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2021-22 Calendar of Events

Very few plans due to the uncertainty of  COVID-19

February 2022
6-10 - IFF Convention - Huntsville, Alabama

If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME 
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH PHONE 
NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to the IFF 
Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL  61854

IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use.  Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families.  No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.
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Official Reports

President’s Report
By Harry Bartel

Kansas Flying Farmer

This summer weather has been 
really tough on me.  Fighting 
with the insurance company, 
regarding my driver’s license 
has been a whole new world 
of education for me.  If I had 
just had an accident or two 
in the past 30 plus years of 
driving, and killed several 
people, they claim I could 
then be a lower risk.  So much 
for safety record!

It is very interesting to 
view the crop conditions in 
various locations across the 
country.  Some of the areas, 
that rely on spring rains, in a 
timely manner, did not receive 
them this year. Some areas 
that had rains this spring, after 
a very dry winter, tempted 
several farmers to plant 
dryland corn in southwest 
Kansas.  Several of them felt 
like it was a homerun.  Who 
would have thought we could 
raise 50-bushel dryland corn 
here?  Having the opportunity 
to see some of the irrigated 
corn in this area, has been an 
education.  That crop is still 
in the field, and only time will 
tell how productive it will be.

Elsewhere in this publication 
you will find more information 
about the convention that is 
being planned this winter.  I 
am very much looking forward 
to being able to spend some 
time with those of you whom 
I have not seen in over a year.  

Travel by road has taken on 
a whole new meaning this 
past year and a half.  I used 
to look forward to trying 
food in places that I had the 
opportunity to drive through, 
and that has become an 
entirely different experience 
now.  Many of the places I 
used to stop are no longer 
in business, and those that 
are, have an entirely different 
business plan.  And then, the 
vehicle I am driving presents 
an entirely new perspective on 
travel.  Truck stops don’t really 
want us, and convenience 
stores are not really set up 
to handle us either.  A one-
ton crew cab dually, pulling 
a 48-foot trailer has its own 
special needs.  Convenience 
store fuel pumps run slow, 
and Truck Stop pumps have 
a large enough nozzle to 
eliminate that problem, but 
they always make a mess 
when the tank gets full and 
splashes out of the tank neck.

As time will permit, this winter, 
I plan on spending some time 
with one of the engineers 
working at the facility that is 
being modified just outside of 
Hugoton.  They have found a 
way of modifying both pork 
fat and beef fat and making 
a drop-in replacement for 
both number 1 and 2 diesel 
fuels.  At this time, it is a 
rather expensive process, 
but a big “THANK YOU” to 
the citizens of California, they 
plan to use all the fuel that will 
be formulated here.  Starting 
around the first of next year 
they plan to send a 109-car 
unit train from here on a 
regular basis to California, for 
their use.  It is not a biofuel, 
but it is cracked such a way 
to eliminate all of the gelling 
properties associated with the 
bio-fuel.  No alcohol involved 
with this process.  The 
numbers he has been quoting 
me sound very impressive, 
but at this time the cost is not 
comparative with petroleum 
diesel.  The so-called, clouding 
properties approach gasoline, 
so it will be interesting.  Stay 
tuned.
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Earle Geide, from Hartford, 
SD, attended the South 
Dakota High School Baseball 
Championships on May 31, 
2021 to watch his grandson, 
Noah Hohn.  Noah plays 
3rd base and pitches for 
the West Central Trojans.  
Earle, 101 years old, watched 
Noah hit a triple that game 
for an exciting 6-5 win to 
advance the Trojans to the 
championship game.   West 
Central ended up taking 2nd 
to finish their season.

Earle Geide at 101 Years Old

At 101 years old, Earle Geide 
celebrates with his grandson, 
Noah Hohn.  On May 15, 2021, 
Noah graduated with honors 
from West Central High School, 
Hartford, SD.  Noah’s parents 
are Rod and Joy Hohn.   Earle 
has two grandchildren, Noah 
and younger sister Camille.  
Noah’s future plans are to 
attend South Dakota State 
University in Brookings, SD for 
civil engineering.
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Colene Sager’s IFF WOY Day

Special Feature

By Paula Kramer
Washington Flying Farmer

Have you ever attended a 
celebration so good that it took 
two years to plan? Well, that’s 
how long the preparations 
took to honor Colene Sager 
as the 2019 IFF Woman of the 
Year. To be perfectly honest, 
the committee did take time 
out to adhere to Covid 19 
restrictions, but it finally came 
to fruition. 

On July 10, 2021, more than 
thirty of Colene’s family and 
friends gathered in a most 
appropriate place—an airplane 
hangar in Colfax, Washington. 
The hangar was generously 
donated by WFF members, 
Barney and Gerianne Buckley. 

Attendees included family 
members who came from 
various cities in Washington 
and Idaho. Friends included 
some of Colene’s Bible study 
group, her flight instructor, 
IFF Office Manager Pat Amdor 
and many WFF members and 
former members. 

A table near the doorway 
held a bouquet of flowers, 
the guest book and a basket 

for cards and gifts. Another 
table held an assortment of 
memorabilia pertaining to 
Colene’s family and many 
items related to her flight 
achievements and awards. 

