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Official Reports

President’s Report

With wintertime trying to
come around, it appears we
will need to get ready for
some snow to fly again. As
I write this, I have noticed
the highway department has
treated the roads as if we
will get some snow or rain
turning to ice, first part of
next week. This makes me
think about slick roads, not my
favorite road conditions, but it
does make me look forward to
a trip to Alabama.
Our fall crops are mostly
done. From what I see along
the roads I travel, there is very
little corn left to pick, and I
have been told that most of
those fields are late because of
repair parts issues. Soybeans
are also grown here, but
I don’t have the access to
that information. Milo is well
under way, and even cotton
is beginning to accumulate at
the gin. They have not yet
started ginning here, but in
the Texas panhandle, I have
seen several already under
way.
4
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Yields for the corn have been
across the board. Over in
Meade County I have not
heard about the irrigated
corn, but the dry land corn,
appears to have been a home
run, with 50 to 70 bushels
per acre reported. Here in
Stevens and Seward Counties,
yields have been reported
from 180 to 260 bushels. I
have not heard on Milo yields,
and it’s way too early for
cotton yields. Something I
think interesting, is the fact
that down by Wellington,
Texas, there were several
pickers in the field that were
still the old style with pickers
that dump into wagons, and
they in turn dump into the
module makers at the edge
of the fields. When I asked
about that at the convenience
store, one of the fellows told
me that equipment was cheap
now that balers were getting
to be common. This was
a real help for the smaller
operators.

By Harry Bartel
Kansas Flying Farmer

sale. This keeps me wondering
what I will be driving the next
trip. I had a Ford F-350 for
about a year, and he had
another one already setting
here if that one would get
sold. Well, he called me one
day on my way back from
Dallas to tell me to clean it
out when I got home. When
I got home, he was laughing
about it, that he also sold
the replacement about 30
minutes after the one I was
driving. Well, he had been
watching 4 other trucks that
could be replacements for me
but in the next 2 weeks they
sold for about $5000 more
dollars than he was willing to
pay, but he did find a 1-ton
Dodge cab & chassis and got
it bought reasonable. That
has been a problem child
since we got it. It’s been in
the shop about as much as
it’s been on the road. It is
a real nice-looking truck, so
he decided to purchase a set
of fancy aluminum wheels
At my parttime job of retrieving for the trailer. I pulled that
cars for a used car dealer, the trailer to Manheim, PA without
past month has been a real incident, loaded my cars, and
challenge. You see, every at Carlisle, PA one of the trailer
vehicle he has on the lot, tires passed me. Nobody hurt,
including the 1-ton pickup I and only my laundry person
use to pull the trailer, are for knows how that affected
November/December 2021

me. As I then pulled into a
Truckstop I felt another wheel
problem. Well, by the time
we had all that repaired, I
had purchased 4 new steel
wheels and replaced all the
studs and nuts and then 2
days after all this started, I
was on the way home. By
the time we will have all the
idiosyncrasies fixed on this,
someone will have a nice
1-ton Dodge truck. We have
been fighting an electrical
problem with it since we got
it, so it has been to a Dodge
dealer for the past week, but I
see it was back with the trailer
yesterday, so I’ll find out in
the morning if they have it
fixed. Computers, I love them
while they work, but when
they don’t I hate them, and I
am positive this is a computer
problem.
Anyway, stay safe on the roads
while you are traveling. Lots
of crazy’s out there, and it is
getting worse. Computers
just are not made to work on
these rough roads, and when
they quit, tempers flare, not a
good combination.

Strawberry Shortcake Bars
Ingredients
Butter Vanilla Cake
½ cup butter softened
1 cup granulated sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp baking powder
¼ tsp salt
1 ½ cups all-purpose flour
¾ cup milk
1 tsp pure vanilla extract
1 pint strawberries
Frosting
8 oz cream cheese softened
¼-½ cup powdered sugar
8 oz cool whip frozen
Instructions
1.
In a large bowl, beat together sugar and butter until
creamy. Mix in eggs, baking powder and salt. Alternate between
adding in the flour and milk, beating after each addition. Beat
until all ingredients are combined. Stir in vanilla extract.
2.
Pour batter evenly into a greased and floured a 9 x
13-inch baking dish.
3.
Bake at 350 for 18-20 minutes until a toothpick comes
out clean. We sure not to over bake. Cake should be flat and
light in color. Let cool completely. Set aside.
4.

