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2022 Calendar of Events

July 2022
24 - Gorden Barber Celebration of Life - Bow Valley Ranch, Calgary - 12-4pm
31 - Ohio Flying Farmers Lunch 1pm - The Inn at Ohio Northern University

August 2022
20 - Bill Pratt Memorial - Alberta Aviation Museum - 2pm

October 2022
20-22 - Saskatchewan Flying Farmers Convention - Manitou Springs Mineral 
Spa - Watrous, SK

If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME 
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH PHONE 
NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to the IFF 
Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL  61854

IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use.  Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families.  No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.



International Flying Farmer
(ISSN 0020-675X)

Vol. 76–July/August 2022– No. 3
The official publication of and published by:

International Flying Farmers, Inc.
P.O. Box 309

Mansfield, Illinois  61854
(217)489-9300  

email:  iff1944@hotmail.com
website: http:// www.internationalflyingfarmers.org

 Patricia L. Amdor....................Office Manager
 Patricia L. Amdor.................................Editor

IFF OFFICERS 2019-2021

President Diana Billheimer (Monte)
19551 CR V
Haswell, CO  81045
(719) 436-2350
email:  farmertracks@yahoo.com

Vice President James Meyer(Michele)
927 N State St
Gibson City, IL  60936
(217) 784-8125
email:  meyrflyr@yahoo.com

Secretary/Treasurer Dale Bohrer (Rhonda)
3581 Alice Rd
Toddville, IA 52341
(319) 721-5925
email:  bohrerfarms@gmail.com

Past President Clement Dion (Sylvia)
P.O. Box 243
Zenon Park, SK  S0E 1W0  Canada
(306) 767-2270
email:  tride@sasktel.net

International Flying Farmer (ISSN 0020-675X) is published bi-monthly, 
January/February, March/April, May/June, July/August, September/
October, November/December by International Flying Farmers, Inc., P.O. 
Box 309, Mansfield, IL  61854. Periodicals postage paid at Mansfield, 
IL and additional mailing offices. Reprint permission may be obtained 
by contacting the office above. Contributions or gifts to International 
Flying Farmers, Inc. are not tax deductible as charitable contributions. 
The magazine is published for distribution to IFF members, those in 
aeronautical education (faculty and schools), libraries and the news 
media. Of the membership dues, $15.00 annually is allocated toward 
the cost of producing the magazine. Qualified non-members may obtain 
the magazine by payment of $40.00 plus shipping & handling in the 
United States, $40.00  plus shipping & handling in Canada, and $40.00 
plus shipping & handling for other countries. Single copies of certain 
issues are available for $7.50 plus shipping & handling..

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to International Flying 
Farmers, Inc., P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL  61854.

July/August 2022

SPECIAL FEATURES

  
   7 Memorial Scholarship  Recipient
10 Ag Joy Flies High
12 DeWitt County Illinois Museum Tour
16 Jamie Sossaman 90th Birthday

   REPORTS

  4 President   
    

DEPARTMENTS

  2 Calendar of Events    8 Conventions
19      ‘Round the Regions  20 Memorial  
 

     International Flying Farmers
     P.O. Box 309
     Mansfield, IL  61854

  Phone:  217-489-9300
  E-mail:   iff1944@hotmail.com
 Website:  http://www.internationalflyingfarmers.org



4            The International Flying Farmer               July/August 2022    

Official Reports

President’s Report
By Diana Billheimer

Kansas Flying Farmer

Happy July!  I know it seems 
like it’s been forever since I 
wrote an article, but I am not 
complaining.  It has been a 
busy several months around 
here.  I will talk about that 
later. 

It has been so good to see 
several chapters and regions 
getting together again and 
even touring different places 
together.  Even though the 
last couple of years has been 
hard, the fellowship of flying 
farmers can always pick up 
where we left off.  We were 
unable to go to the Kansas 
picnic at the beginning of 
June, as I was not able to 
ride that far with my hip yet.  
We were disappointed, but 
when the Doc says he didn’t 
think it was a good idea, that 
I needed to give the hip a few 
more weeks, I did what he 
said, because my goal was to 
get back in my combine.
 
I do think we need to consider 
having more region gatherings 
since our numbers continue to 
decrease.  I know there are 
several regions that already 

do this, but I really think it is 
a good idea.  I know it means 
longer travel at times, but the 
fellowship we share is always 
worth the extra time spent 
getting there.
 
