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IFF Workshop January 15-18, 2017
Yuma, Arizona

IFF Region Directors L to R: Glenn Kinneberg5, Dale Bohrer-6, Audrey Ledgerwood-9,
George Conard-1, Sue Sossaman-10,Jack
Vandervalk-11. Absent: Gary Wilcox-3, Kim
Murphy-4

2017 Calendar of Events
January 2017
15-18 - IFF Workshop - Yuma, AZ
February 2017
10-12 – Heartland Convention - Holdrege, NE
March 2017
3-5 – Iowa/Missouri Convention - Clinton, IA
10-12 – Kansas Convention - Goodland, KS
April 2017
7-9 – Alberta Convention
21-22 – Manitoba Convention - Canard Inn Portage LaPrairie, 2401 Saskatchewan
Ave W, Southport, MB R0H 1N1 - Phone: 204-857-9745
June 2017
9-11 – Tri State Convention - River Lodge & Grill, 6 Marine Dr NE, Boardman, OR
97818 - Phone: (541) 481-6800
10-11 – IFF WOY DAY - Greenville, OH
18-21 – Minnkota Convention - Thunderstick Lodge, 24931 Thunderstick Rd,
Chamberlain, SD 57325 - Phone: 800-888-1601
July 2017
31-August 4 – IFF Convention - Radisson Blu Mall of America, 2100 Killebrew Dr,
Bloomington, MN 55425 - Phone: 952-881-5258
September 2017
13-16 – Region 3 Convention - Marriott Courtyard Lansing, 2710 Lake Lansing Rd.,
Lansing, MI 48912 - Phone: 517-482-0500
If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH
PHONE NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to
the IFF Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL 61854
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use. Members
and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers,
Directors, or Chapter Officers.
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Official Reports

President’s Report
By Zelda Thorp Lewis
Illinois Flying Farmer
and Emily. It was great to see information can be found in the
everyone.
latest IFF directory).
President’s Day was September
18. I was deeply touched by
the turn out, the cards and the
gifts I received that day. It truly
was an honor to have 9 IFF Past
Presidents with me that day.
Greetings from Illinois! Our They have all served us well and
harvest is complete. We have have set a great example for
had a lot of rain this summer those who follow them.
which posed some challenges
but we have been blessed with Man of the Year day was October
excellent yields – prices of 11. It was a beautiful Wisconsin
course are very sad.
day to honor Phil Peterson. It
was great to meet his family.
Thanks to Dave and Mary
Hawthorne of the Ontario Thank you to Jeff Thompson,
chapter for a wonderful and Joel Wharton and Matt Cole for
educational convention in being our IFF contacts for
Alliston. I have a new upcoming tours. The IFF Flying
appreciation of potatoes! That Adventure to the Panama Canal
part of Ontario is such a is scheduled for March of 2017.
beautiful area that I got to see Jeff and Joel are gathering
from above thanks to Dave and information for the Norway and
the Tri Pacer. Ontario has a Hawaiian cruises and will update
great group of officers and I us at workshop in Yuma.
congratulate them on their
dedication and commitment to Our IFF bylaws have not been
having an event every month! I updated since 2012. They are
really enjoyed being at their posted online on the website. I
convention in September.
have asked Don Leis, George
Conard, Dale Bohrer and Diana
The Region 3 convention was Billheimer to serve on a bylaws
held in September as well. Due committee. If you have any
to Dad’s health concerns I was suggested changes to the
only able to attend the Saturday bylaws please let them know
night banquet along with Doug through email, mail or a phone
call (all of their contact
4
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I would like any changes to be
presented to the committee
before January 15 so that any
proposed changes can be
published in the March
magazine. If the committee
does not hear of any changes
by January 15 there will be no
changes to the present bylaws.
If anyone suggests a change
AFTER January 15 the change
will have to be voted on at the
2018 IFF convention in
Saskatoon.
I received a book entitled
“Private Wings..my life in
logbooks” by Paul Wallem a cofounder of Poplar Grove Vintage
Wings and Wheels museum in
Rockford, IL which officially
opened in 2003. He was
scheduled to talk to us at the
IFF convention in Springfield
about his museum but was
unable to, due to health reasons.
He owned IH dealerships in IL
and WI for 17 years. He even
had joint ownership of Orion
Samuelson’s “Air Orion” 1983
Cessna 210 Centurion. The book
can be purchased through
Amazon.
Have a healthy, happy Christmas
and may 2017 bring you lots of
good things!

Official Reports

Queen’s Report
By Gloria Reed
Minnkota Flying Farmer

Happy fall from the garden spot
of South Dakota! A lot has
happened before the pumpkins
were ready. I always shine the
tractors and combine for spring
and fall work, as well as help
with combine repairs.
My last representation as IFF
Queen was to participate in the
Quarry Days parade in our
hometown, as you saw in the
photo in the last issue.
Just before the beans were ready
for harvest, I decided to have
one last outing. So I asked the
neighbor kids to go to the
fair…bad idea. My left foot had
started to hurt the day before,
so what was I thinking to walk
the fairgrounds? After three
weeks of limping, and getting
equipment ready, I needed to
see the orthopedic doctor. I have
two heel spurs, inflammation of
the Achilles tendon, and plantar
fasciitis on the bottom of my
foot. So I am flying low to
therapy three times a week.

announces, “I need you to go
to
town
and
do
an
errand…NOW!” I hurried to get
my shoes, and caught my other
foot on the corner of a cement
stepping stone lying on the floor
of the garage. The stone never
mooo-ved. Oh, did it hurt; but
I never had time to cry. It will
be better when I get home.
WRONG! Now I’m limping on
both feet and flying even lower.

the residents. I decorated my
table with fish-themed dishes
that were in the original boxes,
but that I rescued from a
dumpster at an auction. I
decided to give them a second
chance.

The therapist announced that I
needed to return to the
orthopedic doctor. X-rays
revealed the little toe is broken,
so now three toes are taped
together. It’s been a month of
therapy, but now it is done, and
so is the bean harvest.
Tour of the Tables Dumpster Dishes

Our bean harvest extended to
16 days, with three inches of Halloween is upon us and it is
rain, and in order to get our dry time to get my costume ready
beans out, we needed to hire a to go for visits to area nursing
combine that could go through
the standing water. Our usual
bean harvest is four days. We’ve
had 24 inches of rain from April
to September 1. When we
started with our corn harvest, it
rained again. It is a bountiful,
challenging harvest.

I participated in a fundraiser for
the local nursing home, called
Second week into therapy, and Tour of the Tables, which raised
the first day of bean harvest, Ken $11,000 for a walk-in tub for

Love that cap KB! Happy Halloween!

Continued on page 8-Queen
September/October 2016
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Official Reports

Duchess’s Report
By Sharon Harrison
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

normally receives. Sorry, Pat!
(To me, it sure doesn’t feel
like he’s retired, when I get up
early to fix his lunch pail.)

Greetings from your GRATEFUL
Duchess Sharon!
I am so THANKFUL this
special Thanksgiving
and
Christmas season, for what the
Lord has done & is continuing
to do in my life!
Iam THANKFUL for
wonderful, Pat Amdor, for
calling to remind me to send this
article! Her earlier emails to me
were
being sent
to my
‘retired’ Duke’s email address.
Since he’s hauling grain for a
local farmer 50-70 hrs. each
week, his iPad is NOT getting
the usual nightly attention it

I am so THANKFUL for the birth
of
two new
HEALTHY &
beautiful great-granddaughters,
with the third one due at any
moment! I am THANKFUL that
I am THANKFUL for Robert’s the election will soon be done &
health & for the fact he feels the forever THANKFUL that GOD is
compassion to help others in still in control , whatever the
their busy farming seasons. (His outcome of our country’s
heart is still ‘on the farm.’)
mess may be!
I am extremely THANKFUL that
our #2 son only suffered a wrist
fracture & stitched chin from a
fall while helping his son-in-law
with construction work! I am
extremely THANKFUL that two
days later, our #3 son
only destroyed the front end of
his truck load of live fish,
received only a cracked rib AND
that the two in the car were not
critically injured. Both accidents
in October resulted in no loss of
life, for which we are
very THANKFUL!
Easy Cheesy Dip

3
2
1
5

I am THANKFUL for our dear
IFF family of friends, that we
have been blessed with, for all
these many decades, and last
but not least, THANKFUL for
the undeserved honor to serve
as your Duchess.
We are planning to attend the
Arizona chapter convention in
January, followed by the IFF
Workshop in Yuma. We hope to
see you there!

Ginny Rodgers, Indiana Flying Farmer

c. Mayonnaise
c. shredded mild cheddar cheese
lg. pkg. real bacon crumbles (not bacon bits)
chopped green onions

Mix thoroughly and serve with crackers for dipping or spreading. This was a favorite at the Region
3 Convention.
6
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Farmerette’s Report
By Gracious Harris
Kansas Flying Farmer

Hello Flying Farmers. It’s been
a busy couple of months for me
with school and band. This
marching season we attended 4
competitions.
Our
first
competition was the Capital City
marching festival, where we took
first out of 10 bands and took
home every trophy. Next we
attended the UCM marching
competition in Missouri. We did
not make the finals but we
played very well and our color
guard got 3rd overall. Our third
competition was the Kansas
Band Association marching
festival. There were 21 bands

and we placed 5th overall. Our
last competition of the season
was at KU where we placed 6th
out of 16 bands. The season
went very quickly but I was very
pleased with our theme and
performances.
No breaks for band we are
already practicing for tryouts for
concert band. The top players
in each section get to play in
Wind ensemble and the others
are in Symphonic band. Last year
I was second chair in Wind
ensemble and hoping to do the
same this year.

Monsters Inc. I was Mike
Wazowski, my brother was Sully,
and Rylee was Boo. Our dad
usually dresses up with us, but
because of his new job he was
unable to dress up with us.
So my new adventure the next
couple of months is my new
part-time job at Justice. It is a
department store for younger
girls. I’m so excited to begin my
first job and I can’t wait for it to
get started. Also at school I am
going to sign up for the
wrestling team! Since I am small
I will be competing against boys
and girls in the same weight
class. Stay tuned for the updates
in the next magazine.

My brother, sister and I really
enjoyed dressing up for
Halloween this year. We are
getting a little old to trick or treat Wish you all a happy
but still love dressing up. We Thanksgiving and a Merry
dressed up as characters from Christmas.

White Pizza Dip
2 pounds ground pork or sausage
2 – 8oz. blocks of cream cheese
16 oz. sour cream

1 envelope Zesty Italian Seasoning
2 c. shredded mozzarella cheese
1 c. diced onions (optional)

Brown ground pork or sausage. Drain off any excess grease. In crock pot, insert a crock pot liner.
Place cream cheese, sour cream, Italian Seasoning, meat and mozzarella cheese (and onions if you
are using them). Stir to combine and cook on low for 2 hours. Keep warm while serving.

September/October 2016
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Continued from page 5-Queen
homes and hospitals. I’ve done
this for about 25 years, and
when asked why I take the time
to do this, I remember a verse
that I received years ago, that
sums it up so well:

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who has sent cards and
well wishes to Dad. We appreciate the smile that
you put on Dad’s face when he opens the cards.
He continues to smile in spite of the challenges he
is now facing so thank you for that!

“I have wept in the night
For the shortness of sight,
That to somebody’s need I was
blind:
But I never have yet
Felt a twinge of regret
For being a little too kind.”

