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2014 - 15 Calendar of Events
November 2014
29 – Heartland Christmas Party -- Ogallala, NE
December 2014
4 – Illinois Christmas Party -- Avanti’s -- Bloomington, IL
13 – Arizona Christmas Party -- Serrano’s Mexican Restaurant -- Chandler, AZ
January 2015
12-14 – IFF Workshop -- Navarre Best Western -- Navarre, FL 850-939-9400
16-17 – Florida Snowbird Fly-In -- Venice, FL -- contact Mary Gruber by email
amgruber8888@gmail.com or phone 740-244-5599
February 2015
13-15 – Heartland Convention -- Alliance, NE
March 2015
5-7 – Iowa/Missouri Convention
20-22 – Kansas Convention
April 2015
10
– IFF Duchess Rosella Day -- Carriage House Inn -- Calgary, AB
10-12 – Alberta Convention -- Carriage House Inn -- Calgary, AB
17-19 – Manitoba Convention
19-21 – Wisconsin Convention -- Sauk City, WI
May 2015
15-17 – Mid-Atlantic Convention -- Crisfield, MD (includes IFF WOY Day)
June 2015
5-6 – Tri State Convention -- Richland, WA (includes IFF MOY Day)
If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH
PHONE NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to
the IFF Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL 61854
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individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use. Members
and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers,
Directors, or Chapter Officers.
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Official Reports

President’s Report
By Burl Scherler
Heartland Flying Farmer
per hour. We had a great trip
with incredible scenery, good
food and warm fellowship.
Thanks Gordon and Velda for
arranging the trip.
Next we were off to Watrous,
Saskatchewan where we were
welcomed with abundant
Canadian hospitality. We were
able to enjoy soaking and
visiting in the hot mineral waters
of the “Dead Sea of Canada” at
the Manitou Springs Resort Spa.
The men toured a local
manufacturing plant where field
rollers are built. I know that my
neighbors here in Colorado
would wonder what in the world
would you use a field roller for?
I learned that the rollers are to
push the rocks back down in the
soil after planting to keep the
rocks out of the combines at
harvest. As I travel I am
continually amazed at the
problems farmers have to
overcome to tame Mother
Nature. Saskatchewan had
record high rainfall this year and
bountiful crops, but because of
the wet weather, disease infected
some of the wheat which made
it unfit for consumption or
feeding and had to be dumped
on the ground.

Cathy and I have had some
interesting travels since the IFF
convention in Loveland. We
were privileged to join the
Beidlers and other Flying
Farmers on the Rails and Tales
tour of New Hampshire. We saw
a lot of trees, rocks and water.
It was very interesting to watch
as the leaves change colors from
a slight hint of orange and reds
to vivid deep bright colors
almost daily. We rode the cog
railway, constructed in the
1860’s to the top of Mount
Washington. Bad weather is
common on the peak but we
enjoyed clear skies and
unrestricted visibility. The day
before we ascended, dense
clouds and rime ice covered the
peak. The mountain is covered
with clouds over three hundred
twenty days a year. It is amazing
to me that a mountain only
about 6,300 feet above sea level
holds the record for the second
highest wind speed ever The Saskatchewan chapter is
recorded on earth at 231 miles planning a big reunion next year
4
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for their sixtieth anniversary.
They are asking for all current
and past Flying Farmers to join
them for the celebration.
Sounds like fun, keep your eye
open for details.
We are looking forward to seeing
you in the panhandle of Florida
this coming January for
Workshop. I hear the Naval Air
museum is really worth the trip
to see. The beachfront hotel
rooms are inexpensive too!
Watch for more information in
the Magazine and get your
registration in soon.
After the Workshop Caribbean
Sky Tours will be leading IFF
members on the Bahamas
Adventure 2015. The tour
departs two days after Workshop
on Saturday, January 17 from
Fort Pierce, which is just north
of West Palm Beach and will
return on January 23. The tour
will follow the island chains and
make four stops. The weather
is usually good that time of year
so why not join the tour.
Caribbean Sky tours will take
care of all the red tape, flight
plans, hotels and customs so
you only need to do the flying
and sightseeing.
For
information about the trip click
on the Caribbean Sky Tours link
on the IFF website.
Continued on page 10 President

Official Reports

Queen’s Report

No moss has grown under my
feet in the past few months for
sure! In September I attended
the Ontario Flying Farmers
Convention as Queen. I was
happy that my duties went
smoothly, and the members
were very helpful and
encouraging. The convention
was held at Niagara Falls and we
were truly gob-smacked as our
boat approached the base of the
falls. Other tours included
historic sites along the way, and
Ken and I were lucky enough to
win a helicopter ride over the
falls. Ontario Flying Farmers are
a friendly and fun bunch. I
would encourage anyone who
can visit them or attend one of
their functions.
When we attend any function,
aviation or not, I wear my IFF
Queen badge. It’s a good ice
breaker and I am trying to
increase IFF awareness and
membership. Just in case, I
usually have membership
information with me. We are

By Colette Pierce
Manitoba Flying Farmer

also posting information at all browns. The worst job is cutting
the onions to go with them! My
the airports we visit.
secret ingredient for hash
While at the IFF Convention in browns is a pinch of garlic—but
Loveland, CO, Ken and I don’t tell anyone! October 17
purchased a 1972 Cessna 182. saw us back in the sky for the
It was just across the highway Saskatchewan Flying Farmers
from the hotel! We are calling Convention. It was a wonderful
our new plane “Queenie”, and weekend with IFF President Burl
we reclaimed our very first call and Cathy Scherler and Region
sign ident of C-FWQK to use for 11 Director Jack Vandervalk and
her. In August we were dealt a Merry from Alberta joining us.
very sickening blow when we A group of pilots toured Rite
lost our floatplane C-FVUW in Way Manufacturing, makers of
an accident while enroute to visit land rollers, etc. Hostess Sandra
Duchess Rosella for her Alberta held a card making session. We
Queen’s Day. Our floatplane all enjoyed soaking in the hot
flipped upside down in a freak mineral waters of the Spa. Next
accident. We were submerged year is their 60th anniversary and
immediately in dark water and I plans are underway for this
was having difficulty exiting the milestone celebration. October
plane as I was very disoriented. 19 we flew out to Alberta for a
But Ken dove down into the great visit with IFF Duchess
cabin twice to find me, and he Rosella and Bill. We had a great
pulled me up to the surface for tail wind flying 505 nm in 3.8
much needed air. Since that hours flying time!!
event I have elevated his title
from Redcap Ken to Sir Redcap On January 12, 2015, I am
Ken, as he was very brave and hosting a Welcome Reception
saved my life. Neither of us had pre Workshop. The reception is
any injuries, so we count from 2-5 PM, with munchies and
ourselves blessed many times light refreshments at the
Workshop site Best Western
over.
Navarre Waterfront Hotel in
In September, our flying club Navarre Beach, Florida.
had a fly-in breakfast of Workshop will open later in the
scrambled eggs, pancakes, ham day at 6:30 PM with a
and hash browns. After Ken sumptuous cookout supper. I
washed 2 heaping 5 gallon pails hope that you can come a few
of potatoes, I baked them, then hours early to attend my
processed them into hash reception, then set your sites on
Workshop!
November/December 2014
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Duchess’s Report
By Rosella Bjornson
Alberta Flying Farmer
stop was “Journey Behind the
Falls” - where we followed
tunnels that had been dug into
the bedrock behind the Falls and
came out at viewpoints where
we could experience the rush of
the water over Horseshoe Falls.
Back on the buses over to the
dock where we boarded the
“Hornblower” for a ride on the
Niagara River to the face of the
Falls. The provided plastic
ponchos to keep us semi-dry but
they did not provide towels with
the free shower. Back on the bus
for a beautiful drive along the
Niagara Parkway to a big park
for a boxed lunch. Next stop was
a vineyard for some wine tasting
- very interesting! Back to
Niagara Falls to the Skylon
Tower for a ride to the top and
dinner at the revolving
restaurant. What a wonderful
company, great dinner and
beautiful scenery!

September was a very busy
month for Bill and I. September
3, we flew Air Canada to
Winnipeg to visit friends, on
Sept. 4, we drove to Brandon
and met up with Ken and Colette
Pierce to deliver Colette’s
International Queen’s gifts.
While there we toured the British
Commonwealth Air Training
Museum at the Brandon Airport.
What a great Museum - if you
are ever in Manitoba - it is a
worthwhile stop. Back in
Winnipeg on Friday, we attended
the Transair Reunion Luncheon
- what a wonderful time to
reminisce with 110 of the people After lunch we were free to
explore Niagara Falls, Colette and
I worked with at Transair.
Ken, Bill and I decided to go to
The following week - we went the IMAX Theater to see
to Niagara Falls for the Ontario “Legends and Daredevils”, a
Flying Farmer Convention. What history of the Falls. Amazing
a great convention! The “Vice sights and sound! Ken and
Squad” ( Jim & Jane Ferrell and Colette had won the door prize
Adrian & Hortense Verburg) did of a ride with Niagara Helicopters
a terrific job of planning the so Bill and I bought tickets and
Convention. Friday, September we went for an exciting
11 - started with a big breakfast, helicopter ride over Niagara
then onto the buses. The first Falls. We were back in the city
6
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in time for the Dinner Theater
Musical “Oh, Canada, EH!” This
is a two hour show featuring all
Canadian Music from maritime
folk songs to modern pop. While
watching the show we were
served an excellent Canadian
family style meal of Alberta Beef.
What a great way to spend the
evening with wonderful
company, good food and great
music!
Sunday morning was the election
of officers and Colette (as IFF
Queen) did a great job of
swearing in the executive. After
lunch we were free to leave since our flight did not leave
Hamilton until 18:00, we had
time to do some exploring on
our own before going to the
airport and flying back to
Edmonton. Many thanks go to
the OFF for a wonderful
Convention.
Our next trip was a drive to the
Okanogan September 24 to
attend the West Canada Section
Meeting of Ninety Nines in
Penticton, BC. They had a
wonderful
convention
planned and we had a chance to
compare Okanagan wines with
the Niagara region wines.
Okanagan wines are definitely
better! We took 2 days to drive
there and 2 days to drive back
so we made it a nice holiday.
Continued on page 10 Duchess
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Farmerette’s Report
By Reilly Shore
Kansas Flying Farmer

Hello everyone! I hope this finds
everyone happy and healthy!
The school year is really going
by quickly. Our first 9 weeks
parent teacher conferences are
already here. My grades are
really good so far, but geometry
is proving to be a little tough. I
designed my class ring and now
I’m waiting for it to get in. My
birthday is in January so my
birthstone is a garnet. Red is
my favorite, so I’m pretty excited
to see how it turns out.
In the last magazine, I was
talking about how I was
preparing for the Kansas State
Fair in Hutchinson to run barrels
on my horse Dale. It was my
first time pulling my new trailer
and that thing is HUGE
compared to my old bumper
pull. It’s 27½ feet long and 2
feet wider than my pickup. It
was freezing and there was road
construction everywhere. They
definitely don’t put those traffic
cones up for anything bigger
than an SUV. It was interesting,
but we got there safely.