Clément and I have visited 
several times, but there really 
hasn’t been much going on 
with the organization as of 
right now.  If anyone knows 
of something that needs 
attention, please let me or 
any of your region directors 
know, so we can look into it.

Back to my hip, I did get the 
hip replacement, but was two 
weeks from when I wrote 
in my last article that I got 
it done.  Seems as though 
the hospital really goofed up 
and didn’t get the insurance 
approval even though I was 
on the surgical schedule that 
day and I was there and more 
than ready to get it done.  
After two and a half hours of 
the hospital telling me, we’ll 
get it approved but we can’t 
let you go upstairs until we 
do, I said enough was enough 
and we left. My doctor agreed 
as he kept having the surgical 
nurses call down to admitting 
seeing what the holdup was 

and they just kept telling them 
and me, we are working on 
it.  Finally, two weeks later, 
March 31, I got my hip done, 
at a different hospital, as I 
told the Doctor I wouldn’t 
go back to the other one.  
Everything went smoothly, 
and I did have to spend one 
night in the hospital as I kept 
getting dizzy.  I have issues 
with anesthesia, so they put a 
motion sickness patch on me 
and one of the side effects of 
that is dizziness.  Well, when 
they got me up in recovery the 
room would not quit spinning.  
I asked to have the patch 
removed, as I didn’t like that 
feeling at all and it took a while 
for the dizziness to go away, 
but I did not get sick from 
the anesthesia.  I still haven’t 
decided which was worse, the 
sickness after surgery or the 
dizziness.  I started physical 
therapy 8 days later, twice a 
week and during the second 
session, the therapist couldn’t 
figure out as to why I was 
having so much pain in my 
groin to my knee until he did a 
slight massage to the muscle 
and the tears started rolling 
down my face because that 
pain was excruciating.  Seems 
as though the muscle had 
atrophied so badly, it did not 
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know how to work any longer 
so that took longer to get it to 
work with my new hip.  I still 
do exercises with the muscle, 
but it is learning to respond 
and the more walking I do, the 
stronger it is getting.  I have 
learned we take for granted 
the getting up to walk as we 
have learned to do that since 
we were little, but in this case, 
I could get up, but taking that 
first step with that left leg, 
was not that easy.  I would 
hobble until the muscle would 
wake up, then I could walk 
the right way.  I am 13 weeks 
out now, and the hip still gets 
tired, but it will continue to get 
better over time. 

Here on the farm, it has been 
very busy for the guys as well 
as stressful as we did not 
have enough moisture until 
after the first part of June to 
plant anything.  As of January 
1, until now, July 1 we have 
had a total of 4.37 inches of 
rain.  January through the end 
of April we had .86 inches of 
moisture with lots of wind 
and dirt blowing.  At the end 
of May we received 1.33 
inches which allowed Ryan to 
plant some corn, over at the 
farthest fields by Karval.  Then 
in June, from the 1st through 
the 8th, we received 2.18 
inches of rain and the tractors 
started rolling.  Ryan used the 
36-row planter and planted 
all the milo before the June 
15 deadline.  Monte, Ethan, 

and Caden, the high school 
boy working for us, started 
sweeping the ground for the 
millet.  As soon as enough 
acres got worked, Monte 
hooked onto the air seeder 
to get the millet planted.  
With 150 acres to go, Monte 
lost a wheel on the air cart, 
but fortunately got stopped 
soon enough, no damage 

except to the wheel axle was 
done. The axle broke and 
no one had a new axle, so 
we had to have a machine 
shop in Burlington make one 
for us.  Monte managed to 
get it planted before the 
deadline.  Ethan and Caden 
continued sweeping summer 
fallow fields trying to get them 
all done before we started 
wheat harvest.  Caden would 
have to leave early as he plays 
baseball, as well as all the rest 
of us would shut done for 
Ethan, Quinn and Milo’s 
baseball games (3 different 
teams).  When I say us, the 
only thing I did was help move 
to different fields. No one 
wanted me in a tractor yet 
because of the clutch.  Due 
to the winds, the fields were 
pretty rough and even though 
I told them I would try, I got a 
flat NO from everyone.  While 
everyone else was in tractors, 
Shelby and LaDawne kept the 
sprayers going ahead of the 
planters. 

