes was
Stringtown Lane
her son Charlie and his family, more fun than winning
her daughter Tricia and part of ourselves.
her family, Pat’s friend Candy,
A post luncheon speaker added
and Pat’s godchildren. It is so
more to the weekend. Ralph
obvious that Pat’s family
Kuchenbrod, Director of
Strategic Services, for Flightstar
at the U of I Willard Airport had

Wayne & Terry Wilderman hold U of I
themed door prizes that they won

IFF Queen Pat hold her youngest grandson, James as he eyes the toys used in
the table decorations.
Ralph Kuchenbrod
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Queen Pat: thank you for a
delightful experience in the area
around Champaign, Illinois. We
loved seeing your hometown.
We went to honor you, but you
sent us home feeling pampered.

Bob & Florence Lutes, IN
Joyce & Wendell Rust, IN

Jim & Anita Meyer, IL

Dolores Green & Bob Finley, IL

Sharon & Ray Johanns, OH

Pat & Norman Clapper, IL

Anita Meyer, IL & Terry Wilderman, AB

Cathy & Burl Scherler, CO

Ginny & Larry Rodgers, IN

IFF Treasurer, Wayne Wilderman &
IFF Queen Pat Amdor

Pat with her friend Candy & Candy’s daughters (in back) Desirae and Tina (Pat’s
Goddaughters) and their children.
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2014 IFF Convention - Loveland, CO
August 3-6, 2014
FLYING TO THE IFF CONVENTION
If you are flying into Denver commercially and have any questions about the Super Shuttle or
transportation to Loveland, feel free to call Burl Scherler, convention chairman, at 719-688-3367
to answer your questions. If you fly your plane into Loveland Fort Collins airport, call the hotel at
970-593-6200 or Burl for transportation. We will have members available to get you to the hotel.

Don’t forget to bring items for the door prizes and
some nicer items for the Silent and Live Auctions.

The Seminars
• History of Colorado Early Mountain Man on Sunday afternoon
• Dry-land and Irrigated Farming in North Eastern Colorado on Monday afternoon
• Long term weather trends on Monday afternoon
• Mountain Flying Course on Wednesday afternoon
• Electronic weather in the cockpit seminar on Wednesday afternoon
• Flower arranging course on Wednesday afternoon

Special Events
The welcome banquet on Sunday night will feature the highest mountain peaks in Colorado. Jennie
Lynn will be presenting piano entertainment as well as a sing-a-long.
Comedian Christy Wessler, a highly recommended comedian, will entertain us at the Man and
Woman of the Year Luncheon on Monday.
There will be homemade ice cream freezing on Monday afternoon. Keith Schumacher will be using
his gasoline powered ice cream freezer. The ice cream social will be held before the junior and teen
talent show, the awards program, and the live and silent auctions.
We have full day of activities planned for Chapter Day on Tuesday, August 5. We will start the day
with a tour to the national seed storage lab and then on to the Budweiser Brewery. Those who do
not feel up to walking on the morning tours will be able to stay at the hotel. Everyone will be served
a box lunch at noon. There will be time to relax until boarding the busses at 2:30. We will depart for
the trip up the scenic Big Thompson Canyon and into Estes Park for entertainment and dinner.
20
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2014 IFF Standing Committees
Bylaws Committee
Chairperson: Sue Sossaman, AZ
Kay Riggan, KS
Larry Dahl, MK
Norman Clapper, IL
Luellen Landgren, HL

Resolutions Committee
Chairperson: Ellen Valburg, MK
Jim Riggan, KS
Karen Bradd, IL
Marcia Thompson, WI
Doug Lewis, IL

Credentials Committee
Chairperson: Florence Lutes, IN
Chrystal Paisley, ON
Diana Billheimer, HL

Tours Committee
Chairperson: Gene Shore, KS
Don Apple, OH
Art Sager, WA
Jeff Thompson, WI
Phil Peterson, WI

Nominating Committee
Chairperson: Paula Kramer, WA
Auditing Committee
Chairperson: Judy Conard, NJ

Publications Committee
Chairperson: Gordon Beidler, PA
Harry Bartel, KS
Colene Sager, WA
Patricia Clapper, IL
Margaret Bunger, HL
Parliamentarian
Jamie Sossaman, AZ
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Minnkota Flying Farmers Convention
By Marilyn Arneson
Minnkota Flying Farmers
The Minnkota chapter of Flying
Farmers held their annual
convention June 20-22, 2014 at
Brookings, SD. About 45 people
were in attendance most of the
time.
The convention started with a
very interesting tour to
Daktronics, a highly successful
manufacturing company that
makes lighted signboards such
as score boards, lighted traffic
signs etc. That tour was
followed by a trip to South
Dakota State University to tour
their dairy plant. SDSU
graduates students in that
program with great hands on
experience. Job placement is
100%.
State of the art
equipment that was well run
makes cheese. They also make
many flavors of ice cream and
other dairy products. Following
the tour we all enjoyed ice cream
and were able to purchase other
products if we wished.
Friday evening brought a
delicious buffet meal at the
Swiftel Conference Center. Our
entertainment was Omdini, an
excellent magician. We did not
solve any of his tricks. When
his act was finished the children
present were able to pet his pet
rabbit.
22

