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Official Reports

President’s Report
By Harry Bartel

Kansas Flying Farmer

Greetings to everyone.  Plans 
are shaping up fast for our 
convention in Alabama.  

One surprising issue I have 
seen develop in aviation in 
the past year especially, is 
the interference of the newly 
developed 5G equipment for 
our smartphones.  While not 
nearly everyone will be using 
this technology, those who do 
need it regularly, are the ones 
who, of necessity, need their 
high-speed communications 
as an edge on their business 
decisions.  When I first began 
driving trucks across this 
country, we were required to 
make phone calls at least once 
each day to allow the shipper, 
receiver, or dispatcher to know 
our location. By the progress 
we had made on previous 
days, they had a pretty good 
idea if we were on schedule.  
Pi lots were in a similar 
situation, and their progress 
was more important because 
of the importance of time.  
In aviation with the advent 

of radar altimeters to allow 
precision approaches into 
airports with limited visibility, 
I don’t believe they ever 
envisioned the frequencies 
that were used by the radar 
altimeters used the same 
frequencies to determine 
the height above terrain as 
today’s smartphones.  To 
me it’s interesting to watch 
the FAA taking a late look at 
this technology to determine 
i f  possible instances of 
interference exist today.  
Although this is not an issue 
for me as a private pilot, the 
pilots for the airlines running 
precision approaches on an 
IFR day, it becomes a serious 
situation.

While visiting with Diana, 
it is my understanding that 
plans for the convention are 
progressing very well.  While 
I would like to see a great 
turnout for this convention, 
only time will tell, who will 
be able to attend.  Several 
members have already given 
notice that they will not be 
able to attend. I just hope 
that the ones able to attend 
will be able to enjoy this get-

together.  She has tours lined 
up, and a good time should be 
had by all who attend.

A lady landed a good job with 
an accounting firm, and after 
a while she got a generous 
raise.  The day she found out 
about it, her husband picked 
her up from work and they 
stopped for ice cream.  As 
they continued home, she 
blurted out, “Isn’t it hard to 
believe that I have a job that 
pays this much money?”  Just 
then, she went to toss the 
last of her ice cream cone 
out the window.  However, 
the window was closed, and 
it smacked against the glass.

Her husband replied calmly, 
“Yes.”
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Thank You
I would like to thank my Flying Farmer friends for sending birthday 
cards on my 102nd birthday!!!  It made my day extra special!   Thanks 
again!!

Earle Geide
Hartford, SD

Earle Geide on October 7th combining 
with his son, Orrin.   It was a beautiful 
fall day in Hartford, SD.  Earle turned 
102 on November 12th.

On December 17th, Earle Geide flew with his 
daughter, Joy Hohn, in a King Air C90 from Sioux 
Falls, SD to Pierre, SD.   The turboprop King Air 
is rated at 550 shaft horsepower.   The flight was 
161 nm and took 53 minutes to get to Pierre and 
48 minutes on the return trip back to Sioux Falls.  
Joy, a charter pilot based out of Sioux Falls, grew 
up in the Flying Farmer organization with her 
parents taking her along to many of the Flying 
Farmer meetings/conventions across the country. 
She has been flying commercially for over 30 
years and has over 12,000 hours.

While in Pierre, Earle Geide 
visited the Christmas at the 
Capital display.
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Special Feature

Ed and Gert VanderKolk’s 70th Anniversary

Ed and Gert Vander Kolk, of Coopersville, Michigan celebrated 
their 70th wedding anniversary on Tuesday, November 30.  The 
family celebrated with an open house on December 4, 2021.

Ed and Gert were blessed with these wonderful children:  Kathy 
VanderKolk, Mary & Ted Handrich, Barbara (deceased), Dale & 
Jane Smoes, Kay & Don Lillie, Charlie & Bonnie VanderKolk, and 
Amy & Eric Steenstra. The VanderKolk’s have 20 grandchildren 
and 22 great-grandchildren with more arriving soon!

Standing left to right:  Gert VanderKolk, Amy Steenstra, Charlie VanderKolk, Kay Lillie, Kathy VanderKolk, Mary 
Handrich.  Seated:  Ed VanderKolk 

Ed & Gert in 1951
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Special Feature

Doug Knox’s 90th Birthday

December 20, 2021, long time SFF and IFF member Doug 
Knox celebrated his 90th birthday with friends and family.  The 
celebration took place at Doug’s winter residence in Mesa, 
Arizona.  

Doug was SFF President 1967 and held several other positions 
throughout the years, including Canadian Executive Secretary 
for IFF for 3 years.  He also served 10 years as a member of 
the Associate Committee for Forestry and Agriculture Aviation, 
which is an arm of the National Research Council of Canada.    