A little later in the evening, the 
Washington chapter added to 
the items by presenting her 
with the gift of an engraved 
metal tray. 

After an invocation by WFF 
member Terry Dorsing, a 
catered buffet meal was 
enjoyed, ending with a dessert 
buffet designed to please the 
most discerning palette. 

Following the meal Mistress of 
Ceremonies Paula Kramer led 
a “roast and toast” for Colene. 

2019-20 IFF WOY Colene Sager

Following the meal, Mistress of Cer-
emonies, Paula Kramer, reads a tribute 
which she wrote for Colene

Table centerpieces
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Special Feature

Nina Richardson presents Colene with a gift from the Washington Chapter

Colene with gift from the WA Chapter, 
an engraved metal tray

IFF WOY Colene Sager with MC Paula Kramer 

Family and friends proceeded 
to share memories, funny and 
appreciative, of her past and 
her accomplishments. During 
this time, it was learned that 
Colene and Art became Flying 
Farmers in 2003 and have 
been enthusiastic members 
ever since. Colene has been 
chapter newsletter editor 

since 2008, having received 
IFF awards in 2011, 2012 and 
2015. She is currently chapter 
secretary and reporter to the 
IFF magazine.

Colene’s most cherished 
accomplishment was that of 
receiving her pilot’s license 

on April 15, 2015, at the 
age of 70. Her two years 
of instruction and practice 
weren’t easy, but persistence 
and tenacity paid off. She now 
has more than 360 hours in 
her logbook with 60 of them 
being in the retractable gear 
Mooney she and Art own. 
During this time Colene’s flight 
instructor and the airport 
operator where she rented her 
plane became close personal 
friends. Both regaled the 
group with their laughter as 
they related stories from the 
cockpit and the tarmac. 

The Sagers have attended 
eleven IFF conventions and 
flown to all but two of them 
and they look forward to 
attending many more. 

Continued on page 8
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Special Feature

This long-delayed gathering 
ended with a prayer given by 
WFF member Jerry Richardson 
and followed by lots of visiting.

Continued from page 7
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There’s a woman we love and we honor today.
 She’s pretty and smart, and wears lots of hats— 
A perfect example of the title she holds. 

She grew up in Idaho, a cute little gal, 
Fell in love with a tall cowboy in Washington. 
They married one day, and her story began. 

She raised three children, at times all alone 
While Art did some trucking 
From their home in Spokane. 

Soon the country life called
 And to Dusty they moved, 
Raised cattle and kids, 
Baled hay and baked bread. 

Their children grew up, their lives are all good. 
Now the parents are proud 
Of five sweet grands who followed in time. 

To add to their joy, the family expands 
As one great-granddaughter soon joins the 
band. 

She raises a garden, 
Which she cans and she freezes, 
Pulls weeds and mows lawns, 
And cuts flowers in bloom. 

She can pitch a tent with carpeted floor,
 She can gather wild berries for pie and for jam,
 And cook hot dogs and s’mores over a campfire. 

She can cradle a child 
And bake chocolate cake, 
She can feed a herd of cattle 
As well as a Flying Farmer crew. 

She goes with her husband when he takes to the 
sky, 
Loves the view from up there so much 
That she learned to fly. 

The lessons were fun, the studying—not so 
much, 
But eventually she soloed, soon the license was 
hers. 

She can drive a school bus, a ski boat, 
Tractors and farm pickups, too. 
She can ride on a horse 
But would rather pilot the plane. 

She wears jewels and silks, 
Sweatshirts and scarves, 
She wears sandals and boots, 
Blue jeans and dresses. 

She studies the Bible, a daily routine, 
Taught Sunday school to dozens of kids. 
She bows her head as she says her prayers
For family and friends, 
Truly lives her faith. 

She’s humble, she’s proud, 
Admits to her fears,
And expresses her feelings, sometimes out loud. 

She writes a newsletter 
For Flying Farmer friends, 
Takes notes at their meetings 
And keeps everyone informed. 

She’s old fashioned and steady, 
Sweet as a wildflower, but don’t be fooled, 
She’s as solid as a rock. 

She’s a momma bear,
 A wife, a mother and a fighter, 
But she’s still a little girl at heart. 

She’s a product of God’s grace and everyday life. 
She’s all of us, rolled into one, and she’s 
amazing. 

She’s COLENE SAGER, 
IFF Woman of the Year 2019

IFF Woman of the Year - 2019
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Special Feature
Memorial Scholarship Recipient

Katelyn Estle

My name is Katelyn Estle. I live in Oakwood, a rural 
town in Northwest Ohio, with my parents, Lance 
and Nicole, and my younger brother, Joseph. My 
grandparents are Ray (Nick) and Sharon Johanns, 
who have been involved in the International Flying 
Farmers association since 1990. Throughout their 
time in the organization, my grandfather has served 
various roles in the IFF from Secretary to President, 
as well as being the Ohio Chapter’s President and 
Vice President. In 2005, he was also actively involved 
in the Quad Cities Convention. My grandmother 
was chosen as the Ohio Chapter’s Queen in 1995 
and received the honor of serving as IFF Duchess 
in 1996. She is currently the Secretary/Treasurer of 
the Ohio Chapter. 