Official Reports

Broken axle on air cart

Monte got stopped pretty fast

The broken axle
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June 28th was my day to see 
if I could handle my combine.  
Climbing the steps up didn’t 
worry me, it was the coming 
back down that did bother me.  
Well, I went up, and practiced 
the coming down, slow and 
easy and I had no problem.  
I ran my combine for 2 days, 
with some soreness, but it felt 
so good to be back in the seat 
and helping again.  

The wheat yields are nothing 
to brag about because we 
were dry for so long the 
wheat had no moisture to fill 
the heads.  The wheat acres 
we cut were for the farmer 
we are now farming his land, 
and when we moved up to our 
own wheat, it still had green 
in it, so as I write this, we 
are hoping in a few days our 
wheat will go.  We only have 
1800 acres left to harvest as 
when the June rains came, the 
wheat at Karval had a lot of hail 
with the rain, and completely 
destroyed the whole crop.  The 
appraisal was .03-1 bushel, so 
Mother Nature harvested it, 
unfortunately. 

I hope I haven’t bored you 
with al l  the happenings 
around here.  I know many 
of you tell me you love reading 
what’s going on out our way.  
Needless to say we usually 
don’t have very many days that 
are boring, unless recovering 
from surgery, which has 
gotten pretty boring for me.  

I couldn’t even do anything 
outside.

If any of you are going to 
have fly-ins or are planning 
your chapter  or  region 
conventions, please get 
them in the magazine, so our 
members have time to plan 
on attending.

I hope everyone has a great 
summer and stays healthy.

Official Reports

This is our tradition picture in Nana’s combine wheel.  We’ve been saying for a 
couple of years, they aren’t going to fit, but with lots of giggles and pushing and 
wiggling around, they manage to get in.  Ethan-12; Quinn-10; Milo-8.  

Diana’s combine
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Special Feature

Memorial Scholarchip Recipient
Kaylin Klomhaus

My name is Kaylin Klomhaus. I will be going into my Junior year at Iowa State University 
where I’m pursuing double-major in Marketing and Business Analytics and a minor in 
Anthropology. I’m involved on campus through the Marketing Club, Anthropology Club, and 
as the Marketing and Recruitment Director of the Campus Service Council. I’m honored to 
receive this scholarship and appreciate the opportunities it will help me to accomplish. 

Kaylin is the daughter of Trent and Jennifer (Thorp) Klomhaus and the granddaughter of 
Nelson and Linda Thorp.

Lizards communicate by doing push-ups.

In Switzerland, it is illegal to own only one guinea pig because they are prone to loneliness.

Within five minutes of waking, 50% of a dream is forgotten.  Within ten minutes, 90% of it 
is forgotten.

Facts You’ll Probably Never Need to Know
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Conventions

Wisconsin Flying Farmers Convention

By Jeff Thompson
Wisconsin Flying Farmer

We had a real nice convention 
on the 3rd & 4th of May in 
Mauston, WI. We had two 
planes that flew in. Our new 
members David & Cindy Seitz 
from Mauston did all the 
leg work and hosted us in 
their hangar with members 
from the EAA Chapter for a 
cookout on Tuesday evening. 
It rained most of the day on 
Tuesday, which kept David 
out of the field as he runs a 
large farming operation with 
custom spraying, and he was 
able to join us. 

We toured the Cattail Dairy 
Farm near  Mauston on 
Tuesday afternoon. It is a 
family run dairy farm that 
milks 350 Holstein and Jersey 
cows. They also farm 1400 
acres and care for nearly 650 
animals on their farm. 
Then it was back to the Lodge 
at Mauston where everyone 
from out of town was staying. 
This lodge was recently built 
by an entrepreneur from 
Mauston, Ron Brunner and his 
wife Barb. They have joined 
the Wis Flying Farmers. He 
has a manufacturing plant in 
Mauston that builds parts for 

John Deere, and a ranch in 
Montana where he spends a 
lot of time. He flies his Cessna 
182 between the two when he 
travels.  He was at his ranch 
during our convention so was 
unable to join us. 

Tuesday evening, we went 
back to the airport for a 
cookout in David & Cindy’s 
hangar. They have a Cirrus 
SR 20 & and a Piper Cherokee 
Six that he spent most of 
last winter restoring, and 
it looks like new. With the 
EAA chapter joining us we 
had 24 at the cookout. After 
the meal we had a short 
business meeting, where Phil 
stepped down as president 
after 17 years. I was elected 
as president and David Seitz 
is our new vice president. 
Phil presented Marcia and me 
with plaques for our service 
as officers while Phil was 
President. It is because of 
Phil’s dedication and hard 
work that the Wisconsin Flying 
Farmers are still active today. 