As well as farming, Doug owned and operated Assiniboia Flying Service Ltd. and provided 
aerial crop spraying for loyal customers throughout southern Canadian Prairies.  Doug was 
the first President of the Saskatchewan Aerial Applicators Association.  

Doug held a Commercial License endorsed 
with Class 1 Instrument Rating.  He retired 
from commercial flying in 1988.  During 
his flying career, his combined private 
and commercial was 10,000 hours of 
flying.  During the summer, Doug resides 
on his farm at Mazenod, Saskatchewan 
Canada and although he no longer has 
an airplane, he maintains his airstrip and 
welcomes all visitors.   He has wintered at 
his home in Mesa for 42 years and played 
competitive tennis, golf and 8 ball.  Come 
visit him at 603 Najavo in Venture Out!  
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Special Feature

Congratulations to Don Martin and Marlene 
McCracken on their recent marriage that 
was held in Listowel on December 4th, 
2021.  Some of us were fortunate to be 
invited as guests for this evening event, 
which we thoroughly enjoyed with a definite 
“Scottish” theme.

According to their history - Marlene learned 
to play the Pipes as well as the drums, 
based out of Listowel, where she was a 
Pipe Major for many years. Don has always 
been involved with the Brussels Pipe Band 
in which he was also a Pipe Major for many 
years. 

So, they have known of each other for the past 50 years being involved in this type of activity, 
knowing their respective families, and playing in various Pipe Bands in the surrounding 
communities.

Marlene has just retired from “Grand River Transit” in Kitchener, driving and eventually 
training others on operating these buses in & around the city. Since this summer - Don was 
introduced to Motorcycles & E-Bicycles - received his license -and now enjoys riding with 
Marlene & her contacts, who have been on Motorcycle trips in the past. Vice-versa Marlene 
has been introduced to the Aviation community, so a learning curve for both of them, on this 
new journey they have started. Marriage 
was a natural progression going forward as 
a couple.

In the pictures shown, the Best Man, 
who was a pupil of Don’s, is now the 
Pipe Major of the Brussels Pipe Band, 
along with the two younger gentlemen that 
were attendants.  The Maid-of-Honour is 
Marlene’s daughter. The young ring-bearer 
is Dylan, Marlene’s grandson, who stole the 
show holding the “Ring Security” case!!

Marriage of Don Martin and Marlene McCracken
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Ontario Christmas Gathering

Special Feature

By  Mary Hawthorne
Ontario Flying Farmer

Monday, December 6th was 
the OFF Christmas gathering. 
We had 26 OFF members that 
attended at the “Landing Gear 
Diner” in the Hanover Airport 
Terminal.

The weatherman gave us 
a break, as there was a 
storm front that threatened 
this event - but kept away 
long enough for us to hold this 
gathering and for everyone 
to get back to their home 
base without incidence.  It 
was great to see everyone 
in person, to have a visit, 
enjoy a great meal that was 
catered to by Crystal, and have 
some ”fun” with the Christmas 
“Gift Exchange.” 

A big “thank you” goes 
t o  eve r yone  i nvo l ved , 
who came to make this 
event a memorable one! 

.  

Gwen Wilson, Don & Marlene Matheson, Maxine Ribey, 
Marlene & Don Martin

Maria Hodgins, Sharon Spurgeon, Bob Rogerson, and Burt Hodgins 
with Gwen, Maxine and the Mathesons in the background.

Santa Jim Farrell with 
Marilyn Bruinsma

Sharron Colter, Kim Murphy, Marilyn Bruinsma and Don Colter
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Vermont Flying Farmers Christmas Gathering

Special Feature

Ken & Deb Hayes McGraw

Jan Burleson & daughter Lee Nancy & Ken Williams

Gretchen Steen  & Tom Ellis

By Davene Brown
Vermont Flying Farmer

Fifteen folks gathered at 
Davene & Jerry’s home on 
December 12.  It was the 
first time we’ve met since 
covid so there was a lot of 
catching up. In addition 
to the folks pictured here, 
we had the pleasure of the 
company of Ken & Deb Hayes 
McGraw, daughter of past VT 
FF members Dick & Nadine 
Hayes.  Also, Jan Burleson 
brought her daughter Lee.  
We exchanged grab bag gifts 
containing only consumable 
products and then sat down 
to a catered & delicious meal 
from the Wheel Inn.

Vermont Flying Farmers - Seated L to R:  Jan Burleson, Paula Meerwarth, Davene 
Brown, Joan McAndrews.  Standing L to R:  Ken & Nancy Williams, Tom Ellis, 
Gretchen Steen, Chris & Dawn Denio, Jerry Brown, Jack Meerwarth.
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Special Feature

By Davene Brown
Vermont Flying Farmer

Mid-Atlantic Flying Farmers Christmas Gathering

Dave Tranberg, Bob Noll, Joel Wharton, Evan & Char Lapp, Joe Mast, Tina Wharton, Keith & Kathy Vogt, Ruth Carmean, 
Cindy Applegate, Davene Brown, Bob Carmean, Judy Conard, Janice Tranberg, Lee Tussel, Jerry Brown & George Conard 
seated in front. Photo taken by Steve Applegate.