Dice up strawberries and set aside.

5.
In a large bowl, cream together cream cheese,
powdered sugar and frozen whipped topping. Evenly spread
cream cheese mixture over top of cooled cake. Top with diced
strawberries.
6.

Refrigerate for 3 hours.
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Special Feature

‘LEST OLD AQUAINTANCES BE FORGOT
By James Meyer
Illinois Flying Farmer
It has been a long time since
we have been able to visit any
of our flying farmer friends.
The last time was in June
of 2020 when Michele and I
got the itch to fly and “DO
SOMETHING”. We called Jeff
Thompson and said that we
were flying up to Kenosha to
pick strawberries if he would
pick us up at the airport. What
a delight to sit and have lunch
and visit. It was also a chance
to introduce my new wife to
them. We picked strawberries
and also had fresh picked
ones with ice cream.
We wanted to do it again
this spring, but weather;
schedules; and slow ripening
berries didn’t work out. Of
course, we planned to fly
to Mitchell, SD; attend the
post tour; fly farther west to
visit friends and family from
there to WA, CO, WY, UT, ID
and wherever the wind took
us. July was so hot that we
scrubbed those plans. We put
it off until fall.
Sept 11, we flew to a local
EAA chapter meeting for lunch
and homemade ice cream.
6
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We took off at 3:00 and
headed WNW to Des Moines
area where we spent two
days with Michele’s daughter
and husband. We departed
at 9:00 with expectations
that the morning low ceilings
would clear by 10:00 as so
often happens. Not so that
day. I now fly as a light sport
pilot, so I had to stay VFR.
After about 100 miles the
clouds were barely above
1000’ so we tried to fly south
around the low clouds and
finally sat down at Freemont
airport near Omaha for a
spell. In just over two hours
we could be at the Valburg’s.
If only….. Time to try again,
so, into the air. It was VFR at
our destination……. we had
enough daylight for another
stop … at 75 miles out of
Creighton, and Bloomfield
was just 25 miles away…..
low clouds again….I couldn’t
chance it. I did a 180 and
retreated 25 miles. I was
looking for a city big enough
to have a hotel in case it came
to an overnight. Norfolk, NE
was it. Finally, the weather
looked better with 180 miles
to go in the next two hours.
November/December 2021

I opted for the paved runway
at Murdo which is 20 miles
from Bill and Ellen’s. With time
running a bit close I still took
time to circle over their ranch
to give Michele an overview of
their place. We touched down
at 8f6 with a stiff crosswind
just as the sun gave up its
last rays for the day. I love
flying. It keeps me on top of
my game.

Gate at Valburg’s Sky Ranch

We enjoyed our time catching
up with Bill and Ellen. We
watched a dozen wild turkeys
strut through the yard as we
got up the next morning. We

Special Feature

Turkeys walking through Valburg’s yard

watched their grandchildren
play volleyball one night
and had a late-night soak in
their hot springs fed hot tub.
The grass was unseasonably
green, and the cattle were
in great shape. We had an
agenda, so after two days it
was back in the air. Next stop
was Billings for an overnight
and a planned flight to
Spokane the next day. I was
given a straight in approach
to runway 25. On very short
final and quite low the tower
announced, “26J make an
immediate right turnout”. I did
and it really alarmed Michele.
I was aware of a jet on final
for runway 28. My approach
speed is 60kts. The controller
miscalculated how fast a jet
can catch up with me. We
landed uneventfully on 28
behind the jet. There was a lot
of California smoke in the air.
This made this flatland pilot a
bit leery when the mountains
were not distinct. Then there

was some rain forecast for
WA. I decided that it was best
to rent a car. We finally found
the last rental in the city at
a used car dealer. It was a
beautiful drive through the
mountains in a car that had
autosteer. I could do some
sightseeing even if the control
panel flashed a warning to
“keep BOTH hands on the
wheel”.
We stayed with Michele’s son
and family for 5 days. He still
plays competitive hockey at
age 64. He also plays a tough
game of pinochle cards. He
was disappointed to not to get
to see “Miss Quito”. She is the
Jabiru that I now fly.