Throughout high school, I was involved in many 
activities and organizations. I had the opportunity 
to sing the National Anthem with a quartet for my 
hometown’s Labor Day parade. These activities 
showed me not only the strength of a team, but 
of a community, and allowed me to learn lessons 
and build relationships that will last a lifetime. I 
graduated from Paulding High School with honors 
in 2019.

This fall I will be starting my Junior year at Bowling 
Green State University in the Inclusive Early 
Childhood Education program. After graduation, I 
hope to become a 3rd-grade teacher in an urban 
school system where I can impact the lives of 
children in a way that my previous educators did 

my own. I also plan to continue school to earn 
my Master’s degree in Counseling to become a 
elementary school guidance counselor. 

I have been fortunate to work with children in 
multiple ways prior to college, including babysitting 
for local families and volunteering in the elementary 
school that I attended. This summer my community 
was blessed with having a new daycare open its 
doors, Little Sprouts Early Learning Center, where 
I have had the opportunity to become the teacher 
for 20 students ages 5-12. . When I’m not working 
or attending school, I love spending time with my 
family and friends, traveling, cooking and baking, 
reading, and attending concerts/musicals. 

The International and Ohio Flying Farmers 
associations have provided me with many amazing 
memories throughout my life. My grandparents 
have hosted the chapter fly-in for Ohio every year 
for the past 25 years and I can proudly say that I’ve 
never missed one. At these events, I have had the 
opportunity to socialize and make connections with 
members from all over the country. It is something 
that I look forward to every year and it not only allows 
me to build new relationships, but also strengthen 
the bonds that I have with my family. Being from 
a farming background, my favorite summers were 
ones spent picking sweet corn in the field with my 
cousins and going on plane rides with my grandpa. 
I cannot wait to have more opportunities to work 
with the IFF and cannot express my thanks enough 
for receiving this award. 
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Special Feature
Memorial Scholarship Recipient

Addison Scherler

My name is Addison Scherler and I am a 
junior economics student at Auburn University. 
In addition to majoring in economics, I am 
working towards a double minor in business 
and political science. 

Upon graduating from Auburn, I hope to 
attend law school to work towards a career 
as an attorney. This past summer I’ve had 
the incredible opportunity of interning for a 
congressman in Washington D.C. 

While I am interested in law and public policy, 
my family has instilled in me the importance 
of agriculture and hard work. I was born in 
Amarillo, Texas and was raised as a child in 
Lubbock. Although my early roots are in West 
Texas, my family later moved to Colorado 
where I attended school at Valor Christian 

High School. Throughout my summers in 
high school, I had the chance to work on 
my family’s large grain operation in Eastern 
Colorado. 

My grandparents, Burl and Cathy Scherler, 
have shown me the importance of hard work 
and perseverance. Their commitment to the 
farming industry and International Flying 
Farmers is what inspired me to apply for the 
scholarship. Aside from school and work, I 
enjoy running, traveling, and spending time 
with friends and family.

I am honored to have been chosen as an 
IFF scholarship recipient! Thank you for your 
generosity as I complete my last 2 years of 
college. 
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Cross Country Travelers

By Colene Sager
Washingron Flying Farmer

The morning of Wednesday, 
August 25, we were ready for 
an adventure. The rendezvous 
was the Colfax Airport (S94). 
A Cessna 182 was flown 
from Othello (S70) by Terry 
Dorsing and the Mooney M20J 
was flown from a private 
airstrip by Colene Sager. 
Terry and Janelle and Art 
and Colene were headed 
for Cody, Wyoming (COD). 
Following the pilot briefing, 
both planes headed east with 
a fuel stop in Helena, Montana 
(HLN). Smoke from distant 

forest fires hid the view and 
navigating depended on the 
global positioning system. The 
fuel price in Helena was $4.99 
for 100LL which in today’s 
market is a good price. Colene 
decided to be a passenger 
and have Art fly on to Cody 
as flying in the smoke was 
not much fun. A rental car 
was waiting for us at Choice 
Aviation and we were soon 
loaded in the car and on our 
way to the Cody city park 
where we ate our lunch.

Our home for the next three 
nights was an Airbnb about 
10 minutes out of town. We 
checked in about 4 p.m. and 
were all glad to have the 
evening to relax. We had 
brought food for the evening 
meal and all of us were in bed 
early.