The first day it was a lot cooler
than it usually was so there
wasn’t much of a crowd to get
through. We got to enjoy the
exhibits and vendors freely. The
next day was a complete
different ball game. They broke
a record for the number of
people at the fair. That made
everyone with horses pretty
nervous. They have the entry
gates right in front of the barns,
so we had to ride through the
crowds to get to the stalls or the
arenas. I ran barrels the next
morning and I was so nervous.
I was really thankful for my
grandma calming me down. I
had a little boy in a wheel chair
with a man pushing it come up
to me and want to pet Dale. I
was really nervous since my
horse wasn’t aware of what he
was about to do and might’ve
spooked at his wheelchair. He
didn’t. He stood still and held
his head down for the boy to
pet him. I looked closely at the
boy and realized he was covered
in bandages and his feet were
webbed. He had what they call
butterfly skin. It’s a horrible
disease and I felt really bad and
fought back tears. He asked me
questions about Dale and then
he petted him one last time and
flashed me the biggest smile I
had ever seen. It felt great
knowing that we made his day
November/December 2014

brighter. I know that moment
is going to stick with me for the
rest of my life.
Kids were having problems
hitting barrels or getting notimes prior to me so that made
me even more nervous. A little
later on it was our turn to run
and I had my brother-in-law
walk us up to the gate to make
sure we got in. We were slow
getting around the first 2 barrels
but the 3rd was the best we’ve
ever done. We didn’ t win
anything, but we did better than
a lot of kids. It’s a great learning
experience running there and I
had fun.
Soon as everything settled down
from the fair, our FFA chapter
started setting up for our annual
spook house. We do it out at
our chapter barn south of town.
It’s our biggest fundraiser of the
year and helps pay for our
activities. This year we’re talking
about expanding outside one of
the side sliding doors, but that
will add on to all of the work!
Our advisor works on plans all
year then all of us students pitch
in and help with the construction.
Thanksgiving and Christmas are
soon approaching, which seems
crazy. Safe travels everyone!

The International Flying Farmer

7

Conventions

Ontario Flying Farmers Convention
by Ron Lewis
Ontario Flying Farmer
More than sixty people took part
in the annual O.F.F. Convention
held in Niagara Falls. Most
people arrived on Thursday to
begin renewing friendships and
making new ones in what was
to be a fun filled time.
We were honoured to have a
number of I.F.F Officers and
Royalty in attendance including
IFF VP Wayne & Terry Wilderman
from Alberta; IFF Queen Colette
& Ken Pierce from Manitoba; IFF
Duchess Rosella Bjornson & Bill
Pratt from Alberta; Region Four
Director June Pendleton & Ed
Woodams from New York;
Michigan FF President Gary &
Emily Wilcox as well as
Delmarva President Joel & Tina
Wharton from Delaware.

IFF Queen Colette and Red Cap Ken
really got into their Niagara Falls visit!

A lookout area below the falls

It should be noted that the
founder and first President of the
Ontario Flying Farmers some
fifty two years ago (Peter Irwin)
is still an active member and
made the trip from his home in
BC to attend.

After this we headed back to the
Falls, a ride on The Hornblower hotel for the traditional Flying
boat to the falls, picnic lunch Farmer Ice Cream Social and a
along the Niagara Parkway and lot more visiting.
a visit to Joseph’s Estate Winery
for an explanation of how they Saturday morning was taken up
use every part of the grape and, by the annual business meeting.
of course, some welcome taste Following reports from the
testing! By this time the various officers, considerable
afternoon was waning and time discussion centered around three
had come to head for the Skylon motions that had been
Tower. Going first to the presented to the members in
observation level for a look out advance of the meeting. All three
over the area and the falls, we pertained to membership fees
then went one level down to be and how they would be collected
seated in the revolving dining at both the chapter and
room for a wonderful dinner. international levels. All three
motions were passed. This
action brings us in line with the
rest of the Canadian chapters.

Friday morning, after joining
together for breakfast, we
boarded two buses for a busy
day. Space does not allow full
details of the sights and sounds
we experienced but for those
unable to attend this convention
–you missed a great time! Stops
included a Journey behind the

The nomination committee then
presented the slate of officers for
the coming year made up of:
Past President Jim Farrell,
President Adrian Verburg, 1st VP
Kim Murphy, 2 nd VP Dave
Hawthorne, Secretary/Treasurer
Gale Gray, Newsletter Editor
Mary Hawthorne and Directors

8

L to R: IFF Vice President Wayne
Wilderman, Jim Farrell & Jim Miles are
ready for the Hornblower excursion in
the mist.
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Mike Gray, Paul Irwin, Marilyn
Conventions
Bruinsma, Marlene Black,
Yvonne Martin and George this our new slate of officers was
Paisley.
inducted by IFF Queen Colette
This slate of officers was
accepted by the membership.
Before lunch and some free time
in the afternoon, a number of
draws were made from raffle
tickets sold among those in
attendance. Prizes included
tickets for helicopter rides over
the falls, jet boat rides, cable car
rides, IMAX theater shows and
Farrell passes the gavel to Adrian
one $200 gift certificate for a Jim
Verburg.
406 ELT purchase.
Pierce.
Our evening meal was at the
dinner theater “Oh Canada Eh?” A number of awards and
where a wonderful group of recognitions were made to
people gave us a nonstop members of the group to
performance of music, comedy recognize achievements or
and skits, all the while doubling service. Probably the most
as our servers.
notable was the announcement
Sunday morning was our of our Man and Woman of the
church service led by our hosts, Year. Bill and Isabelle Cattle,
Adrian and Hortense Verberg, from Brownsville, ON have been
and presented by a number of OFF members for many years.
different participants. Following They rarely miss a chapter event

even now they have given up
flying to drive. Both have served
in several OFF offices over the
years and are a great
encouragement to us all. They
are both 88 years young and
have been married 68 years.
What an accomplishment by
today’s standards.
Congratulations to you both!!!!!
All good things must come to
an end and it was now time for
saying farewells until next time.
The consensus was that this had
been an unforgettable and
successful convention.

L to R: IFF Duchess Rosella Bjornson,
Ontario MOY Bill Cattle, Ontarion WOY
Isabelle Cattle

Ontario Executive Standing L to R: 1st Vice President Kim Murphy, President Adrian Verburg, Past President Jim Farrell,
Director Mike Gray, Director Paul Irwin, Director George Paisley. Seated L to R: Secretary/Treasurer Gale Gray, IFF Queen
Colette Pierce, Director Marilyn Bruinsma, Director Marlene Black, Director Yvonne Martin.
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Continued from page 4 President

Continued from page 6 Duchess

The first-graders were attending
their first music lesson. The
Please remember to mark teacher was trying to being at
December 6 on your calendar for the beginning. She drew a
the AFF Christmas Party. Phone
musical staff on the blackboard
and make reservations at the
Pomeroy Hotel in Olds, AB at and asked a little girl to come
up and write a note on it.
403-556-8815.

The IFF website has been
redesigned and has a new look.
If you haven’t visited the website
before,
go
to
www.internationalflyingfarmers.org
and brouse around.
The
magazine is published online in
color and all the latest chapter We are looking forward to seeing The little girl went to the
newsletters are there also.
everyone there.
blackboard, looked thoughtful
for a minute and wrote, “Dear
See you in Navarre.
Aunt Emma, just a short note
to tell you I’m fine.”

The Ag Network

John Jenkinson
If you want to stay up on
the latest market and
news information, tune to
one of the affiliates of The
Ag Network
If you’re not near one of our
television or radio stations, for
internet video go to http://
www.westernkansasnews.com/
the-ag-network/
for audio go to
www.theagnetwork.com/
audio
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RADIO
KBUF am
2500 watt
Garden City KS
Farm/Talk
KKJQ fm
100,000 watt
Dodge City/Garden City KS Country/Farm
KSKL fm
100,000 watt
Scott City KS
Adult Hits
KSKZ fm
100,000 watt
Copeland KS
Hit radio
KWKR fm
100,000 watt
Leoti KS
Classic Rock
KULY am
1000 watt
Ulysses KS
Classic Country
KFXX fm
50,000 watt
Hugoton KS
Pop Hits
KDDC am
1000 watt
Dodge City KS
Classic Country/Sports
KKDT fm
50,000 watt
Ness City KS
Red Dirt
KATR fm
100,000 watt
Otis, CO
Country/Farm
KRDZ am
5000 watt
Wray CO
Classic Rock
KFTM am
1000 watt
Fort Morgan CO
Classic Rock/Hometown
KRMO am
2500 watt
Monett MO
Farm
KDDD am
1000 watt
Dumas TX
Farm/Talk
KFLP am
250 watt
Floydada TX
Farm/Talk
KJFM fm
3700 watt
Bolling Green/Louisiana MO (pending) Country
WRAM am
1000 watt
Monmouth IL
Farm/Talk/music
WAIK am
5000 watt
Galesburg IL
Nostalgia
KDNS fm
28,000 watt
Downs KS
Country
KNEC fm
23,000 watt
Yuma, CO
Local programming
KSTC am
1000 watt
Sterling, CO
KFNF fm
100,000 watt
Oberlin, KS
Country/Farm
TELEVISION
KSNW Channel 3
Wichita KS
NBC
KSNG Channel 11
Garden City KS
NBC
KSNC Channel 2
Great Bend KS
NBC
KSNK Channel 8
Oberlin KS/McCook NE
NBC
KSNL Channel 28
Salina KS
NBC
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Saskatchewan Flying Farmers Convention
by Clément and Sylvia Dion
Saskatchewan Flying Farmers
Friday, October 17th started with
the hope of flying in to Watrous
for the 59th Saskatchewan Flying
Farmer
Convention.
Unfortunately, the weather was
socked in so we turned left
instead of right and arrived by
car in time for last minute
convention details.

attend our convention. There
could have been four but IFF
Vice-president Wayne Wilderman
who had planned to come was
unable to for health reasons.
Evidence that Wayne and his
wife, Terry, are also appreciated:
their names did come up many
times over the week-end.

What better way to commence
the gathering than the privilege
to have lunch with IFF President
Burl Scherler and his wife, Cathy
as well as IFF Queen Colette
Pierce and her husband, Ken.

Although hosts at the
registration table were offering
name tags and issuing receipts,
accolades and hugs were more
urgent. Suddenly the rush was
on. Some couldn’t delay
spending relaxing time in the
Mineral Spa. Others eagerly sped
off to a tour of Rite Way
Manufacturing in Imperial, a
short 35 minute drive south.
There they were welcomed by
Shawn Langlois who guided the
tour of the facility showing the
history of the company and their
manufacturing processes. Their
main line: heavy harrows and
land rollers. The harrows are
used for land conditioning and
the rollers to smooth the fields,
especially lentils and peas in
order to facilitate harvesting.