Nineteen folks gathered at the Flemington, NJ Woman’s Club.  Judy Conard and Charlotte 
Lapp coordinated, decorated and served a delicious meal.  Folks arrived from Pennsylvania, 
Delaware & Vermont on a beautiful day and brought a dish to go with baked ham.  Keith 
Vogt spoke on the upcoming IFF Convention and said it was time for him to retire as our 
regional director.  Steve Applegate was unanimously elected as our new regional director.
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Special Feature

My History With Miss Montana

By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

Art and I attended the 
IFF Convention in Helena, 
Montana in 2015. One of the 
fun things at that convention 

was a boat trip on the Missouri 
River. It was a memorable 
trip because of the scenery, 
but one place the narrator on 
the boat showed us was the 
spot where smokejumpers 
had jumped out of a C-47 
and 13 men lost their lives. It 
is called the Mann Gulch Fire 
of 1949 and the forest service 
changed the way they fight 
fire from things they learned 
through this tragedy.

We flew to Missoula, Montana 
in June, 2018 to attend the 
AOPA Fly-in. There was a C-47 
parked just outside a hanger 
and the nose of the plane was 
covered. That night there was 
a ceremony and the cover was 

removed to show the nose 
art and tell the story of this 
plane. It had been invited 
to fly to Normandy, France 
along with many other C-47 
to honor the brave who fought 
in the invasion at Normandy 
75 years ago.  That flight was 
less than a year away and the 
two radial engines needed 
overhauled. It had not flown 
in years and of course, “out 
of annual”. Finding mechanics 
and parts for these planes is 
getting difficult and of course, 
they were asking for money 
to fund the needed repairs. 
This plane never flew in World 
War II as the war ended 
before it went into service. 
This was the plane that had 
delivered the smokejumpers 
to the Mann Gulch Fire in 
1949.  Johnson Flying Service, 

Missoula, used this C-47 for 30 
years in firefighting.

June 29, 2019, Art and I 
attended the Radials N’ Rivers 

Air Show at the Lewiston, 
Idaho Airport (LWS).  There 
sat Miss Montana. She had 
flown in from Missoula and 
better yet, she had just 
returned from Normandy, 
France. We had the joy of 
hearing her start her two 
radials and flying all around 
the area making low passes 
over the runway.

As a side note: the C-47 was 
the military version of a DC-3 
used for many years as an 
airliner.

Boat at 2015 Helena Convention

C-47 in flight at Lewiston Air Show

Nose art of plane at AOPA 
Convention in Missoula
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Some of the artists of the ’60s & ’70s are revising their hits with new lyrics 
to accommodate aging baby boomers. They include:

Bobby Darin - Splish, Splash, I Was Havin’ A Flash

Herman’s Hermits - Mrs. Brown, You’ve Got a Lovely Walker

Ringo Starr - I Get By With A Little Help From Depends

The Bee Gees - How Can You Mend A Broken Hip

Roberta Flack - The First Time Ever I Forgot Your Face

Johnny Nash - I Can’t See Clearly Now

Paul Simon - Fifty Ways To Lose Your Liver

The Commodores - Once, Twice, Three Times To The Bathroom

Procol Harem - A Whiter Shade Of Hair

Leo Sayer -  You Make Me Feel Like Napping

The Temptations -  Papa’s Got A Kidney Stone

Abba - Denture Queen

Tony Orlando - Knock 3 Times On The Ceiling If You Hear Me Fall

Helen Reddy - I Am Woman, Hear Me Snore

Leslie Gore - It’s My Procedure, and I’ll Cry If I Want To

And Last but NOT least...

Willie Nelson - On the Commode Again
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Diana and Monte Billheimer Update

As I sit here on December 29th at 10:30 pm, I’m trying to figure out what to write, it feels 
like this has been a very long, trying year.  Not just with all the health issues and accidents, it 
just feels like it’s been exceptionally long and full of unknowns at every corner.  I am praying 
the new year will bring more happiness and love to each and every one.

There has been so much going on and yet so little to write about it seems.  We did receive 
the Landowner of the Year award, which I am so proud of my family to be honored this way. 

Since we were unable to go to Iowa over Thanksgiving, my whole family went up to Estes 
Park for 3 days and had so much fun.  We rented cabins and woke up one early morning to 
elk knocking at our window.  Coming eye to eye with an elk is a very scary feeling.  As the 
elk came around the corner of the cabin, I opened up the door to get a picture and here is 
Monte asking me what I thought I was doing.  Well, I wanted a close-up picture to show the 
kids in the morning how close they were.  I know how dangerous these animals were and I 
wasn’t going to walk up to them, just wanted a good picture that wasn’t through the door 
window.  I definitely got some and then was told by my family that next time I am supposed 
to call them and wake them up so they can see.