Our business meeting was
Saturday morning. The ladies
were treated to a very fun sack
lunch at Schade Vineyard.
Following our lunch we were
allowed to make necklaces or
key rings from wine corks and
beads. The vineyard was very
lovely. We enjoyed touring the
vineyard, the processing room
and also enjoyed the gift shop.
The men’s noon luncheon was
at the conference center. They
were treated to a presentation
by Dr. Dan Gee, a retired SDSU
professor of animal science. He
is presently the director of SD
Rural Ag Leadership. This is a

fine program that selects two
young people yearly to travel to
a foreign country to see what is
happening
world
wide,
agriculturally. Countries visited
recently have been Chile and
Argentina. Following lunch the
men went to the airport to view
some unusual airplanes and visit
with their owners who are
pilots, retired military. One
plane was aerobatic and one
was Chinese made but the
Japanese used it against our
country in World War II. They
also saw a glider and some older
vehicles.

Minnkota officers for 2014-2015 L to R: Marilyn Arneson, Treasurer and Newsletter
Editor; Mildred Klamar, Secretary; Don Zimbleman, Vice-President; Gloria Reed, President; IFF Duchess Carol Detje, installing officer.
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Our evening meal was a lovely
banquet at the Swiftel Center. We
were entertained by the
Hallelujah Holigans, a very
delightful and entertaining
group. Following installation of
officers, we ended the evening
with an ice cream social that
featured several different flavors
of ice cream made at SDSU.

Important: Due to recent
budget cuts, the market crash
Sunday morning we had a very and the rising cost of electricity,
nice church service poolside.
gas and oil, the light at the end
of the tunnel has been turned
The convention was a great off.
success and fun! Hats off to Ken
and Gloria Reed for this excellent We
apologize
for
the
convention.
inconvenience.
Sincerely,
The Government

Sunday morning following worship service L to R: Back Row-Chris Detje, Larry Dahl, Conrad Hoffman, Darlene Higgins, Leland
Krueger, Glenn Kinneberg, Jeff Thompson, Marilyn Arneson, Jerome Arneson, Bill Valburg, Roland Klamar, Ralph Jensen,
Kenneth Reed, Mildred Klamar. Second Row-Carolyn Leinenweber, IFF Farmerette Alexis Taylor, Diane Dahl, Cooper Hoffman,
Sharon Harrison. Third Row-Connie Schumacher, IFF Duchess Carol Detje with granddaughter Lydia Taylor, Gene Spiering,
Keith Schumacher, Bob Ingle, Don Zimbleman, Ellen Valburg, Della Hoffman. Seated-Pastor Rita Weber and husband, Gloria
Reed, Ardie Zimbleman.
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Michigan/Ohio Convention
By Loyola Dysinger
Michigan Flying Farmer
The Michigan/Ohio Flying
Farmer Convention began on
Friday, June 20, where the group
gathered at the Old Michigan
Theatre in Jackson, MI. This
was the beginning of the tour
of the First State Prison in MI.
Some of it is now turned into
62 apartments and studios. It
housed over 12,000 prisoners at
one time. The Jackson Journey
Tour group presented a program
by speaking and a film about
facts concerning the old state
prison. After an hour of
reenactments and slides, we
went to a restaurant for lunch.
Our hosts told more tales about
different inmates, etc. They also
told about the only escape by
heliocopter which took only 18
seconds. The prisoner (among

What did Gary Wilcox do to be put in jail?
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The solitary cells were in the
lowest level of the prison with
no heat nor lights. They were
given bread and water daily and
one meal a week. (I’m sure it
wasn’t steak.) All prisoners were
placed there for 14 days at first
to break them.
After the tour we headed to The
Hankerd Inn at Pleasant Lake,
and checked in. Rooms were
located at the Inn, the Barn or
the Cottage. It was a very
pleasant and peaceful location
for the entire weekend and all
meals were enjoyed there.
Saturday morning we had our
business meetings.
The
Looks like Mary Rentschler
afternoon was spent watching a
might be calling for help.
film about women pilots,
hundreds in the yard) to be shopping, attending a cracker
picked up waved a red baking presentation or just
handkerchief. One story was relaxing.
about a prisoner accused of
killing 6 coeds in the Ypsilanti, The speaker at our noon
Mi area. The first coed killed luncheon was a former inmate
was the daughter of one of who had spent 20 years in
Duane Dysingers high school prison. He was now off
classmates. After lunch we probation. He had turned his life
traveled to the old prison for the around and had accepted Christ.
tour of that facility. Mary One former prison guard/
Rentschler was dressed in prison administrator at Jackson was
garb and experienced being in present at the luncheon and
a prison cell (4.5' x 5.5'). The helped out with questions. We
cell had a cot and a metal pail also met a Chaplain who is active
(the door was left unlocked). in “Forgotten Men Ministry” at
the Ingham County Jail in
Lansing.
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and gray when you throw
it away?

