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2016-17 Royalty Seated L to R: IFF Duchess Sharon Harrison,
IFF Queen Gloria Reed, IFF Farmerette Gracious Harris

2016-17 IFF Officers L to R: Past President Wayne
Wilderman, Secretary Harry Bartel, Vice President Alex Knox,
President Zelda Lewis - absent Treasurer Clément Dion

2016-17 Calendar of Events
September 2016
9-11 – Ontario Convention - Nottawasaga Resort - Alliston, Ontario
16-18 – Region 3 Convention - Holiday Inn Express Rensselaer, 4788 Nesbitt Drive,
Rensselaer, IN - Phone 219-866-7111
18 – IFF President’s Day - Jasper County Fairgrounds, Rensselaer, IN at 12 noon
October 2016
21-23 – Saskatchewan Convention - Manitou Springs Resort - Watrous, SK
January 2017
15-18 - IFF Workshop - Yuma, AZ
February 2017
9-11 – Heartland Convention - Holdredge, NE
March 2017
3-5 – Kansas Convention - Goodland, KS
April 2017
7-9 – Alberta Convention
21-22 – Manitoba Convention
June 2017
18-21 – Minnkota Convention - Thunderstick Lodge, 24931 Thunderstick Rd,
Chamberlain, SD 57325 - Phone: 800-888-1601

If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH
PHONE NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to
the IFF Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL 61854
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use. Members
and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers,
Directors, or Chapter Officers.
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Official Reports

President’s Report
By Zelda Thorp Lewis
Illinois Flying Farmer
before me …the late Aileen
Homan, the late Elaine Doell,
Ellen Valburg, the late Marilyn
Brohman and Paula Kramer.
They did not say no when
approached to take on this
challenge. They were committed
and dedicated opening up the
What an honor to be elected the way for others to serve. I
64 th
President of the appreciate that!
International Flying Farmer
organization which elected its Over the history of this
first president Forest Watson in organization we have evolved
1946 and turned International through changes in farming,
in 1961. There have been many aviation and our governmental
transformations throughout the policies relating to aviation and
history of our organization and agriculture. We have made it this
we continue to be strong and far because of our past
leadership and commitment of
are moving forward.
our members. So we must keep
I want to salute all of the past moving forward to make the best
Flying Farmers who took time
out of their busy lives to lead us
through 71 conventions! My
father, Ernest Thorp, went
through the IFF offices from
1970-74. He was the 22nd IFF
President in 1974 at the San
Antonio, Texas Convention and
I was the 14th IFFT President at
that same time so now in 2016
I am deeply grateful I can serve
this position at the same level
as my father.
I particularly want to thank the
five brave and daring women
who served us as IFF officers
4
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decisions we can for the future
of IFF. I will do my best to serve
as my predecessors did who
were and continue to be terrific
role models.
Over the past few years I have
been amazed at the attendance
we have been having at chapter
and IFF events. I KNOW it’s a
struggle for a lot of you as it
was for me BKR (before knee
replacement). We WANT to see
each other and we know that our
hearts will be lifted and warmth
fills our bodies when we can
make that connection. I
encourage you to attend as
many upcoming conventions
and IFF gatherings that your
energy will allow!

Thorp Family L to R: Lewis, Carol, Ernest, Marjorie, Zelda, Nelson
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Queen’s Report
By Gloria Reed
Minnkota Flying Farmer

Hello, Flying Farmers! I am
Gloria Reed from the Minnkota
Chapter. Wow! I’m honored to
be your IFF Queen for 2016-17.
I will do my best and leave the
Lord the rest.
I grew up in Worthington, MN
until I was 13. Then my parents
started a Surge milking machine
business in Pipestone, MN. I
helped them with the business,
and that is when I realized I
wanted to marry a farmer and
he had to live on a tar road. I
wasn’t going to hang clothes out
on the line and let the dust from
a gravel road get them dirty
again.
Kenneth and I have been
married for 48 years, my
greatest accomplishment. We
live on the MN-SD border.
Neither of us went to college.
Kenneth was born with cerebral
palsy and it affected his right
side. His father was not a well
man so Ken took over the farm
at 18. I worked at Pepsi Cola as
bookkeeper and helped my
parents. Together we are a
team: Kenneth’s good left arm
and my good right one. We

milked cows, had chickens, cattle easier crop farming corn and
soybeans, so we were able to
and farrow to finish hogs.
be back with IFF. In the last three
In 1980, Lauren and LaDonna years, I’ve been president,
Christensen, SDFF church convention chairman, and
friends, asked Kenneth to fly queen.
with them. I stayed home and
milked the cows. Immediately Ken and I attend the First
Kenneth was hooked and we Presbyterian Church in Holland,
rented their airplane, flew MN. I enjoy going to estate and
together a lot, and joined SDFF. auction sales, square dancing,
stamping,
and
I was Teen Advisor, Woman of rubber
the Year, and received the volunteering. I also enjoy
Hospitality Award for our dressing up in a variety of
costumes to entertain at nursing
chapter.
homes,
hospitals,
and
In 1998 Ken got colon cancer. businesses. I carry treats for all
He left the barn on December 5 and my motto is “to turn a frown
and returned to the barn on into a smile”.
April 25. I held the farm
together with the help of church
family, friends, and neighbors,
who also assisted in taking Ken
to treatments. Since that time
Ken never flew again.
Then stray voltage came to our
farm. You can read our story by
going to Google or Yahoo and
searching for Kenneth Reed
stray voltage.com We had to
build a new home as the
electricity was so hot it melted
the plug-ins in our farm home.
I enjoyed milking cows. All the
good ideas came to me while I
was milking a cow. I was district
secretary for over 20 years for
AMPI Co-op. However, life is
September/October 2016

I’m in my cow costume to serve ice
cream to the residents of Pipestone
Good Samaritan Nursing Home. On this
particular day, I was 3 miles from home
when I looked at my speed, slammed on
the brakes to get down to the speed
limit. 1 1/2 miles ahead a brown car was
pulled over on the side of the road. When
I approached the car, the lights went on.
The highway patrol came up to me and
said, “You sure don’t look like your
driver’s license. Where are you going?”
I told her and she snapped, “That explains the outfit.” In a black wig and cow
ear tag which reads Minni Moo, did she
really thing I was going to rob a bank? I
got off with a warning.

Continued on page 8-Queen
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Duchess’s Report
By Sharon Harrison
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

As Sharon Rose (VanSickle)
Harrison, I lived the first 65
years of life in Knox County,
northeast Missouri, raised on a
farm that has been in the
continued lineage of my
paternal great-grandfather for six
generations. With my three
siblings being teenagers when I
unexpectedly arrived in the
family, I enjoyed numerous
advantages of being an (almost)
only-child. I married my 6th
grade childhood sweetheart
(Robert) three days after my
high school graduation in 1959,
when he came home on a brief
furlough from the US Navy.
Following his discharge from
active duty in August 1960, we
began farming with my father
and brother. Besides raising our
four children (all born in the
1960’s decade), we continued
my father’s registered Polled
Shorthorn cow-calf operation,
(until after his death, at which
time we added a Charlois bullcross); a 120 sow farrow-to6

finish swine herd; grew
soybeans, corn & hay; included
a seed dealership & fertilizerchemical application business) &
later
added
an
aerial
photography business. I mowed
our two acre ‘lawn’ weekly,
maintained an orchard and
garden, was a 4-H leader, taught
Vacation Bible School, Sunday
School, Youth Director, Hospice
of Northeast MO (past Board of
Directors member), recent
Curator of the Palmyra 1828
Gardner House Museum. (Now
I get tired just thinking what I
used to do!)

MO Chapter Queen twice. As
members of the IA/MO Chapter
of IFF, I have served as Historian
the past two years.

Robert started flying lessons in
1965, earned a private singleengine license, and joined a local
flying club. In the 1970’s he
purchased a Cessna 172 but
‘upgraded’ to a Cessna 182 when
he began flying the twelve
counties in northeast Missouri
for USDA’s aerial map
compliance program. (For the
five years I was his ‘navigator’, I
actually got paid to tell him to
‘fly straight ahead’ or ‘fly right’.
Flying was his passion, having
logged 9000+ hours and today
truly misses flying!

We retired from the farm in
2005, moved to live in Schuyler
& Putnam counties for the next
five years, in full-time ministry.
Robert drives a semi-truck, hauls
grain for a local farmer when
asked to. Today my days
involve teaching Sunday School
& VBS, BABY-SITTING, Hospice
volunteering,
Genealogy
(Heritage Seekers as Historian,)
Northeast MO Genealogical
Society (on the Board of
Directors), and growing
vegetables and flowers.

Our firstborn son Craig (US
Navy four years and retired from
the MO State Highway Patrol);
Chris (in his 31st year with the
US Postal Service); Curtis
continues his aquaculture
business on the family farm; our
daughter Carla teaches 5th grade
in Hannibal. We are blessed with
13 grandchildren, 11 greatgrandkids (with two more little
girls due this fall.)