Thursday we ate breakfast in 
our “home” and then headed 
to town to visit Buffalo Bill 
Museum. A ticket will let 
you in for two days and it 
takes two days to see it. It is 
actually five museums: Buffalo 
Bill Museum; Plains Indians; 
Cody Firearms; Draper Natural 
History; and Whitney Western 
Art with classics from 1800’s 

to modern paintings and 
bronze. We went back to 
the Airbnb for a little rest 
and to freshen up for a big 
night. We had tickets to a 
dinner show and rodeo. The 
Cody Cattle Company has 
an excellent buffet followed 
by a performance with 5 
very talented musicians 
entertaining the crowd with 
mostly old cowboy songs 

L to R:  Terry & Janelle Dorsing, 
Art & Colene Sager

Terry Dorsing & Art Sager in front of 
the Buffalo Bill Museum

Terry & Janelle
Terry & Janelle at the Cody Cattle 

Company



September/October 2021                   The International Flying Farmer              13

Special Featuredispersed with classic rock 
and more recent country 
music. Then it was off to 
the Cody Rodeo which was 
included with the ticket. What 
an evening! 

Friday we again ate breakfast 
in our “home” before heading 
off to the museum to see 
what we had not covered the 
day before. It did not take as 
long as it did the day before 
and we had time to get a 
sandwich downtown and go 
shopping. Janelle was the 
perfect “grandma”, carefully 
choosing gifts for each. Art 
found the perfect pair of boots 
at a local cowboy boot store. 
Terry and Colene just followed 
along. We again made a quick 
trip back to the Airbnb to rest 
and refresh before going to the 
Irma Hotel for dinner followed 
by the Dan Miller Show. He 
has performed on Larry’s 
Diner on RFDTV if any of you 
have watched that show. He 
is a very talented performer. 
Wendy, who harmonizes with 
him and plays the base guitar, 
and a very talented man who 
plays the guitar and mandolin, 
completes the performance.

Saturday morning was pack 
our bags and head for the 
airport. I cannot say enough 
good about this FBO. They 
make certain your rental car 
is at general aviation and not 
the airline terminal. They have 
an attendant who not only 
checks if you need fuel, but 

brings your rental car right 
up to your plane. They stay 
with you to help unpack your 
plane and when you leave, 
pack your plane and take 
your rental car away. Choice 
Aviation in Cody, Wyoming is 
the best.

We had a delightful trip back 

home. The rain and wind the 
day before had cleared the 
smoke and we could enjoy 
the beautiful scenery. This trip 
was made possible because 
we are Washington Flying 
Farmers. No, the organization 
did not sponsor the trip. The 
Sagers and Dorsings would 
have never met if we had 
not been members of Fying 
Farmers.

Passengers traveling first class 
on British Airways Boeing 
747s are worried about a 
redesign which means some 
lavatories have windows.  A 
woman traveling to New York 
complained there were no 
blinds.  She was told by a 
stewardess, “Madam, if some 
pervert is clinging to the 
side of this aircraft at 35,000 
feet, they deserve to see 
everything.”

Easy Pasta Salad

Ingredients:
16 oz box colored rotini pasta
16 oz bottle Italian dressing
1 c Colby Jack Cheese cubed
1 can black olives
1/2 pkg mini pepperonis 
Parmesan Cheese to taste
chopped tomatoes optional
chopped cucumbers optional

Instructions:
Cook pasta as directed on 
package.
Drain and rinse with cold 
water.
Add desired amount of olives, 
cheese and pepperonis to 
pasta.
Pour at least half of your 
Italian dressing and mix well.
Refrigerate for at least 2 hours. 
Pour additional dressing (as 
much as you want) before 
serving. ENJOY!
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Diana and Monte Billheimer Update

I just read the previous article and my how 
things have changed in the last 4 months! 
We did get some moisture in June and the 
corn and milo as well as millet all got planted. 
They looked wonderful until the month of 
July, the day after we finished wheat harvest 
and a storm came through and stripped the 
corn down to nothing in some fields. Glad 
the wheat was cut. Then the 100-degree 
temps started in at the end of July and no 
moisture, so now, September 1, the corn and 
milo has turned brown and we just finished 
millet harvest with yields in the single digits 
to the best field did 38 bushel. If we could 
have just gotten some moisture in August to 
help them along. 

The wheat crop was decent considering we 
had no moisture on it until April. We cut 6,000 
acres in 14 days and some of those were only 
half days as we would start out the mornings 
with 90% humidity. Yes, you read that right, 
which is crazy for us here in Colorado. We 
would have to wait till around noon and 
then cut till 9 or 10 each night, because 
the humidity would start rolling in again. It 
was a very unusual thing to have that kind 
of humidity in July, especially during wheat 
harvest. I really enjoy harvest when we are all 
out doing something. Of course, I am in my 
combine, as well as Shelby and Ryan has his 
friend Jason run his combine. We had Ethan, 
who is 11 in one grain cart and the high school 
boy, Aiden who has helped us for 4 years now 
in the other grain cart. This was probably his 
last as he graduated and is moving on. Then 
we have Monte in the Kenworth and Ryan in 
his Peterbilt. Then we have a classmate of 
Shelby’s come and haul with his Peterbilt and 
when we need another semi, Shelby crawls 
out of his combine into the white semi and 

his wife, LaDawne runs the combine. Quinn 
is 9 and helps moving pickups and stuff to 
the fields and then rides along with Papa or 
whomever he wants. My copilot is Milo, who 
always keeps Nana entertained. Then last but 
not the least by any means, LaDawne and 
Andrea keep busy keeping us fed. Sometimes 
those ladies had to drive 40-50 miles just to 
bring us food. 