Ernest N. Thorp family

Soon it will be December and
time for me to visit residents as
Mrs. Claus. Hopefully harvest
will then be done, too. By the
next newsletter, I will be packing
for our trip to Yuma for the IFF
workshop.

BY-LAWS CHANGES
Any suggestions for By-laws changes need to be sent to Diana
Billheimer, Dale Bohrer, George Conard, or Don Leis by
January 10, 2017 – contact info in directory. Note that Dale
Bohrer’s email was changed in the first set of corrections in
the Flyer.

Answers to Name That Christmas Song page 40
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Silent Night
We Three Kings
Joy to the World
Deck the Halls
Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Ready to spread Christmas Cheer
to the residents

Blessings and have an “udderly”
wonderful day.

8
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6. O Come O Come Emmanuel
7. O Come All Ye Faithful
8. Away in a Manger
9. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
10. The First Noel

Special Feature

The Little Engine Who Just Couldn’t
By Colleen Travis
Pennsylvania Flying Farmer (since 1949)
You’ve all heard the story of the
“Little Engine Who Could”. Well,
I want to tell you about the little
engine who couldn’t (although
he gave it a good college try).
The year was 1955 and the
National Flying Farmers
Convention was being held in
Lansing, Michigan. We were
housed in dormitories on the
campus of Michigan State
University. The rooms were
large and comfortable although
we shared bathroom facilities;
men on one floor and women
on another. It was fun gaily
greeting members dressed in
robes, fuzzy slippers and other
colorful garb as everyone
rushed to get ready for meetings
and other events.

their own fun with lots of
“hangar talk” flowing. Everyone
took it in stride, with the
exception perhaps of the lady
that John Gehman accidentally
spilled the glass of water on
when he was auctioning it off to
the highest bidder.

The “latest” mode of travel

displays that they almost missed
lunch. We were served box
lunches, to be eaten wherever
we chose to sit in the beautifully
landscaped complex. Mr. Piper
and Elwood were the last in line
and when the servers ran out of
boxes, these two gentlemen
were treated to anything they
wanted to eat at the restaurant
I remember the summer was a on the grounds. But, back to
hot, humid one. As we boarded our story . . . . .
the excursion train reserved for
our group and powered by a Late that afternoon, we climbed
steam engine, we anticipated a onto the train for our return trip
cool ride to Greenfield Village for to the Michigan State University
a day of sightseeing at the Henry campus, anticipating a short rest
Ford Museum. It’s a beautiful and an evening banquet. But
park which offers interesting several miles short of our
backgrounds for photography destination,
something
buffs. Jeanne Ferguson, our happened and our little engine
1955 National Queen, was the quit! So, there we sat, sweltering
beautiful subject of many in the heat, fashioning fans out
pictures taken that day. Aileen of whatever was purchased at
Homan recalled that her Greenfield Village. As usual, the
husband, Elwood, and Bill Piper, “Flying Farmers” manufactured
Sr. became so engrossed in the
September/October 2016

Our story does have a happy
ending. For after chugging our
way back to Lansing with the
help of another engine, we were
met by busses and city police.
The authorities had stopped all
traffic on a wide boulevard
leading to the university and we
had a police escort, sirens
wailing, and busses three
abreast as we were whisked
through town in time to make
our scheduled dinner. As for the
little “failed engine”, it probably
had to receive counseling!

Bill Piper & Lee Talladay with “The Ford”
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Conventions

Ontario Convention
By Various Ontario Flying Farmers
Photographs By Jane Farrell
of a group of local farmers and
land owners to an international
connection. Longyuan Canada is
a subsidiary of the China
Longyuan
Power
Group
Corporation. This local wind
farm is at its max for growth so
any further development would
be under a new application. It
was also noted that production
and price is controlled by supply
and demand and set daily by the
purchasing agency. Many
Our convention tours started questions kept our host busy and
Friday at Dufferin Wind Power. eventually we were forced to cut
After greetings, site manager, things off to head for our next
Dan Bernhard, took us for a tour stop.
short walk to the nearest wind
turbine. He explained the Our next stop was D & C Zander
general working of the unit and Zaag Farms. This is not your
how it finds its way into the wind regular potato garden. When we
for best performance. This also visited they were nearing the
gave us opportunity to beginning for harvest of 1200
experience any immediate effects acres of potatoes. From the
such as noise or turbulence arrival of the family around
created by the operating turbine. 1950, and the first potato crop
He handled many general planting by hand, the change in
questions from the group about methods have been dramatic.
the site along the way. We also Planting is now done at the rate
visited the warehouse that holds
parts needed to maintain the 49
turbines.
Friday Tours
by Ron & Ruth Lewis

Going into the conference room
Michelle Sage, Administrative
Assistant, explained how
complex and extensive the
process was that took the ideas
10

The light shows the end of the long storage facility. Note white line near top of
the wall which marks 18 feet - the top of
the potato pile.

of about 90 acres per day using
very modern GPS guided
equipment. Harvest typically
takes 18 – 20 days. On site
storage is done in several
buildings holding a number of
potato varieties used mainly for
chips but also for some table
markets. Product is sorted,
cleaned and washed on site for
shipment as needed from
September
through
the
following July. More would be
heard of this family’s ventures
on Saturdays’ tours.

Potato Windrower - moves potatoes
over so digger can pick up more rows at
one time.
Potato sorting equipment that uses water to sort and clean the potatoes
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Montt, second largest producer
of salmon in the world. Other
cattle breeding also a large sheep industries are forestry, cattle and
production. Wine and olive oil tourism.
are other industries.
The Jones finished their
interesting cruise in Santiago.
Another stop was Port Madryn,
Argentina. The main industry Saturday Activities
is aluminum followed by fishing, by John and Marlene Black
slate and whaling. Going from
the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Saturday at the Nottawasaga we
thru the Straits of Magellan, again awakened to a beautiful
Ushuaia, the capital of Tierra del sunny and warm morning. After
Fuego is considered to be the a delicious smorgasbord
southernmost city in the world. breakfast the annual business
90% of all the ships sailing to meeting was called to order by
Antarctica leave from this port. President Kim. Colette Pearce led
the Anthems and the Flying
The Strait of Magellan is a Farmer Song. President Kim
channel linking the Atlantic and introduced our New Members
Pacific Oceans between the and out of Chapter attendees.
mainland of South America and
the Tierra del Feugo Island. It Greetings were received from
is 350 miles long and 2 to 20 I.F.F. Pres Zelda Thorp-Lewis,
miles wide. The first European with detailed information on the
to navigate the Strait was International Membership and
Ferdinand Magellan. Although recent Convention results. She
the strait follows a somewhat indicated the January, 2017
tortuous
course
among Winter
Workshop,
with
numerous island and channels Convention Chair, Past-Pres.
and has a cold, foggy climate, it Wayne Wilderman will be in
was an important sailing-ship Yuma, Arizona, January 15-18,
route before the building of the 2017, and the International
Panama canal.
Convention by Convention Chair
Vice-Pres. Alex Knox, July 31Travelling north on the Pacific August 5, 2017, in Bloomington,
Ocean, first stop was Puerto Minnesota.

Conventions

Potato harvester

Our third stop of the day was at
the Dufferin County Museum.
This museum built to resemble
a barn, including a silo, was
never used as such but
constructed new for the current
purpose. It houses some actual
reclaimed buildings within its
walls and outside. Exhibits
portraying the early Irish settlers
to the area, through the World
Wars to current day events show
the history of the area and the
people building its history.
Museum has a large collection
of “cornflower” glassware which
was developed by a native of
Dufferin County. Even the silo
contains art and other things to
see as well as a view out over
the surrounding area of three
counties. There is some
equipment, gardens and an
orchard outside. The church can
be used for events.
Friday Evening
by Janet Daniel
Our speakers on Friday night
were Barry & Alice Jones who
treated us to an armchair cruise
to South America leaving from
Buenos Aires and ending the trip
in Santiago, Chile with many
stops along the way.
First stop was Montevideo,
Uruguay, a city of 3 million
people. The largest industry is

All Reports were read and
approved, as well as any old or
new business discussed.
Our I.F.F. President installed the
New Officers for the upcoming
year 2016-17.
Lighthouse at Ushuaia

September/October 2016
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After visiting the D & C Vander
Zaag Potato Operation on Friday
Afternoon, we had the privilege
of travelling to their Equipment
Dealership Operation, and were
welcomed by David Vander
Zaag, the President of the
Company.

L to R: Gale Gray, Kim Murphy, Sharon Spurgeon, Mike Gray, Marilyn Bruinsma,
Marlene Black, Jamie McCague, Yvonne Martin, Sylvia Murphy, Ron Lewis, Mary
& Dave Hawthorne installed as new executive.

President Kim Murphy passed
the Gavel to our New O.F.F.
President Dave Hawthorne and
Dave presented the Past
President’s honorarium to Kim
& Sylvia Murphy, along with the
Chapter’s thanks for a job well
done by this talented pair.

refurbished to be a very
interesting introduction to site.
The Mission of the Banting
Centre, is two-fold: Fight
Diabetes and Preserve a Legacy.
In 2010, the Foundation
committed to restoring,
adapting and preserving the
historic buildings on the 107
In the afternoon we were thrilled acre site of Sir Frederick
to visit two very interesting Banting’s birth.
establishments: THE BANTING
HOMESTEAD HERITAGE PARK, Their programs to help fight
DIABETES MANAGEMENT & diabetes include instructor-led
EDUCATION CENTRE.
School Tours, Diabetes Classes
for adults, guided Group Tours
Just on the edge of the Town of and scheduled hours for general
Alliston we were privileged to public visitors.
visit the Historic Birthplace of Sir
Frederick Banting, a co-winner Please visit their website to
of the Nobel Prize for Medicine obtain more interesting
in 1923 for the discovery of information on this very
insulin.
educational project.
www.bantinglegacy.ca
We entered an interesting brick
walled octagon implement shed,
12
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Their Vision is twofold and
integrated. First, to become the
premier specialized agricultural
equipment distributor in the
world, and second, to
successfully train and develop the
employees; enhancing their lives
by providing them with a
rewarding and challenging work
environment.
We toured the dealership
showroom, including the repair
shop, office, storage, warehouse
etc. David gave a very interesting
and informative history of his
father, Harry Jacob Vander
Zaag who emigrated from
Holland to Canada in 1949
developing the company HJV,
which is now owned and
operated by family members.
David certainly gave us some
insight into a wonderfully
managed operation from start to
finish, and what an addition this
family gives to their community
with
their
employment
opportunities, their knowledge
and skills.
Please visit their website to
obtain more interesting
information on this very family
operation.
www.hjvequipment

Saturday Evening Speaker
by Yvonne Martin
Alan Mallory’s favourite quote is,
“If you are not living on the
edge, you are taking up too
much space.” Saturday evening,
Alan showed us how he “lives
on the edge” with a presentation
on his climb to “the top of the
world”; Mount Everest. The
Mallory family, consisting of
Dan, the father, and children
Adam, Alan and Laura, sought
to be the first family to climb
Mt. Everest. All are seasoned
climbers; amongst them having
climbed six of the seven
summits. The Mallorys were
more than capable of the
challenge.
Using
a
power
point
presentation, complete with live
video, Alan took us through the
trek from landing at Katmandu,
Nepal on April 5, 2008 to the
summit the following month.
Lukla would be the starting point
for the climb. It was a ten day
trek from Lukla to Base Camp
and the entire process of
acclimatizing the body in
preparation for the challenge
had begun. Sherpas carried the
equipment while the family
physically prepared for the
ascent. Base Camp at 17,500 is
the highest point where a
helicopter can land to rescue
climbers. Altitude sickness,
oxygen deprivation and sun
exposure were the main
challenges along with the risk of
death with a single misstep.