We went to Nikki’s Restaurant for Thanksgiving Dinner which was phenomenal.  Even all the 
little boys went back for seconds and then everyone still had room for pumpkin or pecan pie.  
When we got close to our cabins, there were 2 huge elk grazing on the grass in our backyard, 
so we enjoyed watching them and they came right to our porch.  What a thrill for all of us.  
It was kind of hard on Monte as he has gone elk hunting a lot of years, “a lot of years”, and 
he hasn’t shot one yet and here we are close enough to touch one if you dared.  

The next evening after a day of walking in the shops, and experiencing an Escape Room for 
the first time, we enjoyed the Christmas Parade through downtown Estes. It was so pretty 
with everyone playing Christmas Carols and snow flurries that it really put us in the Christmas 
mood. Christmas is my favorite time of year.  

The next day we all left, and Shelby’s family and Monte and I got permits and hiked up in 
the mountains and cut down our Christmas Trees.  This was the first time Ethan and Quinn 
had gotten to do this, and those boys were in seventh heaven.  They actually agreed on a 
tree for them before Monte and I found our tree.  Ours was full of pinecones on the tips of 
the branches and is still fresh as I write this.  Ethan got to cut our tree down, so he thought 
that was pretty cool also. 

The first weekend of December we traveled to Norfolk, Nebraska for Monte’s mom’s family 
Christmas.  All seven of the kids were together again and we always have a fun time.  For 
those of you who don’t know, Monte’s mom, Kathy, is battling stage 4 lung cancer for the 
second time and now colon cancer so she is doing as well as she can.  She keeps her spirits 
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up, but we all know how hard this is for her.  She knew we were coming but she didn’t know 
Monte’s brother, Darin and his wife were coming from Mississippi.  She was so happy to have 
all her kids together again. 

We were thrilled to get to watch all 3 grandsons in their school Christmas concert this year.  
Even Ethan, who is in 5th grade, had fun being one of Santa’s reindeer. Quinn and Milo sang 
in the choir, so we all enjoyed the evening of the kids performing. 

December 17 found us on the road again to Iowa this time to be with my brothers and my 
mom for Christmas.  We took mom out of the assisted living and spent 2 days with her just 
visiting and going through a lot of old pictures and listening to her stories.  All of my family 
was there as well as my brothers’ kids.  Such a special time for my mom and just getting 
to be out of the assisted living for a while really made her spirits bright. She is still talking 
about it and wants us to come back soon.  We had our family Christmas here on Christmas 
Day. Always so much fun, eating, opening presents and playing games.  We all enjoy playing 
marbles so that was the game of choice this year. 

As I finish up this article, I am looking forward to being in Alabama in just over a month.  I 
hope to see a lot of you there. Till next time, God Bless!

Billheimers receive Landowner of the Year Award
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2022 IFF Convention

IFF CONVENTION
FEBRUARY 6-10, 2022

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA
We will be staying at the: 

HOLIDAY INN RESEARCH PARK
5903 UNIVERSITY DRIVE

THE ROOM RATE WILL BE $115.00
PLUS LODGING TAX: 15%

CITY TAX: 2%
This rate is good for 2 nights before and 2 nights after. When making your reservations identify 
yourself as a member of the IFF & if you want the extra nights before the convention 4th and 
5th, and the 2 nights after, 11th and 12th, you must ask for Marissa Kowalski to get these rates 
- (256)-830-0600 EXT 7169. She is the Hotel Representative who is in charge of the rooms.

The block of rooms that are saved for us with this price, will be good until JANUARY 15, 
2022. If you have to cancel you have up to 24 hours ahead of arrival. 

As I write this article about the 75th IFF Convention in Huntsville, Alabama, I realize it will 
be the last time I write about this convention.  It really feels like it has been a much harder 
task  than I thought it would, but I am hoping everyone attending will be pleasantly pleased.  
I really encourage all members to come if they can, as this meeting is going to lead us to the 
direction we need to go into the future.  Please let your directors, delegates, etc. know your 
feelings toward the IFF organization.  We want to hear from all of you, so I encourage each 
and every one of you, even if you aren’t able to come to Alabama, please call someone in 
your chapter so they know what your opinion is. 

I know most chapters and regions have not been able to meet, but you still need to let Pat 
know who your delegates are going to be for the business meeting.  Most chapters have 1 
delegate and then you might want to name an alternate if you can. I hope everyone has all 
their reservations made by now and are looking forward to this as much as I am.  I sent the 
full agenda to Pat and I know she has the registration form in the last magazine as well as this 
one.  If we need to make changes during the convention, we will announce them at that time.  