Back then I flew a friend
of mine out to the ranch to
buy a few show steers. We
always made it a point to stop
to visit over the years if we
were west of NE. The flight
was smooth until just after
I had passed over Casper
WY. As we approached a
ridge of mountains a sudden
blast of turbulent air hit us
unexpectedly. It really shook
the Montana dust off Miss
Quito and got a sudden of
a gasp of inhalation from
Michele. Then she laughed.
She loves to fly. The ranch
is fortunate to have a pivot
irrigation system to let them
grow alfalfa. The field seemed
to always have up to two
dozen antelope grazing. One
day there was again a lot of
smoke from CA. The 3 A’s
(*) have caught up to them
so that they are down to 2
horses that spend most of
their time out to pasture. (*)
= Age, Accidents, & Arthritis.
That home grown beef sure
makes great steaks. Back at
the airport Miss Q was feeling
like a Lilliputin at a giant’s
convention. She was the only
piston aircraft with all her 830
pounds amidst 8 behemoth
corporate jets. She did herself
proud departing with full fuel
at gross weight on a runway
at 7014 feet above the sea.

Back at Billings, Miss Quito
was anxious to flex her wings.
We departed for Saratoga,
WY and some time with a Next stop would be the gravel
ranching couple that I have runway 9CO5 at Burl and
known since 5 logbooks ago.

Continued on page 8
November/December 2021
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and this was a good welcome
home.
to see some friends and family
that we have missed. It is
good to have the freedom to
companion again.

Michele & Jim Meyer in front of Miss Quito in Scherler’s machine shed

Cathy Scherler’s. What a
pleasure to spend time with
them. We caught them on
the second day of harvest
before they would be deep
in the middle of it and could
spend the time. I was glad I
was able to send a day in the
combine and learn a trove of
information about dry land
farming in a big way. What
a gorgeous home and lovely

close and a big time for him.
He’s ready. His home exhibits
the results of some great
hunting. After the past year
I have to award Diana as
“Survivor of the Year”. Y’all
come to Huntsville.

The last leg of the journey
is 671 air miles to home. A
fuel stop at Abilene would be
quicker than the big airport at
Manhattan. The wind was a
from bare ground when they bit gusty when we got home,
moved there. What a blessing but right down the runway.
to see that Sunday is a day of I knew our trip had to end
rest even at harvest time on a
huge operation. After Mass on
Sunday Michele and I motored
60 miles west to visit with
Monte and Diana. Here again
it was a day of rest and family
day. It was so good to see
Monte up and getting around
so well. Hunting season is
Michele & Jim Meyer
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People say 60 is the new 40.
The cop that pulled me over
didn’t agree
If anyone gets a message
from me about canned meat,
don’t open it. It’s Spam!
The good news is I’ve made
it to my Golden Years.
The Bad news is - there is no
gold!
When told the reason for
daylight savings time the old
Indian said, “Only the government would believe that you
blanket, sew it to the bottom,
and have a longer blanket.”
I’m so old that I have dialed
a rotary phone, listened to
music from an 8-track tape,
watched a black and white
TV with foil on the rabbit ear
antennas, and gone through
a whole day without taking a
picture of myself.

Special Feature

How to Fly 100 Hours During the COVID Shutdown
By Phil & Mark Peterson
Wisconsin Flying Farmers
Wisconsin Flying Farmers Phil
and Mark Peterson, father and
son duo, have the solution!

buildings and how the local
communities support them,
from courtesy cars to bikes
and encouraging overnight
They enrolled in the Fly camping in the FBO building
Wisconsin Airport Passport or area. Tourism must be the
Program. You fly to all driver.
127 participating airports,
get your Wisconsin Airport We would advise any future
passport stamped and receive passport seeker to do your
prizes at different levels of homework before you go,
participation, with Gold Level including all the Basics on
being a leather flight jacket. your flight training checklist.
This challenge started with
Mark and I back in 2018.
We got really serious in
2020-2021. Yes, we put on
over 100 hours in 2021 and
received our confirmation this
past week.

For those people who use
Facebook, there is a Fly
Wisconsin Facebook page to
monitor for updates to the
program as well as suggestions
from participants on how to
make a day of it when visiting
certain airports.

If you fly to 10-15 airports in
a day, many without AWOS
or ATIS, it can stress your
comfort level. But most of
the time it is just you and the
airport, all to yourself.