I’ve been blessed with various
We joined Missouri chapter of honors and awards over the
IFF in the early 1960’s. I was years, but nothing humbles me
honored with the WOY award as does serving as your IFF
in 1991, served as secretary- Duchess. Thank you for the
treasurer several years and as honor and privilege. Life-long
friends are the BEST!
The International Flying Farmer
September/October 2016
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Farmerette’s Report
By Gracious Harris
Kansas Flying Farmer

Hi, my name is Gracious Harris.
I am 16 years old and I am a
junior at Topeka West High
School in Topeka, Kansas. My
Mom is Janean Harris and she
runs a daycare in our home. My
Dad is Walter; he is a bus
operator for the Topeka Metro.
My parents were sponsors at the
International Flying Farmers
convention. I have a brother and
a sister, Trevon is 14 years old
and he is a freshman at Topeka
West. My sister Rylee, is 11 years
old and is a 6th grader at Jardine
Middle School.
This year I decided to join jazz
band and so far I am really
enjoying
it.
Our
first
performance will be a Pops
concert, which is like our school’s
talent show. We will be playing
“In the Stone” and “Brass
Machine.” My favorite classes at
school are math and science. I
am taking physics this year and
honors pre-calc and trig for my

math class. I am also enrolled
in concurrent credit for
Washburn University. Meaning
that by the end of the semester
I will already have 3 college
hours completed. I am also a
drum major for the marching
band. The name of our show
this year is “Decomposers”. Our
first competition is September
28.
Gracious poses with Abe

I had a lot of fun at the IFF
Convention in Springfield. I
absolutely loved the tour of
Syngenta. I loved the science of
the process, so much that I am
considering it as a possible
career. I enjoyed learning a lot
about our 16th President
Abraham Lincoln. His tomb was
very beautiful and I loved how
every little detail of the
architecture
represented
something that had to do with
his life. The museum was very
cool, probably one of my most
favorite museums I have ever
been to.

Gracious and her sister Rylee play a
saxophone duet

It is a great honor for me to
serve as your IFF Farmerette. I
will do my best to serve you to
the best of my ability. Thank
you for giving me this honor.
Gracious escorted by her brother Trevon
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Continued from page 5-Queen
We have always enjoyed IFF, the
fellowship, love, laughter, and
food. I will attend as many
events as possible.
The IFF Convention in
Springfield, IL has left a lifetime
of memories for us. Zelda did
an “udderly” awesome job,
along with the other officers.
Thanks for all the gifts and
congratulations
and
encouragement.
Our town has Civil War days, and
they hired Fritz Klein to watch
over the troops. He entertained
us at Springfield. So I went to
have my picture taken with him
again. What was the chance of
that happening?
Blessings and have an “udderly”
wonderful day.

Come Celebrate With the
IFF Man of the Year
and the
Wisconsin Man & Woman of the Year – Phil
& Carol Peterson
***Tuesday, October 11, 2016 @ 11:30 AM***
You are invited to fly or drive to Peterson Field, Oregon, WI
Flying:
– ID 15WI – 2400 ft. long, 200 ft. wide, grass sod runway
– Lat – Long – N-42 degrees 55.63’ – W-89 degrees 25.10’
– 14DME from MSN VOR (108.6) – 190 Radial
– MSN approach 135.45 – Pilot frequency for 15WI is
122.9
Driving:
– 5387 County Highway CC, Oregon, WI 53575
– 1 mile west of Oregon; south side of Co. Hwy CC; dairy
sign at end of driveway
Lunch @ 11:30 AM
TOUR
– Bus departs @ 1:00 PM SHARP for Epic Systems Corporation in
Verona, WI
– Tour will take place from 2-3PM
– Following the tour, we will stop @ Culvers for ice cream and
return to Peterson Field at 4PM to end the day’s outing.
RSVP
Please RSVP by October 5. Please remember – you can always
cancel due to weather, etc.
– email address: pcpete83@frontier.com
– phone: home 608-835-3768 or cell 608-695-6609
Motels within 10 miles
- Holiday Inn Express @ 608-497-4500; Country Inn & Suites @
608-270-1900; Super8 @ 608-848-7829
This is a tour you do not want to miss! Epic Systems is a privately
held healthcare software company. According to the company,
hospitals that use its software hold medical records of 54% of
patients in the United States and 2.5% of patients worldwide. Epic
was founded in 1979 by Judith R. Faulkner. Originally headquartered
in Madison, WI, Epic moved its headquarters to a large campus in
the suburb of Verona, WI in 2005, where it now employs more than
9,000 people. In 2015, the company unveiled plans for the fifth
phase of expansion with five new buildings each planned to be around
100,000 square feet. For more information, go to Epic.com.
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Emily Ann Steffen and Douglas William Lewis were married on
Friday, July 8, 2016 at St. Scholastica Catholic Church in Woodridge,
Illinois. Emily is the daughter of Michael and Lori Steffen of
Woodridge Illinois and Doug is the son of IFF President Zelda Thorp
Lewis of Joliet, Illinois.
Emily teaches grades K-5 vocal music in Naperville, Illinois and has
obtained her Master degree in Music education from Kent State
University in December of 2015.
Doug graduated from the University of Dubuque in Iowa with a
degree in Corporate Aviation. He has an ATP rating and has logged
over 1800 hours of flight time that includes flight instruction and over 250 hours of jet time in a
Rayethon Hawker 800. He is beginning a new adventure as an employee of the FAA based out of
Des Plaines, IL as a General Aviation Inspector September 6.
They will reside in Woodridge, Illinois.

Former Member Arthur “Mike” Harris
My Dad, Arthur L. (Mike) Harris was an early member of International Flying Farmers.
I remember conversations about trips he took with Flying Farmers. A trip to Alaska and one to tour
an aircraft carrier are two that come to mind. Sometime in the 1960s, he and my mother hosted the
Flying Farmers for a picnic lunch at our farm. My brother said that at 11:55 only one Flying Farmer
was here, and he drove in. By 12:05, it was like a bee hive with planes circling and waiting to land.
Mike died in 1994. There may be a few members who will remember him and his Bellanca 74223.
After much consideration and soul searching, we decided to donate this much loved aircraft to the
Mid Atlantic Air Museum in Reading, Pennsylvania. It seemed to be the best way we could protect
the plane and Mike’s legacy.
I am attaching a picture of the Bellanca taken on July 19th of this year just after it was placed in the
Museum.
Please pass this along if you think there may be any interest. Or, if members are in that area, a trip
to the Mid Atlantic Air Museum might offer one of those trips down memory lane.
Thank you,
Anne L Harris
Harris Airport, MD69
Sandy Hill Farm
Worton, MD 21678

September/October 2016
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Conventions

2016 IFF Convention
By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer
The 71 st International Flying Doug is the 3rd generation in our
Farmers
Convention
in organization. We were delighted
to meet Emily and congratulate
Doug.

Flying Farmers checking in at the hotel

Springfield, Illinois was held at
the President Abraham Lincoln
Hotel from July 17-21. A church
service began at 7:00 with
singing led by Jennifer Klomhaus

Clinton, Illinois where charter
member Ernie and Mary Ellen
Thorp raised their family. Ernie
was International Flying Farmer
President in 1973-74 and today
the plans for this convention
were all laid out by his daughter,
Zelda Thorp Lewis, V-President
of our organization and soon to
be sworn in as President for
2016-17. Syngenta bought the
farm from the Thorp family in
2004. It is a research and
production plant for certified soy
bean and corn seed. The area
we toured was the soybeans.
Cathy Scherler makes her pastry selec- There were waist high tables in
tion at the reception for Doug & Emily
the growth rooms filled with
soybean plants. These are hand
Tour buses were ready to take pollinated to reach the end
119 of us on a farm tour bright result, a healthy seed. These
and early Monday morning. We growth rooms can reproduce any
would travel to the farm near

Nelson Thorp giving inspirational
thoughts during the church service

and her father, Nelson Thorp,
gave some inspirational
thoughts to ponder. This was
followed with a reception
honoring Doug and Emily Lewis
who were married just the week
before convention. Doug said,
“Flying Farmers are my second
family” and indeed they are as
Flying Farmers entering Syngenta building for the introduction to the facility
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About the time they finish with
one season it is time to work
the other season. Combined
seasons produce 100,000
packages of seed corn a year.

Conventions

This Syngenta plant has 54 full
time workers. There are 12
employees with their PHD; 15
with their Masters in Genetics;
and the technicians are high
school to junior college grads.
In addition, they hire many part
time workers in the fields. Many
of these are high school students
with jobs like detasseling corn.
Riding from building to building on the “people mover” at Syngenta

climate in North or South
America and all certified soy
bean seed purchased from these
countries comes from this
operation. They also have test
plots outside, but the successful
pollination rate in the growth
room is 60 – 70 percent
compared to 30 percent in the
field. Besides producing certified
seed, they are also breeding new
varieties. Any variety that does
not receive FDA approval is
destroyed in a steam room
before it leaves the building.