Now we are praying for rain to plant wheat, 
as we are so dry if we did start planting, 
we would just be dusting it in at this point. 
We are praying for cooler temps also as the 
100-degree temps day after day have taken 
its toll on all of us. 

Quinn kept us busy with baseball as his team 
played in the state championship tournament 
and they came out the winners. Ethan played 
on a different team, and this was Milo’s last 
year for tee ball. It is really hard to keep 
up when they all 3 were on different teams 
through July. 

We managed to go to Nebraska for Monte’s 
family reunion the end of July and all his 
siblings were home, even his brother who 
lives in Mississippi. We celebrated his mom’s 
78th birthday and she was so glad to have all 
her kids home. Monte is doing good; he still 
gets tired but is looking forward to hunting 
seasons again. 

I guess that about wraps it up for the summer. 
It seemed like we were always busy, but we 
did enjoy the pool occasionally. It now has a 
heater, so I am hoping we can keep it up for 
a while now. Till next time, God Bless.
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Old Farmer’s Advice

Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight and bull-strong.
Keep skunks and bankers at a distance.
Life is simpler when you plow around the stump.
A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor.
Words that soak into your ears are whispered – not yelled.
Meanness don’t just happen overnight.
Forgive your enemies; it messes up their heads.
Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you.
It don’t take a very big person to carry a grudge.
You cannot unsay a cruel word.
Every path has a few puddles.
When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty.
The best sermons are lived, not preached.
Most of the stuff people worry about, ain’t never gonna happen anyway.
Don’t judge folks by their relatives.
Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer.
Live a good and honorable life, then when you get older and think back, you’ll enjoy it a 
second time.
Don’t interfere with somethin’ that ain’t bothering you none.
Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain dance.
If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin’.
Sometimes you get and sometimes you get got.
The biggest troublemaker you’ll probably ever have to deal with watches you from the 
mirror every mornin’.
Always drink upstream from the herd.
Good judgement comes from experience, and a lotta that comes from bad judgement.
Lettin’ the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin’ it back in.
If you get to thinkin’ you’re a person of some influence, try orderin’ somebody else’s dog 
around.
Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly, and enjoy the ride.
Don’t pick a fight with an old man.  If he is too old to fight, he’ll just shoot you!
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HEAR YE! HEAR YE!
I know everyone is anxious to get together and I am doing my best again to get us a 
convention put together. With that being said, this is what I have for us as of September 1, 
and I am moving forward with it.

IFF CONVENTION
FEBRUARY 6-10, 2022

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA
We will be staying at the: 

HOLIDAY INN RESEARCH PARK
5903 UNIVERSITY DRIVE

THE ROOM RATE WILL BE $115.00
PLUS LODGING TAX: 15%

CITY TAX: 2%

This rate is good for 2 nights before and 2 nights after. When making your reservations 
identify yourself as a member of the IFF & if you want the extra nights before the 
convention 4th and 5th, and the 2 nights after, 11th and 12th, you must ask for Marissa 
Kowalski to get these rates - (256)-830-0600 EXT 7169. She is the Hotel Representative 
who is in charge of the rooms. 

The block of rooms that are saved for us with this price, will be good until JANUARY 15, 
2022. If you have to cancel you have up to 24 hours ahead of arrival. 

This Hotel has just completed a 5.5-million-dollar renovation, has 195 spacious rooms and 
has an onsite restaurant and lounge. It also has a ballroom and other smaller rooms that 
will work to have our meetings in. The Holiday Inn has free internet service, several places 
to eat within walking distance. There is a pool, laundry, and other amenities. The Huntsville 
International Airport is located 10.6 miles from the Hotel and the Hotel provides shuttle 
service from the airport. 

I am working with the Convention & Visitors Bureau trying to get the tour for the U. S. 
Space & Rocket Museum lined up as well as the buses and a tour of the historical area 
of Huntsville. At this time, I cannot give you an amount for registration, but by the next 
magazine I will have that. I know it won’t be that far ahead of time, but we will make it all 
work out. I will do my best as always, but we are truly living in different times, and finding 
places that can accommodate a group with enough help is very hard. 

2022 IFF Convention
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Please mark your calendars and pray that we will all be together in Huntsville in February!!! 
So now we can all learn some things about Huntsville, before we get there. Huntsville is a 
city centrally located in the Appalachian region of northern Alabama and is the county seat 
of Madison County, and the fourth largest city in Alabama. 

John Hunt first settled in the location in 1805. It was named Twickenham after Alexander 
Pope’s English home at the request of Leroy Pope. However, the town was renamed 
“Huntsville” on November 25, 1811, after its first settler and became the first incorporated 
town in Alabama. It has grown across nearby hills and along the Tennessee River, adding 
textile mills, then munitions factories, to become a major city, including NASA’s Marshall 
Space Flight Center and the United States Army Aviation and Missile Command nearby at 
the Redstone Arsenal. 