Ken and IFF Queen Colette Pierce

Our meal orders had just been
noted when Clément received a
call from Region 11 director Jack
Vandervalk and his wife, Merry,
confirming their arrival at the
Watrous airstrip. We were
indeed honoured to have three
IFF dignitaries and their spouses

November/December 2014

After enjoying a delicious turkey
dinner, Jack Vandervalk
presented reports on the IFF
Tucson workshop followed by
the Baja adventure with
Carribean Sky Tours. Jack could
not be remiss in congratulating
Burl and Cathy for an absolutely
incredible IFF Convention in
Loveland, Colorado. The
evening
continued
with
entertainment by a dynamic trio
“The Three of Hearts”. Their
melodious renditions of lively
old time music from the 40’s,
50’s and 60’s were much
appreciated. Everyone then
enjoyed the traditional cake and
ice cream social.

The Three of Hearts

Saturday meant more friendship
and business meetings – in that
order. Burl and Cathy’s report on
their trip to Israel offered many
captivating historic details.
Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11
Hostess Sandra Monteyne reiterated
and
confirmed
memories of her recent trip to
Italy with two of her daughters.
President Burl and IFF Queen
Colette were enticing with a
visual presentation of the
upcoming IFF workshop to be
held in Navarre Beach, Florida
as well as the 2015 IFF
Convention to be held in Helena,
Montana. Burl is an astounding
president and IFF Queen Colette
is assuming her role at 110%!
Card-making with Sandra
Monteyne in the afternoon was
indeed a fun-filled experience.
Others, mostly men, bragged
about their therapeutic time in
the Spa’s mineral waters.

Saskatchewan President Dwight
and Hostess Sandra Monteyne

Following a delicious evening
roast beef banquet, IFF
President Burl Scherler duly
installed the 2015 officers. All
formalities complete, Clément
and I rendered a revised version
of Abbott and Castello’s “Who,
What, I don’t know”. Of course
the central focus was not
baseball but most appropriately:
pilots and planes.

The evening agenda indicated
“Open Mike – 2014 Harvest
Tales.” The Swansons in
southern Saskatchewan had 36"
of rain this past summer. When
Wilf Brandt’s son called him for
help to unstuck the combine,
Wilf’s first reaction was: “Why
did you go so close to the
slough?” His son’s reply, “Dad,
I’m up on a knoll!” Vern Wilcox
shared that he had gone to pick
up his grand-son despite the fact
that there was water running
over the road. When he came
back shortly afterwards, there
was no more road. The expected
one mile trip turned into a
fifteen mile detour to get back
home.” Adventures! Challenges!
Adventures!

Saskatchewan Executive Back L to R: IFF President Burl Scherler, Vice President Clément Dion, Secretary Sylvia Dion,
Directors Art Yaworski, Louis Sparks & Bernie Nash. Front L to R: President Dwight Monteyne, Treasurer Bev Nash, Hostess
Sandra Monteyne, Directors Gerry Swanson & Doug Knox.
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Following a bountiful breakfast
buffet and a closing executive
meeting, FF gathered for
Sunday Worship to thank God
for his many blessings. This was
a closing opportunity to confirm
family ties of the Flying Farmers.
Special prayers were voiced for
Belva Knox who is struggling
with cancer. Prayers of
condolence and reassurance of
support were offered for
Lorraine Brandt, our dedicated
treasurer for 20 + years who
passed away in February, 2014
and for John Hoegl, a dear
flying farmer active pilot who
passed away suddenly on
October 11th. Music ministry led
by Camille Dion Lapierre and her
daughters Joëlle and Cézanne

back to Alberta in their Piper
Cherokee 300.

Conventions

L to R: Joëlle Lapierre, Camille (Dion)
Lapierre and Cézanne Lapierre

confirmed we are one in the
Spirit, we are one in the Lord.
Weather conditions on Sunday
were excellent for flying. A few
of us envied Colette and Ken as
they took off in their newly
acquired SKYLANE … and then
Merry and Jack as they headed

November/December 2014

Manitou Springs Hotel and
Mineral Spa does offer a very
welcoming and relaxing
atmosphere. You are all invited
to join us for SFF’s 60 th
convention which will be held in
this same location next October
2015.

Cathy Scherler instructing Cézanne
Lapierre about identifying luggage.
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Historical Southwestern Illinois
Region III Tour
by Florence Lutes
Indiana Flying Farmer
The Region 3 tour took place
mostly in Macoupin and Madison
Counties the third weekend in
October. Lindell and Jean
Loveless hosted the group for a
light supper on the 16th in their
lovely home.
He then
introduced Ken Doyle who leases

crushing. A member of the
Illinois Flying Farmer Chapter, he
recently flew to the East coast
enjoying the fall colors. Lindell
also told about his gun
collection.

Lindell narrated the Friday tour,
leaving the Quality Inn via
Cavalla deluxe coaches. Our first
stop at Virden was the site of a
Jeff Thompson and Doris Shultz listen to
Ken Doyle tell about the hog operation
Memorial to the mine massacre.
This beautiful 3-D copper
compartments. The females are Memorial was hand crafted in
used for six litters; 90 to 95% 2006. The following quote was
of the breeding is done in one on the Memorial, “175 Good
day. It cost them $7 per vial Colored Miners, Pay 30 cent per
and 1.4 vials are used for each ton”. This area is known for
Ken Doyle
female plus a fee of $2.40 per
their buildings. He told the head.
group about the hog operation
on the farm. For this operation, Matt Cole, Jean Loveless nephew
they employ 8 to 9 persons in then told about his education,
two shifts; some days starting and career of tiling and cement
at 3:30 a.m. seven days a week.
Every Tuesday they artificially
inseminated 123 females. They
The miner’s memorial in Virden, IL
have 115 farrowing pens. If the
females has less than 14 piglets,
agriculture and the largest coal
her piglets are given to foster
mines. Part of our route was
sows. The piglets are weaned
the old “Route 66”, now known
and contracted to feedlots in
as Route 4. The second stop
Iowa, Illinois and Indiana. They
was “Doc’s Soda Fountain” and
deliverer roughly 1600 head in
Drug Store Museum at Girard.
a special 53’ trailer with eight
The soda fountain is still
Matt Cole
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Pharmacist apprentice along
with teaching school. Years later
he was upgraded to a Pharmacist
Technician. He also served in
Honduras and Quatemala as part
of a Christian Medical team.
Our lunch at Nick’s Pizza Buffet
was included in the tour
registration. Ben Strode, a
retired school teacher joined us
and “Welcomed the group to
Macoupin County and the town
L to R: Virgil Shultz, Jim Meyer, Don Leis, Dolores Green, Bob Finley, Lindell Loveless
and Phil Peterson listen to a local historian tell about the miner’s memorial.

Ben Strode

of Carlinville”. This area is noted
for 1) the Underground mines,
become a pharmacist. His father 2) Blackburn Liberal Arts
operating today and is well had 2 years, his brother 4 years working College, 3) a Million
known for their chocolate sodas. and now it requires 6 years of dollar Court House, and 4) the
Coffee and rolls were ready, but college. In 1940 Bill became a largest area of “Sears Roebuck
homes”. Their first court house
some opted for sodas or root
beer floats. Deck’s Drug Store
began in March 1884. Brothers
Bob and Bill were the last
owners. They decided to retire
in 2001 ending three generations
and 117 years of Deck Family
Drugs. Bill Deck, a WW II
survivor and surviving brother
shared the story, and pointed
out various antique drug items.
Have you heard of an Infant
Nose Cushion?
He also
explained the difference in
schooling through the years to
One of the remaining original bags
Bill Deck shares his expriences while
working at the family business

Bill Deck explains old remedies
to Anita Meyer

from Deck’s Drug Store

November/December 2014
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Inside the Macoupin County Courthouse

Barbara Leis sits in the judges big chair

court room was in use, so we
didn’t see it.)

Ornate iron door

was a log cabin built in the
‘round square’; in 1867 they
started
building
the
$1,000,000.00 court house a
block away. The construction
stopped in 1870 due to lack of
funds, having already spent the
million dollars. It is constructed
of all marble floors, 3’ thick walls
and is all stone, iron and glass;
the stair rails are delicate ornate
iron.
We entered through
security in the lower level, where
one small court room is located.
We toured all three floors. The
largest court room is on the 3rd
floor with a marble bench, and
the huge iron doors weigh one
ton each. (The second floor

16

After touring the court house,
Robert Cook welcomed us to his
‘Sears’ home. Standard Oil of
Indiana opened two new mines,
the sudden influx of hundreds
of mine workers and their
families created a housing crisis.
For the first time customers
could order home kits (5 or 6
rooms) on two floors ranging
from $3,000 to $4,000 from the
Sears Roebuck catalog.
Standard Oil ordered 52 – five
room and 102 – 6 room homes
in 1940, which were delivered
by rail cars, 2 per house, and
within the year, all 156 had been
erected. Today 152 of the
original homes still stand. This
9-block Standard Addition
neighborhood is the largest
single repository of Sears Homes
in the United States. Each home
was built on a 47’ x 144’ lot with
two trees. All the homes face
east or west and had basements
which were dug with a huge slip
scoop. Mr. Cook purchased his
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home in 1999 for $60,000 from
the 2 nd owners. They had
enclosed the front porch, added
a large room with an additional
bath off the kitchen and built a
garage. It took him four years
to renovate it. He stripped all
the paint off the pine woodwork,
and finished it natural; stripped
off all the old wall paper,
repaired the walls, textured and
painted, and put down new
flooring. It was a very lovely
home.
The town of Benld, where
Superior Coal Mines #1, #2,
#3, and #4, was our next area
to tour. All four mines closed in
the early 1950’s. This town was
settled by Italians, Slavs and
other ethnic groups. The
Catholic Church and the Russian
Orthodox Church were built in
1915. The Russian pioneers are
gone and the church no longer
has a Priest. At the edge of
town, a large Coliseum with the
largest dance floor between
Chicago and St. Louis was built
on ‘Route 66’. Some famous
bands that played there were
Duke Ellington, Eddie Howard,
Sammy Kaye, Glen Miller,
Dorsey Brothers and others. It
burnt in 2011. Charles Lindberg
landed his plane at the edge of
town. Word has it that there was
a still east of the landing strip.
It was built to look like a mine.
Benld had one of the best
known gangsters of the 1920’s

running the rackets there, Al
Capone and his gang ruled.

Special Feature

Dinner was on our own Friday
evening, and the Quality Inn
suggested “The Ariston Café”
located on Old Rt. 66 and Route
16. When we arrived, six other
Flying Farmers were just leaving. Virgil Shultz & Bob Finley take a break
We all agreed it is a neat place, while visiting the Lewis & Clark Interruptive Center
it had been in business since
1924, and I’m sure revamped a could see the St. Louis arch
few times.
from our coach. Our next stop
was the Lewis and Clark Historic
Saturday morning Tim Loveless Site. On December 12, 1803,
and his friend, Katherine joined Lewis, Clark and a group of
our tour. Tim narrated the recruits set up Camp River
forenoon. We left the hotel and Dubois at the confluence of the
traveled south on I-55 toward Mississippi and Missouri Rivers.
the Cahokia Mounds located on Here they spent the next five
the Mississippi River floodplain. months preparing for their
This is the largest prehistoric journey west. The Imperative
Indian site north of Mexico. Center was very well done and
Mounds covered about 4000 very interesting. From the
acres and included at least 120 coach, we viewed the historical
mounds, although only 80 ‘Lovejoy Monument’. It is the
survive today. The State of tallest in the State of Illinois at
Illinois now protect 2200 acres 110’ and weighs 8700 pounds.
of the central portion of the site This monument is a memorial
and 70 of the remaining in the United States to the
mounds. It was named a U.S. advocate of free speech and the
National Historic Landmark in abolition of slavery. Elijah P.
1965. As we continued our Lovejoy was a pastor who wrote
travels toward Alton, Illinois, we anti-slavery editorials so
controversial he was an object
of hatred by slaveholders.
Despite threats to his life, he
continued his writings in the
Alton Observer even after three
of his printing presses were
thrown into the Mississippi River.
An angry mob attack and killed
him in 1837. Alton, located
Flying farmers waling into the

along the Mississippi River is
also known for the Owens Illinois
Glass Company, a brick factory
and the largest steel mill in the
area. Lock #26 is located near
there and is one of the largest
locks. It holds 16 barges plus
the tow.