On Wednesday morning we all 
headed up to Volk Field for a 
tour of the base. The base is a 

training base for all branches 
of the military. There were not 
too many soldiers there when 
we were there but, in the 
summer, they have over 3000 
soldiers training at one time. 
After a tour of their radar 
room, we all had lunch in their 
cafeteria. All in all, it was a 
great convention. I want to 
thank David & Cindy for all 
their work and a wonderful 
cookout. Thanks to the Myers 
& Bohrers for traveling from IL 
& IA to join us. 

Phil & Carol Peterson
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Conventions

L to R:  Jim Meyer, IFF Vice President, swearing in the Wisconsin Officers:  Tommie Suess - Historian, Marcia Thompson - 
Secretary/Treasurer, Jeff Thompson - President, David Seitz - Vice President
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Ag Joy Flies High

Special Feature

This article was written by Jason 
Maloney, a freelance writer who 
wrote the article for Agri-View in 
April 2022.  It is reprinted with 
permission of the writer.

Many of us recall our time in 
the fields as children. Most 
started helping with fieldwork 
about as soon as we could 
walk. We learned early how 
gratifying it is to see the result 
of the labor of our family take 
shape in each field planted, 
mowed, or baled. Every 
now and then the rhythm 
of work would be broken by 
excitement in the sky above. 
A roar of an engine alerted 
us to the approach of a small 
airplane.

Sometimes the airplane was a 
crop duster flying low enough 
to almost touch the lightning 
rods on the barn roof. At 
other times the airplanes were 
more exotic; especially around 
the time of summer when 
the Experimental Aircraft 
Association Convention was 
held in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 
Then ant ique b ip lanes, 
homebuilt airplanes and other 
private planes would fly over, 
sometimes in formation. 

Is it any wonder that some 
farm ch i ld ren grow up 

yearning to fly?

The organization known now 
as the International Flying 
Farmers (IFF) got started in 
1944 when a group of farmers 
who used private airplanes in 
their farming and ranching 
operations met at the annual 
Farm and Home Week hosted 
at Oklahoma A&M in Stillwater. 
Many of those farmers looked 
at their aircraft as farm 
workhorses much like a tractor 
or combine. Membership in 
the organization peaked in 
the 1970s with over 11,000 
members in the United States 
and Canada.

The IFF, according to its 
bylaws is, “An organization of 

families with a mutual interest 
in the promotion and use of 
airplanes in agriculture. The 
organization now consists 
of individuals from all walks 
of life.... The purpose of the 
organization is to create...an 
organization with a spirit of 
helpfulness and cooperation 
among its members to explore 
and emphasize the importance 
of flying and the use of 
the airplane in agricultural 
production....”

Jeff and Marcia Thompson are 
International Flying Farmers 
from Bristol, Wisconsin. 
Their family runs Thompson 
S t rawbe r r y  Fa rm.  Je f f 
Thompson said, “We joined 
in 2004. A typical meeting 

Marcia & Jeff Thompson
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Special Feature

of a state chapter of Flying 
Farmers could be meeting 
in northern Wisconsin, lunch 
at a restaurant and a tour of 
something like a newspaper 
printing plant. That happened 
four or five times a year 
during the heyday of the 
organization. I’ve done a lot 
with the group since 2004.”

“Before Covid-19 we would 
get together for a national 
convention in the summer, 
and a workshop in the winter. 
We just had our first meeting 
since the pandemic. It was in 
Huntsville, Alabama. We have 
a lot of members in Canada, 
but due to border restrictions 
we only had one Canadian 
family attend.” 

Thompson continued, “I’m 
the third generation in our 
family to farm. My wife and 
I have three sons, the oldest 
two are interested in aviation. 

Our third son, Scott, decided 
to take over our farm with us. 
Our farm’s website is his doing 
being from the generation 
that is tech savvy. I grew up 
on an apple orchard. Some of 
the land where the University 
of Wisconsin-Parkside is near 
Kenosha was my grandfather’s 
apple orchard. He and a 
roommate started it after they 
graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison around 
1909. My dad took over the 
orchard. I was 14 when the 
state took the property for 
UW-Parkside. We moved 
about 15 miles away, west 
of the interstate. We started 
growing strawberries.”