We switched crops from soy
beans to corn when we went
into the room where the end
product is sacked. Every ear of
corn is bar coded. Every seed
is sorted and treated. If a kernel
does not pass inspection, it is
ground up and sterilized in the
steam room before it is
composted. The corn seed is
prepared for two seasons: North
America and South America.

Our buses then took us to
Nelson Thorp’s shop where a

L to R: Don Althen visits with Ernest Thorp

We also toured the maintenance
shop and saw the special
machinery used in the test plots.
They use Global Positioning
Systems and can control to
within ¼ inch when seeding or
spraying in the field. When they
are harvesting, a computer
sends information back to the
plant breeder as the crop is
harvested.
Lunch in Nelson Thorp’s geothermal building

September/October 2016
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lovely catered lunch was served.
A highlight of that lunch was the
fact that Ernest Thorp was
waiting for some flying farmer
hugs and enjoying his favorite
food – fried chicken.

Special Feature

Allegiance, from Clinton,
Illinois. They were a fun group
singing a variety of music which
obviously hit everyone’s favorite.
Incidentally, one man in the
We traveled back to the hotel quartet was Zelda’s date to their
where Monday afternoon, high school Junior Prom.
Nelson Thorp gave a seminar on
the geo-thermal heating and
cooling used in the 7000 square
foot shop where we had lunch
earlier. He explained the various
methods using geo-thermal
energy but then explained he
uses the closed loop pit method. Allegiance - Edd Powers on the far left
There is a 6 foot wide by 6 foot was Zelda’s Junior Prom date
deep pit with 110 gallons of
fluid circulating by means of a
½ horsepower pump. This The music was followed with
provides a stable temperature of our awards for the year. One
55 degrees with an auxiliary heat young lady was honored many
for winter. The building is well times and we were all proud of
insulated and Nelson said this her, but especially Phil and Carol
geo-thermal energy makes Peterson, as she is their
Michelle
heating and cooling this large granddaughter.
Peterson
received
the
Youngest
space very affordable. By the
way, Nelson is Zelda’s oldest Pilot Award by being the
youngest pilot to fly to the
brother.
convention. She is a student
going into her junior year at the
University of Wisconsin working
toward a B.S. in Nursing. She
received the Past President
Scholarship of $1000 a semester
during her junior and senior
year. To top off the evening for
Michelle, her name was drawn
to receive the Lucky Pilot money
award. The Oldest Pilot to fly
to the convention was Homer
Doell. He will receive the Dr.
Nelson Thorp talks about geothermal
Bennett Memorial clock. The
heating & cooling in his building
APT award for the largest
Monday evening we were percentage of active pilots
entertained by a men’s quartet, having their annual proficiency
12
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training was the Illinois Chapter.
Members receiving their 25 year
pins were Phil and Carol
Peterson. Receiving their 50
year pins were Doug Knox and
Edward
and
Gertrude
VanderKolk. Don and Barbara
Leis received a plaque for being
in attendance at 50 consecutive
conventions.

Teen & Junior Sponsor, Janean Harris,
introduces the teens and junior at the
talent competition

The evening was not over as we
were treated to teen talent. The
participants are grandchildren of
Harry and Marilyn Bartel.
Gracious Harris is in the 11th
grade and received 1st place with
a saxophone solo in the Senior
Division. Trevon Harris is in the
9th grade and received 2nd place
in the Senior Division with his
trumpet solo. Rylee Bigley is in

Gracious Harris entertains with a saxophone solo

Special Feature

Trevon Harris playing his trumpet in the
talent competition

Rylee Bigley plays a saxophone solo

the 6th grade and received 1st
place in the Junior Division
playing her alto saxophone. The
evening was topped off with a
duet by Rylee and Gracious.
The teen advisor was their
mother, Janean Harris, who
escorted them to some kid
friendly activities around
Springfield.

L to R: Gracious Harris, Trevon Harris,
Ray Johanns representing Ohio Chapter
as talent contest sponsor, Rylee Bigley.

Welcome from the hotel Sales
Manager, Melissa Ritter

of our lovely ladies. Robert and
Three young people from the Dan from the Doubletree by
Springfield Civil Air Patrol Hilton welcomed us, and may I
presented the colors to start the insert here that staying at their
business meeting on Tuesday hotel was a delightful
morning. We were welcomed experience.
by Paula Antonacci and Terry
Truman from the Visitors IFF Secretary, Clement Dion and
his wife Sylvia were not able to
come because Clement is
recovering from a TIA. Twice
he came to the meeting via Skype
which is a video computer
connection that was put on a
large screen. The second time
he had just come from his
L to R: Terry & Paula from the Springdoctors and gave us the good
field Convention & Visitors Bureau
report.
Full recovery is
Bureau. Paula mentioned that expected. Past IFF President,
she was on a first name basis Burl Scherler and wife Cathy had
with our planner, Zelda and her to leave after arriving at
business manager, Pat. She convention because Burl’s father,
referred to them as Lucy and Mark Scherler, was seriously ill.
Ethel. Use your imagination as
to which name applied to which

Sylvia & Clément Dion visit the convention on a big screen via Skype
Ellen Valburg announces the results of
the talent competition

President Abraham Lincoln Hotel managers welcome the Flying Farmers

September/October 2016
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Our remaining officers filled the
gaps professionally.
Tuesday afternoon there were
some interesting seminars.
Some spent the afternoon
weaving their own basket. Marj
Nelson was the teacher and
claimed that you could stop by
and weave your basket and then
go on to other seminars. There
were many finished baskets but
I did not see any of those
participants at any other seminar
as they were busy finishing their
basket.
Marj’s husband, Kevin Nelson,
belongs to the organization,
Food Resource Bank, which
helps third world countries
become food self sufficient. He
recently visited Nicaragua and
told how this organization has
helped through education and
enabling them to dig wells for
irrigation.
Doug Jackson, an archaeologist,
talked about the history of
Illinois
based
upon
archaeological investigations. He

Special Feature

Lewis Thorp, Lieutenant Colonel
Air Force, retired and now works
as a Defense Contractor in the
Pentagon, talked about the
Kevin Nelson talks about the
history of the B-52. This plane
Food Resource Bank
was designed in the late 1940’s
worked for 35 years for the and produced by Boeing in the
University of Illinois in a non- early ‘50’s until the last one in
teaching capacity. He was 1962. They were used in the
1960 Cold War when we had 38
Air Force Bases. In the Cuban
Missile crises, fifty B-52’s were
immediately on airborne alert.
During the Vietnam conflict the
mission shifted away from the
high-level strategic bombers. In
2000 with Enduring Freedom,
the B-52H was used by the 28th
Air Expeditionary Wing out of
Diego Garcia. Today 72 B-52’s
Doug Jackson presents prehistory infor- remain and instead of the 38
mation obtained through archaeology
bases for the B-52’s, there are
two, in Louisiana and Minot,
North Dakota.
They are

Marj Nelson’s seminar on basket weaving
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actually out in the field “digging
up history”. Examples of clues
they found were arrows made
of different materials and pottery
which were methodically dug
and documented. These clues
tell the story of Illinois before
the written word. Oh, and by
the way, Doug is Zelda’s first
cousin.
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Lewis Thorp talks about the
history of the B-52

expected to be in service until
Special Feature
2040. That is 90 years of service
and Lewis credited their amazing entertained us with history “from
airframe for the longevity. More his DAY”.
Wednesday morning we loaded
onto buses and had a day of
visiting the sites around
Springfield. First was Lincoln’s
Diana Billheimer rubs Lincoln’s nose
for good luck

Flying Farmers were seated by chapters for dinner on Tuesday evening

family involvement - Lewis is
Zelda’s younger brother.
The chapter dinners were held
in the hotel banquet room and
chapters sat at tables together.
This proved so much simpler
than the previous way of
chapters eating out at various
restaurants. We even had a
special guest, Abe Lincoln, who

Entry to Lincoln’s Tomb Memorial

Outside the Lincoln Tomb Memorial, the
guide gives information about the statues that are at the corners.