There are a lot of
improvements being made at
It is an exciting hunt to find the the Wisconsin airports, from
different ways various airports runway replacement, taxiway
store the passport stamp to i m p r o v e m e n t s , r e m o va l
make it available 24/7 – from of trees along the side of
a mailbox on the side of the runways, upgrades at the 24airport office or hangar, to a hour self-service fuel and new
pipe in the ground out by the FBO buildings.
windsock or fuel pump. One is
even carried in the manager’s The best parts are the people
pickup truck.
you meet and the stories of how
our aviation communities are
We were very impressed linked together. Unbelievable!
by the number of new FBO
November/December 2021
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Conventions

Ontario Flying Farmers Annual General Convention
By Mary Hawthorne
Ontario Flying Farmer

September 11, 2021 was a
lovely day for a fly-in at Grand
Valley. Lots of four wheeled
chariots, four planes and one
camper for arrived for the AGM
of Ontario Flying Farmers.
After beverages and muffins,
Jim Farrell called the AGM to
order at 10:45. With Covid
protocols in place for checking
in and seating we were glad of
the spacious area. The minutes
and financial reports were
read. The following reports
were accepted as read: Name
tag, PRO(cards), Newsletter,
IFF Director, Vice President
and Fly-in Co-ordinator.

3. That the number of directors
be reduced to four (4).
4. That we retire the position of
second (2nd) Vice-President.
5. That we discontinue the
New Member award.

After discussion the following
recommendations were passed
coming into effect in 2022-23:

The slate of officers as
presented by The Nominating

1. That no dues be collected
from the OFF membership for
the 2021/2022 year, except for
any new members.
2. That we cease with the Man
and Woman of the Year Award.
10
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The recommendation that
future OFF Annual General
Meetings be held in the barn
at John & Marlene Black’s
farm, with a catered meal &
compensation made to the
Black’s for the use of the barn
was defeated as it was felt that
location and venue for AGM
should be the choice of those
planning the AGM.

Discussions after delicious lunch
November/December 2021

Committee was accepted. Past
President vacant; President
Jim Farrell; Vice President
Don Colter; Secretary Marilyn
Bruinsma; Treasurer Gale
Gray; Directors John Black,
Fred Bruinsma, Burt Hodgins,
Don Jones, Kim Murphy,
Hortense Verburg.
President Jim accepted the
gavel from Marilyn Bruinsma.
Marlene Black was in charge
of “In Memoriam” recognizing
OFF members that have
passed away in the last few
years.

John Black, celebrating his birthday
on September 11, had a cake to share
with us.

Conventions

Apple Pie Bread
1 can apple pie filling,
mashed
1 yellow cake mix
4 eggs, slightly beaten
1 cup self-rising flour
1 Tbsp cinnamon
1 medium chopped apple

The new executive was installed by IFF Director, Dave Hawthorne.

Whisk all dry ingredients,
add wet ingredients. Fold in
apples. Pour into 2 greased
loaf pans. Sprinkle sugar and
cinnamon on top. Bake at
325o F for 34 to 45 minutes.

Cheese Spread
1½ bars Cracker Barrel
cheddar cheese, shredded
1 cup salad dressing (not
mayonnaise)
1 T horseradish or to taste
¼ cup finely shredded onion
Bob Rogerson & Sharon Spurgeon presented the MOY and WOY trophies to Fred
and Marilyn Bruinsma.

Mix together and chill.

Cool Whip Cookies
1 box cake mix, any flavor
1 tub Cool Whip (8 oz.)
1 egg

Glad Glen & Linda Wilcox brought Doug & Carol Wilcox so they could
enjoy Marlene Black’s new toy
November/December 2021

Mix ingredients. Drop by
teaspoonfuls into powdered
sugar to coat. Place on cookie
sheet. Bake at 350o F for
12 minutes. Cool before
removing from cookie sheet.
The International Flying Farmer
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Saskatchewan Flying Farmers Annual Convention

Saskatchewan Flying Farmers
held their Annual Convention
after a Covid hiatus of one year.
March 22nd, we converged on
Manitou Springs Hotel and
Spa, Watrous, SK, Canada’s
Dead Sea.

By Sylvia & Clément Dion
Saskatchewan Flying Farmers

22 members enjoyed the
long awaited get together.
It became apparent from
the Friday afternoon start
that the warmth of personal
assembly is indeed a catalyst
for enjoyment and fulfilment.

Since the treasury is in a
comfortable financial situation,
it was decided to supplement
the registry fee. Following
adjournment of the meeting,
everyone enjoyed l the
traditional evening meal of
PERFECT chicken breasts
accompanied by two luxurious
salads. Next was, you guessed
it, ice cream and brownies with
all the toppings provided by
SFF. Socializing and lots and
lots of catch-up news rounded
out the evening.