“After high school I traveled a 
bit and then started farming 
with my dad. At one point 
we had 150 acres of pick 
your own strawberries. Now 
we have about 20 acres of 
strawberries. My son has 
started growing raspberries 
and pumpkins. He has gotten 
into entertainment farming. 
He set up play areas and 
picnic areas. There are paths 
through sunflowers. Last year 
they had a new corn maze.”

T h o m p s o n  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
Wisconsin Chapter of the 
International Flying Farmers 
is holding a convention in 
Mauston May 3 and 4. Marcia 
& I have been members for 

18 years and have flown our 
Cessna 182 with the Flying 
Farmers as far south as Costa 
Rica, and as far north as 
Churchill, Manitoba.

For information on the IFF 
Wisconsin State Convention 
contact Jeff Thompson at: 
tsfjm@yahoo.com

Find out more about the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F l y i n g 
Farmers at: https://www.
internationalflyingfarmers.
org/

F i n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n 
Thompson  S t r awbe r r y 
Farm at :  https : / /www.
thompsonstrawberryfarm.
com/
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Special Feature

DeWitt County Illinois Museum Tour
By Carol vanRossum

Illinois Flying Farmer

The Illinois Flying Farmers 
hosted a lunch and tour of a 
six week exhibit at the C.H. 
Moore Homestead Museum 
in Clinton, Illinois on Prairie 
Flyers: A Century of Aviation 
in DeWitt County on June 15, 
2022.

Nineteen people attended 
from various parts of Illinois, 
Iowa, Nebraska, Wisconsin.  
Three planes flew into the 
Thorp strip.  There were two 
International IFF officers and 
their spouses in attendance:  
Jim and Michele Meyer and 
Dale and Rhonda Bohrer.  
Members gathered at the 
Clinton Monical’s for a pizza 
buffet compliments of the 
Illinois Flying Farmers and 
visiting before going to see 
the exhibit.

The temporary exhibit featured 
stories and artifacts of only 
DeWitt County aviators.  Past 
IFF President, Ernest Thorp’s 
WWII experiences along with 
other WWII aviators were 
featured. Also there were 
displays on the Illinois Flying 
Farmers, women aviators, 
commercial pilots, Vietnam 
veterans ,  av ia t ion  and 

agriculture ties, an air freight 
pilot and NASA engineer.  
Among the items of the Illinois 
Flying Farmers were a name 
tag of Ernest Thorp from 1947, 
Mary Ellen Thorp’s Queen’s 
trophy, and the tag of Zelda 
Lewis form 2018-2019 when 
she was the International 
President.

Nelson Thorp who is also 
a DeWitt County pilot and 
Vietnam veteran served as 
our docent.

It was a very warm central 
Illinois day but that didn’t 
keep us from giving everyone 
a Flying Farmer hug!

Enjoy the photos.  A picture 
IS worth a thousand words.

Planes that landed at Nelson Thorp’s

Who wears Airplane socks?

L to R:  Michele Meyer, Marcia Thomp-
son, Zelda Lewis

L to R:  Illinois Chapter President Zelda 
Lewis, Wally Lewis & Emily Lewis

John Warner representing the DeWitt 
County Museum & Zelda Lewis
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Special Feature

Carol vanRossum talks about 
the weathervane

L to R:  Dale Bohrer, Norman Clapper, Linda & Nelson Thorp, 
Jeff & Marcia Thompson

L to R:  Rhonda Bohrer, Michele & Jim Meyer, Joanne Wiegel
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Special Feature

L to R:  Nelson Thorp, Jeff Thompson, 
Norman Clapper, Jim Meyer

Zelda Lewis stands by the 
Thorp family showcase
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Special Feature

L to R:  Jeff Thompson, Nelson Thorp, Carol vanRossum, Pat Amdor, Norman Clapper, Michele & Jim Meyer, 
Zelda Lewis, Doug Lewis, Rhonda & Dale Bohrer, Marcia Thompson
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Happy 90th Birthday Jamie Sossaman
July 17, 2022
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Agriculture Farming Ranching Quiz

•	 1. 
What is the hair-like material on an 
ear of corn called?
o A. Fur
o B. Wheat
o C. Hair
o D. Silk

 
•	 2. 

Which animal provides the majority 
of the world’s milk supply?
o A. Goat
o B. Pig
o C. Sheep
o D. Cow

 
•	 3. 

In what year were potatoes first 
grown in the United States?
o A. 1714
o B. 1920
o C. 1900
o D. 1815

 
•	 4. 