Huntsville has the second-largest technology and research park in the nation and ranks 
among the top 25 most educated cities in the nation. It is considered in the top of the 
nation’s high-tech hot spots and one of the best Southern cities for defense jobs. 

We will be in Huntsville during the cool season which lasts 2.9 months, from November 
28 to February 25, with an average daily high temperature below 57 degrees. The coldest 
day of the year is January 23 with an average low of 33 degrees and high of 50 degrees. 
The summers are hot and muggy; the winters are short, very cold, and wet; and it is partly 
cloudy year-round.
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‘Round the Regions

By  Gary Wilcox
Michigan Flying Farmer

By  Jeff Thompson
Wisconsin Flying Farmer

On our farm this year unusual 
weather was the norm. Since 
there was no rain in the 
spring, we got our crops 
planted earlier than usual. 
The last week of June we 
got some rain to keep the 
corn and soybeans growing. 
Then in July we had so many 
rainy days that it took over 2 
weeks to harvest our wheat 
which usually has taken 5 
days in past years.  The last 
part of July and first part of 
August we got drenched with 
excessive rains (5 to 6 inches 
at a time)! August brought 
very hot and very humid 
conditions. That is not unusual 
except that it lasted for more 
than 2 weeks straight! The 
rain and hot humidity brought 
on conditions for more than 
usual mosquitos, and fungus 
and diseases in the corn and 
soybeans. However, there 
are areas in Michigan that 
have received very little rain. 
Their land has big cracks in 
the ground (a sign of being 
very dry).

Right now, our crops look 
good but that may change. 

An extreme example is in a 
neighboring county where a 
farmer’s field of corn is brown 
dead; two weeks ago, it was 
green and looked really good. 
A disease known as tar spot 
(new to our area) affected 
this field. The hot and humid 
conditions made this disease 
advance really fast. Only time 
will tell for our crops this year.

Even though IFF had to cancel 
their convention this summer 
due to everyone not having 
a chance to attend (due to 
covid restrictions concerning 
border crossings), there was 
a gathering of flying farmers 
in Ohio at Ray and Sharon 
Johanns. The June 6th get-
together was well attended 
by Ohio and some Michigan 
members. Many stories and 
lots of smiles filled the air.

August 19 th found flying 
farmers gathering together 
in Shipshewana, Indiana. 
Members  f rom I l l i no i s , 
Indiana, Michigan and Ohio 
attended the fly-in organized 
by Florence and Bob Lutes. 
It was a fly-in because IFF 
Secretary/Treasurer Jim Meyer 
and his wife Michele arrived 
in their Jabiru. The 25 flying 
farmers enjoyed a hearty meal 
catered by an Amish family. 
After the meal they gave a 
short program with questions 
and answers about Amish 
customs and ideas. Once 

again there was lots of stories 
and smiles! We saw many 
friends we hadn’t seen and 
talked to for quite a while. In 
our group there was a special 
recognition; Truman Miller of 
the Indiana chapter was going 
to celebrate his 98th birthday 
the next week. And he is still 
very active. Truman and Joyce 
have been married 78 years 
(I think that’s right). There 
are so many amazing flying 
farmer members!

One not so happy moment 
of the day was when the 
Indiana Flying Farmer chapter 
voted to disband. It’s hard 
to see our organization lose 
chapters.

August 31st, 2021

Greetings from Region 5 

If you look at the date this 
article was written, you will 
realize that I waited until Pat 
sent me another email letting 
me know the deadline for a 
newsletter article is tomorrow. 

We are in the part of Wisconsin 
that was in a severe drought 
for most of the summer. 
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‘Round the RegionsEveryone was able to get 
their crops in early, but then 
it stopped raining for most 
of June and July. We had a 
good strawberry season but 
only because we are able to 
irrigate the crop. 1988 was 
the last drought we had here. 
Crops look better than they 
did back then, but not nearly 
as good as they should look. 

I flew up to Oshkosh for a 
couple of days for EAA Air 
Venture.  I camped with a 
friend in his tent. Haven’t 
done that in quite a few years,.
Second night it rained and I 
got pretty wet. I remembered 
now why I don’t camp too 
much. 

We had a strawberry tour in 
Portland, Oregon the second 
week in August.  Marcia and I 
flew our plane out and back, 
took 23 hours with a bit of 
weather coming home. We 
stopped and had breakfast 
with Glenn Kinneberg, then 
on to Pipestone, MN for lunch 
with Gloria & Ken Reed.  What 
a great way to start a trip, 
visiting friends we have not 
seen in over a year! We missed 
seeing the mountains on the 
way out because of smoke 
and missed seeing them on 
the way home because of 
clouds. All in all it was a great 
trip, the plane ran great and it 
felt really good to be able to 
fly somewhere. 

Not much going on with the 
WI Flying Farmers, mostly 

my fault. Hope we can get 
together pretty soon. 