Lunch on our own was at “Fast
Eddy’s”. It was different! A long
line, speedy ordering and long
wait for our food it seemed.

Waiting for lunch at Fast Freddie’s L to R:
Norman Clapper, Virgil Shultz, Doris
Shultz, Pat Clapper

They took the orders so fast,
they got ours and Don Leis all
on the same ticket. Their
hamburgers and shrimp were
very good. A step-on guide
joined us after lunch. Our first
stop was at Robert Wadlow’s
statue. A great picture taking
spot. Robert had an over-active
pituitary gland in the base of his
brain; thus he grew to 8’11" tall

Lewis & Clark Interruptive Center
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In front of the Robert Wadlow statue standing L to R: Nevoy Culp, Jim Meyer, Phil Peterson, Lindell & Jean Loveless, Virgil &
Doris Shultz, Don Leis, Florence & Bob Lutes, Norman Clapper, Sue Neff, Zelda Lewis, Pat Amdor, Pat Clapper, Bob Finley. Seated
L to R: Carol Peterson, Barbara Leis, Dolores Green, Karen Bradd.

and had a shoe size of 37½ AA.
He was only 22 at the time of
his death from a severely high
temperature caused by a blister
on his foot. The guide pointed
out several historical places: the
State House Square, the Levy,

IFF Treasurer Zelda Lewis sits in a replica of a chair built for Robert Wadlow

18

the Haskell Playhouse and Park,
(Dr. Haskell had a Queen Anne
style playhouse built for his
daughter’s 5th birthday in 1885.
The
family
home
was
demolished in 1916 but kept the
playhouse and ground for a
memorial. It was added to the
National Registry of Historic
places July 1974.), Home of
Senator Lyman Trimble (friend
of Abraham Lincoln), Dude
Bakery, Enos Apartment Building
(connected to the under-ground
railroad), and a life size statue
of Abraham Lincoln and Stephen
Douglas (where the famous
debate took place). Traveling
along the Mississippi River on
the Great River Road to Grafton

The International Flying Farmer

November/December 2014

we viewed the water line from
the 1993 flood, what was left of
the first prison wall built in
1833. The prison closed in
1865. We heard the legend of
the Piasa Bird and saw the mural
across from the Mississippi River.

The Piasa bird

We were to visit the Grafton
Winery, but there was a 2-hour
wait so the guide took us to a
Winery Outlet where she was to

be picked-up. We could see
where the Illinois River joined
the Mississippi River from the
outdoor area. We then traveled
north to the Pere Marquette
Lodge, a CCC (Civilian
Conservation Corps) project
from 1933-1939 at a cost of
$352,912.00, opening for
business in 1940. The massive
poles, as much as 3’ in diameter,
are Douglas fir, western and
pecky cypress. Limestone,
which was taken from the
Grafton rock quarry, was used
in the construction of the cabins,
the floor in the lodge, and the
700-ton stone fireplace, which
dominates the Great Room and
Restaurant. Then the bus took
the Brussels Ferry across the

Loading the ferry

Illinois River into Calhoun
County, where we had dinner
Saturday evening at the
Wittmond Hotel. We had a

Numbers above the door of the
Whittmond Hotel represent the year it
was built

six terms in the Illinois House
of Representatives. With the
delicious family style dinner. We passing of Carl Wittmond in
then traveled north to St. Rd. 1997, ownership of The
16, crossed the river via a bridge Wittmond Hotel transferred to
and back to the Quality Inn. A the Burch family, descendents of
very informative two day bus Carl’s sister Virginia Wittmond
tour, thanks to those who Burch. Today, two generations
planned it.
of the Burch family are actively
involved with the Wittmond
The history of the Whittmond Hotel.
Hotel follows:
Conrad Wittmond immigrated
from Germany to the United
States around 1840. He settled
in Calhoun County, Illinois with
I personally want to
his wife, Mary, and built the first
thank the IFF members
portion of what would become
that have taken their
the Wittmond Hotel in 1847.
time and effort to put
Originally the Hotel operated as
together and lead tours
a trading post. The general store
for us. Gordon and
sold dry goods, furnishings,
Velda Beidler for the
livery items, clothing and all
IFF Color Tour, Lindell
other goods that a pioneer
and Jean Loveless and
family might need. With the
Jim and Anita Meyer
rapid growth of the riverboat
for the Region 3 tour to
trade after the Civil War, the
name a few. These tours
family saw a need to provide
are a great way for us
accommodations to river
to enjoy each other and
travelers. In 1863 the Wittmonds
constructed the two story brick
different parts of the
house that formerly housed the
country outside our
Brussels post office, on the west
scheduled conventions
side of the store. In 1885, they
and workshops. I am
renovated the structure, adding
grateful that we have
15 rooms for overnight guests.
members that are
Ownership of the Wittmond
willing to do this and I
Hotel passed on to Conrad’s son
am looking forward to
Charles and his wife Caroline.
future IFF tours.
In 1905, Charles and Caroline’s
only son, Carl Wittmond, was
Zelda D. Thorp Lewis
born. In addition to operating
IFF Treasurer
the Wittmond Hotel for most of
his 92 years, Carl also served
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Historical Trail Flyers
CLARK’S RETURN VIA THE YELLOWSTONE
by Audrey Ledgerwood
Washington Flying Farmer
We left our home in Ephrata, WA
around 9 am on Sunday
September 14 to fly to Missoula,
MT and joined with the rest of
the Historic Trail Flyers. When
we arrived at the airport in
Missoula another plane had just
flown in from Independence,
OR with John and Allan Sedey.
They had ordered the shuttle to
the hotel so we went with them.
We visited in the breakfast room
with other flyers as they came
in and with those who came by
automobile. After dinner, there
was a short session where they
reviewed previous trips and
introduced everyone. Burgess
& Maxine Lange were new as
were John and I. That made
two couples from Washington.
Lorraine Gabel and Frank
Kummerfeldt from Oregon
rounded the Flying Farmers to
six active members and three
members that have dropped
their Flying Farmer membership.
There were 25 participants in all.
The oldest Mary DeCanter (90)
of Independence, OR.

of the Oregon Trail. It was the
idea of Andy Anderson and
Lorraine Gabel (Oregon Flying
Farmers), they advertised the
event in flying magazines. The
first year they started in
Independence, MO and traveled
to Independence, Oregon.
People enjoyed it so much that
View of Glade Creek Camp
it became an annual event with
planning for other Trails: Lewis
and Clark, Deadwood Gold Rush
Trail, Santa Fe Trail, Whoop Up
Trail from Ft. Benton ending in
Red Deer, Alberta, Can. The Old
Applegate Trail in 1996 was led
by former IFF member Dick
Applegate, The Old Spanish
Trail, Chisholm Trail, Chilcoot
Gold Rush Trail in Alaska, and
The Old Spanish Trail. Some of Maxine Lange & Audrey Ledgerwood
them by air some with a base
to the Lolo Pass visitor center.
and day trips from the base.
Some of us walked to the
John and I had our first meadow where they think Lewis
adventure starting in Missoula. and Clark camped. It was a nice
We hopped a chartered bus with walk. We heard lots of birds and
historian Dan Pence and went got close enough to a grouse to
get some pictures.

The Historic Trail Flyers have
been going on the Historic Trails
Flights since 1993 and are a very
close knit, friendly group. They
have so many memories of past
trips. The group started in 1993
to celebrate the Sesquicentennial
20
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Burgess & Maxine Lange

Then we went to Lolo Hot
Springs for a buffalo stew
prepared according to the Lewis
and Clark recipe, by the Lolo
Hot Springs Chef. After lunch
we had time to soak in the hot
springs. John and I did not take
our suits so we just visited while
others got wet. Then we were
off to Traveler’s rest. It is a new
site with a small visitor center.
They have documented the site
by finding the latrine area that
had mercury traces from the
medications the men took.
There were signs where they
think the cooking area and the
sleeping area and the latrine
were. There was a Frenchman
that had written a manual the
army followed as to where to
locate the areas. Since the
Expedition was a military
expedition they are sure they
followed this pattern. This site
is where Lewis and Clark
separated on the journey east
in 1806.
The next morning we were up
early and off to the airport for
our next destination of Three
Forks, MT. We were going to
follow Clark’s route of down to
Dillon but weather had us

Sacajawea Hotel in Three Forks, MT

turning back. What would have
been about 1½ hours became
two hour flight for us. In Three
Forks we stayed at the renovated
Historic Sacajawea Inn. We
checked out the museum in
town and drove out to the
headwaters of the Missouri River
thus three Forks is where the
Gallatin, Madison and Jefferson
Rivers merge to form the
Missouri. For me it brought back
memories of the time my family
floated from the headwaters 10
½ miles to Toston in our canoe.
We had dinner in the bar
downstairs then sang songs on
the porch while sitting in rocking
chairs. It was a very pleasant
evening.

Relaxing on the porch of the Sacajawea

We were off again in the
morning for our next stop,
Laurel, MT about a 1 hour flight.
I was glad to use that airport
since it is not as busy as the
Billings airport. However, it was
a very busy general aviation
November/December 2014

airport. They give a lot of
lessons and had planes of all
sizes, even a helicopter. We
asked them about the need of
the helicopter. Yakima, WA is
where they take it in the spring
to dry the cherries when it rains.
That is a long flight from Laurel.
I think they probably trailer it to
Yakima rather than fly since they
are so expensive to fly.
We had dinner at the Owl Café
in Laurel. The owner, Linda
opened just for us and we had
a wonderful meal. The speaker,
Amand Lohof talked about

Lorraine presenting plaque to Amand

Clark’s
trip
down
the
Yellowstone and some of the
problems Clark encountered, like
loosing all the horses that they
had hoped to use as trade with
the Mandan Indians when they
got to North Dakota. The Owl
also made our lunches for the
outing the next day when we car
pooled to Pompey’s Pillar. We
had a great talk by the ranger
there. Pompey’s Pillar is

Pompey’s Pillar
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Listening to the ranger at
Pompey’s Pillar

operated by BLM, not the park
service which is interesting. We
hiked up to the glass encased
signature of William Clark that
is the only remaining identifying
mark of their trip. Other marks
were left on trees that have long
since died. The mark is believed
to establish the United States
Claim to the territory.

photograph the planes. She did
not appear so we were off to
the next stop of Miles City, MT.,
another hour flight. Our
adventure on that day was to
drive to Pirogue Island where
Clark had camped. In the 200
years since Clark was there the
river has changed course so the
island is much closer and usually
there is no water separating the
island from the mainland and no
need for a bridge. However, the
cloudburst that day added plenty
of water to the ditch so we could
not cross on foot or car to the
island so we missed seeing the
supposed campsite.
The
archeologist from the BLM
spoke about the sites he
monitors which include anything
from Indian sites to dinosaurs.
We then drove to Matthews
County Park where a catered
Montana steak dinner awaited us
along with a nice view of the
Missouri River.