The dining room at the bed & breakfast with the hostess, Janet and Mildred
Kernahan, ON at the back.

Saturday night we enjoyed a
sing along with two accordian
players.
Sunday morning church service
brought us David Dickerson, a
singer and song writer. He and
his son presented Christian
gospel songs along with several
humorous ones he had
written.
Twenty-five, representing New
York, Ontario, Indiana, Illinois,
Ohio and Michigan returned
home after a fun and educational
fellowship.

Riddles
1. A murderer is condemned
to death. He has to choose
among three rooms. The
first is full of raging fires,
the second is full of
assassins with loaded guns,
and the third is full of lions
that haven’t eaten in three
years. Which room is the
safest for him?

4.

Can you name three
consecutive days without
using
the
words
Wednesday, Friday or
Sunday?

5.

This is an unusual
paragraph. I’m curious as
to just how quickly you can
find out what is so unusual
about it. It looks so
ordinary and plain that you
would think nothing was
wrong with it. In fact,
nothing is wrong with it! It
is highly unusual though.
Study it and think about it,
but you still may not find
anything odd. But if you
work at it a bit, you might
find out. Try to do so
without any coaching!
ANSWERS on page 31
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

A traveling salesman was held
up by a bad storm in the
2. A woman shoots her
husband. Then she holds Hawaiian Islands. He sent an
him under water for more email to his corporate
than five minutes. Finally, headquarters advising them that
she hangs him. But five he was stranded for a few days
minutes later the both go and requested instruction.
out together and enjoy a
wonderful dinner together.
The reply came back shortly:
How can this be?
“Begin vacation as of yesterday.”
3.

What is black when you
buy it, red when you use it,
July/August 2014
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Tri State Convention
By Audrey Ledgerwood
Washington Flying Farmer

Tri-State was held in Astoria,
Oregon. A big thanks goes to
the Oregon Chapter for such a
delightful convention. The
activities arranged were casual
and a lot of fun. We started with
an informal tour of an old
canning factory that has been
changed into a museum and
businesses. Lorraine Gabel read
the signs in the museum
(originally a cold storage area
for salmon) which helped give
us an idea of the canning
process. It went back to the
days of hand soldering the lids
on the cans. You can imagine
how long ago it had been when
they started canning salmon in
Oregon. That evening we had
a pizza party at the hotel. It was
a fun evening with a wonderful
speaker, John Goodenberger,
who told about some of the old
houses and the people that lived
in them.
He was so
knowledgeable of Astoria since
he had lived there since he was
8. He showed a real love for
the old homes and the area
history.
Saturday we had the business
meeting in the morning with
special guests Pat Amdor, the
IFF Queen and our IFF

26

Astoria historic house
Audrey Ledgerwood conducts the
business meeting

to Ft. Clatsop where Lewis and
Clark spent the winter in 180506 for a short tour before
returning to the Maritime
Museum for a guided tour. After
dinner at the Pig n Pancake (no
we didn’t have pancakes, but
great dinners ranging from
prime rib to salads) Fred Kaser
spoke on his tour to Chili in
2012 to observe their hazelnut
farming. The US produces only
4% of the world hazelnut
market.

representative, the IFF Man and
Woman of the Year, George and
Judy Conard, and our Past
President Paula Kramer and
husband, Bob Kramer. It was
announced that Washington will
host the 2015 convention in
Richland, Washington. The date
will be Friday, June 5 and
Saturday, June 6, 2015. Please
mark your calendar. We have
not selected a hotel yet but work
is in progress. If we are lucky,
we may get a tour of the B All in all, it was a very good
reactor at Hanford.
convention. We missed all of
you that could not make it.
After the meeting, we broke up Remember the dates for next
in groups to tour Astoria year so we can have another low
wherever our interests led. Our key, informal gathering in
car load drove around to admire Richland, June 5 and 6, 2015.
the old homes our speaker from
Friday night had spoken about.
There were many more
interesting homes that he did
not touch upon. Then we went
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Astoria Trolly

Lorraine Gabel autographs
the book she wrote

Flying Farmers listen to the docent at the Maritime Museum

Dinner at Pig n Pancake during Tri State Convention
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Chapter Queens