Tomb where Lincoln, his wife
Mary, and his sons are buried.
Another son lived until he was
83 and he is buried at Arlington
Cemetery. We drove to the Oak
Ridge Cemetery where we were

Fritz Klein as Abraham Lincoln

L to R: Wayne Wilderman, Abe Lincoln,
Zelda Lewis, Alex Knox

Outside Lincoln’s Tomb, taking shelter from the rain under a tree, L to R: Marcia
Thompson, Joyce & Wendell Rust, John Ledgerwood, Anita Meyer, Larry Dahl

September/October 2016
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Special Feature

The banquet Wednesday
evening was in honor of the
Woman of the Year, Margaret
Bunger, and Man of the Year,
Jack Jenkinson. At the end of
the dinner, the 2016-17 WOY

Lincoln’s Tomb

Replica of Lincoln’s boyhood home

L to R: Doris Shultz presents a crystal
bowl to new WOY Barbara Leis

Viewing the Vietnam Memorial in the rain

suppose to walk around and see
the War Memorials but it was
raining so hard, only one person
got out and he was well prepared
with rain gear. It was a short
shower, but happened at the
wrong time. Lunch was at the
Pizza Ranch. They did a good
job of seating and serving our
three bus loads. After lunch we

Statues of the Lincoln family outside
a replica of the White House

There was one seminar on
Wednesday afternoon led by
Tricia Campbell, Pat Amdor’s
daughter. She is a whiz on the L to R: Jack Jenkinson presents a plaque
to new MOY Phil Peterson
iPad and her seminars are
always popular. Attendees was announced – Barbara Leis
from Ohio. The new MOY is
Phil Peterson from Wisconsin.
Entertainment for the evening

went to the Abraham Lincoln
Museum and Presidential Library. Tricia Campbell gives valuable information about using an iPhone and iPad
This is a very well done museum
which included state of the art
Kendra Smiley
showed up with their iPads and
video and artifacts all telling the
came out with some new skills
complete life of Abraham
was Kendra Smiley, an author,
Lincoln, our 16th President.
speaker, and radio and TV host.
16
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Special Feature
will be the next convention in
Bloomington, Minnesota. The
hotel will be near the Mall of
America. Our new officer who

Wayne Wilderman holds a model of his
airplane - a gift from the IFF Officers

On Thursday morning the
business meeting resumed. It
was announced that the
Workshop would be held in
Yuma, Arizona on January 1619, 2017. On July 31-August 4

Don Leis gives the report from
the Nominations Committee

Paula Kramer installed the IFF Officers

Harry Bartel is the new IFF Secretary

has agreed to serve as the new
secretary is Harry Bartel.
Clement Dion was installed as
the treasurer via SKYPE since he
could not be in attendance. Alex
Knox is the new Vice President.
Zelda Lewis was installed by two
Past Presidents, Paula Kramer
and Zelda’s father, Ernest Thorp.
Her gavel is the one Ernest used
as president. Ernest is engraved
on one side and Zelda on the

other side of the gavel pad. The
complete Thorp Family was
present for Zelda’s installation as
IFF President 2016-17. They
were her father, Ernest;

IFF President Zelda Lewis is installed by
Paula Kramer with the help of Zelda’s father, Ernest Thorp, who was IFF President in 1973-74

L to R: Past President Terry & Wayne Wilderman, Secretary Harry & Marilyn Bartel, Vice President Alex Knox, President Zelda
Lewis, Installing Officer Paula Kramer
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Special Feature

Thorp Family L to R: Lewis, Carol, Ernest, Marjorie, Zelda, Nelson

brothers, Nelson and Lewis;
sisters, Carol VanRossum and
Marjorie Thorp; son and

Terry Wilderman pins the Past
President’s Pin on her husband Wayne

Trent Klomhaus from John
Deere gave the last seminar on
Thursday. He talked about the
latest technology on John Deere
farm equipment and the
advantage of precise planting
and
fertilizing
without
overlapping. Of course, this is
made possible through the use
of Global Positioning Systems.

FAA Representative, Warren Smith

daughter-in-law, Doug and stringent restrictions on the
Emily Lewis.
drone flown as a hobby, such
as their craft can only be ½
A very appropriate topic was pound or less and they must
covered in a Thursday afternoon stay away from airports. There
seminar. Drones are an interest is a web site that will tell the
to the farmer and how they can hobbyist the restricted airport
be used in agriculture. On the zones
by
going
to
other hand, drones are a concern www.B4UF.gov. If the drone is
to pilots. The FAA representative used for any business, it must
explained that there are two be flown by a licensed pilot, the
levels of operation, commercial craft must be registered and the
and hobby. There are more operation approved. It is easy
18

for a private pilot to get the
commercial drone pilot license,
but a person without a pilot
license must pass a test before
receiving the license.
A
commercial drone can weigh up
to 55 pounds. This drone can
operate in Class G airspace
without ATC permission but
when in Class B,C,D or E
airspace, ATC must be
contacted.
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Trent Klomhaus tells about
John Deere technology

Oh, and by the way, Trent is
married to Zelda’s oldest niece.
The time for the last banquet
had come. Each chapter was
given a time for their picture to
be taken. When I say time, I
mean right down to the minute.
The Washington Chapter was

Special Feature

Iowa/Missouri Chapter Queen, Sharon
Harrison, with her Queen’s Poster

Banquet. A banquet that would
make a cattleman smile –
STEAK. When it came time for
the coronation, Gloria Reed,
Minnesota, was crowned Queen
with her Red Cap, Ken. IFF
Duchess is Sharon Harrison,
Missouri, with her Red Cap,
Robert. The Farmerette is
Gracious Harris, daughter of
Janean Harris and Walt Bigley of
Topeka, Kansas. What a
delightful end to a perfect
convention!

Zelda Lewis and Wayne Wilderman

Kansas Chapter Queen, Kay Berghaus,
with her Chapter Queen’s Poster
L to R: Florence Lutes & Joan Gillis place
the chapter nameplates on the delegate
tables

Memorabilia in the hospitality room was
for anyone to take home

Minnkota Chapter Queen, Gloria Reed
with her Queen’s Poster

L to R: Darrell Lemons, Jack Vandervalk,
Terry Wilderman

L to R: Jim Riggan and Jerry Brown who told the biggest tale?

Nicole & Chelsea Leis, daughters of Steve
& Jan Leis, Ohio Flying Farmers entertained with several musical selections

given the time of 5:12.
Everyone looked so nice all
dressed up for the Coronation

L to R: Ray Johanns and Harry Bartel
relaxing in the hotel lobby
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2016 IFF Convention Awards
APT Participation Award – Certificate and name on trophy sponsored by Oregon Flying
Farmers
Illinois Flying Farmers

APT Drawing – Sporty’s Flight Bag sponsored by IFF
Truman Miller, IN

Lucky Pilot Drawing - $100 sponsored by Wisconsin Flying Farmers
Michelle Peterson, WI

Dr. Henry Bennett Memorial (oldest pilot who flew to convention) – clock
sponsored by Oklahoma State University Foundation
Homer Doell, AZ

Youngest Pilot Handbook – Bible sponsored by Jack Jenkinson, KS
Michelle Peterson, WI

IFF Man of the Year – Plaque and certificate sponsored by Colene and Art Sager, WA
Phil Peterson, WI

IFF Woman of the Year – Crystal bowl and certificate sponsored by Doris and Virgil Shultz, IN
Barbara Leis, OH

Outstanding Service Award – Plaque co-sponsored by Homer Doell, AZ and Jamie & Sue
Sossaman, AZ
Burl Scherler, HL

IFF Memorial Scholatship – Administered by IFF Past Presidents $1,000 per semester for Junior and Senior college years
Michelle Peterson, WI
20
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Newsletter Editors were recognized with sunflowers L to R: Ed VanderKolk, MI; Harry Bartel, KS; Marcia Thompson, WI; Pat
Clapper, IL; Colene Sager, WA; Mary Hawthorne, ON; Rhonda Bohrer, IA/MO; Joyce Rust, IN; Margaret Bunger, HL; Pat Amdor,
IFF Magazine Editor

Nancy & Gord Abra, ON

Cindy & Steve Applegate, DM

Walt Bigley & Janean Harris, KS

Monte & Diana Billheimer, KS
Pat Amdor, IL

Ron Bamford, MB

Rosella Bjornson & Bill Pratt, AB
Sally & Don Apple, OH

Harry & Marilyn Bartel, KS

September/October 2016
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Pat & Norman Clapper, IL
Rhonda & Dale Bohrer, IA/MO
Carol & Chris Detje, IA/MO

Judy & George Conard, NJ

Mary Appel & Homer Doell, AZ

Karen Bradd, IL

Davene & Jerry Brown, VT
Duane & Loyola Dysinger, MI

Bill & Margaret Bunger, HL

Shirley & Nevoy Culp, IN
Lorraine Gabel & Frank Kummerfeldt, OR

Bob & Ruth Carmean, DM
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Larry & Diane Dahl, MK
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Carl & Joan Gillis, SK

Audrey & John Ledgerwood, WA
Robert & Sharon Harrison, IA/MO

Glenn Kinneberg, MK

David & Mary Hawthorne, ON

Darrell & Karen Leis, OH

Alex Knox, AZ

Jack Jenkinson & Kay Berghaus, KS
Don & Barbara Leis, OH

Sharon & Ray Johanns, OH
Jan & Steve Leis, OH
Doug Knox, SK

Keith & Verta Kerr, IA/MO
Bob & Paula Kramer, WA

September/October 2016

Phyllis & Darrell Lemons, HL
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Doug & Emily Lewis, IL