When we left Pompey’s Pillar
with Burgess and Maxine Lange
we drove to the Cave
Pictographs, a Montana State
Park. There we climbed up to
the caves and saw Pictograph
paintings of fish, buffalo and
other drawings that are very old.
The bushes were starting to
change color and it was
beautiful. Some of the group
went to The Big Horn Battlefield There was a very good college
rodeo in Miles City that night.
but we did not go there.
The stock was fantastic and the
A reporter from the Laurel participants good. It moved fast
Outlook Newspaper was for competition and not
supposed to be at the airport emphasizing entertainment.
that morning to interview us and

Pictograph Cave near Billings, MT
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The next morning we flew to
Sidney, MT, again about 1 hour
flight. We wanted an early flight
because the winds were picking
up, which didn’t happen. We
flew formation with Jerry and
Nancy Grout from Ogden, UT/
Mesa AZ which was great. They
had to fly their Bonanza very
slowly to stay back with our little
Piper Archer. This is the first
time we have flown with
someone like that and the first
time we have used the radio to
talk to other flyers in the air. It
made the flight great fun.
Sidney has a great MonDak
Heritage Center that many of the
group visited. We opted to rest
as John and I were coming
down with colds.
The next morning we again car
pooled to Fort Union and Fort
Buford.
Fort Union was a
trading post for the John Jacob
Astor American Fur Company.
It was built on the site Lewis and
Clark suggested in their diaries
for a trading post. The partially
reconstructed fort is made to
look like it did in 1881. It was
painted white then and now and
really sticks out against the
brown plains. We were met by
a guide dressed in period garb
of the 1800’s and he told us
about the fort and what was

Planes at Sidney, Montana
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were handed out and the
location of the 2015 Historic
The buildings were sold off
Trails Flight was scheduled for
when
the
fort
was
Omaha, NE being the hub and
decommissioned.
The
day trips from that location. Rick
administration building where
and Sharon Hannen of Center
Sitting Bull surrendered is now
Point, Iowa are hosting.
a small museum, having been
used in the past as a storage
We thought we would get an
building for grain and what ever
early start home on September
use the farmer had for it. The
22 but we were the last ones to
farmer eventually deeded the
leave. Leaving Sidney we could
land to North Dakota for a
hear the radio calls of planes
historical site.
landing in Williston, ND where
the oil boom is going on. It was
Both forts were located near the
a busy airport that Monday
confluence of the Yellowstone
morning. Our flight was smooth
and Missouri Rivers. At the new
part of the way home and
visitor center at the Confluence
bumpy in some places. We
we were entertained by a great
stopped in Helena to refuel and
docent who talked about Lewis
eat lunch. We had a 6 hour flight
Fort Buford Trading Post
and Clark and his interpretation
home compared to the other
of some of their trials. Some
Fort Buford was for protection stories we heard are different flights of 1 to 2 hours. It was
of whites during the Indian than that of Stephen Ambrose’s nice to be on the ground at
home and log in over 13 hours
Wars. It was built in 1866 and in “Undaunted Courage”.
of flight time.
it was at this fort that Sitting Bull
you are interested in flying with this
surrendered in 1881. Of the 100 That evening we had the If
great group or want more information
buildings that had once been farewell dinner at the South 40 contact Marilyn Husser and get on the
list.
Her
email
is
there only a handful remain. restaurant. Gifts and awards email
mhusser@minetfiber.com.
traded there. Buffalo hides were
the big item of trade and the
most traded item was for calico
from France, other items were
tobacco, coffee, muskets,
blankets, knives, and clay pipes.
He had examples of trade goods
and said that beads were given
as a bonus and not an expensive
trade item. It was surprising to
hear these facts.
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WA & OR Flying Farmers L to R: John & Audrey Ledgerwood, Burgess & Maxine Lange, Lorraine Gabel, Frank Kummerfeldt
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Rails & Tales of New Hampshire Tour
September 22-26, 2014
By George Conard
New Jersey Flying Farmer
IFF Tour Planners Gordon and Our motor coach driver, Joe
Velda Beidler very appropriately Ruth, pointed out the sights for
us to view while passing by, and
named this tour for us.
before long we were at the
We departed from the Days Indian Head Resort where a
Hotel
in
Allentown, reception for us was held in the
Pennsylvania at 7:30 Monday Thunderbird Lounge while our
morning for a wonderful drive bags were being delivered to
through the northeast to our our rooms. Next we headed into
base of operations for the week the Profile Room where a
at Indian Head Resort in the sumptuous dinner meal marked
White Mountains of New the beginning of our tour.
Hampshire.
“Lucknow” - The castle in the clouds

These organizations are in the
midst of restoring the property
to its former glory.
L to R: bus driver Joe Ruth, Gordon &
Velda Beidler and guide Kevin Winter

Later we boarded the MS MT
Washington for a luncheon
cruise on Lake Winnipesaukee to
Tuesday morning we re-boarded Wolfeboro and return. The
our coach for a drive by Squam weather cooperated favorably,
Lake where the movie On Golden and our captain pointed out
Pond was filmed before heading certain islands on the lake as we
past Moultonborough to tour the passed them during our cruise.
Castle in the Clouds, the
beautiful mountaintop estate
named “Lucknow” by late owner,
Thomas Plant, a shoe magnate
build in the early 1900’s. Today
The road time provided an the 5500 acre property is owned
opportunity to become better and operated by the Lakes
acquainted with our fellow tour Region Conservation Trust and
participants during the journey. Castle Preservation Society. MS Mt. Washington cruise ship where we
had lunch & tour of Lake Winnipesawkee
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L to R: Barbara & Don Leis, Terry
Wilderman, IFF Treasurer Zelda Lewis

The world’s highest wind gust
of 231 mph was recorded there
in 1934 to give you an idea of
weather extremes that can be
encountered there. We were
truly blessed with sunshine and
a mild breeze during our visit.
Upon leaving the Cog Railway,
we went to North Conway to visit
Railway where we rode a cogshops and enjoy ice cream in
driven train up some precarious
Wednesday morning we slopes to the peak of Mt. the center of town before
boarded our coach and headed Washington. The skies were blue heading back to the Indian Head
off to the Mt. Washington Cog and beautiful, very much in our Resort for the Night.
favor, because it was snowing
there the day before. The peak
of Mt. Washington has a climate
all of its own and can vary
abruptly.
Passengers exiting the cruise ship after cruise & lunch L to R: Judy Conard, Terry &
Wayne Wilderman, Gordon Beidler, Burl Scherler

Engine & car on the cog railway
A grand hotel resort at the foot of the
White Mountains

Our Thursday tour stopped by
the Kancamangus Collectibles
and Antique Car Museum, and
then headed off to the Hobo
Railway where we had our lunch
aboard the train ride through the
mountain country.
Later we took the Loon Gondola
Sky Ride for another mountain
top view near where a wedding
was about to commence just as
we departed.
Passengers on the cog railway going up Mt. Washington
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Recently I went to the doctor for
my annual physical.
The nurse asked me how much
I weighed. I told her 135
pounds. Then she weighed me,
and the scale said 160.

At the top of Mt. Washington L to R: IFF Vice President Wayne Wilderman, IFF
Treasurer Zelda Lewis, IFF President Burl Scherler

Before long we were back at the a true benefit whenever one
Indian Head Resort for another takes a Flying Farmer Tour.
fine dinner and entertainment to
cap the delightful week in the
White Mountains of New
Hampshire during the near peak
of fall colors.
What a joy it was to spend time
in such pleasant surroundings
with our Flying Farmer Friends,

She asked me how tall I was. I
said, “5 feet, 5 inches.” She
measured me and I was only 5
feet, 3 inches.
So she took my blood pressure
and told me it was high.
“Of course, it’s high,” I said.
“When I came in here, I was tall
and slender. Now I’m short and
fat.”

The tour group in front of wigwam at Indian Head Resort
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2015 IFF Workshop Checklist
January 12, 13, 14, 2015







IFF Registration
Mail your registration to the IFF office @
IFF
P.O. Box 309
Mansfield, IL 61854
Motel reservations
Call Best Western Navarre Waterfront Motel
850-939-9400
Ask for IFF rate of $69.99 plus tax per night
Airport Pickup
Flying your aircraft to Milton:
Call Joyce @ 574-250-8338 to make advance arrangements as
soon as you know your date of arrival.
Flying airlines to Pensacola:
Call Joyce @ 574-250-8338 to inquire about availability of
transportation. Do this as soon as your purchase airline tickets.







Wheel Chair needed at Museum
Wheel chairs are available for use during the museum tour and
lunch. Call Joyce @ 574-250-8338 to make advance
arrangements for enough units to be reserved.
Early Arrival
If you plan to arrive prior to January 12, and wish to take some
local excursions on your own, call Joyce @ 574-250-8338 for the
information you will need.
Any Questions or Special Requests
Call Joyce @ 574-250-8338 or email rustbiz@gmail.com

Early registration is critically and vitally important to the planners so that
adequate plans can be made for buses, meals and tours.
28
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Note: This reception is Colette’s IFF Queen’s Day
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Wishing You All the
True Gifts of Christmas

It’s Christmas, It’s Christmas
Each merry bell chimes
A time for remembering
Old friends and old times
A time for warm greeting
Old ties to renew
And a time for good wishes
For good folks like you!
Burl and Cathy Scherler

The feeling of Christmas is Joy
The spirit of Christmas is Peace
The gladness of Christmas is Hope
The message of Christmas is Love
And may Jesus – the reason for the
season – fill Your heart and home with
all these things
Have a Blessed Christmas
and New Year
From IFF Vice-President
Wayne & Terry Wilderman

SENDING YOU WARM WISHES FOR
A BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY SEASON!
Zelda Thorp Lewis
IFF Treasurer
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Wishing all IFF members a
Very Merry Christmas and
A Happy and Healthy New Year
IFF Duchess Rosella
& Duke Bill
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GREETINGS FROM REGION 9
WE INVITE YOU TO CELEBRATE
WITH US
HONORING THE MAN OF THE YEAR

ART SAGER
JUNE 5 -6, 2015
AT THE TRI-STATE CONVENTION
RED LION INN
RICHLAND, WASHINGTON
For more information contact
Audrey Ledgerwood (509)246-1734 or
ledgerja@donobi.net

May this Christmas season
bring your closer to all those
that you treasure in your
heart.
Have a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New year!
Pat Amdor
IFF Office Manager
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May your heart be
warmed by the sweet
magic that Christmas
always brings, and may
all your dreams be
fulfilled.
Wishing you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New year!
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Special Feature

Wisconsin Flying Farmer Fall Color Meeting
by Phil & Carol Peterson
Wisconsin Flying Farmers
On a beautiful overcast sky on
Qctober 2, 2014, in Hillsboro,
Wisconsin, the Wisconsin
Chapter held its fall color
meeting.

president of the historical society
and involved in many
community services and
organizations told the history of
this small Vernon County
community.