Alberta Chapter Queen
Rosella Bjornson
University of Calgary when she
finished high school. During the
summers, Rosella worked on the
farm and in return, her dad let
her use the Cessna 170 to build
time and complete the
Rosella and her sisters grew up Commercial and Instructors
in flying farmers since their Ratings.
parents, Ken and Mary Bjornson
were long time members of IFF. When Rosella graduated from
Her interest in flying was ignited the University, her first flying job
at an early age when she sat on was instructing at the Winnipeg
her father’s knee and held the Flying Club. By 1973, she had
controls as he flew his Aeronca 3500 hours and an ATP. She
Champ. When asked what she applied to all the airlines in
wanted to be when she grew up, Canada and was hired by
Rosella always replied, “I want Transair, a regional airlines out
of Winnipeg, as First Officer on
to be a pilot.”
an F-28. In 1977 she married
On her seventeenth birthday, Bill Pratt who at the time was a
Rosella’s parents took her to the corporate pilot flying a Lear Jet.
Lethbridge Airport for her first He was hired by the airlines in
flying lesson. She had heard that 1980.
the airlines gave preference to
pilots that had a University Rosella and Bill had long careers
education so she enrolled at the as pilots with the airlines in

Canada. Transair went through
several sales – Pacific Western
Airlines which bought out
Canadian Pacific Airlines and
formed Canadian Airlines which
merged with Air Canada. In the
fall of 1990, Rosella checked out
as a Captain on the Boeing 737.
Rosella had the tremendous
experience of flying all over
North America – from the Arctic
Coast to Mexico and the West
Coast to the East Coast. She
did not do any overseas on the
bigger aircraft because she and
Bill had two children and she
wanted to do short flights.
In 1984, Bill and Rosella tracked
down her father’s Cessna 170
and bought it. The moved to
Twin Island Airpark in 1990 so
they could have a hangar with
the C170 in the back yard and
access to a 3000 ft. grass strip.

Baked Apples in a Bag
1 apple (coired & sliced)
1 tsp sugar
1 tsp water

1/4 tsp cinnamon
1/4 tsp cornstarch

Put in bag, shake to coat and microwave 2 min. tasty treat! Only 59 calories!
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Iowa/Missouri Chapter Queen
Alicia Brown
When Alicia reached the age of
nine, Glen decided she was ready
to take her first official flying
lesson. He wanted her to be able
to land the Comanche if anything
were to happen to him while
they were flying together.
Alicia’s first lesson and the many
that followed were in a Cessna
172. She didn’t continue to get
her pilot’s license, but she did
log several hours and reached
the point where Glen was
confident that she could handle
herself in case of a tragedy.

Alicia
Brown
is
the
granddaughter of Iowa/Missouri
member Glen Brown. She grew
up on her grandpa’s farm and
has been a part of Flying Farmers
since before she could talk.
Alicia and her grandpa were
inseparable. Glen had the cab
tractors and combine equipped
with a diaper bag, pillows for
that much needed nap and
snacks.
After being crowned the IA/MO
Chapter Queen in March, Alicia
On Sundays after Sunday decided it was time to get herself
School, Alicia and her grandpa back to lessons. A few months
would be at the Knoxville ago, she contacted the flight
Airport. Alicia says, “Hanging instructor at the Knoxville
out with Grandpa in the tractors Airport. Although it had been
was fun, but being up in the years since she had a lesson,
Comanche with him was the she was excited to get back in
coolest thing in the world!” She the Cessna. However, when the
was his little co-pilot.
hangar door opened, she was

surprised to see an old Piper
Cub sitting behind the door. Her
instructor, Kyle, told her that
would be her wings for the next
ten hours of lessons. Alicia said,
“I’m going to tell ya – I taxied
that little bird like I was drunk –
it was so much different than the
Cessna or Comanche – touchy
little guy. I can’t say that I did
any better once we got in the
air. The fact that the wind was
blowing 100 mph (it seemed)
didn’t help matters. All in all it
was fun and definitely a learning
experience. I can’t wait for my
next lesson.”
Alicia has a 10 year old daughter,
Riley Joe and enjoys attending
her school activities. She is
studying to be a nurse and
belongs to a college club called
Nursing Scrubs Club. Alicia
volunteers at the Knoxville
Airport’s
Annual
Fly-In
Breakfast, Race for the Cure and
several tornado relief projects.

YUMMY POTATOES!
2 (16oz) containers sour cream
2 packages Ranch Dip mix
2 cups cheddar cheese, shredded
1 large bag frozen hash brown potatoes
2 (3oz) bags real bacon bits (can use Real BACON!!!)
Combine first 4 ingredients, mix in hash browns. Spread into a 9x13 pan. Bake at 400 for 45-60
minutes.
July/August 2014
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Chapter Queens

Kansas Chapter Queen
Janean Harris

University as well as Medical
Billing & Coding Certification.
She owned and operated a
childcare center for 10 years.
She now works at a Hospice
agency.
Janean is the daughter of Kansas
Flying Farmer Marilyn Bartel who
was instrumental in her
becoming a member of IFF.
Janean has a Bachelor of
Education from Washburn

Janean and her husband Walter
have four children – Auriona age
15, Gracious age 14, Trevon age
12 and Rylee age 9. Janean is
active in the Parent-Teacher

Organization and keeps busy
attending her children’s activities
of track, band, guitar lessons and
Tae Kwando.
Janean is Ladies Vice President
for the Kansas Flying Farmers
and in charge of youth/teen
activities. She and her children
enjoy the flying farmer
conventions. They have made
many new friends.