Since we were confined to
only one room, the executive
included all the members
present for their deliberations
on the convention proceedings
and financial planning. The
c o s t s o f t h e c o nve n t i o n
were more than prior years.

Saturday morning started with
a plate breakfast being served
as per Covid protocol. Yummy
and plentiful it was! President
Dwight Monteyne reconvened
the meeting with reports
from all officials. Humour
and strategies abounded.

SFF attendees with MFF guest couple
12
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A very special presentation
was made to our 50-year
member Ronald Rogalsky. Ron
was in the picture when the
SFF was having their heyday.
His parents Adam and Olga
Rogalsky gave Ron a very
special treat by belonging to
the flying farmer organization.
Ron was duly presented with
a plaque in acknowledgement
of this milestone.
The noon meal beckoned the
adjournment of the business
meeting. Enjoyed by all was
a delicious LASAGNA again
partnered with garlic toast and
two special salads.
After lunch absentee members
from a few years back, Cal
and Holly Jorstad competently
described to everyone how the
Royal Canadian Air Force, 15

Conventions

Joan & Carl Gilles, 60 years of
marriage celebrating on
November 25

Ron Rogalsky accepting his SFF 50-year membership plaque
from President Dwight Monteyne and Sandra Monteyne

Wing, Moose Jaw, SK operate
pilot training. Cal was decorated
with the rank of honorary
colonel acting as a liaison to
the civilian population as to
what pertains to the NATO
Flying Training in Canada
and the Contracted Flight
Training and Support pilot
training program. Countries
which belong to NATO send
their students to Moose Jaw
for the complete training. The
aircrafts used are CF Harvard
II for basic and the CF 155
Hawk for jet training.

touching tribute to the tenacity
of flying farmers.

I t wa s a n e xc e p t i o n a l l y
e x h i l a ra t i n g m o m e n t t o
recognize four very special
wedding anniversaries, a

Darlene & Ron Witty, 56 years of
marriage celebrated on October 23

RCAF Honorary Colonel Cal Jorstad
sharing information on 15 Wing
Moose Jaw training facility

Imagine the courtesy of the
hotel to have installed a large
screen TV in our meeting
Darlene & Louis Sparks, 65 years of
marriage celebrated on October 13

room so dedicated fans of our
Canadian Football League,
Saskatchewan Roughriders,
could cheer on the team. (Who
knows? Maybe that is what
spurred them on to victory
over the Calgary Stampeders!)

Innis & Gerry Swanson, 63 years of
marriage celebrated on October 25
November/December 2021

Following another scrumptious
breakfast, it was time for
Sunday morning Worship, an
opportune time to remember
flying farmers who have gone
to their eternal rest and to
thank God for His protection
and many blessings.

The International Flying Farmer
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May the beauty of this
joyous Christmas Season
bring you joy and happiness
all year round
IFF Vice President
Diana & Monte Billheimer
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Dou

Through IFF we have made
so many wonderful friends.
Here’s wishing you bundles
of joy, love and peace this
Christmas.
Happy New Year too!
IFF MOY Jeff & Marcia
Thompson

Have a wonderful Christmas!
From the Lewis 5
Zelda
Doug
Walter
Ada
Emily

Sharing warm and joyous
wishes to each of you this
Christmas
Pat Amdor

November/December 2021
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Carl Ray Turned 94!
He celebrated with lunch at home with some
favorite foods (yay chicken fried steak!) and
a special German chocolate birthday cake!
Lovely wife Lillie, daughter Jean Evelyn
Hughes, and neighbor and friend Ginger
Livingston helped him celebrate. Lillie will
turn 94 in April, and they will celebrate their
75th wedding anniversary in June 2022. They
love all their Flying Farmer friends and have
so many happy memories of the trips and
wonderful friendships they made!