L to R: Phil Peterson, Lenny Schaub

The City of Hllsboro (Czech
capital in Wisconsin) opened its
arms for the invasion of the
flying farmers. We first toured
the Alcam Butter Creamery, with
manager Lenny Schaub, a new joined us for lunch. She is 90
enterprise in town.
years young, drives her car and
going strong. Tom Hotek,

We had lunch at Barbies Kitchen
with homemade pies. A special
surprise showed up when
Marguerite Herbeck, our
chapter’s first secretary-treasurer
34

Hillsboro was the birth place of
Admiral Marc Mitscher who was
captain of the USS Hornet and
commanded that aircraft carrier
on the Doolittle raids against
Tokyo, April 18, 1942. After the
war he went on to be
commander-in-chief of the
Atlanic fleet. Hillsboro was the
birth place of the Kickapoo Oil
Company, which we know today
as Quik Trip.
A tour of the historical museum
by volunteer members gave us
a real exposure to the life and
experiences in the Hillsboro area.

Enjoying visiting at Barbies Kitchen L to R: Marcia Thompson, Ruth Du Charme,
Marguerite Herbeck, Carol Peterson
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CREAMY NEW ORLEANS PRALINES
3 cups sugar
1 cup buttermilk
¼ cup light corn syrup
1 pinch salt

1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 quart pecans

Combine sugar, buttermilk, corn syrup and salt in a very large pan
(it will foam considerably when soda is added) and bring to a nice
rolling boil. Add soda, stir and cook until soft ball is formed when
We ended our day by stopping
dropped in cold water. Then remove from heat and add vanilla.
at the Cheese and More store at
the end of runway 23 for ice Beat until color changes and candy thickens. Stir in pecans. Drop
by teaspoons on greased cookie sheet. (DO IT FAST before the
cream and take home cheese.
candy hardens)
Joshua Sanford Field Airport
(KHBW) was named after Joshua
5 Ingredient Gooey Butter Cake
Sanford, a Hillsboro resident and
the only Native American pilot
½ cup butter, melted
and flight commander to fly with 1 box yellow cake mix
4 cups (1 lb.) powdered sugar
the renowned flying Tigers of 3 eggs
WWII fame.
8 oz. cream cheese, softened
Preheat oven to 300 o F and spray a 9 x 13 baking dish with
cooking spray. Mix cake mix, melted butter and one egg to a
soft dough. Press into the bottom of the pan.
Mix powdered sugar, softened cream cheese and remaining two
eggs until smooth, about 1-2 minutes. Pour on top of crust.
Bake at 300o F for 40-50 minutes until top is golden brown.
Another day of adventure,
learning and fun with the flying
farmers.

Strawberry Mandarin Creamsicle Fruit Salad
Beat together 1 large container of Cool whip
1 box of orange jello (dry).
Stir in a couple of tbsp. of plain yogurt and some cut fruit
(strawberries & mandarin oranges)
Refrigerate until it sets - about an hour, or overnight.
I decorated it with strawberries and mandarin orange pieces.
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Special Feature

The Glencairn Museum and Cathedral
at Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania
by George Conard
New Jersey Flying Farmers

The Glencairn Museum, now
open to the public, is located in
the Bryn Athyn Historic District
just outside the corporate limits
of Philadelphia. The museum
building was once the home of
Raymond Pitcairn. Raymond’s
father, John Pitcairn was an
industrialist of Scottish lineage
similar to Andrew Carnegie who
was also involved in the oil, coal,
and steel industries and later the
Pittsburg Plate Glass Co. in
western Pennsylvania while
always still calling the
Philadelphia area his home.

Bryn Athyn and established it as The museum is located in what
its own municipality.
was formerly the home of
Raymond Pitcairn. The tour of
These gentlemen followed the this museum facility provides
Christian teachings of Emanuel much insight into the life and
Swedenborg and wanted to times of the Pitcairn family. The
construct worship facilities cathedral located near the
reflecting their faith. John museum is an architectural
Pitcairn provided the funding for marvel well worth visiting just
a Gothic Cathedral to be built to view first hand, its
and later his son Raymond construction detail and the wide
oversaw the building’s main variety of material used to
construction which took place complete the project.
between the years of 1913 and
1928 with work continuing into
the 1940’s and beyond to the
present day.
The New Church faith of the
Bryn Athyn congregation has its
origins in eighteenth century
Sweden with the remarkable
spiritual journey of Emanuel
Swedenborg, a scientist,
philosopher and theologian.
Swedenborg was the son of a
prominent Lutheran Bishop born
in Stockholm, Sweden, educated
at the University of Uppsala and
went on to publish 25 books on
systemic theology.

John and a group of his friends
often traveled to the Huntington
Valley to escape the heat and
humidity
of
downtown
Philadelphia and later built their
homes in the area that is now
36
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View of the grounds from
the museum tower

The museum’s tower provides a
beautiful view of the wooded
countryside nearby and also the
Philadelphia skyline on the
distant horizon. Should you ever
be in the Philadelphia area, the
Bryn Athyn Historic District is
certainly deserving of an
educational side trip. The home
of John Pitcairn is also available
for visitation, but our time
schedule did not permit us to
see that beautiful Beaux Arts
structure.

HONOR IFF DUCHESS ROSELLA BJORNSON PRATT
APRIL 10, 2015
CARRIAGE HOUSE INN
9030 MACLEOD TRAIL SOUTH
CALGARY, ALBERTA

To make reservations: Phone 1-403-253-1101; 1-800-661-9566; reserve@carriagehouse.net
Reserve prior to March 10th and quote ALBERTA FLYING FARMERS CONVENTION
Room rate (standard room) $139.00 plus taxes; includes hot breakfast for 2 guests
Room cancelation accepted by the hotel till 48 hour prior to arrival
The BIG Event will include an area tour, dinner and speaker. There will be time to toast and gently
roast our Duchess. (please contact us to be on the program)
(The full convention program will be in the AFF Magazine in January)
Flying Commercial
YYC Calgary

Flying your own plane
Use High River or Springbank airports

(Transportation to the hotel can be arranged)
Convention Registration has not been confirmed yet
Contacts are Convention Chairperson Eleanor House 403-601-6233 eleanorathome@telus.net
or Hannah 403-485-6566 hannah2@telus.com
November/December 2014
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What Does Helena, Montana Have to Offer?
IFF 2015 CONVENTION – SECOND INSTALLMENT
Deer Lodge, MT is the destination with a full day of sightseeing activities for our pre tour on
SATURDAY, JULY 18th. The second oldest city in Montana, Deer Lodge is situated midway between
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks. The city was established in 1862 as the result of a nearby
gold discovery. With fresh food and a blacksmith as drawing cards, Deer Lodge was a welcome stop
for the many settlers and miners who passed through the area.
Our first top will be at the Grant-Kohrs Ranch Historic Site. The ranch was
established by Canadian fur trader John Grant and expanded by cattle baron
Conrad Kohrs. The site shows the history of the Western cattle industry
from the 1850s to recent times. The working ranch still has livestock and
more than 80 buildings from the bunkhouse row
to the 23-room ranch house. As a point of interest, this ranch is a sister
ranch to the Bar U, which we toured at the IFF Convention held in Calgary.
While at the ranch, we will have guided tours of the Ranch House. Following
this, there will be a power point presentation by one of the park rangers as
we enjoy our box lunches.
The rest of our day can be billed as “Cowboys, Cars and Cons” as we continue to learn the history of
this area. The Old Montana Prison Complex is made up of four different museums.
(1) The Old Montana Prison was Montana’s only home for convicted criminals for 108 years. It was
sited in Deer Lodge in 1871 when Montana was a territory, and built out, by
inmate labor to the eight acre complex open today. The facility stands
today much as it was when the last inmates were
moved out in 1997. Those inmates included at
least one member of the Butch Cassidy “Wild
Bunch” and two of the top three suspected “Zodiac
Killer” candidates. There will be guided tours of the prison.
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(2) Visitors can step fondly back into the past at the Montana Auto Museum.
More than 150 vintage motor vehicles dating from an 1886 Bentz to a 1970
Chevelle are on display. A 1910 Kissel Kar and a 1913 Cole are among the
one-of-a-kind vehicles to be found on display. USA Today has listed the
museum as one of the “Top Ten Must See Auto Museums” in the United
States.
(3) Frontier Montana Museum houses an extensive private collection of
Western Memorabilia from the 1800s. Also featured are Civil War items, a
gun collection comprising 250 weapons, Native American artifacts, a railroad
saloon diorama, railroad artifacts and a display of “gamblers’ essentials”.
(4) Yesterday’s Playthings Doll & Toy Museum focuses on the history of
children’s toys from the 19th century to the present. The collection includes
an extensive Raggedy Ann and Andy display, dolls from different cultures
and dolls made from materials ranging from papier-mâché to china. A
model railroad collection also is displayed.
Cottonwood City and the Powell County Museum present a glimpse of local
history over the past 150 years. The Milwaukee Railroad was important to
that history, and icons of its period include and E-9 diesel-electric engine
along with an authentic Milwaukee ‘bay-side’ caboose.
Located right beside the railway cars is the
Prison Cow Ice Cream Shop. This former gas station
has been remodeled and serves a selection of
Montana-made ice cream treats, hot dogs, cold
drinks and other tasty snacks. The name comes
from the Montana State Prison Dairy, where a new
range of ice cream flavours has been produced
for the shop.
Following a busy day of touring Deer Lodge
attractions, we will board the bus and return to the BW Great Northern Hotel
for a scrumptious dinner and visiting.