Conventions
ever increasing heights and
returning to Base Camp for a few
days before repeating the trip
and proceeding to the next
camp. We held our breath as we
watched the Mallorys carefully
tread across aluminum ladders
laid end to end horizontally, tied
with ropes and anchored to
either side of gigantic crevices
which could expand and contract
in the course of a day. The CN
tower edge walk is nothing
compared to this! At times they
had to climb a 6000’ vertical ice
face to reach the next camp.
They made the climb to Camp
Three at 23,625’ three times.
The use of oxygen is imperative
from this point on, for anything
above 26,000 is considered the
Death Zone as the body is slowly
degrading. At one point, Laura
became very ill and had to return
to base camp for medical
attention and rest. Later, she
would complete the climb
without her family. Alan, Adam
and Dan continued the climb.
Mt. Everest creates its own
weather system and the
temperature and wind were
forces to be dealt with during
the climb.

Once the Mallorys had rested at
Camp Four, it was time to push
to the summit. This takes
approximately 12 hours and is
begun at night when there is less
wind. Using headlamps, and at
times crawling on hands and
knees the Mallorys reached the
summit at 29,029’, took pictures,
Acclimatizing the body involved phoned home by satellite phone
climbing to various camps at
September/October 2016

and twenty minutes later were
ready to begin the descent.
Descents are dangerous as the
mind and body begin to shut
down. Two hundred people
have lost their lives on Mt.
Everest. At one point on the
descent, Alan suffered from
severe lack of oxygen due to a
regulator being accidentally shut
off, but the bonus is that after
the climb, and once again at a
lower elevation, the body has an
abundance of red blood cells and
the climbers experience a
euphoric sensation for days.
Would Alan Mallory do this
again? No, he says he has other
things on his bucket list. Thanks
to Alan for taking us to the
summit of Mt. Everest, “the
Edge” from the comfort of the
Nottawasaga Inn. That will be
sufficient for most of us.
Following this excellent
presentation, the Ontario Flying
Farmers enjoyed the traditional
ice cream social to conclude the
evening.

Dan, Alan and Adam Mallory
on top of Mount Everest.

Sunday Morning Convention
Speaker from MAF
by Mary Hawthorne
Mission Aviation Fellowship
began with a vison of World War

The International Flying Farmer

13

My wife never quite got the hang
of the 24-hour military clock.
International office in Cairns, One day, she called the orderly
Australia.
room to speak with me. The
person who answered told her
During this time, Gail has had
to call me at the extension in
many roles, including hospitality
co-ordinator, teacher and the band rehearsal hall.
administrative assistant. While in
Lowell and Gail Deering
Australia, she completed a post- “He can be reached at 4700,
II pilots who felt aviation could graduate diploma in education ma’am,” the soldier advised.
provide help to isolated and taught in the Australian
missionairies and indigenous school system.
With a sigh of exasperation, my
people in remote areas. MAF
wife responded, “And just what
now works in over 50 countries Lowell and Gail returned to
worldwide, flying over 200 Papua New Guinea for another time is that?”
thousand passengers using 130 term to fill a critical need for a
aircraft on a yearly basis.
Twin Otter pilot and teacher,
before returning to Canada in While talking on the phone, I
Lowell and Gail Deering began July 2014. Lowell now works asked a friend what he was
serving with MAF in 1988. Since at the MAF Canada Home Office doing.
then, they have worked with in Guelph as VP of Operations
remote people groups in and Recruiting.
His response: “I am engaged
Australia, Papua New Guinea,
in an aqua thermal treatment of
and other countries in the Asia- Thanks to Lowell and Gail for ceramics, aluminum and steel
Pacific region.
providing us with such an under
a
constrained
interesting outline of some of environment.”
The Deerings have two grown their experiences.
sons: one works as a paramedic
I later learned that he was
in Australia and the other is
washing dishes under his wife’s
Answers to Christmas Trivia
attending college in Canada.
supervision.
Quiz page 40

Conventions

Lowell has flown thousands of
flights, ferrying much needed
church, medical, educational and
building supplies. Primary
produce has been flown to and
from developing communities
inaccessible by road. He has
trained Papua New Guinean
pilots as well as conducted
advanced pilot training for new
field staff. Lowell was Chief Pilot
in Papua New Guinea, and AsiaPacific Region Flight Standards
Manager
at
the
MAF14

1. The Nutcracker
2. Under the Mistletoe
3. Gene Autry
4. A Hula Hoop
5. Cookies and Milk
6. A Button
7. The Scrooge
8. Green
9. Blitzen
10. Roger
11. Mistletoe
12. Jacob Marley
13. James Woodforde
14. The Grinch
15. The Snowman
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Laughter is the best medicine,
but in certain situations, the
Heimlich maneuver may be
more appropriate.
Aspire to greatness. But
remember that no one ever
assassinated a refrigerator
repairman.
A journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step. Of
course, so does falling down a
flight of stairs.

Special Feature

Ontario Man and Woman of the Year
By Selection Committee
Our Woman of the Year always
arrives at O.F.F. events smiling
and this lady conveys a force of
energy. She is involved in her
community, drives for meals on
wheels, has helped out in a
nearby Green House complex
and is the driving force in making
sure there are muffins, coffee,
candy bars, chips and
refreshments available at the
local airport on weekends. She
loves to walk and bike as well.
She played a major role in
organizing several fly-ins and two
conventions for O.F.F. She is
always active and helping at
every O.F.F. gathering. After
getting past her aviation
“queasiness” she learned to map
read, use GPS and ForeFlight to
become the flight planner and
navigator for their extensive air
travel. She is fluent in her native
Dutch language. Her parents
and her sister live in the Niagara
district while a brother lives at
Parry Sound. She has a son
nearby and another in
Saskatchewan. There are
grandchildren they are involved
with and who are the apple of
their eyes!

worked in the John Deere
assembly plant; managed a
marina and taught technical skills
in the school system. Now, in
retirement, working very closely
with the manager he is
considered the driving force in
keeping their local airport viable
and moving forward. When not
flying he can often be found
cutting grass around the airport
or doing some general
maintenance. He also uses his
expertise, as a resource person,
assisting others in trouble
shooting problems and other
issues with airplanes or flying.
A true innovator, he looks for
better, cost effective, ways to do
things. He designed and built his
own hangar including the
hydraulic door. Like many others
an earlier earned pilot licence
was laid aside for a time as life
got in the way. Then he picked
it up again and has never looked
back.

In their beloved Stinson 108
they have travelled to Florida,
Oshkosh, to the eastern
provinces of Canada, Alaska,
Hudson Bay and many points
between. They have been
Our Man of the Year has had a actively involved in a number of
varied career that displays his inter provincial air tours and
many talents. He has worked as Michigan air tours.
a professional scuba diver;
September/October 2016

In 2012, after only a short time
as members, this couple stepped
out to become part of what was
to be known as the “Vice-Squad”
when he became 2 nd vicepresident, filling the second of
two vacancies left on the
executive that year. As
mentioned earlier, they have
organized several fly-ins and
have been instrumental in
putting on two conventions while
being very active in all chapter
events. They are also involved
in supporting several other
groups, such as their local COPA
chapter events, promoting
general aviation and Flying
Farmers whenever they can. It
has only been about six or seven
years since most of us came to
know this couple and already
they have become very active
and have, indeed, left a legacy
to the future.
MOY & WOY Recipients for 2016-2017

Adrian & Hortense Verburg
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Region 3 Convention
By Florence Lutes
Indiana Flying Farmer
The Region 3 Convention
planned by Shirley and Nevoy
Culp was held September 16
thru the 18th in the Rensselaer,
Indiana area. We stayed at the
Holiday Inn Express right off of
I-65. Besides our Region 3
members, Flying Farmers from
Alberta, Iowa/Missouri, Kansas
and Wisconsin also attended.
Our attendance ranged from
forty-two on Friday to fifty on
Sunday when we honored our
IFF President, Zelda Thorp
Lewis.

Nevoy Culp tells the upcoming activities

Our tour on Friday afternoon
was to the Farm Builders
operation, now known as FBi
Buildings. Nevoy’s son, Brian
and the FBi Manager gave us a
very informative tour. Farm
Builders was started in 1980, a
16

FBi Buildings Manager talks about the
company and their products

Post Frame Construction and
Pole Farm Buildings and
originally built many, many
buildings for farmers. In 1980
their name was changed to FBi
since they were building other
Post Frame Construction & Pole
Farm Buildings for farm shops,
machine storage, etc. They are
a self-perform construction
company serving agriculture,
livestock, community and
suburban industries. One very
interesting point was how they
made the trusses.
They
inserted the galvanized steel
fasteners with a hydraulic press.
The complete building is trucked
to the job site, then assembled
with one of thirteen different
crews, who are trained at their
facility.
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Our second stop was to
Monsanto, a privately held
company in Remington, Indiana.
This is one of nine DeKalb plants.
They have eight pits, and can
unload four pits at one time.
After putting on the visitor’s
vest, ear plugs, safety glasses
and hard hats, we got to see the
seed testing laboratory. Then
we walked to the seed corn
unloading operation and also to
the sorting room.
That
particular day they were
unloading seed corn from the
Tom Farms near our area of
Leesburg. In the sorting room,
laborers were picking out the
ears of corn that were moldy or
not good. The waste is loaded
and given to cattle operations.
We returned to the Holiday Inn
Express’s meeting room for
pizzas and subs prior to hangar
tales by the members.

L to R: Sally Apple & Pat Amdor

Saturday morning was our usual
business meeting and luncheon.
We then toured “Fair Oaks
Adventure”.
Fair Oaks is
committed to educating the
public. They opened to the
public in 2004 with the Dairy
Adventure; they have since
opened the Pig Adventure, and
now have added the Winfield
Crop Adventure.
The Dairy Adventure now
includes a birthing center where
attendees can see calves being
born. That morning, they had
3 calves born between 11:00
and 11:20, 2 females and 1
male; they weighed 76 lbs., 79
lbs. and 81 lbs. One cow was

Calf born at Fair Oaks on Saturday

in labor, but we didn’t see the
calf born. They currently have
36,500 cows on 11 farms within
15 miles of the center. After
eight weeks, the bull calves are
sold. The heifers are moved to
another farm and fed; after two
years they are brought back to
the dairy barn. We were bussed
to see the free stall barns. The
manure is vacuumed up three
times a day and sent to a 2 ½
million gallon digester where it

Conventions

Cows in the milking carousel at Fair Oaks

degrees and goes directly into
tanker trucks. They ship 50 to
60 trucks a day to processing
plants, where it is pasteurized.
Some of the milk is made into
cheese, butter, ice cream and
also dry milk. The bus driver
told us they had installed robotic
milking machines at one of the
farms six or eight months ago,
but thought they were going to
go back to the carousel milkers.