I have added a tour for Thursday afternoon after lunch.  We will be boarding the buses for a 
Tour of the Twickenham Historic District.  Avalon Tours will be our host and was founded by 
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Jacquelyn Procter Reeves.  Jacque Reeves named her business Avalon, the same name as 
her ancestor’s plantation, now known by quite a different name – the University of Alabama 
Huntsville. In and around the Twickenham Historic District, we will see the home of the 
man who ordered the first shot fired in the Civil War, the home named for a Jersey cow, the 
birthplace of actress Tallulah Bankhead, and quirky architectural features that most people 
never notice.  Huntsville has reinvented itsself over the last 200 years, and each era is an 
interesting as the next. The Twickenham Historic District is the location of many ante-bellum 
homes: some were visited by Andrew Jackson on his way to and from the Creek Indian Wars.  
Many housed Union officers during Huntsville’s occupation.  The stories behind the people 
and homes in the Twickenham Historic District mirror the interesting history of Alabama as 
well as our nation.  

In addition to our tour, we will visit Harrison Brothers Hardware Store, a unique stop where 
you can buy just about anything except hardware.  I really think everyone will enjoy this tour. 

Most everything you need to get registered is in the last couple of magazines, and all the 
information on the Holiday Inn Research Park where we will be staying during the week of 
February 6-10 is also in the magazine.  I am looking forward to seeing each and every one 
of you in Alabama!
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2022 IFF Convention Schedule

Sunday- February 6
2-4 pm – Registration 2-4 pm
6 pm Welcome Banquet
Photos of regions & chapters

Monday - February 7 
9-11 am – Committee Meetings
11 am - PQUAD Meet
12 noon – Lunch

 Past Presidents & spouses meet & take pictures 
 3 pm – Jewelry Making with Kay Riggan
 6 pm – Banquet honoring MOY & WOY
 Announcement of new MOY & WOY followed by photos

Tuesday - February 8
 10 am – 4 pm – US Space & Rocket Museum 
  6 pm – Banquet 

Wednesday - February 9 
 8 am – Business Meeting 

 Early Bird Door Prize  
     Presentation of Flags
 9:30 am – Milk/Coffee Break    
 12 noon – Lunch 
 2 pm – Reconvene business meeting 

  6 pm – Banquet 
        photos of couples and individuals as they go in

  7:30 pm – Entertainment by Rocketeers Quartet

Thursday - February 10
 9 am – Business Meeting if needed
 12 noon – Lunch - 12 pm
1-4 pm – Twickenhan Historical District Tour
6 pm – Banquet with awards
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‘Round the Regions

By  Jeff Thompson
Wisconsin Flying Farmer

By Dale Bohrer
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

Greetings From Wisconsin 

Can’t believe 2021 is about 
to go in the history book. 
We finally had our first snow 
yesterday, and most of it is 
about gone after a sunny day 
today. It was fun watching 
our 4-year-old twins playing 
in it, I don’t believe I ever 
ate as much snow as they did 
yesterday. 

Marcia & I got a portable crush 
ice maker for Christmas from 
our 3 sons. I love crush ice 
when I drink something, I’m 
pretty sure that’s the reason 
for the gift. But after making a 
cardboard mockup to see how 
much room it would take on 
Marcia’s countertop, it’s been 
decided that we should send 
it back. I hate doing that for 
such a nice gift. 

We were able to get all our 
fall projects accomplished, 
and I’m here to say it’s a lot 
more fun tiling and putting in 
irrigation main lines when it’s 
dry then when it’s wet. 

Before Christmas I was able to 
get away to the Florida Keys 

with a couple friends to kite 
board for 3 days.  The weather 
and the wind were perfect. 

I’ve been working in the office 
off and on for about a week, 
finishing up the yearend book 
work. Doing 1099’s and W-2’s 
is not that hard of work; the 
problem is I only do it once 
a year. Then they seem to 
change the forms ever year, 
so it just takes me longer to 
do it. I’m also the agent for 
our hanger complex at the 
airport, which requires more 
forms to mail out, so it’s not 
that unusual for me to be busy 
the end of December. 

We have our strawberry 
meeting in Nashvil le the 
middle of January. From there 
we are going to fly down to 
Florida to go on a cruise the 
last week in January. We are 
aware and prepared for all 
these plans to change if the 
Covid protocols change, but 
as of today nothing has been 
canceled. Which brings up 
the Huntsville convention in 
February, my fingers and legs 
are crossed, that the Covid 
will have peaked and start 
coming down to allow for the 
convention. 

We were able to get the annual 
done before Christmas so the 
C182 should be all ready for 
another year of flying. Now I 
just need to get my instrument 

proficiency flight done next 
week and I’ll be ready. 

As I write this the windy is 
blowing, snow is flying, and 
it is COLD.  I like winter and 
being able to ski but it’s too 
cold for that. 