WATCH FOR INSTALLMENT THREE – “HIGHLIGHTS OF HELENA” TOUR – COMING IN
THE JAN/FEB MAGAZINE
November/December 2014
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‘Round the Regions

By Florence Lutes
Indiana Flying Farmer

be late this year. Most people
got started early, but with all the
rain, some people will not be
able to get in the fields for quite
a while. We saw water standing
in lots of areas on our way to
Litchfield.

the
Region
The Region 3 Tour for this year Around
is now history. It was a lot of Upcoming Activities:
Nov. 15 – Florida Fly-in
bus travel, but very interesting.
at Sebring airport
The buses were deluxe coaches,
restaurant
very comfortable and good
Nov. 22 – Michigan FF
drivers. Attending from Ohio
Christmas Party, Jade
was Don /Barb Leis; from
Restaurant, Owosso
Indiana – Nevoy/Shirley Culp,
Dec. 4 – Illinois
Bob/Florence Lutes, Doris/Virgil
Christmas Party,
Shultz; from Illinois –Pat Amdor,
Bloomington, IL Doug
Karen Bradd, Norman/Pat
Lewis, Ch.
Clapper, Bob Finley, Dolores
Dec. 7 - Ohio FF
Green, Lindell/Jean Loveless,
Christmas Dinner, Plaza
Jim/Anita Meyer, Zelda Lewis.
Inn, Mt. Victory
There was two planes that flew
Dec. 13 – Florida Carryto Loveless’ farm strip from
In Dinner at Don & Sally
Wisconsin – Jeff Thompson and
Apples
Phil/Carol Peterson. Guests
Jan. 12-14 - IFF
were Tim Loveless and special
Workshop, Best Western
friend and Sue Neff, Bob Lutes’s
Waterfront, Navarre, FL
sister. See the Magazine special
Jan 16-17 Florida
report for more details of the
Snowbird, Venice, FL;
tour.
Contact Mary Gruber at
740-244-5599 or email
We were unable to attend the
amgruber8888@gmail.com
Michigan Color tour and Fly-In.
for more information.
Hopefully they had a good
weekend. It was sure cold for
our annual Applebutter cook out.
Everyone’s harvest is going to
40
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A Suggestion for your
Conventions:
This past year, Michigan had a
new twist for the door prizes.
Instead of just calling out
numbers or names, they gave
Awards. See if you can match
the “Awards” with the
“Recipients”.
I’ve mixed the
answers up.
Appreciation Award Traveled Farthest DistanceMarried the Longest Most Grandchildren Greatest age difference between
coupleLargest Garden Decided to marry a certain girl prior
to datingMet her on Broadway; married in
the countryMarried High School sweetheartWalking/Running the tail of the
plane
Mildred & Glen Kernohan
Don & Barbara Leis
Herb & Bunny Call
Bob & Florence Lutes
Don & Mary Rentschler
Pat & Norman Clapper
Chuck & Peggy Kauffman
Duane & Loyola Dysinger
Wendell & Joyce Rust
Art & Mary Gruber
We extend our sympathy to the
families of the members who
have passed on this year and
pray for healing for those
members with conflicts. Bob
and I wish everyone a Merry
Christmas
and
a
very
prosperous New Year.

‘Round the Regions

Vermont Flying Farmers played
at Old Orchard Beach Main in
September 2014.

By Diana Ham
Vermont Flying Farmer
Our friends ‘Vermont Flying
Farmers’ Dawn and Chris Denio
from Bennington joined with 20
‘National Assoc. of Railway
Business Women’ (my other
awesome club) and friends for
an excellent fall travel day. We
were in the comfortable ‘retro’

wondering. Tom had what the
menu called a ‘portabella
burger’. Alas - he was very
disappointed to find the bun
only held a big mushroom - no
hamburger. The few shops that
were still opened in North Creek
were good - no junky souvenir
stuff where we went. But the
town would be livelier earlier in
the season. We loved the sunny
ambling the 3 hours we were
there. Our Saratoga & North
Creek Railroad Train departed at
10:15 AM out of the Saratoga
Amtrak Station (pictured), an
hour and 1/2 trip each way with
great service on board, for a 6
PM return. We were SO lucky
to have had a perfect day for
the trip! It was Dawn’s first train
dome car (pictured) where one
ride - and it whet her appetite
can relax and enjoy food, drink
for many more.
and lovely scenery as in railroad
travel in the 50’s. (Tom said that
he and Chris were the only
roosters - but they really didn’t
seem to mind the odds at all!)
We had our lunch at the B&B
where Chris and Tom posed by
the sign - yummy! I had a classic
Cobb Salad, in case you were
November/December 2014

Davene and Gail walked miles
and miles on the beach, visiting
all the way. Neida caught this
great picture. Davene found a
whole sand dollar - very rare this
summer Gail had said. The day
before, Gail had found her first
of the season and had given it
to me! Neida and I couldn’t
begin to keep up, but we
enjoyed our walk too.

Happy ladies L to R: Neida
Fischer, Diana Ham, Davene
Brown and hostess Gail
MacDonald posing coyly on Old
Orchard Beach. We stayed, as
we do every year after Labor
Day, in Gail’s family’s motel on
the shore. The Scrabble games
are hotly contested. We girls
shopped in Freeport (L.L.Bean)
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one rainy day while Howie, Tom
and Jerry drove to the Owl’s
Head Museum. They saw
vintage machines and visited an
old friend (Bob Bailey) who
showed them around. The
meals? Seafood, of course!

Three brave VTFF in the chilly
Atlantic - Diana, Howie and
Gail. The latter 2 really stayed
and swam. I only swam 7+
minutes, got knocked flat by the
waves, ran and sunned. Upon
taking off my suit for a shower
later, I found mud pies inside!!!

By Darrell Lemons
Heartland Flying Farmer
The 17 th of October was a
gorgeous fall day in Minden,
Nebraska with the tree colors
showing a variety of shades and
the morning with a cool and
brisk breeze. Corn shelling was
42

group, “The Cosy Corner”, with
good ole country cooking was
in process and several of the the popular watering hole.
grain bunkers were beginning to Thanks to Bill and Margaret for
fill with good old yellow looking planning a full and wonderful
corn. A nice number of flying day.
farmers were gathered for tours
that had been programmed by Thanksgiving and the Christmas
Bill and Margaret Bunger.
holidays will be up soon, right
after Halloween. Everyone
First it was to the Royal needs to take part with family
Engineered Composites and and friends and enjoy the time
Plastics Manufacturing plant to the fullest while giving thanks
where a variety of parts were to those that can’t be there or
made to fill numerous orders for can’t partake and to those that
over the country. Wardcraft assist our life styles while
Homes, makers of modular protecting the liberties and
homes of the large size like 30’ freedoms that we share.
x 60’, was next on the list. Then
it was out to the Patriot We wish each and everyone a
Equipment plant “Helping joyous and Merry-Merry
Farmers Feed America Since Christmas and a Prosperous
1984”. Just over a dozen New Year.
different pieces of equipment for
handling grain and feeding cattle
were their specialty of
manufacturing. The old hotel
that was once three stories tall
was the next thing on the
touring list. Dave, Margaret’s son
and his wife, Carolyn were in the
By Audrey Ledgerwood
process of renovating this
and Colene Sager
landmark and making it into a Washington Flying Farmers
living quarters and a center for Washington Flying Farmers had
social events. Dave is in charge their annual meeting on
of the sound and music system September 27 with 15 members
in the Minden Opera House present. One plane flew in to
which we also had a tour of. Ritzville, Washington where we
What would the flying farmer fly- had the meeting at the Bowling
in be without eats? A favorite Alley. The owner was very
café in town called, by the hospitable and we had a great
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meeting. Art Sager agreed to
be president, Sheila Slinkard VP,

Chris Clinesmith Secretary, Nina
Richardson Treasurer. The
schedule of activities for the
coming year were discussed
.
The October meeting was held
in Davenport, Washington on the
18th. The Black Bear Cowboy
Café welcomed us into a
separate eating area where we
were able to visit, eat, and have
a business meeting. The décor
was worth the trip but it was
impossible to take in all of the
antiques and memorabilia with
one trip. Speaking of the trip, it
was a lovely fall day and all but
one person arrived by plane.
The airport is at the opposite end
of town as the café but Debby
Dammel drove and she was
welcomed at the airport to
provide transportation. We were
also offered a courtesy car so
we all were able to load into the
two cars.

‘Round the Regions
sunshine and warmth so
meeting attendance is down.
Washington lost a longtime
member Gordon Ebbert who
died at the age of 101.
Oregon is celebrating Andy
Anderson’s 90 th birthday on
November 3. Andy is hoping
for a great party and has invited
all his friends and neighbors. He
has planned the party so he can
participate and then “When he
makes the “Last Flight West”, all
they will need to say is “Amen”
for the Memorial Celebration of
my life.

Andy and Gordon had some
common ground. Gordon
donated a 100 plus year old
trunk that Gordon’s family
brought to Oregon on the
Oregon Trail. Andy was able to
get in on display at the Polk
The calendar for the year was County Museum in Rickreall,
filled with a host and hostess for Oregon along with the Polk
each month. About the time we County Covered Wagon.
think we have exhausted ideas
that will work for our group for
a monthly meeting, someone
comes up with another idea.
Thank you to Dammels for
suggesting this Cowboy Café as
I am certain we will want to
By Jack Vandervalk
return at some future date.
Alberta Flying Farmer

Wayne Wilderman was not
feeling good so we landed at his
farm to bring the 2015
convention video with us. We
had a good flight but 40 miles
west of Watrous airstrip there
was some cloud building up. In
talking on the radio someone
told me he was 35 miles south
of Watrous and at 3700 feet it
was clear below the cloud. This
made me feel a lot better so we
went down through a hole in the
cloud to find more than 1000
feet clear vision under the
clouds. After circling the airstrip
I still found myself lined up on
a narrow strip of canola stubble
right beside the airstrip. Two
quick turns and we landed okay.
Shortly Clément Dion was there
to give us a ride to the hotel.

Mostly men toured the Riteway
Machine Plant on Friday
afternoon. Them make heavy
harrows, stone pickers, land
rollers and more. After a tour
of the plant which showed us
how the company had grown
through the years, we looked at
a 78 foot land roller. It was
impressive to see how it folded
up to go down the road. We
were told that more farmers are
rolling their fields now. Most of
their sales were in the United
States. The ladies did some craft
On Friday, October 17th, Merry
This is the time of year for some
work and enjoyed the pool. At
and I flew to Manitou Beach
of the Washington and Oregon
Manitou, the lake has no exit for
Saskatchewan. It was sad that
members to head south for
water. As a result, evaporation
November/December 2014

The International Flying Farmer

43

causes high salt and mineral
content. It is called the dead
sea of Canada. The hotel has a
heated pool of the lake water
which is very enjoyable. Many
claim health benefits from
bathing there. That evening we
were treated to a banquet and
afterwards 3 ladies singing old
time songs.
Saturday we enjoyed the
meetings and had time to soak
in hot mineral pool. Saturday
evening we enjoyed a very nice
meal. Because last year the hotel
catering was not the best we

‘Round the Regions
thought they were doing a good
job this year to make up for last
year. After the Sunday worship
service Clément gave us a ride
to our plane. We had a pit stop
in Kindersley breaking up the
long flight. That made it a very
nice trip home.
We want to thank the
Saskatchewan crew for the good
time and good fellowship.

in. We were told that it was a
very good day with good
weather even though the
weather in the south got worse
later in the day. Due to being
over committed we missed the
Fairmount Golf weekend and
again were told it turned out real
good. We are planning not to
miss the Christmas Party in Olds
on Dec. 6.
Merry and I wish all a blessed
Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Because of weather, Merry and I
missed the Alberta Queen’s fly- Hope to see you all in Florida.