is turned into methane gas and
produces electricity used for all We were bussed back to the main
of their facilities.
area where some indulged in ice
cream, visited the gift shop or
Each farm has 3,000 to 3,500 viewed the Winfield Crop
cows; they are milked 3 times a Adventure which opened on
day with each cow averaging 9 June 17 th . Displays showed
to 10 gallons of milk per day. various information on food
Most of the farms have 72 cow crops and challenges of raising
milking carousels; as the cows food around the world. Were
enter the carousel, their ear tags you aware the first hybrid seed
and barcodes on their necks are was available in 1921? The FFA
detected, the teats are was founded in 1928. It also
disinfected, the automatic showed 20 year increments of
milkers attached, and they are the world population rising from
milked in five minutes. The 2.3 billion in 1940 to 6.1 billion
milkers are detached, antiseptic in 2000. They handed out
applied to teats again and cows packet of seeds as you entered
back out of the carousel in eight the display. The bus to the Pig
minutes. The ear tags identify Adventure was boarded on the
the cows, the barcodes record back side of this building.
the gallons of milk the cow
produces, and also the numbers The Pig Adventure’s first litter
of steps the cows walk each day. was in June of 2013. The
Each cow is monitored as to the building was huge, with several
amount of milk she produces, different feeding pens, the
and the number of calves she farrowing area and the Gestation
has. Normally they are kept four area with the Electronic Sow
to seven years. We then saw Feeder. Once the litters are
the milk pipe line. The milk is born, they are sorted by size for
heated to 101 degrees, and the feeding pens, thus they
chilled in 5 minutes to 36 never have any runts. They
September/October 2016
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produce 80 thousand piglets a
year, most of the piglets are
contracted out to farms in Ohio,
Indiana and Illinois. The sows
are Landrace and Large White
crossbreeds; the boars are
crossbreeds of Hampshire, York
and Duroc. Most of the litters
range from 11 to 16 piglets.
Each sow’s I.D. records the
number of pregnancies, weight,
litter size, etc. One pig eats a
ton of food a year. Indiana pork
farmers contribute $3 billion
each year to the state economy.
Besides the meat that is
consumed, Pharmaceutical
products rank 2nd, and the byproducts range from fertilizer to
linoleum. Lean Pork is a very
healthy option for persons with
diabetes.

Conventions

Next spring FBi will build four
buildings for Rose Acres for the
‘Egg Adventure’ at Fair Oaks.
This operation will house
400,000 Organic layers and
provide a daily manure cleaning
system which will keep the
ammonia odor to a minimum.
A very meaningful worship
service, Sunday morning, led by
Joyce & Wendell Rust in the

Brian Culp

us more about the FBi
association with Rose Acres
Farms from Seymour, IN. Rose
Acres are building 17 new
facilities in six states, all Cage
Free Buildings. The new
building they are working on in
Arizona will house 380 birds in
each building section, 1000
birds per building. Expected
Fair Oaks is continuing to grow. completion date is 4 months
They have 4000 Orchard trees; from the start of moving dirt.
the ‘Egg Adventure’ is under
construction in partnership with
Rose Acre Farms. A Cattle farm
and Aquatic farm along with a
hotel is planned.

Wendell Rust giving the message on
Sunday morning

Indiana Officers L to R: President Nevoy Culp, Secretary Doris Shultz, Treasurer
Florence Lutes, Newsletter Editor Joyce Rust

Enjoying the catered meal
on Saturday evening

Saturday evening after our
catered dinner, Brian Culp told
18

Michigan Officers L to R: President Gary Wilcox, Vice President Don Rentschler,
Secretary/Treasurer Duane Dysinger, Newsletter Editor Ed VanderKolk
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hotel meeting room ended our
convention.

Special Feature

IFF President Zelda Lewis’s Day
By Florence Lutes
Indiana Flying Farmer
IFF President’s day honoring our
2016-2017 IFF President Zelda
Lewis was held at the Jasper
County Fairgrounds. Illinois
President James Meyer was
Master of Ceremonies. The
luncheon tables were decorated
by Doris Shultz and her
volunteer helpers.
Other
decorations were provided by
Zelda and her family with lots
of memorabilia.

IFF President Zelda with her
table of memorabilia

Zelda with another t-shirt memory quilt
that was made by her sister Carol

barbershop style music group of
men from area towns in Indiana
and Illinois which was organized
in 1999.
Special Guests
attending were Zelda’s son and
wife, Doug and Emily, her
siblings Carol Van Rossum and
Nelson & Linda Thorp.
IFF
Dignitaries were Vice-President

Alex Knox, Duchess Sharon
Harrison & Redcap Robert, Past
President Wayne Wilderman &
Terry, IFF Man of the Year Phil
Peterson, IFF Woman of the Year
Barbara Leis, Region 3 Director
Gary Wilcox, Kansas Queen Kay
Berghaus, and seven Past IFF
Presidents: Virgil Shultz, Robert
Lutes, Ray Johanns, Jack
Jenkinson, Don Leis, Eugene
Shore, and Wendell Rust.

L to R: Doris Shultz, Florence Lutes,
IFF President Zelda Thorp Lewis

After the catered lunch, we were
entertained by the Iroquois
Valley
Harmonizers,
a

IFF Past Presidents L to R: Wayne Wilderman, Ray Johanns, Wendell Rust, Jack
Jenkinson, IFF President Zelda Lewis, Gene Shore, Bob Lutes, Virgil Shultz, Don Leis
Zelda & her sister Carol with a t-shirt
memory quilt that Carol made for Zelda

September/October 2016
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Special Feature

It’s Our Anniversary!
By Kay Riggan
Kansas Flying Farmer
Jim has always been extremely many years, because I indeed
generous, if not insightful, in his learned to love his pastimes.
gift giving. There is a catch,
however….
Soon after we married, he
exhibited his usual generosity.
Even when dating, he never With a continuing interest in
failed to surprise me with his hunting and fishing and a little
originality. The first birthday gift money in his pocket by this time,
was a beautiful, if not genuine, he planned for the next birthday
single black pearl surrounded by gift. You see, he really needed a
rhinestones on a gold chain. The new fishing pole, but his
next birthday gift was a blouse birthday wasn’t coming up for
and pant suit in his favorite seven months. So for MY
colors (shades of green). He had birthday in November, he told
some idea about the size, so he me, “You’re getting a fishing
took my cousin to the store with pole for your birthday.” He got
him to try it on, guessing we a new fishing pole and I got his
were about the same. Proud to old one. Later on I used some
say, I had to take it up just a of his gear for hunting or fishing.
little. I wore that suit quite a bit At one point, I actually received
due to the comfort and feel of my own 243 rifle for hunting
the material. He sure knew his deer.
fabrics.
Thus it continued. Maybe I
Then Jim’s true character began received a second-hand, used
to show. He announced that I item; sometimes it was a
would be getting a pair of promise of a fixture or
hunting boots for my birthday, household item I needed (note,
so we headed down to the I needed). Often, it was a
hardware store. I tried on men’s promise forgotten or fulfilled
hunting boots until I found the many years later. It became a
correct fit—6 1/2 men’s size is joke among several friends and
somewhere near my women’s ourselves. How many years has
size 8. I wore those boots for it been, and how many items?
20
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“Have you received the ceiling
fans yet?” “Are you still opening
the garage door by hand?”
At this stage of the game, after
49 years of marriage, it’s not
easy to choose what a spouse
really wants or needs. We forego
the need to please with tangible
items that ultimately increase the
need for a scale down of
possessions. We might instead
settle on the gift of time—usually
celebrating by a night out at our
favorite restaurant. If we have
purchased a larger item ($$$)
sometime during the year, that
becomes Kay’s BD, Christmas,
and anniversary gift as well as
Jim’s BD, Christmas, and
anniversary gift.
I jest, yet I tell the truth. As I
said, Jim is generous and never
forgets my birthday, our
anniversary, or Mother’s Day. He
reminded me on our anniversary
this month with the cartoon
Stampede by Jerry Palen. He cut
it from his magazine and left it
on the table for me to see. Pa
says, “It’s our anniversary, Flo!
Do you want a set of tires or a
handyman jack?”

Special Feature

Jacobs Delivers Southwest Aircraft
By Judy Jacobs
Heartland Flying Farmer

On September 12, 2016 Don
Jacobs and his son Bill Jacobs
delivered a new 737-800 to
Southwest Airlines. Bill is a
captain and check airman for
Southwest, which means he is
giving the checkrides now. The
plane can hold 175 passengers
and six crew members. On this
flight only four people were
onboard the aircraft, Don, Bill,
Sean McMahon, and Kelly
McMahon. Sean is another check
airman for Southwest and Kelly
is his wife. Don was able to sit
on the jumpseat while Bill was

L to R: Bill & Don Jacobs in the cockpit

the pilot in command. The
preflight and prep took longer
than the actual flight. They flew
the aircraft from KBFI (Boeing
Field/King County International
Airport to KPAE (Snohomish
County Airport (Paine Field) in
Don & Bill Jacobs
Everett, Washington, which took
22 minutes in the air. The plane
will have the internet system
installed along with more
efficient winglets. This plane is
already in revenue service for When I went to get my driver’s
Southwest Airlines.
license renewed, our local
motor-vehicle bureau was
packed. The line inched along
for almost an hour until the man
ahead of me finally got his
license.

L to R: Don & Bill Jacobs in the
passenger area of the plane

He inspected his photo for a
moment and commented to the
clerk, “I was standing in line so
long, I ended up looking pretty
grouchy in this picture.”

Bill Jacobs won the 1986
youngest pilot award for flying The clerk looked at his picture
our plane into Colorado Springs closely. “It’s OK,” he reassured
IFF Convention.
the man, “That’s how you’re
going to look when the cops pull
you over anyway.”
September/October 2016
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Wishing you
A very Merry Christmas
Full of love & joy & cheer
That lasts all over Christmas
And continues through next year!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
From IFF Past President
Wayne & Terry Wilderman

May 2017 bring you good
health, good friends and lots
of happiness!
Zelda Thorp Lewis
IFF President

53.08° N/103.77° W - to - 31.73° N/35.21° E
5,228 nm
32h 41m
@162 knots

The gift of love.
The gift of peace.
The gift of happiness.
May all these be yours
at Christmas.
For us in the T210M, it is a long trek.
For the infant Jesus, it was just another hike.
Merry Christmas and the best in 2017
Clément and Sylvia Dion IFF Treasurer

22
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Pat Amdor

May the spirit
of CHRISTmas be yours
today and all through the
coming year!
JESUS IS THE REASON
FOR THE SEASON
Sending our love to you
and your family!
IFF Duchess Sharon &
Robert Harrison

IFF Queen Gloria & Kenneth Reed

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth ppeace
eace to thos
thosee on
whom His favor rests
.” Luke 2:14
rests.”

We wish all our Flying Farmer Friends
Peace, Love, & Joy.
May all these be yours at Christmas
and throughout the year
IFF WOY Barbara and Don Leis

May this Christmas end
the present year on a
cheerful note and
make the way for a
fresh and bright New
Year.
Here’s wishing you a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
Region 1 Director
George & Judy Conard

September/October 2016
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May Peace be
your gift at Christmas
and your blessing
all year through!
Glenn Kinneberg
Region 5 Director

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year
from sunny, warm
Arizona!
Audrey Ledgerwood
Region 9 Director

24
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Past President Jamie &
Region 10 Director Sue
Sossaman
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There’s no time quite like Christmas
For renewing IFF ties,
For saying what we really feel
But don’t say otherwise,
There’s no time quite like Christmas
To send you lots of love
And wishes for the happy things
You’re so deserving of!

May your Christmas sparkle
with moments of love,
laughter and goodwill,
And may the year ahead be
full of contentment and joy.

Have a Wonderful Christmas
and New Year

Have a Merry Christmas.