Bacon Cheeseburger Meatloaf
2 pounds ground beef
1 pound pork sausage
1 small onion, chopped
2 eggs, lightly beaten
3/4 cup bread crumbs

1/3 cup ketchup
1 tsp. seasoned salt
1 tsp. Italian seasoning
6 slices bacon
Sliced cheese

Combine the meats, eggs, bread crumbs, ketchup, seasoned salt, and Italian seasoning. Divide in
half. Form one half into a loaf and place it in a treated casserole dish. Place sliced cheese on top,
leaving an inch border all the way around on the outside. Put the other half of the meat on top of the
cheese, and press down on the edges to seal.
Drape bacon over top of the meatloaf, overlapping slightly, and tuck the ends underneath.
Bake at 350 degrees F. for 90 minutes or until you get an internal reading of 160 degrees F. Let the
meatloaf rest a few minutes before slicing. The rule of thumb is to cook meatloaf 30 minutes for
every pound of meat. Use a meat thermometer to make sure it’s fully cooked.
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Region III Tour
October 17 – 18, 2014
The Region III tour will be a comfortable bus tour of McCoupin County and the St. Louis
area. Friday starts at 8:00 a.m. so it might be best to arrive on Thursday, October 16th.
Friday will be very little walking. Saturday will include two museums that will be easy
walking.
Make reservations by October 1st and ask for the Flying Farmer price of $70 at:
Quality Inn and Suites
1010 E. Columbia Blvd. E
Litchfield, IL
Phone: 217-324-9260
An extensive breakfast is included as well as a microwave, refrigerator, two queen beds and
free WiFi.

A little girl asked her mother,
ANSWERS to riddles on page 25: “How did the human race come An English professor wrote the
about?”
words: “A woman without her
1.
The third room. Lions
The mother answered, “God man is nothing” on the
that haven’t eaten in three made Adam and Eve; they had chalkboard and asked his
years are dead.
children and so all of mankind students to punctuate it
2.
The woman was a was made.”
correctly.
photographer. She shot a

A few days later, the little girl
asked her father the same All the males in the class wrote:
question. The father answered, “A woman, without her man, is
“Many years ago, there were
monkeys, and we developed nothing.”
from them.”
All the females in the class
The confused girl returned to
wrote: “A woman: without her,
4. Sure you can name three her mother and said, “Mom how
consecutive
days: is it possible that you told me man is nothing.”
yesterday, today and that the human race was created
by God, and Papa says we Punctuation is a powerful thing!
tomorrow!
developed from monkeys?”
picture of her husband,
developed it and hung it
up to dry (shot, held
under water, and hung).
3. Charcoal as it is used in
barbecuing

5.

The letter e, which is the
most common letter used
in the English language,
does not appear even once
in the paragraph.

The mother answered, “Well,
dear, it is very simple. I told
you about the origin of my side
of the family, and you father told
you about his side.”
July/August 2014
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‘Round the Regions

By Ruth Carmean
Delmarva Flying Farmer

and I enjoyed a leisurely trip in
our motor home for this,
another wonderful occasion.
Once again, marvelous tours,
entertainment and food were
abundant. Joyce and family
turned their hangar into a
convention hall for this
memorable event.
All are looking forward to our
International Convention in
Loveland, CO in August

Judy & George Conard planned the MidAtlantic Convention and were honored
Friday evening as IFF Man & Woman of
the Year.

Mid-Atlantic Convention was
hosted by our Region 1 New
Jersey chapter in conjunction
with our Man and Woman of the
Year, who just happen to be
New Jersey members. George
and Judy Conard were
recognized and honored for their
dedication and contribution for
many years to our International
Flying Farmers. The weekend
included tours, dinner theater,
business
meeting
and
presentation of coming events
and, of course, lots of food and
warm
friendship.
Congratulations to George and
Judy!
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IFF WOY and MOY, Judy & George
Conard with their gift of a fountain

Delmarva members attending
were Sonya and Richard West,
Tina and Joel Wharton, Janice
and Dave Tranberg, Steve and
Cindy Applegate, Bob and Ruth
Carmean. International Officers
attending were Past President
Paula and Bob Kramer, President
Wendell and Joyce Rust, Vice
President Burl and Cathy
Scherler, Treasurer Wayne and
Terry Wilderman, Secretary
Zelda Lewis and our IFF Queen,
Pat Amdor.
The next weekend, Bob and
Ruth attended President Wendell
Rust’s Day held at the home and
hangar of Wendell and Joyce in
Bourbon, IN.
The IN/IL
convention was held on the same
weekend in Nappanee, IN. Bob
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By Florence Lutes
Indiana Flying Farmer
Thanks to IFF Queen Pat Amdor
for planning a great two day
event in her honor. She had
great connections with the
University of Illinois Agricultural
Department and the USDA
Regional Soybean Laboratory.
Her late husband’s boss, Randy
Nelson arranged several
presentations for us in a nice air
conditioned room, where we
also had a delicious catered
lunch prior to going out to the
laboratory farm. There we saw
the planters, harvesters and how
they stored the beans in a
climate controlled room.
Saturday we met at the Blue