By  Joan Lieber
Kansas Flying Farmer

By  Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

Kansas Flying Farmers Picnic 
June 6

Picnic at Kanopolis Lake on 
the first Sunday of June is a 
long standing KFF tradition. 
The airstrip with nearby picnic 
tables is gone, but Gene 
& Janet Shore, Bill & Joan 
Lieber, Jack Jenkinson and 
Kay Berghaus enjoyed the 
nice shelter house Gene had 
reserved. Future meetings 
were scheduled after the 
covered dish meal. Later 
Ralph & Mary Ann White 
joined the reminiscing among 
the longtime friends.

June 2 had thirteen Washington 
Flying Farmer members and 
one guest traveling to Terry 

and Janelle Dorsing’s home 
located between Othello and 
Royal City for our meeting and 
potluck lunch. Their home is 
located on their fruit ranch 
and has a beautiful view 
overlooking what is locally 
called the “Royal Slope”. This 
area rises above the wheat 
fields and is irrigated by a 
canal fed by Banks Lake which 
is created by Coulee Dam. 
Royal Slope has acres of fruit 
orchards and vineyards that 
could not survive were it not 
for this irrigation system. What 
a joy to see the abundance of 
orchards fed by this irrigation 
as eastern Washington is in 
a drought and we all saw the 
stress of crops not fed by 
irrigation as we traveled to 
this oasis.

July 10 was a catered dinner 
attended by 30 flying farmers 
and their guests in honor of 
Colene Sager, International 
Woman of the Year 2019. This 
event was held in a hangar 
at the Colfax Airport. See 
the article elsewhere in this 
magazine.

September 25 we will hold our 
annual meeting following an 
EAA Breakfast and air show at 
the same hangar at the Colfax 
Airport. 
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MemorialSusie Cole
1929-2019

Susie Marie Cole, 90, of rural 
Crestline, OH died Wednesday, 
September 25, 2019 at her 
home.  She was born April 24, 
1929 in Loudonville to the late 
J. Carl and Lucille (Cromwell) 
Roller. 

Susie married Glen W. Cole on 
August 29, 1952. She’s been a 
longtime, active member of Tiro 
United Methodist Church, where 
she played piano and organ for 
many years, was a member of 
the United Methodist Women, 
taught Sunday School, and was 
a longtime attendee at the East 
Ohio Conference at Lakeside.

Susie spent several years caring 
for her family as a homemaker 
and in 1976, she took a teaching 
position with Wynford School 
District, where she taught third 
and fourth grade. 

She and Glen took advantage 
of his pilot’s license and flew 
around the state to visit others 
or simply get ice cream. They 
were members of the Ohio 
Flying Farmers and during Nov/
Dec, she and Glen enjoyed 
many years wintering in Lake 
Havasu City.

Her amazing smile will be 
missed by her husband, Glen; 
three children, Michael Cole, 
Mary Lyons and John Cole; 
three grandchildren; sister-in-
law, Doreen. She was preceded 
in death by her brother, Bill 
Roller.

Glen Cole
1927-2020

Glen W. Cole, 93, of rural 
Crestline, OH passed peacefully 
Friday, October 9, 2020 at Galion 
Pointe. He was born June 4, 1927 
to the late Gilbert F. and Velma 
(Stephan) Cole. Glen graduated 
from Leesville High School and 
shortly thereafter joined the 
Merchant Marines. Glen was 
stationed on a ship, located 
off the coast of Japan when 
the atomic bomb was dropped 
on Hiroshima. After his time in 
the Merchant Marines, he was 
drafted and served in the US 
Army where he was stationed 
in Japan. 

Glen married Susie Roller on 
August 29, 1952. Glen and Susie 
shared 67 years of creating 
memories until her passing on 
September 25, 2019. 

Glen began his career as the 
principal/teacher at Leesville 
High School. In 1962, Col. 
Crawford High School was built, 
and he became their inaugural 
principal, a position held for 
many years until becoming the 
school Superintendent. Glen was 
a Mason, a member of Grange, 
and a former Kiwanian. One of 
Glen’s passions was flying. In 
1982, he received his pilot license 
and purchased a Cessna 182. He 
enjoyed his membership in the 
Ohio Flying Farmers. 

He will be missed by his children, 
Michael Cole, Mary Lyons and 
John Cole; three grandchildren; 
brothers, Wilbur Cole and Eugene 
Cole. 

Former Members

Sheila Roth – Illinois – 5/9/21
Bob Herriott – Illinois – 6/16/21
Dianne King – Alberta – 
7/11/21
Janet Daniel – Ontario – 
8/23/21

Afterglow - Anon
I’d like the memory of me to be 
a happy one.
I’d like to leave an afterglow of 
smiles when life is done.
I ’d l ike to leave an echo 
whispering softly down the ways,
Of happy times and laughing 
times and bright and sunny days.
I’d like the tears of those who 
grieve, to dry before the sun;
Of happy memories that I leave 
when life is done.
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Beth Scott
1932-2021

Beth Marie (Williams) Scott 
passed away on July 15, 
2021 at the age of 89. 
She was born in Smith 
Center, KS the daughter of 
Zelma (Bierman) and Roy 
Williams. 

She married Sidner Scott on 
December 31, 1951. They 
recently celebrated their 70th 
anniversary. To this union were 
born two children, Cindy and 
Waverly. Beth worked as a loan 
officer and bookkeeper for the 
Boulder Valley School Credit 
Union  and office manager and 
bookkeeper for a law firm.