Jim & Kay Riggan, KS

Wendell & Joyce Rust, IN

Jim & Anita Meyer, IL

Zelda Lewis, IL

Art & Colene Sager, WA
Phil, Michelle & Carol Peterson, WI

Joan & Bill Lieber, KS

Gloria & Kenneth Reed, MK

Doris & Virgil Shultz, IN

Florencee & Bob Lutes, IN
Mary & Don Rentschler, MI
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Jamie & Sue Sossaman, AZ

Jack & Merry Vandervalk, AB
Willy Teller, IL

Lee Tussel, NJ

Marcia & Jeff Thompson, WI

Lewis Thorp & Carol vanRossum, IL

Joel & Tina Wharton, DM

Bill & Ellen Valburg, MK

Emily & Gary Wilcox, MI

Ernest Thorp, IL

Missing photos: Don & Mary Althen, AB
and Don Zimbleman, MK

Terry & Wayne Wilderman, AB
Gert & Ed VanderKolk, MI

September/October 2016
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2016 Convention Committee Reports
BYLAWS COMMITTEE REPORT
Convened at 2:30pm, Sunday, July 17th
Present:
Paula Kramer
Jamie Sossaman
Sue Sossaman
There being no business to come before this committee, it was adjourned at 2:45 pm.
Sue Sossaman, Chairman
Credentials Report
IFF Convention 2016
Springfield, Illinois
Mr. President,
Each chapter receives one delegate per 50 members. Today we have 20 chapters represented and
22 voting delegates, which means, we have a quorum. There are 3 chapters not represented.
Respectfully submitted,
Florence Lutes, Chairman
Credentials Committee

Called to order 3:05 pm
Members present:
Pat Amdor
Pat Clapper
Margaret Bunger
Harry Bartel
Marilyn Bartel
Colene Sager
Zelda Lewis
Joyce Rust

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

E-mail addresses was the first order of business, and several corrections were made to the lists of
those present. Notes were written about several members who were not in any of our lists at the
meeting.
No entries this year for the Newsletter Award. Meeting adjourned at 3:40 pm
Harry Bartel, Chairman
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Resolutions Committee
July 17, 2016
Springfield, IL
The resolutions committee met at 2:40 pm on Sunday, July 17, 2016 in the President Abraham
Lincoln Hotel in Springfield, IL. Present were committee members Chairman George Conard, John
Ledgerwood, & Ellen Valburg. Steve Applegate was also present. Chairman Conard then asked
Ellen Valburg to serve as secretary for the committee. The following resolutions were submitted:
Resolution #1
Be it resolved that the IFF organization and its members thank the President Abraham Lincoln
Springfield Hotel and its staff for its excellent accommodations, food & services during the convention.
Resolution #2
Be it resolved that the IFF membership hereby thank Patricia Amdor for the excellent service editing
the IFF magazine and effective operation of and management of the IFF office, & also Karen Bradd
for assisting in the production of the newly updated IFF directory.
Resolution #3
That thanks be given to IFF Vice President Zelda Thorp and her convention committee for providing
an excellent convention.
Resolution #4
That the Ernest Thorp Family be thanked for arranging and providing an excellent tour of the
Syngenta Co. plant on the former Thorp Farm property, that was so well led by Nelson Thorp, and
the marvelous lunch that was provided for our group.
Resolution #5
That the Springfield Visitors Bureau be thanked and applauded for their great help in arranging this
year’s convention.
Resolution #6
That Horizon Aviation, the fixed-based operator, be thanked for providing excellent services to IFF
pilots flying into the convention at Springfield.
Resolution #7
That Judy Conard be thanked for her skill & wisdom in conducting a review of the IFF financial
records & reporting the results of her finding in a clear & effective manner to the IFF leaders &
membership.
Resolution #8
That Harry Bartel be commended for his production & distribution of the IFF flyer.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
George Conard, Chairman
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2016 TOUR COMMITTEE MINUTES
The Tour Committee met at the Hilton Double Tree in Springfield, IL, on July 17th, 4 pm. There
were 16 people in attendance. This is what was discussed.
1)
Bob Carmean presented for Dave Tranberg, a possible Norwegian Cruise for the summer/
fall of 2018. There were three options, ranging from $2500-$9000 per person. The committee
suggested the 11 day Royal Caribbean cruise for approximately $2500 per person.
2)
Bill Pratt reported that Clement Dion wants to plan a post tour after the 2018 Saskatoon
Convention. It would be a flying tour up to Ft. McMurray, Ft. Smith and Yellowknife.
3)
Alex Knox reported that Burl Scherler was planning a flying trip to Panama, led by
Caribbean Sky tours in the Spring of 2017, or if that does not pan out a 4 Corners Trip in the
Southwest.
4)
Joel Wharton mentioned having a trip in the winter and Alex Knox suggested a Hawaiian
Cruise.
5)
Jim Myer would like the Flying Farmers to organize a trip to Cuba before it gets too
commercialized.
6)
Phil Peterson suggested a sign-up sheet be made available at the convention for each of
these tours to see how much interest there would be for each tour.
7)
pm.

Barb Leis made a motion to adjourn and seconded by Joel Wharton, meeting ended at 4:30

Respectfully submitted,
Jeff Thompson

Don & Barbara Leis received a special certificate for
attending 50 consecutive IFF Conventions
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IFF Past Presidents - standing L to R: Ray Johanns, Bob Lutes, Don Leis, Bill Lieber, Don Zimbleman, Jamie Sossaman, George
Conard, Carl Gillis, Jack Jenkinson, Wendell Rust. Seated L to R: Darrell Lemons, Paula Kramer, Ernest Thorp, Ellen Valburg,
Virgil Shultz

Alberta Chapter Couples L to R: Wayne & Terry Wilderman,
Jack & Merry Vandervalk, Bill Pratt & Rosella Bjornson

Delmarva Chapter Couples L to R: Steve & Cindy Applegate,
Bob & Ruth Carmean, Joel & Tina Wharton

Arizona Chapter L to R: Jamie & Sue Sossaman, Alex Knox,
Mary Appel, Homer Doell

September/October 2016

Joel & Tina with Abe
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Indiana Chapter Couples L to R: Bob & Florence Lutes, Nevoy & Shirley
Culp, Virgil & Doris Shultz, Wendell & Joyce Rust

Heartland Chapter Couples L to R: Bill & Margaret
Bunger, Darrell & Phyllis Lemons

Iowa/Missouri Chapter Couples L to R: Keith & Veta Kerr, Robert &
Sharon Harison, Chris & Carol Detje, Dale & Rhonda Bohrer
IFF President Zelda Lewis

Illinois Chapter Standing L to R: Carol vanRossum, Willy Teller, Jim Meyer, Lewis Thorp, Norman Clapper, Doug Lewis. Seated
L to R: Pat Amdor, Karen Bradd, Anita Meyer, Zelda Lewis, Pat Clapper, Emily Lewis
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Kansas Chapter Standing L to R: Trevon Harris, Monte Billheimer, Harry Bartel, Jim Riggan, Bill Lieber, Jack Jenkinson, Walt
Bigley. Seated L to R: Gracious Harris, Diana Billheimer, Marilyn Bartel, Kay Riggan, Joan Lieber, Kay Berghaus, Rylee Bigley,
Janean Harris

Manitoba Chapter
Ron Bamford

Hary Bartel talks to Abe

Michigan Chapter L to R: Ed & Gert VanderKolk, Duane & Loyola Dysinger, Emily Wilcox, Mary
Rentschler, Gary Wilcox, Don Rentschler

New Jersey Chapter L to R: Judy & George
Conard, Lee Tussel
Minnkota Chapter Standing L to R: Glenn Kinneberg, Larry Dahl, Kenneth Reed,
Bill Valburg, Don Zimbleman. Seated L to R: Diane Dahl, Gloria Reed, Ellen Valburg
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Oregon Chapter: Lorraine Gabel & Frank
Kummerfeldt

Ohio Chapter Couples L to R: Steve & Jan Leis, Don & Barbara Leis, Ray & Sharon
Johanns, Don & Sally Apple

Saskatchewan Chapter L to R: Carl & Joan Gillis, Doug Knox

Ontario Chapter Couples L to R:
Hawthorne, Gord & Nancy Abra

Dave & Mary

Wisconsin Chapter: Marcia & Jeff Thompson
Washington Chapter Couples L to R: Bob & Paula Kramer, Art &
Colene Sager, John & Audrey Ledgerwood
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IFF Officers and Royalty
2016 – 17 Chapter Visitation Schedule
Ontario

September 9-11

IFF President Zelda Lewis

(Alliston, ON)