Ridge Township Town Hall in
Mansfield. We were introduced
to Pat’s family, had a delicious
catered lunch and were
entertained by three men called
the “Stringtown Lane” from
Monticello, Illinois. They told
about each song that they
played and sang. (Who wrote the
songs, and who recorded them,
etc.) Pat Clapper then introduced
Ralph Kuchenbrod, Flightstar
Director of Willard Airport. He
told of his life growing up, and
how he got involved with flying
and the current operations at the
airport. After enjoying ice
cream, we all headed for home
except IFF Vice-President Burl &
Cathy Scherler who was headed
to the Kansas fly-in picnic on
Sunday and IFF Treasurer Wayne
& Terry Wilderman who planned
to visit in the St Louis area for a
few days.
The Michigan/Ohio Chapter
convention is now history! What
a great place, tour, food, and
fellowship June 20-22 at the
Hankered Inn and Resort,
Pleasant Lake, Michigan. We
met in Jackson at 11:00 a.m.
on Friday. The tour began in
downtown Jackson at the
famous historic Michigan
Theatre which is being restored
by a nonprofit LLC. It was a
spectacular theatre in its day with
1,559 seats including the
balcony. A lively presentation

‘Round the Regions
was given on the first Michigan
state prison, which was the
world’s largest walled prison.
Inside the 60 acre walled prison
were several factories including
a carriage factory, vineyard
farms, etc. In 1873 the oldest
train station was built inside the
prison. By 1892 there were
seven different train lines going
to Jackson, with one line going
right into the prison. One of the
worst prison riots in history was
at Jackson with 12,000 inmates.
We heard about the building,
living conditions in the prison,
and the solitary confinement
presented by two men and a
lady who also portrayed the first
woman prisoner in Jackson. We
then went to a restaurant for
lunch, where they continued
telling the history of the prison
and advertised the books that
had been written about the
prison. After lunch we toured
the portion of the building that
has been restored, it is now
known as the Armory Arts
Village. There are several art
boutiques, and one end of the
building is a resident artists’
community; we were privileged
to see the Tour Director’s home.
Our Friday evening program was
given by a former inmate and a
retired supervisor of the prison.
Saturday business meeting was
attended by eight Michigan and
July/August 2014

eight Ohio members along with
Flying Farmers from Illinois,
Florida, Ontario, IFF President
Wendell and Joyce Rust and
Region 3 Director Florence Lutes
of Indiana. In place of door
prizes, ‘Special Awards’ were
given out to the various couples.
A fun time was had, and lots of
laughing at the various
categories. After lunch, there
was a cooking demonstration on
making crackers, a CD was
played for those interested
“Breaking through the Clouds’
(the first women’s national air
derby) visiting, or shopping in
Jackson.
After dinner on
Saturday evening and the
installation of officers, two ladies
played familiar songs on their
accordions. We then car pooled
to the Cascades, a lighted water
fountain played to music.
Gospel music by Dave Dickerson
was the church service Sunday
after breakfast. A very well
planned convention, Thanks to
Gary & Emily Wilcox.
The Indiana Chapter met June
29th at 1:00 p.m. at the
Sunnyside Up Café at Rochester,
Indiana. Those attending the
fly-in were Truman & Joyce
Miller, Joyce & Wendell Rust,
Virgil & Doris Shultz, Bob &
Florence Lutes and Illinois
members Norman & Pat Clapper.
Truman and Joyce were the only
ones to fly. They taxied across
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from the restaurant. A short
business meeting was conducted
by President Bob Lutes.
Ray & Sharon Johanns will host
the Ohio Chapter on July 13th at
their farm.
The Illinois Chapter is hosting
the Region 3 tour this fall,
October 17 and 18, in the
Litchfield, Illinois area. It will
be a historic tour, and we will
be staying at the Quality Inn.
Illinois President, Jim Meyer is
putting this together. Watch for
more information and details.