Salted Caramel Thumbprint Cookies
Cookie:
2/3 cup unsalted butter
½ cup sugar
2 egg yolks
Filling:
1/3 cup firmly packed brown sugar
¼ cup unsalted butter

1 teaspoon vanilla
1 ½ cups all-purpose flour

2 tablespoons heavy whipping cream
sea salt

Combine 2/3 cup butter, sugar, egg yolks and vanilla in bowl. Beat at medium speed, scraping bowl
often, until creamy. Add flour; beat at low speed until well mixed. Cover; refrigerate at least 1 hour
or until firm. Heat oven to 375o F. Shape dough into 1-inch balls. Place 2 inches apart onto
ungreased cookie sheets. Make indentation in center of each cookie with thumb or end of wooden
spoon handle. (edges may crack slightly) Bake 7-10 minutes or until edges begin to brown. Cool
completely.
Combine ½ cup brown sugar and ¼ cup butter in small saucepan. Cook over medium heat, stirring
constantly, until mixture begins to boil. Continue cooking, stirring constantly, 1 minute. Remove
from heat. Stir in whipping cream. Cool caramel mixture about 15 minutes.
Spoon about ½ teaspoon caramel mixture into center of each cooled cookie. Let caramel set about
5 minutes. Sprinkle tops of each cookie lightly with sea salt.
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IFF Workshop 40 Years Ago
The IFF Workshop was held at the Broadview Hotel, Wichita, Kansas on November 8-10, 1975.
Representatives from 34 of the organization’s 41 chapters flew in for this annual event.
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Memorial

Walter Sieg
1916 – 2014
Walter Paul Sieg died on
February 18, 2014 at the
Pleasant View-Good Samaritan
Center in St. James, MN. He
was born on July 11, 1916 to
Herman and Mathilda (Krenz)
Sieg. He was a lifetime member
of St. John’s Lutheran Church,
South Branch. He married Nina
Reckard on September 1, 1948.
She died in 1996.
Walter’s farm was a Century
farm built and farmed by his
father. 94 years were spent on
this farm. When his health
declined, the St. James Good
Samaritan Nursing Home
stepped in and provided
excellent care to Walt since 2011.
Walter build airplanes and was
a licensed pilot. Over the years
he also owned planes and did
stunts like wing walking. Walter
was a charter member of the
International Flying Farmers. He
loved people and was always the
first to ask, “what’s your name?”
Walter is survived by his children
Lee Sieg, Truman, MN; Judy
Nuese, White Bear Lake, MN; his
grandchildren Tammy Hilliard,
Sharon Juntunen, Debra
Behrens, Jeffrey Sieg, Jeni Sieg,
Matthew Sieg and four great
grandchildren.
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Ralph Jenson
1935 - 2014

Michael Nutter
1950 - 2014

Michael Taylor Nutter, 63 of
Ralph Jenson, 79, Reynolds, Lebanon, Ohio died on Sunday,
14,
2014
North Dakota, died Monday, September
surrounded
by
his
loving
family.
September 8, 2014 at home.
Son of Walter and Mary Frances
Ralph was born on January 20, (nee: Cochran) Nutter, Michael
1935 in Grand Forks, North was born on December 12, 1950
Dakota to Bert and Agnes in Salem, Ohio.
(Sjosvold) Jenson. He married
June Gilbertson on June 29, Michael was an active member
1958 near Niagara, North of the West Side Church of Christ,
Dakota. They lived in a past member of Riverside
Heidelberg, Germany, where Baptist Church in Red House,
Ralph served in the US Army, WV for over thirty years, a
until 1960 when they moved to private pilot for over 20 years,
Reynolds where they lived and a member of the Ohio Flying
farmed for many years. He Famers Association, a member
became a private pilot at the age of the Masons and Eastern Star
of 40 and was active in the in Buffalo, WV, and participated
International Flying Farmers in the Shriners of Dayton, OH
Association. Ralph displayed his and Charleston, WV. Michael was
numerous handmade small talented in so many ways. Most
engines for more than 20 years importantly he was a great
at the Western Minnesota Steam husband, an amazing father,
Threshers Reunion at Rollag, loving grandfather, and loyal
Minnesota. He was a longtime friend.
member of Faith Evangelical
He is preceded in death by his
Free Church in Grand Forks.
parents.
Ralph is survived by his
daughter, Julie (Robert) Koepp, Michael is survived by his loving
Colfax, WI; son, Ron (Lorie) wife of 43 years, Bibby (nee:
Jenson, Lino Lakes, MN; Sergent) Nutter of Lebanon, two
grandchildren, Kristi, Amy, and daughters, Shelly Pembelton of
Jenna Koepp, and Clara, Blanchester, Melody Jackson of
Matthew, and William Jenson; Hyde Park, one sister, Patricia
and many nieces and nephews. Nutter-Brewer of Eleanor, WV,
one uncle, Bud Cochran, one
He is preceded in death by his brother-in-law, Tom Sergent of
WV,
four
parents, a brother, John, step- Ravenswood,
mother, Alice, and his wife June grandchildren Madison, Conley,
Zoe and Nina, three nieces and
four nephews.
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John Hoegl
1941 - 2014

Belva Knox
1938 – 2014

Memorial
Gordon Ebbert
1913 - 2014

John Hoegl passed away at the
Lloydminster
Hospital,
Lloydminster, Saskatchewan on Gordon Mason Ebbert, 101, of
Saturday, October 11, 2014 at Moses Lake, WA passed away
the age of 73 years.
on October 20, 2014, at
Samaritan Hospital. He was
John was born May 18, 1941 to born July 23, 1913, in
Tony Hoegl and Hilda Otto. The Monmouth, Oregon, to Elbie
first years of his life were spent Ebbert and Ruth Mason Ebbert.
at the family farm. At a young Gordon married his high school
age they relocated to the present sweetheart Juanita Nelson in
Hoegl Farms Location. Marilyn 1935.
Nelson and John Hoegl were
married in July 1965.
Gordon began a long time flying
career when he soloed in 1933
He spent many years on the in a Frank Taylor Cub at Eyerly
Hillmond
School
board, Flying Field in Salem, Oregon.
Irrigation committee, Credit
Union board, Saskatchewan Gordon was instrumental in
Wheat Pool, Saskatchewan helping form the first Civil Air
Flying Farmers to this day and Patrol in Moses Lake. He was a
of course his latest favorite the mission check pilot for the Civil
Lloydminster Exhibition Board. Air Patrol for 35 years and
conducted numerous search and
In 1980 John acquired his rescue missions throughout the
private pilot’s licence which Pacific Northwest. In 1961, he
became a magnificent hobby and was given a permanent reserve
useful ability to check on cattle assignment with the Civil Air
and travel further and get there Patrol and he achieved the rank
faster! Flying was a PASSION for of Lt Colonel. In 2007 Gordon
John. The “Flying Farmers” was promoted to Colonel.
community provided Marilyn and
John with a wide array of friends Gordon was an active member
throughout the continent.
of the Washington Flying
Farmers and in June 1994 was
John is survived by Marilyn, his awarded the Flying Farmer of the
beloved wife of 49 years; four Year award. He joined the Flying
children and their families, Farmers in 1946 attending the
JoAnn Lider, Shari Garnier, charter meeting in Spokane.
Colleen Hoegl and Murry Hoegl;
nine grandchildren, Ashley, Gordon was preceded in death
Justine, Savanna, Dyson, Jayna, by his wife, Juanita and his son
Taylor, Shania, Devyn and Gordon Jr. He is survived by
Quinn; sister, Julie Rayson; nieces and nephews.
brother-in-law, George Nelson.
November/December 2014

Belva Yvonne Knox died 30
October 2014 in Assiniboia,
Saskatchewan. of ovarian
cancer. She was born 3 February
1938 in Weyburn, Sask. Belva
married Douglas Knox, a local
aviator, on May 7, 1955. Family
and friends, aviation and flying
were to be the mainstays of
almost 60 years of marriage.
She tackled her concerns about
flying by confronting the
situation head on by earning her
Private Pilot’s licence in February
1965. Belva and Doug were
early members of the
Saskatchewan Chapter of the
International Flying Farmers
(IFF) organization, building a
social network of lifelong friends
across North America. In 1977,
Belva was selected by the
delegates to the IFF Convention
in Duluth Minnesota as IFF
Duchess.
Belva appreciated music; and
took steps to ensure her children
did too! She took great pleasure
in mastering the French Horn as
a member of the Assiniboia
Community Band.
Starting in 1980, Belva and
Doug wintered in Arizona.

She was predeceased by parents,
Ida and Lyle Lawrence, and sonin-law Gerry Beam, Belva is
survived by her mate of 60
years, Doug, children Hal,
Michael, and Liz Ann Beam, six
grandchildren, three great
grandchildren, three brothers
Jim, Ron, and Greg.
The International Flying Farmer
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Chapter Supplies Available
through IFF -- New Prices!
Queen’s Tiara
Trophy
WOY Pin
Queen’s Pin
(w/year guard)
Year Guard

$45.00
$50.00
$10.00

__________
__________
__________

$45.00
$22.00

__________
__________

TOTAL

$_________

Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of supplies
ordered -- indicate year for the trophy
and pin under “Additional Info”. Please
allow 6 weeks for the trophy, tiara and
pins, and 3-4 weeks for the WOY pin.
Name: ________________________
Address: ______________________
_____________________________
City: _________________________
State/Prov: ____________________
Zip/Postal: ____________________

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents: Make note of
the following deadlines for upcoming
issues of the International Flying
Farmer magazine.
Issue
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline
Jan. 1
Mar. 1
May 1
July 1
Sept. 1
Nov. 1

NOTICES
DATE OF JOINING IFF
Please notify the IFF office of the year that
you joined IFF. There are many blanks in
the database that need to be filled as well
as some incorrect information. This information is needed to determine 25-year and
50-year memberships.

mail check and order form to:
International Flying Farmers
P.O. Box 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

Where in the world is
Helena, Montana?

If you submit an article that has
been published in another publication, you must also submit permission from the publication in which
it appeared as well as permission
from the writer of the article. These
permissions must be in writing or
the article cannot be printed in the
IFF magazine.

July 19-21, 2015
It’s happenin’ in Springfield, Illinois
July 2016

NOTICES
IFF Memorial Scholarship
Fund Donations
All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax
purposes since the IFF
Memorial Scholarship Fund
is a 501 (c)(3) charitable
institution; they should be
sent to:
IFF Past Presidents
c/o Robert Lutes
71705 CR 23
New Paris, IN 46553

25 or 50 YEAR MEMBERS
If you have been an IFF member
for 25 or 50 years and have not
received your 25-year or 50-year
pin, please notify the IFF office. Be
sure to give the year you joined IFF.

Only obituaries for those who were
IFF members at the time of death
will be published in the IFF magazine. Others (family and former
members) may be published in
chapter newsletters.

NAME __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

IFF ANNUAL DUES:
new members $85
Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse &
all children living at home.

____________________________________________________
TELEPHONE ____________________ CELL PHONE __________________
EMAIL ________________________________________________________
OCCUPATION _____________________ PRINCIPLE CROP ____________
AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________
Year

Make

Model

N-number

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers
Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

LANDING STRIP _______________________________________________
Length-direction

Direction from town

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________
Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use.
Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its
Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America. While originally
founded by farmers and ranchers who owned aircraft,
the membership now consists of individuals from all
walks of life, from storeowners and factory workers
to bankers and lawyers. Direct involvement in
agriculture or aviation is not, in and of itself, a
requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is: To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and mutual
helpfulness among its members; to explore and
emphasize the importance of flying and the use of
the airplane in agricultural production, including the
breeding, raising and feeding of livestock; and to
engage in research and extension service, including
publishing magazines or other periodicals to
disseminate among its members information
pertaining to the purposes of the organization.