Region 3

September 16-18

(IL, IN, OH, MI, FL)

(Rensselaer, IN)

Saskatchewan

October 21-23

IFF Duchess Sharon Harrison

IFF Treasurer Clément Dion

(Watrous, SK)

Arizona

January

IFF Duchess Sharon Harrison

Florida

February

IFF President Zelda Lewis

Heartland

February 9-11

IFF Queen Gloria Reed

(Holdredge, NE)

Kansas

March 10-12

IFF Queen Gloria Reed

(Goodland, KS)

Iowa/Missouri

March

IFF Past President Wayne
Wilderman

Alberta

April 7-9

IFF Vice President Alex Knox

Manitoba

April 21-22

IFF Treasurer Clément Dion

Wisconsin

April

IFF Queen Gloria Reed

Mid-Atlantic

May

IFF Secretary Harry Bartel

Tri State

June 2-4

IFF Vice President Alex Knox

Minnkota

June 18-21

IFF Secretary Harry Bartel

(Chamberlain, SD)
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Special Feature

Rosella Bjornson & Bill Pratt’s Hangar Party
by Colette Pierce
Manitoba Flying Farmer
Rosella Bjornson and Bill Pratt
hosted a great hangar party at
their CEE6 Twin Island Park
hangar on August 20, 2016.
Flying Farmers attending were
Wayne and Terry Wilderman,
Elaine Atkinson Jones and her
husband Alex, Ron and Helen
Wright, Ken and Colette Pierce,
Lynn and Cheryl Goyer (new
members), Rosella and Bill’s
daughter Val, car enthusiasts,
aviation friends, guests
(including Ken’s mother, Julia
Pierce) and neighbours.

time. Ken’s mother, Julia, was
onboard. Our plan was to fly
her to Wetaskawin so she could
spend
time
with
her
grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. She has enjoyed
many flights with us thru the
years. En route it was grand to
see harvest underway as we got
a bird’s eye view over the prairies
at 4500 feet, with a light side
wind. A quick fuel stop ($1.50
a litre!) at North Battleford, and
we arrived at Twin Island Park
at 100h, for 5.1 hours of flying
time.
We got to see some of Bill’s
projects in the hangar. Among
them, he is rebuilding a Cessna
210 with a custom made dash,
remote oil filter, light weight
starter and alternator, new
avionics with adsb in and out,
and all new interior. It will be
finished and in the air 2017, eh
Bill?? We stayed overnight to

Dashboard being customized
by Bill for his 210

further visit with Bill and Rosella.
For a surprise Bill got up early
and made a delicious breakfast
for us.

Ford being restored by Bill

Inside the hangar

Skies were partly cloudy when
we were wheels up from our
farm strip 0800h Friday. We had
a special passenger onboard this
34

The International Flying Farmer

A bit of whimsy of Bill’s part - the
hood ornament for the Ford
Bill’s Cessna 210
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A fuel stop at Flagstaff Regional
Killim Sedgwick Aiport where the
fuel was $1.19 a litre. After
fueling up we experienced total
avionic malfunction! So we
dialed 7600 on the transponder,
fired up the hand held GPS, and
started our take off roll for
home. Before we were airborne
we experienced immaculate
correction when all avionics
started working again! So the
transponder got set back to
1200. A tailwind up to 35 knots
at 7800 feet got us home in 4.1
hours. A total of 1,238.73 miles.

Special Feature

Roses in Rosella’s flower bed

Background-Pierces’
Cessna
182
“Queenie”. Foreground-CANAM motorcycle

A wonderful flyout, great friends
and a good time was had by all.

A Swift airplane

Pierces’ flight path

Rosella & Elaine Atkinson-Jones

L to R: Bill Pratt, Ken Pierce, Wayne Wilderman, Alex Jones
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Special Feature

Ontario Man & Woman of the Year Fly-in
by Mary Hawthorne
Ontario Flying Farmer
Saturday, August 20 th , 2016,
Ontario Flying Farmers met at
FARMTOWN PARK in Stirling,
Ontario. Several planes were able
to fly to the local airport but others
were confined to four-wheeled
travel due to local fog conditions.
We enjoyed a catered lunch before
being given a guided tour of the
facility. This facility came to fruition
because members of the
surrounding area felt there was
much farming history to be
conserved particularly of the
cheese industry. A short video
about the development of food in
general led the guests into the
cheese making building filled with
items from local cheese plants.
Most of the articles have been
donated and form a delightful
display. Volunteers also run a
program for close to 700 Grade
four students each year to explain
the art and history of cheese
production.

A second building houses many
tractors; the third building has
harvesting equipment; the fourth
has tillage and features all the
queens of the furrow from that
area. The next building, shown in
the picture, displays a fictional local
Front of the school room which is complete with desks, stove, water pail and
coat hooks

prepared on site. A bride often
leaves the hotel to walk to the
chapel and thirsty guests can visit
the working hotel bar during the
reception as 250 guests can be
accommodated in the venue of the
town street. Recently the local
children did a moving video singing
the background to interviews of
local veterans recalling their war
memories.

Main Street in Farmtown

town. Many of the store fronts
have come from surrounding
towns or are based on local
buildings. Besides the garage in the
picture, the blacksmith, the
doctor, the dentist, the
general store, the soda shop
are just a few of the
businesses depicted.
There is a small chapel
at the one end of the
building with a small
working pipe organ.
This location is used
for many weddings
and other activities. Mary Mills,

Jane Farrell and Gale Gray in the ice
cream parlour

Isabelle and Bill Cattle learning about cheese
making
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The planners were thinking
when building this as they
incorporated a working
kitchen behind the store
fronts so all food can be
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Thanks to Ron and Ruth Lewis, our
Ontario Man & Woman of the Year,
for arranging this interesting fly-in.

Thank You
As the school year had just ended and summer was starting up, I was very
happy to learn that I was the recipient of the IFF Memorial Fund Scholarship.
Knowing that there would be that much less financial stress next semester
was a great feeling.
My grandparents were ecstatic when I told them the good news. They
encouraged me to attend the IFF Convention in Springfield to receive my
scholarship in person – Grandpa even told me that he would sit right seat on
both legs of the trip if I wanted to fly as PIC and gain experience with my
new wings. Needless to say, once my request off from work was approved, not
much convincing was needed to bring me onboard.
I had been a little nervous about what the week in Springfield would be like,
knowing I would be one of the younger IFF members attending; but within
the first day of the convention, my worries faded away as I quickly realized
how friendly and inviting everyone was. Lots of smiles, laughs, and hugs were
shared over the course of the week.
There were even a few surprises along the way – my grandpa was honored as
the Man of the Year, and I was awarded both the Lucky and Youngest Pilot
Awards. I was also able to increase my knowledge of seed agribusiness, basket
weaving and our 16th president, Abraham Lincoln.
This year’s Springfield IFF Convention will hold a special place in my heart. I
feel truly blessed to have met all who attended and to have been able to share
the experience with my grandparents. I would like to extend my thanks to
the International Flying Farmers for such generosity and a wonderful
convention.
Sincerely,
Michelle Peterson
Wisconsin Chapter
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What Does Yuma, Arizona Have to Offer?
2017 IFF Workshop
We are excited with the prospect of hosting many of our members at the annual IFF Workshop to be
held in Yuma, Arizona, January 15th-19th. Please see the registration form in this magazine for pertinent
details about the hotel and the program.
Yuma is a premier agricultural area in the USA. The following article gives some background information
about this multi-billion dollar industry.
Because most people think of Arizona as a big, dusty desert, they are
surprised to learn that agriculture is Yuma County’s number one
industry - and that Yuma is the winter vegetable capital of the world.
In fact, the agriculture industry in Yuma County represents an annual
gross economic return of $3.2 billion, or more than one-third of
Arizona’s annual total of $9.2 billion.
Several things account for that amazing total: Plentiful sunshine, rich
soil, ample labor and high-quality irrigation water.
With mild winters, little danger of hard frost and more than 350 days
of sunshine a year, Yuma County enjoys the longest growing season
in the country. And while the winter is notable for the emerald and
ruby patchwork formed by vast vegetable fields, something is either
growing or happening in Yuma county fields even during the hottest
months of the year.
One reason is because those fields - sediments deposited by the
Colorado River over millions of years - have some of the most fertile
soil in the country.
But with less than three inches of rainfall annually, water was the missing component, though the
mighty Colorado flowed nearby. The Bureau of Reclamation’s first big water project in the West gave
nature a hand, with construction of the first dam on the Colorado and completion of the Yuma Siphon delivering water through a huge tunnel built under the riverbed - in 1912, the same year Arizona
became a state.
Now, of the 230,000 acres of land utilized for agriculture in Yuma County, 100 per cent are irrigated
with Colorado River water delivered by one of the county’s seven irrigation districts. Every single field in
the county is also laser-leveled and graded using GPS technology, making Yuma’s irrigation network one
of the most efficient in the world.
All this has made Yuma County first in the state - and THIRD IN THE NATION - for vegetable
production. In fact, about 90 percent of all the leafy vegetables grown in the U.S. from November
through March are grown in and around the Yuma area.
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To put this in perspective, the Yuma area is home to nine salad plants that produce bagged lettuce and
salad mixes. During peak production months, each of those plants processes more than two million
pounds of lettuce per day.
There are also 23 cooling plants in the Yuma area, where powerful
refrigeration units bring truck-sized loads of vegetables from field to
shipping temperatures in less than half an hour. Crops harvested here
in the morning can be in Phoenix by afternoon and on the East Coast
in three to four days. (Field note: Lettuce sold by the head is usually
field-packed into cardboard boxes, that bound for salad plants are
harvested into blue plastic bins.)
But lettuce is just part of the story: More than 175 different crops are
grown in the Yuma area, including many grown to seed here because
of our perfect growing conditions. For example, Yuma County ranks number one in Arizona for lemon,
tangelo and tangerine production, and for watermelons and cantaloupes; a local cattle company usually
has more than 120,000 head of beef cows on its lot.
There also are more than 40,000 acres of wheat grown in this region. Desert durum comprises about
95 percent of Arizona’s wheat crop, with two-thirds of that exported — mainly to Italy for use in making
premium pasta. Yuma growers also grow kosher wheat to used by Orthodox Jews to bake matzo (or
matzoh), the unleavened bread wafers that are eaten at Passover. Because the rules for kosher production
include that the wheat not receive moisture immediately prior to harvest, Yuma’s desert conditions and
controlled irrigation make it a perfect spot to grow this specialty crop.
Dates are another local crop with Biblical roots. Date production in the Yuma area is now total about 10
million pounds a year, a $30 to $35 million dollar industry that employs more than 2,000 people annually.
The oldest known tree crops cultivated by humans, dates have been a key food source for more than
6,000 years. Because of a disease outbreak in Morocco, eleven Medjool offshoots were brought to the
United States in 1927. To be sure they were disease- free, the trees were quarantined in Nevada and
later transplanted to California, and in 1944, offshoots of the original trees were brought to Bard Valley
near Yuma.
Thanks to ideal soil and weather, the area around Yuma and Bard is now the world’s largest producer of
premium-quality Medjools. Dates are harvested from the end of August through the first weeks of
October. Each date palm must be climbed approximately 16-18 times a year to carry out hand operations
necessary to ensure a good crop, including pollination, thinning, separating strands of fruit with metal
rings to help the air circulate, and finally, bagging the date bunches.
Dates are high in fiber, potassium and anti-oxidants and contain no
fat. They are an organic product, as no pesticides or chemicals are
used on the trees or the dates. Many date confections are made locally,
along with a local favorite: Dates shakes, or milkshakes made with ice
cream and dates.
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‘Round the Regions