What is most hay used for?
o A. Animal Feed
o B. Hay Rides
o C. Making Bread
o D. Cereal

 
•	 5. 

How many stomachs does a cow 
have?
o A. One
o B. Two
o C. Four
o D. Three

 

•	 6. 
In what season are soybeans 
harvested?
o A. Spring
o B. Fall
o C. All Year Round
o D. Summer

 
•	 7. 

How many servings of dairy 
products should children have 
every day?
o A. Two
o B. One
o C. Three
o D. Four

 
•	 8. 

How many stomachs does a pig 
have?
o A. One
o B. Three
o C. Four
o D. Two

 
•	 9. 

In which country is the blue 
cheese called Roquefort 
produced?
o A. New Zealand
o B. United States
o C. Belgium
o D. France

 
•	 10. 

How much water must a cow 
drink to produce a gallon of milk?
o A. 3 Gallons
o B. 2 Gallons
o C. 1 Gallon
o D. 1 Cup

Answers on page 19
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Cheeseburger Casserole

  ½ pound bacon, diced   1 Tbs Worcestershire sauce
  1 pound ground beef   1 tsp seasoned salt
  ½ onion, diced    4 large eggs
  1 clove garlic, minced   ¼ cup heavy cream
  4 Tbs cream cheese   1 tsp hot sauce, or to taste
  2 Tbs ketchup    1 tsp ground pepper
  1 Tbs yallow mustard   8 ounces cheddar cheese, shredded
       1 tsp fresh dill

Preheat oven to 350o F.  Grease an 8x8-inch baking pan.  Place bacon in a skillet over medium heat.  
Cook, stirring often, until crisp, about 5-7 minutes.  Transfer bacon to paper-towel-lined plate to drain.  
Drain the grease from the skillet.

Add ground beef, onion and garlic to the skillet and cook, crumbling as it cooks, until browned, about 
6-8 minutes.  Drain the fat from the pan.

Add the cream cheese, ketchup, mustard, Worcestershire sauce, and seasoned salt to the skillet and 
cook over very low heat, stirring constantly until combined.

Spread the beef mixture into the prepared baking dish.  Top the beef mixture with the cooked bacon.

Crack the eggs into a medium bowl.  Whisk the eggs with the heavy cream, hot sauce and pepper.  
Pour the egg mixture over the beef and bacon.  Top with cheddar cheese.

Bake the casserole until set and golden on top, about 30-35 minutes.  Let cool for 15 minutes.  Sprinkle 
with dill and serve.

Lime Bundt cake

 1 pkg Sugar Free Vanilla or Yellow Cake Mix  ¼ cup Lemon/Lime Soda (7-up, Sprite)
 1 cup sour cream     4 eggs
 1/2 cup vegetable oil     ¼ cup Sugar Free Lime Jello Mix

  Spay a Bundt cake pan and set aside.
  In large mixing bowl, combine all ingredients then spread batter into pan.
  Bake at 350o F for 35-40 minutes.
  When cool, top with whipped cream and serve.
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‘Round the Regions

By  Jeff Thompson
Wisconsin Flying Farmer

We are in the middle of our 
strawberry season, and on 
what should have been our 
busiest Saturday, it’s been 
overcast and drizzle most 
of the day, not what the 
weatherman was calling for. 
We sure need the rain, but 
a drizzle does not add up 
to very much, and people 
tend to stay away when the 
weather looks wet. It’s been 
a challenging season so far 
with the hot weather we have 
had, 3 days in the 90’s and 1 
day that reached 100. For the 
most part strawberries and 
pickers don’t enjoy it when it 
gets that hot. 

I can’t say much about Region 
5, I was unable to make it up 
to Manitoba’s Convention, and 
so far MinnKota has not had a 
convention yet. 

Marcia & I were able to fly 
down to Clinton, IL last week 
for a wonderful time hosted 
by Zelda. We had a great 
lunch at a pizza restaurant, 
(my favorite) then a tour of 
the Prairie Flyers Museum, 

which showcased a century 
of Aviation in Dewitt County. 
There was a real nice exhibit 
about Ernie Thorp’s flying 
B-17’s during WWII. We also 
toured C.H. Moore beautiful 
homestead next  to the 
museum. Clifton Moore was 
not only a successful attorney 
in 19 century DeWitt County. 
He was also a friend and 
confidant of Abraham Lincoln. 

Hope everyone is staying safe 
& healthy. Looking forward to 
seeing everyone soon.  