After Beth and Sid retired, they 
moved back to Smith Center 
where they continued farming 
for several more years. Beth 
was a very devoted and active 
member of the various churches 
she attended. Singing was her 
passion. She was a member of 
Garden Lore Club . Beth was also 
a member of the International 
Flying Farmers and Ranchers 
Organization where she served 
as International Duchess for one 
year, flying all over the United 
States and Canada with her 
husband in their small plane, 
promoting the organization and 
encouraging the spouses to 
learn to land the plane. 
Preceding her in death was 
daughter, Cindy Brennan and 
husband Terry; son, Waverly 
Scott and daughter-in-law, 
Jayne Scott; sister Dona Kirby 
and her parents. She is survived 
by her spouse, Sidner Scott of 
Smith Center, five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren.

Memorial John Ledgerwood
1931-2021

John Thomas Ledgerwood, 
age 89, a longtime resident of 
Ephrata, Washington, passed 
away peacefully of heart disease 
and Parkinson’s complications on 
August 14, 2021.

John was born August 27, 1931, in 
Walla Walla, Washington to Creed 
M. and Florence Ledgerwood. He  
entered the air force in 1952. 
When discharged, he attended 
Washington State University. 
Upon graduation, John moved to 
Ephrata working for the Extension 
Service then for Security Bank 
(now Washington Trust) as a loan 
officer. John also owned a car 
wash in Ephrata and Moses Lake.
John was currently on the 
Westmont Acres board of 
directors. As a private pilot, he 
was active in the International 
Flying Farmers. He also enjoyed 
camping with the Wannigan 
RV Club. John treasured the 
friendships and the relationships 
he made through the years.

John and his wife Audrey were 
married almost 27 years. They 
enjoyed camping, flying their 
private plane and traveling and 
the friends they made along the 
way.
John is survived by his wife Audrey, 
step-sons Boris Liffring Omaha, 
NE, Andy Liffring Spokane, and 
Bob Liffring Everett, WA; a niece 
and several nephews and a very 
special family, Tom & Angie 
Redmon of Wenatchee. He is 
preceded in death by his parents 
and sister, Mary Emigh.

Patricia Clapper
1938-2021

Patr ic ia Clapper, 82, of 
Mansfield passed away June 
12, 2021, in the Piatt County 
Nursing Home. 

She was born July 31, 1938, in 
Armstrong, to Fred and Carrie 
(Manley) Leach. 
She married Norman Clapper 
on June 7, 1959. He survives, 
along with son Glen (LeAnn) 
Clapper of  At lanta and 
daughter Karen (Harv) Gaither 
of O’Fallon.

She had five grandchildren. 
One grandchild preceded her 
in death. 

She graduated from the 
University of Illinois and 
then taught music in Blue 
Ridge schools for many years. 
She was a member of the 
International Flying Farmers 
and loved to sew.



New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents:  Make note 
of the following deadlines for up-
coming issues of the International 
Flying Farmer magazine.
 Issue   Deadline
 January/February Jan. 1
 March/April  Mar. 1
 May/June  May 1
 July/August  July 1
 September/October Sept. 1
 November/December Nov. 1

Please remember 
to notify the IFF 
Office when you 
change addresses 
for the winter and 
again when you 
return home

IFF does not ac-
cept credit cards

When submitting 
an article for the 
magazine, please 
remember that if 
that article has 
been published 
in another publi-
cation (including 
chapter newslet-
ters) WRITTEN 
P E R M I S S I O N 
FROM THE AU-
THOR OF THE AR-
TICLE AND THE 
PUBLICATION is 
necessary in or-
der for the article 
to be reprinted in 
our magazine



NOTICES

IFF Memorial Scholarship 
Fund Donations

All contributions are fully 
deductible for IRS tax purposes 
s i n c e  t h e  I F F M e m o r i a l      
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution.  They 
should be sent to:
   IFF Past Presidents
   c/o Zelda Lewis
   21527 Larch Drive
   Plainfield, IL  60544-6345

 IFF Liability Disclaimer 
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers. 

NAME ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

                  _____________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________

EMAIL _______________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________

AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
  Year  Make  Model  N-number

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________

Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year

Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse 
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to 
International Flying Farmers

 Mail to:
 INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
 P.O. BOX 309
 Mansfield, IL  61854

Please inform the 
IFF office when a 
member or former 
member of your 
chapter passes 
away



HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of 
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and 
use of airplanes in agriculture.  The organization, 
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial 
chapters throughout North America.  While 
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who 
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of 
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners 
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers.  Direct 
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and 
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is:  To create and 
maintain a compact representative and centralized 
organization with a spirit of cooperation and 
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore 
and emphasize the importance of flying and the 
use of the airplane in agricultural production, 
including the breeding, raising and feeding of 
livestock; and to engage in research and extension 
service, including publishing magazines or other 
periodicals to disseminate among its members 
information pertaining to the purposes of the 
organization.