By Tina Wharton
Delmarva Flying Farmer
On Saturday, August 20,
Delmarva hosted a Crab Feast
Cruise on the Choptank River.
The weather was perfect for a
paddle wheel boat ride and the
sightseeing was fun, including
beautiful homes along the river
and the Cambridge Lighthouse.
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We enjoyed Maryland Blue Crabs
(caught fresh that morning,
according to the captain) with
all the fixin’s. The group
included Marlin and Anna Yoder
from Pennsylvania, George and
Judy Conard, Lee Tussel, Angela
Lachenmayr, Laura Boyer, and
Sandy Siano from New Jersey.
Those from Delmarva included
Pete and Robin Bohn, Dave and
Janice Tranberg, Bob and Ruth
Carmean, Florence Palmer,
Richard and Sonya West, and
Joel and Tina Wharton.

By Glenn Kinneberg
Minnkota Flying Farmer
The 71st Annual Convention is
now history! Region Five was
represented by one from
Manitoba, five from Wisconsin,
and eleven from Minnkota. On
Monday we were bused out to
the Thorp farm now owned by
the Syngenta firm . 95 year old
Ernest Thorp met us at the
hanger and also attended the
meeting where his daughter,
Zelda, was installed as IFF
President. I will not go into
details of the convention as I am
sure there will complete reports
elsewhere in this issue.
However, I would like to
congratulate Minnkota’s Gloria
Reed, the new IFF Queen, Iowa/
Missouri’s Sharon Harrison, the
new IFF Duchess and Gracious
Harris of Kansas, the new IFF
Farmerette.

Wisconsin did okay at the
convention——Philip Peterson
received the Man of the Year
award—Congratulations to Phil!
Then his granddaughter,
Michelle Peterson (who will be
a junior at college) got
the award for youngest flying in,
Everyone had a great time with
won the Scholarship award and
lots of laughter, stories (some
then to top it off won the drawing
were mostly true) and delicious
of $100 given by the Wisconsin
food!
chapter for all pilots flying in to
the convention! In July the
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Wisconsin chapter had a
‘Round the Regions
evening fly-in to Reedsburg to
the Pizza Hut They welcomed well represented in our
several new members.
attendance. We are so happy to
be able to say this year’s Duchess,
The Manitoba chapter has had a Sharon Harrison, is from the IA/
busy summer: June 5th MFF MO Chapter of Region 6.
attended the Carman fly-in
breakfast. Bruce McEvery and The Heartland chapter had a
Ken Pierce helped at the Portage beautiful day to travel through
Air Show in June. In July at the Sandhills of NE August 27th
Austin, Manitoba “A World for their hostess Luellen
Guinness” record of 150 Vintage Landgren’s day.
Sixteen
threshing machines were members and guests enjoyed the
gathered and they all threshed lunch provided by the
30,000 bundles of wheat in 15 Landgrens at Cassidy’s Backroad
minutes. A crew of 750 Bar and Grill near Burwell. A
volunteers assisted and a crowd short business meeting was
of 9000 watched. The machines conducted by President Beth
are destined for Food Grain Bank Scott before leaving for Fort
and overseas shipment. Many Hartsuff. The afternoon was
MFF attended. In November spent touring the restored Fort
Ken and Colette Pierce plan on with
some
activity
of
flying to Australia and then reenactments. Those attending
renting a 182 to tour the were the Landgrens & family
western part of the country.
members, Lemons, Buehlers,
Scotts, Hoffmans, Bungers,
Virginia Coppersmith, Zola Maul
and past long time members the
Warren Meeks from Burwell.

By Dale Bohrer
IA/MO Flying Farmer

Illinois for the convention. John
and Audrey Ledgerwood,
Ephrata, Washington, made an
extensive car trip, visiting with
relatives and friends along the
way. Lorraine Gabel and Frank
Kummerfeldt, Independence,
Oregon, also traveled along the
highways. Their first stop was
in Montana where Frank attended
a class reunion. Bob and Paula
Kramer,
Harrington,
Washington, flew commercially.
Art and Colene Sager, LaCrosse,
Washington, flew in their
Mooney M20J. They also made
stops in Minneapolis, Branson,
MO, and Murfreesboro, TN. It
was a very good convention. I
know all four couples would say
“good convention”.

The IA/MO Chapter Officers Day
is scheduled for Sept 24 th in
Palmyra, MO.
Old Jacob Johnson, a raging
hypochondriac, was convinced
that the pain on his left side was
appendicitis. Mrs. Johnson
explained that the appendix is
on the right.

Springfield was a great IFF
Convention.
There were
wonderful tours and a lot of
history to learn. Seeing Ernest
Thorp was one of the highlights
of the convention. The Thorp
By Colene Sager
families were great hosts and
Washington Flying Farmer
“So, aha! THAT’s why it hurts
we are so glad they were able
Region 9 had four couples who so much,” said Jacob. “My
to be at convention. It was good
made the trek from Oregon and
to see so many friends from the
appendix is on the wrong side!”
Washington to Springfield,
U. S. and Canada. Region 6 was
September/October 2016
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Memorial

Lindell Loveless
1928 - 2016

Mark Scherler, 91 of Faxon, OK
passed away on July 24, 2016.
He was born on February 4, 1925
in rural Faxon, Oklahoma to Max
Walter Scherler and Lena May
(Rubottom) Scherler. He
graduated from Ahpeatone High
School in Cotton County. After
he served in the US Navy during
World War II, he married Mary
Elizabeth Hall on May 5, 1946.
Mark graduated with an Animal
Science Degree from Oklahoma
A&M University. He was a 32nd
Degree Mason and a member of
the First Baptist Church of
Faxon. Mark enjoyed flying and
was a member of the
International Flying Farmers.