Lillie & Carl with daughter Jean Evelyn Hughes

Carl & Lillie with neighbor Ginger Livingston

16
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Announcements from the IFF Office
When you call the IFF Office and Pat doesn’t answer, be sure to leave a
message. It is quite possible that she is in the office but waiting to see who
is calling. There have been an abundance of telemarketer calls and robo calls
on the IFF phone. She has stopped in the middle of a project to answer the
phone only to find out that it was about an extended warranty for the auto
that IFF doesn’t even have, a better deal for AT&T, again which IFF doesn’t
have or some other recorded message. Pat now waits for someone to start
leaving a message with who they are before she answers the phone.
We have many talented writers in IFF and our readers would love to read
something from them. Please consider writing an article for the IFF magazine.
Your article can be anything that you choose to write about. It can be factual
or simply entertaining – surprise us!
When you submit an article for the magazine, please do not submit it as a
PDF, especially if you have photos in it. Articles can be submitted though an
email either in the body of the email, or as a Microsoft Word attachment. If
you have photos to submit, please submit them separately as .jpeg files.
If you haven’t been able to attend an IFF get together for a while (that probably
includes most of us), please submit an article and photos telling us what you’ve
been doing, how your family is, etc. We would love to hear from you!
November/December 2021
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Diana and Monte Billheimer Update
Here it is November 1st, and it feels like winter here. We went from 80 degrees on Saturday
to 40’s on Sunday. The whole family came down Saturday and we took the pool down. I
had all the water out I could get out and then took the shop vac to the rest of the water. It
didn’t take long before it was down and folded up. Now all the tarp, heater, etc. is now in my
garage. Lots of work, but we sure enjoyed it right up till the weekend before it came down.
This past weekend was opening rifle season for deer and both daughter-in-laws got their
does. I thought that was pretty cool, as Monte is the only other one who has a deer tag and
he said he wasn’t even going to try till they got theirs. This was LaDawne’s first big game
she had ever taken and Andrea’s first deer tag (hers was a white tail). I’m not sure who was
more excited the girl’s or Monte.
We did get enough moisture the end of September, first of October to get the wheat planted
and most of it came up, but we do have a couple of fields that do not look good. Just hope
the seed is still there so if we do get some moisture it will come up.
We got all our fall crops, corn, millet and milo out by October 9th and then started harvesting
for a neighbor. He had 2000 acres of milo and it was a struggle. It didn’t dry down like ours
did and so it was slow going for a while. We would be able to do just a little and then stop
and wait a day or so and then try again. Then when we thought we were almost done he
kept adding acres as the ones he had appraised at 6-10 bushel, he decided he wanted us to
go ahead and cut. I think we ended up doing 2400 acres or more. We were all glad to climb
out of the equipment the evening of October 20th. I was so tired. I still don’t think I’m caught
up with sleep and I know I’m way behind on a lot of other things. Maybe I’ll get there over
the winter so I can start again next spring.
I guess the most exciting news we have had is we were nominated to receive the Landowner
of the Year Award and we were unanimously voted as the winner. I was completely shocked
but am excited at the same time. I have been told this is a very prestigious award. I am very
proud of all my family has accomplished over the years and now it’s paying off. We are to be
honored during the Colorado Farm Bureau Annual Meeting which will be November 19-21 in
Denver. Yes, I am busting with Pride.
We are all doing well health wise. Monte is back to his old self, getting all geared up for elk
season, and then deer season in Nebraska. When he can hunt, he is very happy. I’m trying
to get all the details finalized for Alabama. More on that in the Convention Article.
I hope all our Canada members had a wonderful Thanksgiving and were able to spend time
with their families. To our U.S. members, may you all have a Wonderful Thanksgiving and a
Very Merry Christmas!
Till next time, God Bless
18
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IFF MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FUND UPDATE
We have awarded 36 scholarships since the inception of the fund paying out $93,800.
Since 2019 we have had 22 memorials given to the fund.
Starting in 2020 as directed by the Past Presidents at the 2019 meeting in Wichita we started
giving out 2 scholarships each year at $1000 per semester of their junior/senior year of college.
With the last CD being cashed in this past October we will be able to support 2 more candidates
in 2022 through their senior year. It takes $8000 a year to support 4 winners through 2
semesters each year for 2 years. If the funds were to grow to over $8000 in 2022, we could
continue to have candidates apply in 2023 but as of now 2022 will be the last applicants we
can fund.
If you have grandchildren that are eligible (second semester sophomore in college in 2022)
they need to know the following if they wish to apply for the IFF scholarship:
DEADLINE: May 1, 2022
EMAIL YOUR APPLICATION TO WAYNE WILDERMAN: wt.wilderman@gmail.com
WINNERS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY ZELDA LEWIS, Secretary-Treasurer with their first installment
of the scholarship included in that letter. After each semester completion they need to email
their TRANSCRIPT to Zelda at zdlewis@comcast.net who will in turn send them their 2nd
installment and so forth.
COMPLETE RULES AND APPLICATION CAN BE FOUND ON THE IFF WEBSITE:
internationalflyingfarmers.org AND/OR the JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2022 copy of the IFF
MAGAZINE.
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE IFF MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FUND!
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2022 IFF Convention
IFF CONVENTION
FEBRUARY 6-10, 2022
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA
We will be staying at the:

HOLIDAY INN RESEARCH PARK
5903 UNIVERSITY DRIVE
THE ROOM RATE WILL BE $115.00
PLUS LODGING TAX: 15%
CITY TAX: 2%
This rate is good for 2 nights before and 2 nights after. When making your reservations identify
yourself as a member of the IFF & if you want the extra nights before the convention 4th and
5th, and the 2 nights after, 11th and 12th, you must ask for Marissa Kowalski to get these rates
- (256)-830-0600 EXT 7169. She is the Hotel Representative who is in charge of the rooms.
The block of rooms that are saved for us with this price, will be good until JANUARY 15,
2022. If you have to cancel you have up to 24 hours ahead of arrival.
This Hotel has just completed a 5.5-million-dollar renovation, has 195 spacious rooms and
has an onsite restaurant and lounge. It also has a ballroom and other smaller rooms that
will work to have our meetings in. The Holiday Inn has free internet service, several places
to eat within walking distance. There is a pool, laundry, and other amenities. The Huntsville
International Airport is located 10.6 miles from the Hotel and the Hotel provides shuttle service
from the airport.
I hope everyone has their calendars marked and looking into getting room reservations and
deciding on how to get to Huntsville, Alabama. I know we will have a great time just getting
together again.
The schedule is on the registration in this magazine. Please send in your payment, but if you
don’t feel comfortable sending it in the mail, I completely understand this, bring it to Alabama.
HOWEVER PLEASE SEND IN YOUR REGISTRATION SO PAT CAN HAVE A NAME TAG
FOR YOU AND WE HAVE AN IDEA AS TO HOW MANY WILL BE ATTENDING FOR THE
FOOD COUNT. There will not be a late fee on registration this year. I know so many things
are still up in the air, but if this will make everyone feel better, that is fine.
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ALSO, THERE WILL NOT BE A HOSPITALITY ROOM THIS YEAR. With so many health
department regulations, we cannot bring food into the convention area. This also means
you cannot be walking the halls with food in hand. There will be areas to visit and there is a
restaurant in the hotel. Thank you for understanding. We will survive, i promise.
There are two campgrounds that are not too far from the Holiday Inn Research Park:
1. US Space and Rocket Center RV Parks (256) 830-4987
2. Monte Sano State Park (256) 534-3757
Both campgrounds suggest making a reservation ahead of time as they stay busy all year
long. Rates depend on length of stay and space size. Please contact which one you think you
would like to stay at if you are bringing your camper. My personal opinion is the Monte Sano
Park looks the most interesting to stay at and is only 10.2 miles, approximately 23 minutes
to the Holiday Inn Research Park. The Space & Rocket Park is only 4 miles, approximately 10
minutes, but I am not sure if that is right at the center or not.
I would recommend Huntsville Executive Airport/Center for those who will be flying their own
planes. The phone number is (256) 828-1403. The address is actually Meridianville, Alabama
but is only 15 miles from the Holiday Inn and you will need to let either myself or Monte
know when you get in so we can pick you up or make arrangements to have you picked up.
The Center specializes in private and corporate aviation. As a General Aviation airport, KMDQ
makes it easy for your aircraft to get in and out quickly and efficiently. The Center charges
NO ramp, facility or call-out fees and offers great fuel pricing and provides Phillips 66 aviation
fuels. The Executive Airport has a 6500’ runway with LED Lighting as well as ILS, GPS/WAAS,
and VOR approaches to help you get in with almost any weather conditions.
Please keep praying we get to enjoy the sights and beauty of Alabama in February.
Before and during the Civil War, Huntsville was a center for railroad and river-based trade and
commerce. Over time, Huntsville was inhabited by wealthy cotton growers and land speculators
in search of frontier property. The growing town turned toward textile manufacturing,
establishing several mills that helped organize the town into distinct districts that still exist
today as local landmarks of industry and creativity. In the middle of the 20th century, this
bustling town became a critical support line for the U.S. Army before helping to launch the
Space Race with the establishment of NASA and the Marshall Space Flight Center. Space
exploration is celebrated across all of Huntsville. Huntsville is known as “Rocket City USA”.
The U.S. Space & Rocket Center is especially celebrated as Alabama’s most popular attraction.
I hope everyone is looking forward to this as we all need to get reacquainted again. There
will be lots of time to visit as well.
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‘Round the Regions
of guys from the airport.
When the weather was nice,
we could have 4 Stearmans,
C182, C172, C150, & a Citabria
meet for breakfast. Nice group
of guys and lots of fun hangar
By Jeff Thompson
talk, but only get a little more
Wisconsin Flying Farmer
than an hour flying time, so it
Greetings From Wisconsin doesn’t add up much.
October 25, 2021.
Our oldest son Jim is moving
It’s been raining all night over to Frontier Airlines from
and it’s still raining which we United Express after the 1st
haven’t seen in quite some of the year. Marcia & I have
time. For as dry a growing enjoyed quite a few flights
season we’ve had, the field flying standby on United, not
crops have done remarkably sure how things will work
well. The soybeans did close when he’s flying for Frontier.
to 55 bushel an acre, and corn
around 180 bushel an acre. It’s hard to believe we will
Most of the corn came out be celebrating Thanksgiving
of the field under 20 percent in another 4 weeks, then
moisture, which for this area Christmas is right around the
is really dry. My friend who I corner. Have a Happy Holiday,
help in the fall just finished and hope to see many of you
up with all the fall field work, in Huntsville, AL in February.
which is a good two weeks
early. We have a little tiling,
and a water main to install
yet, so we are hoping winter
holds off for a bit longer.
It was so good to hear that
we are having a convention in
February, it’s going to be great
to get together with everyone
again.
I haven’t done much flying
since August, mostly my
flying has been on Sunday
morning’s flying to Palmira,
WI for breakfast with a group
22
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The Iowa/ Missouri Chapter
is having a hard time having
meetings. We have had a
few zoom meetings and one
in-person meeting. Coming
up we have a zoom meeting
on November 20. It will be
at 9 am, if anyone would like
to join us. Larry Jennings is
our host, and you can email
him at ljjen@iowatelecom.net
then Larry will add you to the
list for login information. You
can also email Rhonda for that
information, rhonda.bohrer@
gmail.com.
On December 11th we are
having an in-person meeting.
If you would care to join us,
email Rhonda, or call Dale
at 319-721-5925. You will
be welcome. This will take
place at the Pizza Ranch in
Marion, Iowa. We will gather
at 11 am. The Marion Airport
is one mile away. Who knows
maybe it will be a lovely day
for flying?