Answers to Quiz page 17
1- D - Silk

2- D - Cow

3- A - 1714

4- A - Animal Feed

5- C -four

6- B - fall

7- C - three

8-A- one

9-D - France

10-B - 2 gallons

The sky is akin to a 
desert
Ever wondered why your 
throat and nose dries out while 
flying? Perhaps your skin has 
lost some of its luster. Airplane 
cabins are pressurized. The 
humidity level in an airplane 
cabin is normally set to 20%, 
while skin is accustomed to 
a minimum of 40% humidity. 
Not only that, but the humidity 
levels in an airplane are drier 
than the Sahara Desert, which 
has about 25% humidity. So, 
our first airplane fact is that, 
technically, you are flying in a 
desert climate.

Airplanes can be fixed 
with tape
Back in 2015, a popular 
reddi tor  posted a v i ra l 
photo of an airline technician 
seemingly fixing an aircraft 
with duct tape. In actuality, 
this duct tape is what is 
known as speed tape, which 
has the hefty price tag of 
about $700 per roll. Speed 
tape is an aluminum adhesive 
used to temporarily repair 
superficial damage until a 
permanent replacement is 
available. Another fun fact is 
that in Finland, it’s common 
to refer to duct tape as Jesus 
tape because “it saves a 
person.” Does that just mean 
speed tape’s name is because 
it’s a quick fix for a non-critical 
problem?

DID YOU KNOW?
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MemorialDoris Holt
1937-2022

Doris Pearl Holt (nee Munro) of 
Innisfail, Alberta passed away at 
Red Deer, Alberta on Tuesday, 
April 12, 2022, at the age of 85 
years.

Doris was born in Innisfail on 
April 5, 1937, where she was 
the youngest of three children. 
She was raised on a farm in the 
Big Bend community area and 
moved to Innisfail later on.

In 1959 she met Carl Holt; 
they were wed on October 21, 
1961. In 1966, they built their 
first home at the farm and 
in 1967 welcomed their son, 
Stephen and their daughter, Lori 
followed in 1971. 

In 2020, Doris moved to town 
and spent many enjoyable 
hours with her friends on their 
numerous adventures.

D o r i s  w i l l  b e  l o v i n g l y 
remembered by her children, 
Stephen (Dyane) Holt and Lori 
(Bill) Holt-Bunney, her five 
grandchildren, her sister Leona 
Peterson and many nieces and 
nephews.

Doris rejoins her husband 
Carl, her sister, Edna and her 
parents, Clarence and Mary, as 
she is welcomed to the gates of 
heaven. She will be sorrowfully 
missed. 

Debby Dammel
1947-2022

Deborah Lynn Dammel, age 
74, of Odessa, passed away, on 
Thursday, June 16, 2022.Debby 
was born on July 9, 1947 to Eaton 
“Bud” and Norma Kneeskern in 
Dacorah, Iowa.

After graduating from Eastern 
Washington University, she moved 
to Odessa for her first teaching job 
in 1971. Here she met the love of 
her life, Stan Dammel They were 
married on September 22, 1972 and 
she became an instant mom to Todd 
and Denise.

They spent 50 years together building 
an incredible life and family. In 1975 
they started their first business 
adventure together – Deb’s Fabrics 
and Superior  Refr igerat ion & 
Appliance. Because that didn’t seem 
like enough to juggle, in 1978 they 
flew themselves to Texas and brought 
home their newest family members…
Troy, Elaine & Melinda…which grew 
the Dammel clan to a family of 7 
overnight

Her greatest concern was always for 
others and helping with any needs 
people had. When Stan arrived home 
the day she passed away, she wanted 
to know how his day was and how his 
flight that afternoon had gone. Debby 
loved flying…and it wasn’t enough 
for her to sit in the seat next to her 
husband as he piloted the plane! She 
had such a love for it she worked to 
earn her private pilot license and 
she received her Rating on August 
12, 2001.

Debby is survived by her husband, Stan 
Dammel, of Odessa, sons Todd and 
Troy and daughters Denise, Melinda, 
and Elaine, numerous grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. We are 
grateful she is at peace with the Lord.