Region 11 Director Jack
& Merry Vandervalk

An artificial spider and web are often included
in the decorations on Ukrainian Christmas
trees. A spider web found on Christmas
morning is believed to bring good luck.
An average household in America will mail
out 28 Christmas cards each year and see
28 cards return in their place.
Animal Crackers are not really crackers, but
cookies that were imported to the United
States from England in the late 1800s.
Barnum’s circus-like boxes were designed with
a string handle so that they could be hung
on a Christmas tree.
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and North Carolina
are the top Christmas tree producing states.
Oregon is the leading producer of Christmas
trees - 8.6 million in 1998.

The IFF Office

As early as 1822, the postmaster in
Washington, D.C. was worried by the amount
of extra mail at Christmas time. His preferred
solution to the problem was to limit by law the
number of cards a person could send. Even
though commercial cards were not available at
that time, people were already sending so many
home-made cards that sixteen extra postmen
had to be hired in the city.
At Christmas, Ukrainians prepare a traditional
twelve-course meal. A family’s youngest child
watches through the window for the evening
star to appear, a signal that the feast can begin.
Candy canes began as straight white sticks of
sugar candy used to decorated the Christmas
trees. A choirmaster at Cologne Cathedral
decided have the ends bent to depict a
shepherd’s crook and he would pass them out
to the children to keep them quiet during the
services. It wasn’t until about the 20th century
that candy canes acquired their red stripes.

September/October 2016
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Special Feature

IFF Man of the Year Phil Peterson’s Day
By Joan Sanstadt
Sister-in-law of Phil Peterson
Phil Peterson of Oregon, Wis., who came and also because the
is the 2016 International Flying weather cooperated.
Farmer (IFF) Man of the Year.
The award, presented at the IFF
annual convention last July in
Springfield, Ill., is “bestowed on
the man who most epitomizes
the spirit of International Flying
Farmers and serves the overall
organization to the best of his
ability.”

the Year, Barbara Leis from
Greenville, Ohio, who was
accompanied by her husband,
Don. Pat Amdor from Mansfield,
Ill., the office manager and
editor of the IFF magazine, also
made the trip,” he pointed out.
Other IFF members came from
Illinois, as well as from Iowa,
Minnesota and the Dakotas.

Not only were the Petersons
gratified by the number of outof-state guests, “we were also
very pleased with family
members and friends who
helped out with chores such as
IFF MOY Phil Peterson with his cake
parking and registration.
Without all that help the event
“We were honored to have Zelda would never have been as
Lewis from Joliet, Ill., the current successful as it was,” Peterson
IFF MOY Phil Peterson welcomes
president
of
the
IFF said.
and introduces guests
organization, at our event. Also
present were the IFF Woman of “Barbara and Don Leis from
To celebrate the honor, Phil and
Ohio probably came from the
his wife, Carol, invited IFF
greatest distance,” he surmised.
members, family and friends to
Peterson Field on October 11 for
Three airplanes landed at
lunch, camaraderie and a tour
Peterson Field, the landing strip
of nearby Epic System, a
on the Peterson farm, but most
privately-held
healthcare
came by car.
software company.
“We had 60 people in attendance
and over 30 were members of
IFF,” Peterson said. “I was very
pleased of the number of people
26

L to R: IFF President Zelda Lewis, IFF
MOY Phil Peterson, IFF WOY Barbara Leis
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New IFF members Paul & Sharyn
Richardson on final at 15 WI

Attendees had time to view the
Petersons collection of aviationrelated photos, posters and
banners that make up the décor
of the hangar where their plane,
a Piper, Archer III model, is
housed.
Phil’s interest in flying began in
earnest after he, Carol and their
son, Mark, returned in 1958
from service in the U.S. Army.
Somehow, in addition to farming
with his father, Arba, Phil found
time to take flying lessons and
become a licensed pilot. “Those
lessons were the only thing I
used the G.I. Bill for,” he said.
While the farming operation
grew, Phil and Carol’s interest in
flying and aviation events also
grew. The Experimental Aircraft
Association (EAA) held in
Oshkosh, Wis., is an annual
event the Petersons enjoy. So is
the April Sun and Fun Fly-in
held in Florida. Phil has also
participated in the Angel Flight
Program, which helps injured
and/or ill people get to hospitals
for medical care. In 2001, Phil
joined other IFF members in an
Australian flight.
An annual event Phil makes time
for is a Canadian fishing trip
sponsored by Midwest Flyer
magazine, published by Dave
Weiman, who just happens to
be a Peterson neighbor.
That “love of flying” gene has
now been passed down to the
second and third generations.
September/October 2016
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Special Feature

A small portion of the EPIC campus

Peterson Family L to R: Son Mark & Daughter-in-law Betty, Phil & Carol, Granddaughter Michelle

Metal band in the entryway at EPIC

Son Mark is a licensed pilot, but
due to farming and other
responsibilities is not current at
the
present
time.
Granddaughters Kelle and
Michelle are the third generation
of Petersons displaying that
gene.
At the IFF Convention in
Springfield, IL, Michelle, a UWMadison student, was awarded
both the Lucky and Youngest
Pilot Awards. In addition, she
received the IFF Memorial Fund
Scholarship.

Barbara Leis stand next to a clock art
piece inside one of the EPIC buildings
One of the tour guides at EPIC

Phil and Carol are also being
recognized as the IFF Wisconsin
Chapter Man and Woman of the
Year.

Wife to husband: “Did you like
supper?”
Trying to be polite, the husband
says, “Yes.”
Sunflower art in one of the EPIC buildings
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The wife says, “I was just
wondering, because when I gave
some to the cats they tried to
bury it.”

EAA ‘SPIRIT OF AVIATION’ MOBILE EXPERIENCE
DEBUTS AT NBAA CONVENTION
EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wisconsin — (November 1, 2016) — The Experimental Aircraft
Association is unveiling its new Spirit of Aviation mobile experience trailer this week, as it brings
EAA’s mission and passion to aviation and non-aviation events throughout the country, with its
debut at the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition
in Orlando early next month.
The mobile experience has been in the works for more than a year and is designed to bring the EAA
brand to aviation enthusiasts through hands-on, member-tested activities engaging people in what
EAA is all about.
“We want to promote EAA, our passion for flight, and our mission of growing participation in
aviation in a way that’s fun and engaging,” said Dave Chaimson, EAA’s vice president of marketing
and business development. “The Spirit of Aviation mobile marketing unit brings EAA to life through
immersive activities and virtual reality experiences, giving visitors a glimpse into the world of
aviation, as well as inviting them to be part of EAA’s dynamic, growing, and innovative member
community.”
Visitor experiences include flight time in two Redbird TD flight simulators, a “Welcome to EAA” 360degree virtual reality video, and two hands-on EAA-branded activities: a sheet metal cookie cutter
project sponsored by Aircraft Spruce & Specialty, and an FT Venture foam glider, sponsored by
Flitetest.
The 53-foot semitrailer is also a rolling billboard for EAA, which includes graphics highlighting a
Long-EZ homebuilt aircraft and its futuristic design representing EAA’s experimental aircraft roots.
It also features visibility for EAA AirVenture Oshkosh and the 25th anniversary of the Young Eagles
program. Other unique features of the mobile display are a reproduction of the Wittman Regional
Airport control tower, a pop-out stage, and an activity area that can be repurposed for presentations
and other activities.
“Naturally we want to welcome current EAA members at aviation events, but this experience reaches
beyond to non-aviation events, where we can engage people of all ages who are fascinated with
flight,” Chaimson said. “EAA has always been open to everyone who wishes to participate. Going
beyond the usual airport and aviation locations will allow EAA to connect with more people throughout
the country in ways we haven’t been able to previously. We’re taking Oshkosh on the road!”
Following the Spirit of Aviation debut at the NBAA convention, the trailer will head to the U.S. Sport
Aviation Expo in Sebring, Florida, in January before embarking on a full tour during 2017. Complete
schedule information will be announced as it is finalized.
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What Does Yuma, Arizona Have to Offer?
2017 IFF Workshop
The time for Workshop, January 15 to 18, inclusive, is fast
approaching! We are pleased to update what you can expect when
you come to Yuma. The Radisson Hotel Yuma will be the base of
our activities. When you make your reservations, you will want to
arrive on Sunday, January 15, with check out the morning of
Thursday, January 19th. On the morning of January 19th, VFF
member Davene Brown is planning a tour to Algodones, which is
just across the border in Mexico. This tour is not an official part of
the Workshop. The plans for this tour will be available directly
from Davene.
Please be sure to make your reservations with the hotel as soon as possible. The hotel rates will be
honored three days both before and after the Workshop dates. Of course you can always cancel 24
hours ahead of your arrival date if that becomes necessary. Rates are valid up to December 15th.
Hotel phone number is located on the Workshop Registration Form.
On pages 32 & 33 you will find the details about our three tour days that are currently planned. As
always, there may be slight modifications due to unforeseen circumstances.
Two of our speakers are scheduled to give us information about interesting topics in the Yuma area.
One is Paul Brierley, Executive Director of the Yuma Center of Excellence for Desert Agriculture, who
is tasked with orchestrating research which merges science and crop production.
Another of our speakers is Douglas Cox who heads up Yuma’s operations at the dam and will give
our group an overview of dam operations and briefly discuss the Imperial Irrigation District and its
water use.
Time permitting, plans are in the works for a third presenter to attend.
Please remember to send in your registration form to the IFF Office so we can count you in for bus
tours and meals.
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Radisson Hotel Yuma
1501 S Redondo Center Dr
Yuma, AZ 85365

This unfussy 3-star business hotel off I-8 is 3 miles from Yuma International Airport.
The casual, warmly decorated rooms offer free Wi-Fi, flat-screens, and desks with ergonomic chairs,
as well as mini fridges and tea and coffeemakers. Upgraded rooms add complimentary drink vouchers.
Room service is available.
Freebies consist of an airport shuttle and hot breakfast in an informal restaurant with a patio. Other
perks include a modern bar, indoor and outdoor pools, and hot tubs, in addition to a fitness room,
a business center and meeting space. Pets are allowed (fee).

September/October 2016
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Yuma Workshop Itinerary Highlights
January 16
Castle Dome Mines Museum, CastleDomeMuseum.org
You’ll kick off your Yuma adventures with a visit to one of Arizona’s hidden gems: Castle Dome Mines Museum
combines gritty history with spectacular desert vistas. Despite the museum label, this unique attraction is
actually a ghostly mining camp sprawled across rocky desert at the foot of Castle Dome mountain. It includes
a rustic town, more than 50 buildings stuffed with artifacts, a restored stamp mill, and a self-guided hiking
trail past mineshafts and a pioneer graveyard – all surrounded by the spectacular scenery of Kofa National
Wildlife refuge.
There’s lots of history to mine: some of the diggings date to the 1600s, some were worked through the 1970s.
But its heyday followed the discovery of a rich vein of silver in 1864, and during that era, more than 3,000
people lived in Castle Dome City, far more than in Yuma.
Today, you can get a sense of their hardscrabble frontier life thanks to Allen and Stephanie Armstrong, who
purchased the Castle Dome claim in 1993, opened the museum in 1998, and have now incorporated it as a
nonprofit. Their decades of equally hardscrabble work literally saved this chapter of Arizona history from
disappearing – and preserved it for you to discover.
Writer Roger Naylor has called this “the coolest place in Arizona most folks never heard of” … a “desert
hideaway … where I feel like I’m part of the story.” (Arizona Republic story)

Cloud Museum, CloudMuseum.DynamiteDave.com
Taking a walk through the three acres of the Cloud Museum is literally a stroll down memory lane. Among the
115 vintage vehicles gathered under numerous roofs or open to the deep blue skies are more than 75 Model
T Fords. But that’s only the beginning, because there’s also “stuff” of all descriptions, much of it mechanical,
some simply interesting to the eye of the collector, retired farmer Johnny Cloud. “If it’s old and rusty and
useless, I’ve got it,” Cloud laughs. Still, the pride he takes in his collection shines through, along with the true
value of things like the truck his dad drove into Yuma without headlights on a moonlit night 75+ years ago to
fetch the doctor to deliver his sister. Amazingly, all the vehicles are in running order, thanks to Cloud, who
does all the work himself and built some of them from unrelated but authentic parts.