By Colette Pierce
Manitoba Flying Farmer
It is June 30 today, and our
province absolutely soaked with
water! Some areas have had 7
inches in 24 hours. Wide spread
power outages and flooded
roads are making life miserable
for some. My sister-in-law and
her husband have a dairy not
far from here, where they milk
100 cows. They were without
power for 24 hours. Imagine
how relived they were (cows)
when they were able to milk. On
our farm we have had 41/2
inches, so we can’t complain too
much. The weather should be
clearing in a couple of days, and
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Here’s hoping everyone has a
wonderful summer.

the sun should help dry things
up.
Fly on the sunny side
I heard today from some of our
members, and they are busy
helping neighbours whose house
was flooded with 4 feet of water.
Imagine that! But that’s what
farmers do; you can rely on their
help in times of need.
On a brighter, and drier,
note……….
We are having our summer MFF
fly-in on August 9. We have one
every summer, and combine it
with our local COPA flight as our
motto is you can never invite too
many pilots! It will be a potluck
affair. Every year I cook up 12
pounds of lean ground beef, and
loads of peppers, onions,
tomatoes and secret spices to
make lots and lots of chill. We
have quite a few chairs Ken
bought at an auction years ago,
so we fill our hangar with tables
and chairs, a few decorations
and we are ready. Folks who
come bring a side dish, either a
dessert or a side dish. As we all
know, all things aviation are
weather dependent. We have
had anywhere from 3-17 planes
fly in, and 8 or 10 car loads drive
in. Last year we had some
Ontario Flying Farmers join us,
and stayed for the weekend. A
good time was had by all. We
have been fairly fortunate in the
past with fair weather, so please
keep your fingers crossed for
us!

By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer
Wednesday, June 25, fourteen
members of the Washington
Flying Farmers met at the airport
in Cottonwood, Idaho. The
plane passengers were taken in
by our friends in the cars and
we traveled five miles further to
a museum. I must say that it
was really exciting to have four
planes fly in to an airport within
30 minutes of each other. The
pilots
were:
Audrey
Ledgerwood, Pete Swannack,
Bob Clinesmith, and Art Sager.

St. Gertrude’s Museum is
operated by the Sisters of the
Monastery of St. Gertrude. The
60,000 artifacts have been
donated since 1931. The
exhibits include articles used by
the Nez Perce people, Polly
Bemis and Buckskin Bill,
arrowheads, early settlers,
hospital items used by the
Sisters; too many things to list.
These are all housed in a lovely
8,000 sq. ft. museum. In the
same museum but separated by
an entrance is the Rhoades
Emmanuel Memorial Gallery
collection. This collection
contains rare, exquisite Asian
and European artifacts dating to
Here’s hoping everyone has a the 14th century. Mr. Rhoades
wonderful summer.
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Seated L to R: Colene Sager, Audrey Ledgerwood, Chris Clinesmith, Maxine Lange, Burgess Lange, Pat Singer, Bob Clinesmith,
Sheila Slinkard. Standing L to R: Art Sager, Dick Layton, John Ledgerwood, Pete Swannack.

donated his collection as a entertaining, and I believe we application attached was there
all had a very memorable lunch. for the taking; and, a poster
memorial to his wife.
board with pictures of our events
We were also able to have a self- Saturday, June 28, the was displayed. Interest was
guided tour the Monastery Washington Flying Farmers were shown but no new members
Chapel.
The Sisters of the invited to have a booth at the signed up. Other WFF members
Monastery of St. Gertrude in first Fly-in Breakfast in Colfax, attending were Burgess and
This was Maxine Lange, John and Audrey
Cottonwood, Idaho have served Washington.
as teachers, nurses, and sponsored by the Lewiston Ledgerwood, and Stan Dammel.
representatives of their faith for Chapter of the Experimental The Ledgerwoods received two
almost one hundred years. They Aircraft Association. President of the prizes given out: John
have remained true to the Art Sager manned the booth. A for the oldest pilot and John and
Benedictine calling and today, WFF Banner was displayed; Audrey for flying the greatest
continue to live lives of healing latest issue of the chapter distance.
hospitality, grateful simplicity newsletter with a membership
and creative peacemaking.
We traveled 3 miles from the
museum to a very small town
called Keuterville to have lunch
in the Pub and Grub Café. The
food was good, the waitress was
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Beth Oller
1945 – 2014

Memorial

Marjorie M. Letellier age 90 of
Norris, South Dakota, died May
14, 2014, at the Hans P.
Peterson Memorial Hospital in
Philip.

Beth Oller, 68, of Vivian, died
Thursday, May 8, 2014 at
Sanford Hospital in Sioux Falls
after a long illness.
Beth René was born in
September 1945 to Alfred and
Reita (Boal) Bechard. She
married Charles Oller in 1965
and she worked at First National
Bank in Sioux City, IA while
Charles completed his Master’s
degree. They moved to Powell,
WY for one year, before moving
back to the farm southwest of
Vivian in 1967.