Lindell J. Loveless, 87, of Carlinville,
IL, died Monday, July 25, 2016 at
Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St. Louis,
MO. He was born on November
1, 1928 to Lincoln and Flora
Loveless.
After college and marriage to Jean
Leach, Lindell started out in
business in partnership with his dad
and brother. After four years in
1954, he decided that he needed
to strike out on his own and left
the family partnership. He raised
turkeys then switched to hogs. He
bought the Kretschmar Ham meat
company which had explosive
growth during the 15 years that
he owned it. After selling the meat
company, he financed the
development of subdivisions. He
then devoted more and more time
to travel. Lindell and Jean traveled
extensively in the States both in
their airplane and motor home.
Many trips were taken to Europe,
Asia, China, Australia, and South
America.
It is undetermined what caused
Lindell’s great desire for flight but
he certainly had it. In the early
50’s he traded a couple wagon
loads of hay to the man that ran
the Carlinville Airport for flying
lessons. Lindell and Jean made
many flying trips into Mexico and
as far down as Costa Rica
thoroughly enjoying every minute
of flight.

Mark Scherler
1925 - 2016

The Comfort and
Sweetness of Peace
After the clouds, the sunshine,
after the winter, the spring,
after the shower, the rainbow,
for life is a changeable thing.
After the night, the morning,
bidding all darkness cease,
after life’s cares and sorrows,
the comfort and sweetness of
peace.
Helen Steiner Rice

Lindell was preceded in death by
his parents Flora age 93 and
Lincoln age 99, by his brother
Randall age 68, and by his nephew
Lance age 45.
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He is survived by two sons and
their wives; Burl and Catherine
Scherler, of Sheridan Lake, CO,
and Russ and Glenda Scherler,
of Faxon, OK; one daughter and
her husband, Sherry and
Lynndell Patten, of Faxon, OK;
one brother, Jack Hudman, of
Chattanooga, OK; one sister,
Phyllis Prichard, of Bethany, OK,
10 grandchildren and 17 great
grandchildren.
He is preceded in death by his
parents Max and May Scherler;
his wife, Mary Elizabeth Scherler;
daughter, Carol Scherler;
brothers, Bill Scherler, Kent
Scherler, Don Scherler, Wes
Scherler, and Brant Scherler;
sisters, Ruth Scherler and Pat
Tidwell; and one grandson,
Trent Patten.

Richard Allen Lawton
1938 - 2016

Roy Crisman
1922 - 2016

Memorial

Roy C. Crisman, Jr., age 94, of
Wagner, passed away on Friday,
July 22, 2016 at Avera Sacred
Heart Hospital, Yankton.

Richard was born August 4, 1938
to Robert and Helen Lawton in
Ritzville, Washington, and passed
away on July 24, 2016. He was
raised on the farm ten miles north
of Washtucna on Rattlesnake Flats
by Fletcher. He attended Carroll
College in Helena, Montana and
graduated from the University of
Portland in Oregon. He taught
school in Alaska at the Copper
Valley School. He returned to the
farm and began to take over its
operation which he maintained for
the rest of his life. He adopted and
raised three children, Ross, Ryan,
and Kara Lawton.
Richard enjoyed flying his airplane
and was a pilot from the very early
rides in his Dad’s plane at the farm.
He loved his Cessna 172 and was
an excellent flier. He was a member
of the International Flying Farmers.
He also loved his old cars. He still
has his first Model A Ford and
many other cars have been in his
garage over the years. He was a
long time member of the Early Ford
V-8 Club.
Richard enjoyed his time away
from the farm with fishing, target
shooting, and banjo playing. He
was a member of Washtucna Lions
Club, Rimrock Grange, St. Agnes
Catholic Church, Washington
Association of Wheat Growers.

Where I have gone I am not so small.
My soul is as wide as the world is tall.
I have gone to answer the call, the
call
Of the One who takes care of us all.
Wherever you look, you will find me
thereIn the heart of a rose,
In the heart of a prayer.
On butterflies’ wings, on wings of my
own,
To you, I’m gone,
But I’m never aloneI am home

Roy was born on March 9, 1922
to Roy, Sr. and Grace (Rude)
Crisman in Wagner. He farmed for
a short time before being called to
service in the US Navy. On
February 11, 1956, Roy married
Geraldine Cahalan at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Rockwell, Iowa.
He began flying in a J-3 Cub at the
Wagner Airport in 1946 under the
GI Bill. He soloed in June 1947 and
earned his private license in
September 1947. He earned a
commercial rating in 1953, a multiengine rating in 1961, and an
instrument rating in 1974. Roy
started crop spraying in Wagner in
1956 and began managing the
Wagner Municipal Airport in 1958
until retirement in 1998. He
accumulated over 25,000 hours of
flight time over a 58-year period.
He received the DOT FAA Wright
Brothers “Master Pilot” Award in
2005.
Roy was a member of Knights of
Columbus, American Legion, South
Dakota Flying Farmers, South
Dakota
Crop
Sprayers,
International Flying Farmers, and
Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association (AOPA). He was a
member of St. John the Baptist
Church.
Survivors include his wife,
Geraldine; 6 children: James
Crisman,
Charles Crisman,
Maureen Cadwell, Cynthia Stocks,
Mary Hieb, and Paul Crisman, 17
grandchildren and 7 greatgrandchildren; and 1 sister, Betty
Nesby, and 4 brothers, Roland,
Melton, Burton, and Clark.

Richard is survived by his children
and one grandchild, Zoe Lawton;
by his sister, Margaret Ott, and
brother, Lawrence Lawton;
numerous nieces and nephews,
and his beloved sweetheart,
Patricia Singer
September/October 2016
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Thank You
Dear Flying Farmers,
On behalf of Emily and myself, I want to sincerely thank
you for coming to our reception at convention and for
supporting us. It means a lot knowing that so many people
are there for us and will continue to be throughout our
lives together. Flying Farmers has always been a big part of
my life and will continue to be a big part of our lives going
forward.
Thank you,
Doug and Emily Lewis
P.S. Some of you may have known that I was applying for a
new job as an ASI (Aviation Safety Inspector) for the FAA. I
have now accepted an offer for employment at the FAA
office out of Des Plaines, IL. This is a good transition for me
and I look forward to continuing my aviation career in
the FAA.
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Chapter Supplies Available
through IFF -- New Prices!
Queen’s Tiara
Trophy
WOY Pin
Queen’s Pin
(w/year guard)
Year Guard

$45.00
$50.00
$15.00

__________
__________
__________

$45.00
$22.00

__________
__________

TOTAL

$_________

Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of supplies
ordered -- indicate year for the trophy
and pin under “Additional Info”. Please
allow 6 weeks for the trophy, tiara and
pins, and 3-4 weeks for the WOY pin.

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents: Make note of
the following deadlines for upcoming
issues of the International Flying
Farmer magazine.
Issue
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline
Jan. 1
Mar. 1
May 1
July 1
Sept. 1
Nov. 1

NOTICES

Name: ________________________
Address: ______________________
_____________________________

Your announcement could go here

City: _________________________
State/Prov: ____________________
Zip/Postal: ____________________
Mail check and order form to:
International Flying Farmers
P.O. Box 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

This space is
available

If you submit an article that has
been published in another publication, you must also submit permission from the publication in which
it appeared as well as permission
from the writer of the article. These
permissions must be in writing or
the article cannot be printed in the
IFF magazine.

NOTICES
IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund
Donations
All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax purposes
since the IFF Memorial
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)(3)
charitable institution. They should
be sent to:
IFF Past Presidents
c/o Don Leis
5315 Horatio Harris Creek Rd
Greenville, OH 45331-9332

NOMINATIONS FOR IFF WOY
NOMINATIONS FOR IFF WOY, MOY &
Airport Operator ARE DUE MAY 31, 2017!
Any active IFF member can be nominated and
does not have to be a current chapter MOY
and WOY.
The nomination form MUST be submitted AND
signed by an active IFF member. If it is submitted
by email to IFF1944@hotmail.com, then a copy
MUST BE MAILED to IFF, PO Box 309, Mansfield,
Illinois 61854, postmarked before May 31, 2017
and received at the IFF office by May 31, 2017,
to be considered for the 2017 award.Y m MUST

NAME __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

IFF New Member DUES:
$50 as an introductory offer
Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse &
all children living at home.

____________________________________________________
TELEPHONE ____________________ CELL PHONE __________________
EMAIL ________________________________________________________
OCCUPATION _____________________ PRINCIPLE CROP ____________
AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________
Year

Make

Model

N-number

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers
Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

LANDING STRIP _______________________________________________
Length-direction

Direction from town

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________
Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use.
Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its
Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America. While originally
founded by farmers and ranchers who owned aircraft,
the membership now consists of individuals from all
walks of life, from storeowners and factory workers
to bankers and lawyers. Direct involvement in
agriculture or aviation is not, in and of itself, a
requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is: To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and mutual
helpfulness among its members; to explore and
emphasize the importance of flying and the use of
the airplane in agricultural production, including the
breeding, raising and feeding of livestock; and to
engage in research and extension service, including
publishing magazines or other periodicals to
disseminate among its members information
pertaining to the purposes of the organization.