January 17
Your exploration of Yuma vibrant past will begin with a bus tour of Historic Downtown, including stories of
business tycoons, movie stars, riverboat captains, and much more. Stops will include:
Pivot Point Interpretative Plaza, where the first railroad train entered
Arizona in 1877. This public park incorporates the original concrete pivot
that allowed Yuma’s railroad bridge to swing open for passing steamboats
and features an authentic 1907 Baldwin locomotive. A “ghost train” audio
installation re-creates the arrival of a steam locomotive and colorful signs
give you a capsule history of the “Yuma crossing” and why geography
placed Yuma at the crossroads of history for hundreds of years.
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Yuma Quartermaster Depot State Historic Park: From this high ground
alongside the Colorado River, a frontier Army depot supplied the forts
of the Southwest beginning in the 1860s. Later, the Bureau of Reclamation
worked from the same site to build dams to prevent floods, generate
power and ensure water supplies. Don’t miss the exhibit on the Yuma
Siphon - a huge tunnel under the Colorado River that first delivered
irrigation water to the Yuma Valley in 1912, and still operates today. This
10-acre park features some of Arizona’s oldest buildings.

Yuma Territorial Prison State Historic Park: The Yuma Territorial Prison only operated for 33 years - but that was
long enough to etch a fearsome reputation into the history of the Old West, a legacy that lives on in movies
like “3:10 to Yuma.” Authorized in 1875 with a construction budget of $25,000, the prison opened in July of
1876 when the first seven prisoners were locked into cells they’d hacked out of the granite of Prison Hill with
their own hands.
Over the next three decades, a total of 3,069 prisoners, including
lady stagecoach robber Pearl Hart and 28 other women, lived
within the prison’s walls. Hear echoes of hard time in a hard
place as you walk through the cellblock: motion sensors trigger
audio inspired by prisoner diaries, bringing to life the reality of
what some called the “hellhole.”

January 18
Farmer to Farmer tour, Yuma Visitors Bureau
Curious about how agriculture works in an area that typically receives less than three inches of rain a year –
and why farmers get annoyed when it does rain here? Our Farmer to Farmer tour will provide the inside
details. Led by Dr. Kurt Nolte of the University of Arizona, your day begins at the University of Arizona Yuma
Agricultural Center, a working research farm in the Yuma Valley. The University’s ag research facilities in Yuma
date back to 1906 and now include more than 400 acres in four different locations. You’ll get a look at
laboratories and test fields and the interesting research UA scientists are doing on issues of importance to
area farmers. Following your tour of the farm, you’ll enjoy a “windshield” tour of the Yuma Valley, which will
be in peak production during your visit. With rich soil, abundant water and more than 350 days of sunshine a
year, Yuma enjoys the country’s longest growing season and:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Produces a $3.2 billion economic agricultural output, more than 1/3 of the total for Arizona
Is number 1 in the state and number 3 in the nation for vegetable production
Grows more than 90 percent of the nation’s leafy vegetables from November through March
Is one of the world’s top producers of gourmet Medjool dates
Is a top exporter of durum wheat to Italy, where it’s used for premium pasta
Is Arizona’s top producer of lemons, tangelos, tangerines, watermelon and cantaloupe
Grows more than 175 different crops and seeds

You’ll wrap up your “field trip” in the little farm town of Somerton, at Main Street Café. Part of the nonprofit
Regional Center for Border Health, the café promotes healthy versions of border favorites and empowers
women through job training, so your lunch also supports a good cause.
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Special Feature

THE ‘GEMS OF SPAIN’ CRUISE AND TOUR
By Judy & George Conard
New Jersey Flying Farmers
At the IFF Convention in
Springfield, IL this summer,
George and I were invited by
Davene and Jerry Brown to join
them and some other Flying
Farmers on a cruise to five ports
in Spain. We said yes and soon
we had a group of 10 Flying
Farmers traveling together. Four
Vermont Flying Farmers:
Davene and Jerry Brown, Wenda
Bird and Diana Reynolds. Janice
and Dave Tranberg from
Delaware, Gord and Nancy Abra
from Ontario and we two from
New Jersey.

L to R: Judy Conard, NJ & Nancy Abra, ON
on a Barcelona downtown street in old
section of town

Our tour guide showing a tile mosaic of
Barcelona and a map outline of Catalonia
on the floor

city. We rented an apartment in
the old city that accommodated
all of us and used that as a base
for day trips around the city. Our
group was large enough to book
a ‘group’ tour with a guide in
Barcelona and in each port city
we visited. This proved to be
more economical and personal
than using the shore excursions
offered by the cruise line. Many
times, we actually traveled away
from the port city to nearby

towns with interesting things to
see.

L to R: Wenda Bird, VT; Davene Brown,
VT; Judy Conard, NJ playing scrabble on
board the Eurodam Cruise Ship while in
port in Barcelona with a ship similar to
our ship in the background.

The cruise started in Barcelona,
made five ports of call and
returned to Barcelona. We
arrived early in Barcelona and
spent four days exploring that
34

Apartment building or
Barcelona near our “flat”.
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The recurring theme in each
town and city was the long
history of the place and the
influence of the cultures that
dominated in the past. Most of
the towns and cities had an ‘old
city’ where the influence of the
Romans, Moors, Jews and
Catholics was everywhere to be
seen. It is true that when the
Moors were expelled from Spain,
many of the Mosques were torn
down and Catholic churches
build on those foundations. Yet,
evidence of the former cultures
are everywhere. We saw the
magnificent tile work and arches
still in place from the Moors, the
old Jewish quarter in Seville, the
palm groves and irrigation
systems in Elche still in use
today. Many of you remember

from your history classes that
the Jews were expelled from
Spain in 1492. They were told
that they could convert to the
Catholic faith or leave the
country. When most of them
left, the Spanish crown realized
that the banking system and
most of the doctors were also
gone.
The highlight in Barcelona was
the La Sagrada Familia, a unique
and elaborate church built and
designed by the architect, Gaudi.
The church was started in 1882
and was dedicated as a basilica
in 2010 and open for worship
but is still under construction.
When we visited the church,
large number of tourists were
side by side with workmen as
the work on the interior
continued.
The construction
is now financed by the fees
charged to tourists.

Special Feature

They used a square area with
palm trees along the edges and
used the inner square, shaded
by the palms to grow fruits and
vegetables. The area was
irrigated with a ditching system
that was controlled by small
wooden gates in the ditches that
could be removed by hand to
start and stop the flow of water.
There was a street fair going on
Our own “Davene Group” Bus
in Elche that day. Vendors were
cooking and selling lots of great
From the port of Cartagena, we food including Paella and
traveled to the town of Elche. homemade potato chips. Our
This area has the largest guide was trying to get us to
concentration of palm trees with visit the church located in the
over 200,000 in and around the area of the street fair. He didn’t
city. It is thought that the trees have too much luck with that
go back over 2,500 years and since the food and the stalls
may have been brought to the selling all sorts of goods were
area by the Phoenicians. We of much more interest to us.
visited the national gardens with
thousands of varieties of palm. When the ship docked in Malaga,
We also went to a smaller area we went to the city of Ronda.
that recreated the method of We traveled through some very
farming used by the Moors.

Pigeon House located in Huerta Palm
Tree Park in Ronda

L to R: Boarding the bus to Ronda are Nancy Abra, Dave Tranberg, Gord Abra,
Janice Tranberg, Diana Reynolds, Jerry Brown
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Valley view from Ronda of farm fields and
orchards
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fun to be with our friends
especially because many of them
are great Scrabble players. We
had a few great games to add
to the other good times on the
trip.

Flowers and bull sculpture near the
entrance of Ronda bull fighting ring

hilly farm country with olive
trees as the main crop. Some
know the city of Ronda because
of its connection with bull
fighting and the presence of
Ernest Hemingway and Orson
Welles as frequent visitors for
these events. The bull fighting
ring is open to tourists but no
longer used for bull fighting. We

Bridge over deep gorge that divides the
city of Ronda

day. We planned tours in four
of the ports and had a relaxing
day in Gibraltar to walk that city
on our own. We had one day at
sea to make the trip back to
Barcelona from our last port of
Cadiz. It was a great trip and

Interior of bull fight ring in Ronda, Spain

walked the old part of the city
and had a magnificent view from
the high point of the town
looking down a steep ravine.
Ronda also has an elaborate
Catholic church built on the
foundation of a Mosque.
Our time on the cruise ship also
had a lot of offer. We had a
comfortable cabin, the food was
great and the staff was always
helpful. The seven day cruise
stopped at five ports, one each
36

Before boarding the bus at Valencia L to R: Gordon Abra, Diana Reynolds, Jerry
Brown, Judy conard (George Conard behind her), Wenda Bird, Davene Brown Nancy
Abra, Janice & Dave Tranberg
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Buddy Delight Candy
1 c. brown sugar
1 c. white sugar
¼ c. white syrup
¾ c. half & half

1 t. butter
1 t. vanilla
½ c. chopped nuts
½ c. coconut

Cook first four ingredients over medium heat to soft ball stage. Remove from heat. Add butter &
vanilla. Cool to lukewarm. Beat. When it begins to stiffen, add nuts & coconut. Spread in buttered
8 X 8 X 2 pan.
Rum Balls
1 – 7¼ oz. box vanilla wafers, crushed
1 lb. nuts, finely ground

½ c. honey
½ c. rum

Combine all ingredients & mix thoroughly. Form into balls. Roll in powdered sugar. Store in airtight container. Roll in powdered sugar again before serving.
Chocolate Covered Pecans
18 oz. chocolate chips
1 can sweetened condensed milk

1 large jar marshmallow cream
1 lb pecan halves

Melt first three ingredients. Add pecans. Drop by spoonfuls onto waxed paper. After cooled & set,
store in air-tight container.
Caramels
2¼ c. brown sugar
1 c. white syrup
1 c. butter

½ t. salt
1 can sweetened condensed milk
1 t. vanilla

Melt butter in pan over medium heat. Stir in brown sugar, then syrup & salt. Cook to soft ball stage
(235o F) over medium heat. Remove from heat and add vanilla. May add 1 c. chopped nuts if
desired. Pour into buttered 9 X 13 pan.
Easy Microwave Fudge
1 lb. powdered sugar
½ c. cocoa
1 stick butter