Marjorie Letellier
1923 - 2014

The Comfort and Sweetness
of Peace

After the clouds, the sunshine,
after the winter, the spring,
after the shower, the rainbow,
for life is a changeable thing.
After the night, the morning,
bidding all darkness cease,
after life’s cares and sorrows,
She was active in raising hogs the comfort and sweetness of
and cattle on the farm, as well peace.
as driving truck during harvest
-Helen Steiner Rice
season. She was an active
member of the South Dakota
Flying Farmers, serving in all of
the offices. She had her private
pilot’s license so she and Charles
traveled in their Cessna
throughout the United States,
and to Canada and Mexico. They
also traveled to Australia, Costa
Rica, Fiji, Alaska, and Hawaii.
She is survived by her husband,
Charles, of Vivian; daughter,
Anna Oller, of Warrensburg, MO;
two sisters: Karen Gilman of
Kennebec, and Lyn Emmons of
Loveland, CO; sister-in-law Lois
Carlson of Webster, brother-inlaw, Bill Laufenberg, of
Whitewood; and numerous
cousins, nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by
her parents, a sister JoAnn, and
brothers Jerry and Karl.
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Marjorie Marie Martin was born
on June 30, 1923, to Leslie H.
and Bertha (Kaufman) Martin in
Norris, South Dakota.
Marjorie taught at the Surprise
Valley school in 1943 and 1944
On May 27, 1944, Bill and
Marjorie were married in
Valentine, Nebraska. They made
their home on a ranch five miles
northeast of Norris. On
September 8, 1946, their
daughter, Phyllis Lee, was born
at Kadoka, SD.
Bill and Marjorie were active
members in the International
Flying Farmer organization, with
Marjorie reigning as Queen for
two separate years. Marjorie and
her husband, Bill, were also Life
members of the South Dakota
Cowboy and Western Heritage
Hall of Fame at Ft. Pierre, SD.
Survivors include her husband,
William B. “Bill” Letellier of Philip;
two grandsons, Cason Brown of
Rapid City, and Cody Brown of
Chesapeake, Virginia; four greatgrandchildren, Cayden, Brady,
Nathan and Natalie Brown; her
sister Phyllis Simmons of Sioux
Falls;
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Marjorie was preceded in death
by her daughter, Phyllis Lee
Brown, a grandson, Chad Brown,
a great-grandson Caleb Lee
Brown,
and her siblings,
Jeannine, Dean and Stanley.
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Chapter Supplies Available
through IFF -- New Prices!
Queen’s Tiara
Trophy
WOY Pin
Queen’s Pin
(w/year guard)
Year Guard

$45.00
$50.00
$10.00

__________
__________
__________

$45.00
$22.00

__________
__________

TOTAL

$_________

Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of supplies
ordered -- indicate year for the trophy
and pin under “Additional Info”. Please
allow 6 weeks for the trophy, tiara and
pins, and 3-4 weeks for the WOY pin.
Name: ________________________
Address: ______________________
_____________________________
City: _________________________
State/Prov: ____________________
Zip/Postal: ____________________

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents: Make note of
the following deadlines for upcoming
issues of the International Flying
Farmer magazine.
Issue
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline
Jan. 1
Mar. 1
May 1
July 1
Sept. 1
Nov. 1

NOTICES
DATE OF JOINING IFF
Please notify the IFF office of the year that
you joined IFF. There are many blanks in
the database that need to be filled as well
as some incorrect information. This information is needed to determine 25-year and
50-year memberships.

mail check and order form to:
International Flying Farmers
P.O. Box 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

Attention
Teens & Juniors
Prepare your talent presentation
for the 2014 IFF
Convention now!

If you submit an article that has
been published in another publication, you must also submit permission from the publication in which
it appeared as well as permission
from the writer of the article. These
permissions must be in writing or
the article cannot be printed in the
IFF magazine.

It’s happenin’ in Springfield, Illinois
July 2016

NOTICES
IFF Memorial Scholarship
Fund Donations

Teens & Juniors

All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax
purposes since the IFF
Memorial Scholarship Fund
is a 501 (c)(3) charitable
institution; they should be
sent to:
IFF Past Presidents
c/o Robert Lutes
71705 CR 23
New Paris, IN 46553

Plan to participate in the Talent
Contest on Monday evening at
the 2014 IFF Convention

Only obituaries for those who were
IFF members at the time of death
will be published in the IFF magazine. Others (family and former
members) may be published in
chapter newsletters.

NAME __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

IFF ANNUAL DUES:
new members $85
Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse &
all children living at home.

____________________________________________________
TELEPHONE ____________________ CELL PHONE __________________
EMAIL ________________________________________________________
OCCUPATION _____________________ PRINCIPLE CROP ____________
AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________
Year

Make

Model

N-number

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers
Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

LANDING STRIP _______________________________________________
Length-direction

Direction from town

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________
Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use.
Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its
Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America. While originally
founded by farmers and ranchers who owned aircraft,
the membership now consists of individuals from all
walks of life, from storeowners and factory workers
to bankers and lawyers. Direct involvement in
agriculture or aviation is not, in and of itself, a
requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is: To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and mutual
helpfulness among its members; to explore and
emphasize the importance of flying and the use of
the airplane in agricultural production, including the
breeding, raising and feeding of livestock; and to
engage in research and extension service, including
publishing magazines or other periodicals to
disseminate among its members information
pertaining to the purposes of the organization.