Former IFF Members 

Elsie Fry - California/WA 
5/20/22

Roger Tollefsrud - Minnesota
7/5/22

Lyle Gabel
1930-2022

Lyle Lee Gabel, age 91, a resident 
of Condon, OR, passed away on 
April 18, 2022. 
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Robert Raines
1929-2022

Bob Raines passed away June 15, 
2022, in Limon Colorado, following 
several months of illness. He 
leaves his son Rob Raines and wife 
Luinda, 2 grandchildren, and life 
companion Ellen Jane Anderson. He 
was preceded in death by his wife 
Donna and daughter Christie. 

His family worked with John Deere 
in Kansas and Colorado, and a grain 
elevator business while in Kansas.
 
After serving in the Navy for 3 
years he came home to farm 
his own land. He was a member 
of the Town Council, Land Use 
Board, Soil Conservation Board, a 
board member of Limon Heritage 
Museum, Lion’s Club, and active in 
the United Methodist Church. He is 
a 32nd Degree Mason, past president 
of the Agricultural Stabilization 
Conservation Service. He held 
several offices in Colorado Flying 
Farmers. 

His love of flying started at the age 
of 18 and during his life he owned 
four airplanes: a Taylorcraft, a Piper 
Super Cruiser, a Cessna 172, and a 
Cessna 182 Skylane. 

When he returned from the Navy, 
he went back to College at Colorado 
State University graduated with 
a bachelor ’s degree in Animal 
Production and minoring in Soils. 
He did a combination of cattle and 
farming  for over 55 years.
 
“Hanger talk” on Tuesday Night was 
on his weekly schedule with local 
pilots in both Colorado and Arizona.  
He was gentle and a gentleman. 

Memorial Remember Me

Remember me when I am 
gone away,
Gone far away into the silent 
land;
When you can no more hold 
me by the hand, 
Nor I half turn to go, yet 
turning stay. 

Remember me when no 
more day by day 
You tell me of our future 
that you planned: 
Only remember me; you 
understand 
It will be late to counsel 
then or pray.

Yet if you should forget me 
for a while 
And afterwards remember, 
do not grieve: 

For if the darkness and cor-
ruption leave
A vestige of the thoughts 
that once I had, 
Better by far you should 
forget and smile 
Than that you should re-
member and be sad.

From: Goblin Market, The 
Prince’s Progress and Other 
Poems by Christina Rosetti, 
1862.

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of 
your peace.
Where this is hatred, let me sow 
love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light
And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much 
seek to be consoled as to con-
sole;
to be understood as to under-
stand; 
to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born 
to eternal life.



New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents:  Make note 
of the following deadlines for up-
coming issues of the International 
Flying Farmer magazine.
 Issue   Deadline
 January/February Jan. 1
 March/April  Mar. 1
 May/June  May 1
 July/August  July 1
 September/October Sept. 1
 November/December Nov. 1

Please remember 
to notify the IFF 
Office when you 
change addresses 
for the winter and 
again when you 
return home

IFF does not ac-
cept credit cards

When submitting 
an article for the 
magazine, please 
remember that if 
that article has 
been published 
in another publi-
cation (including 
chapter newslet-
ters) WRITTEN 
P E R M I S S I O N 
FROM THE AU-
THOR OF THE AR-
TICLE AND THE 
PUBLICATION is 
necessary in or-
der for the article 
to be reprinted in 
our magazine



NOTICES

IFF Memorial Scholarship 
Fund Donations

All contributions are fully 
deductible for IRS tax purposes 
s i n c e  t h e  I F F M e m o r i a l      
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution.  They 
should be sent to:
   IFF Past Presidents
   c/o Zelda Lewis
   21527 Larch Drive
   Plainfield, IL  60544-6345

 IFF Liability Disclaimer 
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers. 

NAME ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

                  _____________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________

EMAIL _______________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________

AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
  Year  Make  Model  N-number

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________

Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year

Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse 
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to 
International Flying Farmers

 Mail to:
 INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
 P.O. BOX 309
 Mansfield, IL  61854

Please inform the 
IFF office when a 
member or former 
member of your 
chapter passes away



HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of 
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and 
use of airplanes in agriculture.  The organization, 
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial 
chapters throughout North America.  While 
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who 
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of 
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners 
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers.  Direct 
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and 
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is:  To create and 
maintain a compact representative and centralized 
organization with a spirit of cooperation and 
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore 
and emphasize the importance of flying and the 
use of the airplane in agricultural production, 
including the breeding, raising and feeding of 
livestock; and to engage in research and extension 
service, including publishing magazines or other 
periodicals to disseminate among its members 
information pertaining to the purposes of the 
organization.