¼ c. milk
1 tsp. vanilla

Put all ingredients into microwave safe bowl (but DO NOT STIR) and put in microwave oven for 23 minutes or until butter is melted. After butter has melted, remove from microwave and stir to
desired fudge consistency and pour into buttered loaf pan.
September/October 2016
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‘Round the Regions
Sadly, on October 21st, we said
good-bye to longtime Flying
Farmer, Richard West. Richard
always had a story to tell and
By Tina Wharton an infectious laugh to go with
Delmarva Flying Farmer it. He will be truly missed by operated by Patrick Bakaitis. We
those who knew and loved him learned of his brief TV career in
On September 17th, Delmarva
‘Building Wild” on the
met in Lewes, DE for lunch and
GEOGRAPHIC
By June Pendleton NATIONAL
a tour of Ft. Miles. Ft. Miles was
Vermont Flying Farmer channel, where he was known
an American military installation
as “Tuffy”.
located on Cape Henlopen near
Sunday, October 9 was a mild,
Lewes, DE. It was built in 1941
overcast day, calm and 64 Everyone came to attention
and was a key piece in the
degrees.
For two hours when a plane skirted the trees
nation’s coastal defense during
members and friends gathered and landed on the runway just
WWII. In 2012, a gun was
around the large campfire to visit up the hill from us. Then came
salvaged from the USS Missouri
and monitor the pig roasting another and another......until ten
and became a big part of Battery
progress. Meanwhile everyone planes had arrived. They sure
519 Museum at Ft. Miles.
sampled the many tempting surprised those of us who didn’t
snacks and plentiful libations, know about the landing strip.
On September 24th, Joel and I
which ranged from cider to Even the others were surprised
joined Pennsylvania Flying
champagne. Many technical because their appearance had
Farmers for lunch at Charlotte
types admired the unique hog been a well kept secret.
and Evan Lapp’s home. It was
roaster
contrived
from
the perfect day for lunch on the
horizontal propane tanks rather After everyone had eaten the
deck overlooking their beautiful
than the more common fuel oil roast pork and all the other good
backyard.
tank. The roaster was built and food and stood in front of the
fire long enough to get lots of
smoke in their eyes, it was time
for good-byes and travel home
through the bright autumn
scenery.
A big thank you to Chris and
Dawn for a great afternoon!”

Back row L to R: Joel Wharton, Eilene Keller, Tim Tyson, Sharon Tyson, Tina Wharton,
Lucille Zettlemoyer, Joe Mast. Front row L to R: Charlotte Lapp, Evan Lapp, Bob Noll,
Kathy Vogt, Keith Vogt.
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‘Round the Regions
walks barefoot in park in the
middle of winter to prove that
he is not, after all, a fuddyduddy.
We all appreciated the
opportunity to watch this cast of
By Mary Hawthorne talented
local
people
Ontario Flying Farmer performing.
Ontario Flying Farmers
October Fly-in
Sunday, October 16 th, was a
rainy day so 31 people enjoyed
the fall colours from the comfort
of their earth-bound vehicles as
they headed to Shelburne. They
were welcomed by President
Dave Hawthorne at the
Shelburne Agricultural Hall
where they enjoyed a delightful
potluck lunch.
After visiting and lunch we all
were entertained by the Tipling
Stage Company’s production of
Neil Simon’s “Barefoot in the
Park” at the local theatre. The
storyline is: Paul and Corie
Bratter are newlyweds - Corie is
an impulsive, enthusiatic
romantic while her husband is a
proper and rather stuffy young
attorney more involved in his
budding legal career than in
building their love nest. They get
a surprise visit from Corie’s
loopy mother, Ethel, who Corie
tricks into a blind date with their
eccentric neighbor, Victor
Velasco. Everything that can go
wrong, does. Paul questions
Corie’s judgment and Corie
questions Paul’s sense of
romance and adventure and
their quarrels escalate until Paul

By Glenn Kinneberg
Minnkota Flying Farmer
As I am writing this we have had
some wonderful weather so the
farmers have been getting their
crops out of the fields. After the
heavy rains of September
everybody was happy when the
sun and wind helped dry things
out.
After a hiatus since the IFF
convention the Minnkota Chapter
will get together on December
9th at Willmar, Minnesota. We
meet at McMillan’s restaurant for
dinner as in past years at 5 pm
and then attend the Assembly
of God church for their
Christmas program at 7 pm.
Please call Gene Payne at 320852-3036 before December 2nd
if you plan to attend.

touring Australia. This summer
Ken enjoyed a flying trip to
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia for the
COPA convention. Ken wrote a
nice story of his trip out and
back. The Manitoba chapter is
having a Christmas bowling
party on November 26th. The
annual convention for Manitoba
is set for April 21-22 at the
Canard Inn Portage La Prairie.
October 11 on a beautiful day
in Oregon, Wisconsin a group
of fifty people helped celebrate
Phil Peterson as the IFF ‘s Man
of the Year. It was held on Phil’s
farm in his hangar. Three planes
flew in on Phil’s manicured strip.
Members from SD, MN, IL,OH
and WI enjoyed a fine catered
lunch and then boarded buses
to Verona, Wisconsin (west of
Madison) for a tour of EPIC, a
fast growing healthcare software
development firm with a very
unique campus with 10,000
employees on site. All the office
buildings have very different
architecture and themes. On the
return to the farm we all
enjoyed ice cream at Culvers.
Now when I drive by on #18 I
will know what all those
buildings on the north side are
for——a interesting day!
Next stop——Yuma Workshop

From the Manitoba chapter Ken
and Colette Pierce are now
September/October 2016
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By Dale Bohrer
IA/MO Flying Farmer
The IA/MO chapter will be
having officer’s day on
November 12. There will be a
meeting, lunch at the historical
Old Stone House Inn and a tour
of the Central stone Company’s
new sand plant.

meeting. It was held in Ritzville
at the Memories Diner. Fourteen
members were present. Office
positions were filled with Bob
Clinesmith, President; Art Sager,
V-President; Chris Clinesmith,
Secretary; Nina Richardson,
Treasurer; and newly appointed
Directors, Barney Buckley and
Jerry Richardson joining Larry
King and Pete Swannack who
have another year to serve as
directors.

Arrowheads from Oregon & Washington
lining wall with bronze sculpture in foreground

building, videos showing the
past history, the bronze
sculpture gallery, and a lovely
barbecue dinner.

Don’t forget IFF Workshop in
Yuma, AZ on January 15-18,
2017.
The Heartland Chapter is
planning their Christmas Party.
Convention for the Heartland
Chapter is February 10-12 in
Holdrege, NE.

L to R: Burgess Lange & Art Sager
in front of war memorabilia

Kansas has their convention
planned for March 11-13 in On October 8 we traveled to Hot
Lake Resort near LaGrande,
Goodland, KS.
Oregon. Twelve members and
The IA/MO Chapter is planning 4 guests made the trip, some
their convention for March 3-5 staying over in LaGrande as it
was a distance to drive. Hot
in Clinton, Iowa.
Lakes is a historic building which
has been a hotel, tuberculosis
sanitarium, and now a bed and
breakfast with a bronze
sculpture, museum of Indian,
pioneer,
and
military
memorabilia from the last 100
years. Before there was even a
By Colene Sager building, the pioneers enjoyed
Washington Flying Farmer a hot bath from the hot springs
that is still used today in hot tubs
Washington Flying Farmers met and also in heating the building.
on September 17 for our annual We enjoyed a tour of the
40
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L to R: Bob Clinesmith, Larry King & Jenny
Harris enjoying lunck

By Jack Vandervalk
Alberta Flying Farmer
June in our area was short of
rain and the grass was starting
to get brown. But July came and
it started to bring us showers
that continued even all fall.
Things are still very green
causing an unusual year to get
haying and harvest done.

September 23 some of our
Alberta Farmers went to
Fairmount Hot springs for golf
and the hot pools. Saturday
evening we enjoyed a Bavarian
supper at the Black Forest
restaurant in Invermere. Sunday
afternoon we were in Lethbridge
to help flying farmer Barbara
Tiegs celebrate her 85 birthday.
In late September one of our last
Charter members Paul Madge
passed away. On Oct 8th a large
group of us had a graveside
service and then a beef dinner
meal. That was Paul’s idea, only
the grave side service was longer
than what Paul would have
wanted. The cold morning made
it feel long but the thoughts and
memories were very good. Also
the fellowship and beef dinner
inside was enjoyed by a large
group of family, friends and
flying farmers.
October, Merry and I were off
to Manitou, Saskatchewan to
attend the 61st SFF convention.
As we traveled we saw the
amount of crop that needed to
be harvested. With nice weather
that Friday I was counting on
maybe a poor attendance. I was
wrong because there was a nice
group and good fellowship for
the next 2 days. But on

‘Round the Regions

Christmas Trivia

Saturday and Sunday were wet
and cloudy. At the business
meeting they talked about
having a one day meeting.
Sunday those that flew were
forced to wait for the fog to clear.
Saturday noon we toured a
church that had very colorful
lead glass windows. The west
window was 500 years old. The
window was shipped from
England in 1912. We were
amazed at the amount of time it
must have taken to produce such
a beautiful piece of art. Sunday
after a church service we started
for home in the fog. On the way
to Manitou we wished we had
flown but Sunday we were
thankful to drive.

“White Christmas” (1954), starring
Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye, was
the first movie to be made in Vista
Vision, a deep-focus process.
“The Nutcracker” is the name for
the ballet performed around
Christmas time each year. “The
Nutcracker Suite” is the title of the
music Tchaikovsky wrote.
“Wassail” comes from the Old
Norse “ves heill”—to be of good
health. This evolved into the
tradition of visiting neighbors on
Christmas Eve and drinking to their
health.
A Christmas club, a savings
account in which a person deposits
a fixed amount of money regularly
to be used at Christmas for
shopping, came about around
1905.
A traditional Christmas dinner in
early England was the head of a
pig prepared with mustard.
According to a 1995 survey, 7 out
of 10 British dogs get Christmas
gifts from their doting owners.

As Alberta Queen Merry is
planning for a Christmas party.
The date is Dec 10 in High River
at the Ramada Hotel. We are
hoping for good weather and a
good attendance.
Although many believe the Friday
after Thanksgiving is the busiest
shopping day of the year, it is not.
It is the fifth to tenth busiest day.
The Friday and Saturday before
Christmas are the two busiest
shopping days of the year.
September/October 2016

According to historical accounts,
the first Christmas in the Philippines
was celebrated 200 years before
Ferdinand Magellan discovered the
country for the western world, likely
between the years 1280 and 1320
AD.
According to the National
Christmas Tree Association,
Americans buy 37.1 million real
Christmas trees each year; 25
percent of them are from the
nation’s 5,000 choose-and-cut
farms.
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Memorial

Patrick Murphy
1931 - 2016
Patrick D. Murphy, age 84,
passed away on April 27, 2016
at his home in Lakewood, CO.
He was born on July 9, 1931 to
Leonard and Myrtle (Harkin)
Murphy in Watertown, South
Dakota. He was raised on a
farm near Henry and graduated
from Watertown High School in
1949. Following graduation Pat
joined the U.S. Navy. After
earning his wings as a navy pilot
he flew until 1955. Pat was a
United Airlines pilot for 35 years
before retiring. He was a
member of International Flying
Farmers.
Pat is survived by his wife of 55
years, Dolores Murphy,
Lakewood, CO; one son, Chris
(Linda) Murphy, Denver, CO; 3
brothers, DWayne (Karen),
Marshall, MN, Arlen (Darlene),
Watertown and J.A. of Sioux
Falls; one sister, Sister Patrick
Leonard Murphy, PBVM,
Estherville, IA; and several
nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by
his parents.
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W. Paul Madge
1926-2016

Eleanor Whaley
1929-2016
Eleanor B. Whaley, age 87, of
Laurel, Delaware passed away
on September 26, 2016 at her
son’s home. Eleanor was born
near Bacon Switch, Delaware on
May 10, 1929. She is the
daughter of the late Elton W.
Hastings and Ida Hearn
Hastings.