Now that the holidays have 
passed, we can gear up for 
convention. I hope things 
aren’t bad enough to cancel 
again. Rhonda and I are 
planning to be there.

On December 11th the IA/MO 
Chapter held an in-person 
meeting and lunch at the 
Pizza Ranch in Marion, Iowa.  
There were 12 people in 
attendance. We talked about 
IFF Convention and hope a 
few more can attend.  We 
hope to see you there.

L to R:  Rhonda Bohrer, Shirley & Ross 
Wiley
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‘Round the Regions

By  Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

L to R:  Dale Bohrer, Leonard & Carol Chatfield, Sharon Jennings

Doug & Sandy Hammond

Lois Schurr & Diane Noll

The Washington Flying Farm-
ers met at the Bob and Chris 
Clinesmith home for our 
Christmas Dinner. As is our 
tradition, coffee and good-
ies are ready upon arrival. I 
am certain that the readers 
will understand when I say, 
“No entertainment is neces-
sary with this group as we 
all enjoy just being together.”

A donation basket was avail-
able to “gift” to the Vanessa 
Behan Crisis Nursery. This 
is a local non-profit in Spo-
kane where parents can have 
their children taken care 
of when they are in a crisis 
situation. The name of Van-
essa Behan is the name of a 
little girl whose parents did 
not have a nursery to help 
them in their time of need. 

The dinner was “potluck”. I 
have noticed that different 
regions call this way of pro-
viding dinner by different 
names. In Washington State 
it means bring a dish of food 
and put it with all the other 
dishes and we always have 
“luck” in having a lovely meal.

We are looking forward to 
Saturday, January 29 as we 
are going to have the Pilot 
Safety Seminar. Covid can-
celled it last year and we 
still have some restrictions, 
but the quality of the semi-
nar will remain. This semi-
nar is put on by the FAA and 
Big Bend Community College 
Aviation Program. It quali-
fies for the wings program 
and the flying farmer APT 
program. The Washington 
Flying Farmers provides cof-
fee and homemade cookies 
and we have won many a 
member to our flying farmer 
group through this contact. 
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Washington Flying Farmers Back row: Andy Slinkard, Pete Swannack, Art Sager, 
Gerianne & Barney Buckley.  Sitting: Chris Clinesmith, Nina Richardson, Sheila 
Slinkard, Jeremiah Shay, Audrey   Ledgerwood, Janelle Dorsing, Bob Clinesmith.  
Floor: Jerry Richardson, Terry Dorsing.

Duane Bymers, former SDFF, 
having fun with a 2-week-
old camel.  The owner is 
the maintenance man at 
Edgewood Assisted Living. 
He brings his animals to share 
once in a while. 

Duane and Avie Bymers are 
living at Edgewood Assisted 
Living, 2015 8th Street South, 
Brookings, SD  57006.   They 
would love to hear from you!

Pumpkin Spice Muffins

Makes 10 to 12 muffins

Ingredients:
2 cups whole-wheat flour or whole-wheat pastry flour
1/2 cup sugar
1 tablespoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
1 15-ounce can solid-pack pumpkin
1/2 cup raisins

Directions:
Preheat oven to 375 F. Mix flour, sugar, baking powder, baking 
soda, salt, cinnamon, and nutmeg in a large bowl. Add 
pumpkin, 1/2 cup of water, and raisins. Stir until just mixed. 
Spoon batter into lined muffin cups, filling to just below the 
tops.

Bake 25 to 30 minutes, until tops of muffins bounce back when 
pressed lightly. Remove from oven and let stand 5 minutes. 
Remove muffins from pan and cool on a rack. Store cooled 
muffins in an airtight container.

As the Washington Fly-
ing Farmers look forward to 
2022, we are not as many as 
we once were and we have 
fewer active pilots, BUT we 
still enjoy our camaraderie.
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MemorialJ. Homer Doell
1937-2021

Homer Doell, born June 28, 
1937 in Hamilton County, 
Nebraska, died November 10, 
2021 at home in Elfrida, Arizona 
at the age of 84.  A long-time 
successful farmer and good 
neighbor, Homer farmed in the 
Henderson, Nebraska area until 
1975, when he and his family 
relocated to Perkins County, 
Nebraska.  He continued to 
farm there until 1995, when he 
embarked on one more new 
project and began farming in 
Cochise County, Arizona.  Active 
in a number of organizations, 
Homer enjoyed the friendships 
he made through weekend 
breakfast get-togethers, the 
International Flying Farmers, 
the Mooney Aircraft Pilots 
Association, and the Ogallala 
Elks Lodge, and was an active 
supporter of causes to improve 
local communities and to help 
the next generation, including 
the Future Farmers of America 
and 4-H.

He was married to Elaine (Hofer) 
Doell for more than 52 years 
until her death in 2011.  After 
Elaine’s passing, Homer was 
fortunate to have spent his final 
years with his dear companion, 
Mary Appel.  Homer is survived 
by his sisters, Leona Yoder of 
Middlebury, Indiana and Jeannie 
Cox of Henderson, Nebraska, by 
his daughter Cynthia Doell of 
Falls Church, Virginia, by his son 
Brad Doell of Elsie, Nebraska, 3 
grandchildren and one great-
granddaughter.

Darrell Lemons
1934-2021

Richard Darrell Lemons passed 
away November 18, 2021, at 
Boulder Community Hospital. 
He was born May 18, 1934, in 
Hunter KS the son of Richard 
Delmar Lemons and Clara Alice 
Lemons. 

 In 1955 he and Phyllis Jean 
Lemons were married. Darrell 
joined the Marine Core Reserves 
in Boulder .Upon completion of 
his service the family returned 
to Boulder,  CO. where he 
first started as an automotive 
mechanic and then later was 
hired on at the Boulder Denver 
Bus Company / RTD as a bus 
driver and mechanic for 38 years 
Darrell was gifted with many 
artistic talents, demonstrated 
by his pencil drawing, calligraphy 
and singing.

As a couple Darrell and Phyllis 
enjoyed being members of the 
International National Flying 
Farmers for 40 years. While 
working his full time job in 
Colorado he continued to work 
the family farm in Kansas for 
many years, and because of the 
long commute to KS he followed 
in his parents foot step and 
acquired his private pilot license. 
With his love of farming, he 
decided to expand by purchasing 
land in eastern Colorado. He 
leaves behind his wife of 66 year 
Phyllis Jean Lemons, children 
Richard Lee Lemons, Terri Lynn 
Lemons and Darrin Eugene 
Lemons, two grandchildren and 
a sister Loretta L. Hempstead.

I’d like the memory of me to 
be a happy one.

I’d like to leave an afterglow 
of smiles when life is done.

I’d like to leave an echo whis-
pering softly down the ways,

Of happy times and laughing 
times and bright and sunny 
days.

I’d like the tears of those who 
grieve, to dry before the sun;

Of happy memories that I 
leave when life is done.
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Burgess Lange
1928-2021

Burgess Gardner Lange was 
born June 1, 1928, in Portland, 
Ore., to Derwin Lange and Lelah 
(Burgess) Lange. He passed 
away Nov. 30, 2021.

Burgess attended Washington 
S t a t e  C o l l e g e  s t u d y i n g 
Agriculture/ROTC and found the 
love of his life Maxine Farr of 
Albion, at an AGR after-dinner 
dance. He graduated in 1951 
and was commissioned into 
the Air Force as a lieutenant, 
stationed in Spokane and 
Guam.   Burgess and Maxine 
were married June 14, 1953.  
They had three sons: Frank, 
Marc, and David.  Focusing on 
cattle and crops they raised 
their boys.

In 1972 Burgess came back from 
a cattle sale in Lewiston and 
proclaimed he had purchased an 
airplane. When asked if he knew 
how to fly, he proclaimed, “Not 
yet!” Then followed 40 years 
of flying tours, seven winter 
tours through Mexico with The 
Flying Farmers, and a lifetime 
of friends and memories. He 
enjoyed his coffee hours with 
friends in Garfield,Palouse and 
Colfax.

Burgess is survived by Maxine, 
his wife of 68 years (300 S. Main 
St. #310,Colfax, Wa, 99111); 
son Frank Lange, of Garfield; 
son Marc Lange, of Spokane; 
son David Lange, of Pullman; 
10 grandchildren and 6 great-
grandchildren; brother Willard 
Lange, of Quincy, WA.

Memorial Robert Severance
1930-2021

Robert “Bob” Henry Severance 
was born on August 16, 1930, 
in Olympia, Washington to 
Henry Allan and Hazel Irene 
(Johnson) Severance.  He passed 
away on December 11, 2021, in 
McMinnville, Oregon, at  age 91.

He was married to Barbara 
Bernice Farny on May 19, 
1953.  Barbara’s brother Robert 
had brought Bob home to see 
the Rose Parade in 1951 while 
on leave from the Navy, their first 
date included a light plane flight.

Flying was a passion for Bob.  He 
logged his first flight on June 9, 
1947, in a Taylorcraft BC-50 and 
went on to get his Private Pilot and 
Instrument certifications.  Bob 
and Barbara joined the Oregon 
Flying Farmers and thru the 
International Flying Farmers 
attended several conventions all 
over the U.S and Canada.  He was 
a past president of the Oregon 
Flying Farmers as well as the 
Oregon Flying Farmers Man of 
the Year in 1986 and 2004.  

Bob was active in the community 
as well, serving as a member of 
the Independence City Council, 
May 1981 to December 1994, 
and as Director Polk County Fire 
District #1, 1985 to 1993. 