W. Paul Madge of Milk River,
Alberta died on September 21,
2016 at the age of 90 years. Paul
was born June 17, 1926 to Edna
Coffin Madge and W. Martin
Madge. He lived a full life, taking
over Madge Equipment from his
father as a young man,
becoming a pilot at age 26, town Eleanor had worked at the E.I.
DuPont Company and later
Mayor the following year.
enjoyed helping on the family
In 1956, Paul married Nola farm with her late husband
Matkin of Magrath and they George R. Whaley, Sr. and
welcomed three children in to the family. She was a lifetime
family fold, Martin 1958, Bruce member and Sunday school
1960 and JoEllen 1961. As a teacher at Trinity United
young family, they became Methodist Church in Laurel, and
Charter members of the Alberta was the church historian.
chapter of International Flying Eleanor was a member of the
Farmers. This brought many International Flying Farmers and
adventures through the years, as once served as the chapter
well as life-long friendships all “Queen”. Her motto was always
around North America which “work hard so that we can play
hard.” The family enjoyed
lasted a lifetime.
spending their summers together
Selling his business in 1975, Paul at the beach, and water skiing
redirected his energy into real on the Indian River Bay. Eleanor
estate and enjoyed managing was also well known for her
that through the rest of his life. delicious homemade ice cream.
After retirement, he served a
decade on the ADC Board for the Eleanor is survived by her one
son, George “Bobby” Robert
Alberta Government.
Whaley, Jr., and 7 grandchildren
Paul was predeceased by his and 9 great grandchildren.
parents; William Martin Madge
and Edna Coffin Madge, siblings; In addition to her parents she is
Helen Salisbury, Frank Madge, preceded in death by her
Beth Hummel, and Grace Snow. husband of 70 years, George R.
Whaley, Sr. She is also preceded
Paul is survived by his children in death by her children;
Martin Madge, Bruce Madge, Rebecca, Beverly, and Jimmy
JoEllen Cushing and seven Dale; and her siblings, Lula
Dukes, Mary Andrick, and
grandchildren.
Howard Hastings.
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David Huber
1927-2016

Richard E. West
1947-2016

Memorial

David Swisher Huber, 89, of
Peach Bottom, PA entered into
rest on Monday, October 17,
2016. He was the son of the
late Ammon and Freda (Swisher)
Huber. He and his wife,
Charlotte
(Shoemaker)
celebrated 67 years of marriage
in June.

Richard E. West, age 69 a
lifelong resident of Frankford,
DE passed away peacefully
surrounded by his loving family
on Friday, October 21, 2016 at
Peninsula Regional Medical
Center in Salisbury, MD. He was
known for his love of people and
always had an infectious smile
and laugh.

David owned and operated the
Big Wing Dairy Farm in Fulton
Twp. He was a member of
Wakefield
Lions
Club,
Pennsylvania Flying Farmers and
International Flying Farmers.
He served as Fulton Township
Supervisor for eighteen years
and Auditor for twenty-two
years. David also served as
Elder and Deacon at the Little
Britain Presbyterian Church
where he had been a member
since 1944.

Richard was born in Salisbury,
MD on February 18, 1947 son
of the late Edwin and Margaret
(Banks) West. He was a graduate
of Lord Baltimore High School
Class of 1965, where he was a
star basketball, football and
baseball player. Richard also
proudly served his country in the
Delaware Army National Guard.

In addition to his wife, David is
survived by his children; James,
husband of Carole Holloway of
Peach Bottom, Joyce Gundrum
of Lancaster, Thomas, husband
of Peggy Douts of Quarryville,
Lois Yinger, wife of Robert of
Carlisle,
and
Janet
Braightmeyer, wife of Brian of
Quarryville.
Eleven
grandchildren and seven great
grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by sisters; Pearl Best
and Ruby Johnston along with
a great-great grandson, James
Dundore.

MISS ME - BUT LET ME GO
When I come to the end of the road
And the sun has set for me
I want no rites in a gloom-filled room.
Why cry for a soul set free?
Miss me a little—but not too long
And not with your head bowed low.
Remember the love that we once
shared
Miss me—but let me go.
For this is a journey that we all must
take
And each must go alone. It’s all a part
of the Master’s plan
A step on the road to home.
When you are lonely and sick of heart
Go to the friends we know
And bury your sorrows in doing good
deeds.
Miss Me - But Let me Go!
Author Unknown
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Richard married his high school
sweetheart, Sonya Maziarz at St.
George’s United Methodist
Church on July 17, 1964. He was
a farmer on the family farm
outside of Frankford and was
also a pilot. He attended and
was a lifelong member of St.
George’s United Methodist
Church in Clarksville, DE.
In addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by his sister,
Lorraine W. Steen in 2008. He is
survived by his loving wife of 52
years, Sonya (Maziarz) West; 2
daughters, Andrea L. WestMcCabe of Frankford, DE and
Anita L. West-Werner of Bear,
DE; 5 grandchildren, Kaila D.
McCabe, Kendall A. McCabe,
Weston M. Werner, Analiese R.
Werner and Kaitlyn King and a
sister-in-law, Phyllis Stevens of
Frankford, DE.
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Christmas Trivia Quiz

1. What Christmas Ballet is the
most famous of all?
Rudolph’s Surprise
The Nutcracker
Mr. and Mrs. Claus
Frosty Goes to New York
2. Where was Mommy kissing Santa
Claus?
On the Corner
In the Bedroom
Under the Mistletoe
In a Dark Alley
3. Who wrote the song “Here
Comes Santa Claus”?
Michael Jackson
Gene Autry
Persy Douglas
Leroy Jones
4. What does Alvin want for
Christmas?
An iPod
A Bottle of Rum
A Hula Hoop
A New Car
5. What should little children leave
out for Santa on Christmas Eve?
Cookies and Milk
A Bottle of Wine
Chewing Gum
Chedder Cheese
6. What is Frosty the Snowman’s
nose made of?
A Carrot
A Potato
A Button
A Rock
7. Who is Ebenezer?
The Milk Man
The 23rd President
The Scrooge
Mrs. Claus’s Secret Friend
8. What color is the Grinch?
Green
Blue
White
Black
Answers on page 14
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9. Which reindeer’s name starts
with a “B”?
Bart
Burt
Bodog
Blitzen
10. Which reindeer does not belong
below?
Dancer
Comet
Roger
Dasher
11. What Christmas plant is
“Viscum” used to label:
Mistletoe
Holly
Ivy
Sage
12. The name of Scrooge’s dead
business partner:
James Willcot
John Mantis
Jacob Marley
Jimmy Booth
13. Which author made the remark
“I gave them for Dinner a Piece of
roast Beef and plum Puddings – and
after dinner half a Pint of strong
Beer apiece. “:
Philip Larkin
James Woodforde
Samuel Johnson
Evelyn Waugh
14. Who tried to steal Christmas
from the “Whos of Whoville” in the
1966 cartoon based on the Dr. Seuss
Story?:
The Grinch
The Snowman
Hattie Jacques
Ian Holm
15. What was the film called in
which Peter Auty sang Walking in
the Air?:
The Grinch
The Snowman
Hattie Jacques
Ian Holm
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Name That Christmas Song
1. “Round yon virgin mother and
child”:
Jingle Bells
Silent Night
I’ll Be Home For Christmas
We Three Kings
2. “Bearing gifts we traverse afar”:
Jingle Bells
Silent Night
I’ll Be Home For Christmas
We Three Kings
3. “And Heaven and nature sing”:
Away in a Manger
Joy to the World
While Shepherds Watched
White Christmas
4. “Tis the season to be jolly”:
Deck the Halls
While Shepherds Watched
Jingle Bells
God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen
5. “God and sinners reconciled”:
O Come O Come Emmanuel
O come All Ye Faithful
Hark the Herald Angels
The First Noel
6. “Disperse the gloomy clouds of
night”:
O Come All Ye Faithful
O Come O Come Emmanuel
Hark the Herald Angels
The First Noel
7. “Joyful and triumphant”:
O Come All Ye Faithful
Joy to the World
Deck the Halls
Ave Maria
8. “Looked down where he lay”:
The First Noel
Little Town of Bethlehem
Joy to the World
Away in a Manger
9. “O tidings of comfort and joy”:
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen

The First Noel
Ding Dong Merrily on High
Away in a Manger
10. “On a cold winter’s night that
was so deep”:
Away in a Manger
The First Noel
Ave Maria
Deck the Halls
Answers on page 8
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Chapter Supplies Available
through IFF -- New Prices!
Queen’s Tiara
Trophy
WOY Pin
Queen’s Pin
(w/year guard)
Year Guard

$45.00
$50.00
$15.00

__________
__________
__________

$45.00
$22.00

__________
__________

TOTAL

$_________

Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of supplies
ordered -- indicate year for the trophy
and pin under “Additional Info”. Please
allow 6 weeks for the trophy, tiara and
pins, and 3-4 weeks for the WOY pin.

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents: Make note of
the following deadlines for upcoming
issues of the International Flying
Farmer magazine.
Issue
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline
Jan. 1
Mar. 1
May 1
July 1
Sept. 1
Nov. 1

NOTICES

Name: ________________________
Address: ______________________
_____________________________

Your announcement could go here

City: _________________________
State/Prov: ____________________
Zip/Postal: ____________________
Mail check and order form to:
International Flying Farmers
P.O. Box 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

This space is
available

If you submit an article that has
been published in another publication, you must also submit permission from the publication in which
it appeared as well as permission
from the writer of the article. These
permissions must be in writing or
the article cannot be printed in the
IFF magazine.

NOTICES
IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund
Donations
All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax purposes
since the IFF Memorial
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)(3)
charitable institution. They should
be sent to:
IFF Past Presidents
c/o Don Leis
5315 Horatio Harris Creek Rd
Greenville, OH 45331-9332

NOMINATIONS FOR IFF WOY
NOMINATIONS FOR IFF WOY, MOY &
Airport Operator ARE DUE MAY 31, 2017!
Any active IFF member can be nominated and
does not have to be a current chapter MOY
and WOY.
The nomination form MUST be submitted AND
signed by an active IFF member. If it is submitted
by email to IFF1944@hotmail.com, then a copy
MUST BE MAILED to IFF, PO Box 309, Mansfield,
Illinois 61854, postmarked before May 31, 2017
and received at the IFF office by May 31, 2017,
to be considered for the 2017 award.Y m MUST

NAME __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

IFF New Member DUES:
$50 as an introductory offer
Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse &
all children living at home.

____________________________________________________
TELEPHONE ____________________ CELL PHONE __________________
EMAIL ________________________________________________________
OCCUPATION _____________________ PRINCIPLE CROP ____________
AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________
Year

Make

Model

N-number

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers
Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

LANDING STRIP _______________________________________________
Length-direction

Direction from town

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________
Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use.
Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its
Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America. While originally
founded by farmers and ranchers who owned aircraft,
the membership now consists of individuals from all
walks of life, from storeowners and factory workers
to bankers and lawyers. Direct involvement in
agriculture or aviation is not, in and of itself, a
requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is: To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and mutual
helpfulness among its members; to explore and
emphasize the importance of flying and the use of
the airplane in agricultural production, including the
breeding, raising and feeding of livestock; and to
engage in research and extension service, including
publishing magazines or other periodicals to
disseminate among its members information
pertaining to the purposes of the organization.