He is survived by his children 
D a r r e l l  S e v e r a n c e ,  K a r l 
Severance and Cheryl Strowger, 
9 grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren. He is preceded 
in death by his parents Henry 
and Hazel Severance, his brother 
Allan Severance, and his wife 
Barbara Severance.

Former Members

John May – Illinois – 11/27/21 

If I should go tomorrow

It would never be goodbye,

For I have left my heart with you,

So don’t you ever cry.

The love that’s deep within me,

Shall reach you from the stars,

You’ll feel it from the heavens,

And it will heal the scars.



24          The International Flying Farmer            January/February 2022 

Interesting Airplane Facts

• Passenger airplanes are notorious germ hotbeds. One study found that 60% of tray
tables tested harbored the “superbug” MRSA. Additionally, airline blankets are washed
just every 5–30 days.

• A woman tried to smuggle a baby tiger onto an airplane by sedating it and then placing
it in a suitcase with stuffed toy tigers. However, her plan was foiled when the X-ray in
the security check showed that one of the “stuffed toys” actually had bones.

• A woman flying in to Florida tried to smuggle a human head (along with hair, teeth, and
skin) from Haiti in order to keep away evil spirits. She was charged with a smuggling
a human head into the U.S. without documentation. She was also charged with failure
to declare the head and for transporting hazardous material.

]
• In 2002, a man tried to smuggle two pygmy monkeys in his underwear onto a plane.

He was sentenced to 57 days in jail.

• According to Maxim magazine, the vibrations of an airplane and the lower oxygen levels
can heighten sexual arousal and lead to more intense orgasms. Those who choose to
engage in sex on an airplane are said to have joined the “Mile-High Club.”

• A woman from Stockholm, Sweden, attempted to smuggle 75 live snakes onto an
airplane by placing them in her bra. She also had six lizards under her shorts.

• Charles Lindbergh is arguably the most famous pilot in history. Nicknamed “Slim,” “Lucky
Lindy,” and “The Lone Eagle,” he was an author, inventor, military officer, explorer, and
social activist. He was also a friend of Henry Ford, both of whom were anti-Semitic.

• Charles Lindbergh was the first to fly solo nonstop across the Atlantic Ocean from, New
York to Paris, on May 20–21, 1927. The trip covered 3,631 miles and took 33 hours 29
minutes.

• In 1947, Chuck Yeager became the first person to fly faster than the speed of sound.

• Between June 14 and 15, 1919, British airmen John Alcock and Arthur Brown made the
first nonstop flight across the Atlantic Ocean. They flew from Newfoundland, Canada,
to Ireland. Because there was also a small amount of mail on the flight, they also made
the first transatlantic airmail flight.
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New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents:  Make note 
of the following deadlines for up-
coming issues of the International 
Flying Farmer magazine.

Issue  Deadline
January/February Jan. 1
March/April Mar. 1
May/June May 1
July/August July 1
September/October Sept. 1
November/December Nov. 1

Please remember 
to notify the IFF 
Office when you 
change addresses 
for the winter and 
again when you 
return home

IFF does not ac-
cept credit cards

When submitting 
an article for the 
magazine, please 
remember that if 
that article has 
been published 
in another publi-
cation (including 
chapter newslet-
ters) WRITTEN 
P E R M I S S I O N 
FROM THE AU-
THOR OF THE AR-
TICLE AND THE 
PUBLICATION is 
necessary in or-
der for the article 
to be reprinted in 
our magazine



NOTICES

IFF Memorial Scholarship 
Fund Donations

All contributions are fully 
deductible for IRS tax purposes 
s i n c e  t h e  I F F M e m o r i a l      
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution.  They 
should be sent to:
   IFF Past Presidents
   c/o Zelda Lewis
   21527 Larch Drive
   Plainfield, IL  60544-6345

 IFF Liability Disclaimer 
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers. 

NAME ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

                  _____________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________

EMAIL _______________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________

AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
  Year  Make  Model  N-number

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________

Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year

Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse 
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to 
International Flying Farmers

 Mail to:
 INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
 P.O. BOX 309
 Mansfield, IL  61854

Please inform the 
IFF office when a 
member or former 
member of your 
chapter passes 
away



HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of 
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and 
use of airplanes in agriculture.  The organization, 
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial 
chapters throughout North America.  While 
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who 
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of 
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners 
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers.  Direct 
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and 
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is:  To create and 
maintain a compact representative and centralized 
organization with a spirit of cooperation and 
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore 
and emphasize the importance of flying and the 
use of the airplane in agricultural production, 
including the breeding, raising and feeding of 
livestock; and to engage in research and extension 
service, including publishing magazines or other 
periodicals to disseminate among its members 
information pertaining to the purposes of the 
organization.
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