The harvest is in full swing in
our area but not without a few
problems. A year ago, August
10th we had a derecho and
lots of damage. Who would
have thought one year to the
day, we would have another
By Dale Bohrer wind event? It was not as bad
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer
this time. The winds last year
It has been such a long time were 140 mph for 45 minutes.
since we have seen our Flying This time it was 80 mph and
Farmer friends. I know Rhonda went through like a normal
and I are looking forward to storm. There are crops that
the trip to Huntsville, Alabama. are down which adds extra
harvest time and expenses.
November/December 2021

My crops were late getting
in therefore I haven’t started
harvest. The crops look good,
and I hope for a safe and
plentiful harvest. I hope to see
all of you in Huntsville.

By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer
The Pacific Northwest has
had a DRY summer and early
fall. We wondered if it would
ever rain again. With this dry
weather, the summer-like
temperatures remained and
we even planned a flying
farmer picnic for October 15!
Several days before that date,
the weather turned cold and

‘Round the Regions
windy and we started trying
to come up with an alternate
plan. Alas, there is a small
café in a tiny town in the same
area where we had planned
the picnic. We were able to
By Jack Vandervalk
make reservations there and
Alberta Flying Farmer
had a delightful time and a
short business meeting.
With all the pandemic
problems I did not do my
T h e Wa s h i n g t o n F l y i n g job of reporting because not
Farmers are going strong. We much was happening. In
have things planned through talking to some Alberta flying
December. The last several Farmers there is a few that
years we have not met in plan to head south this winter.
January and February, but Wayne and Terry Wilderman
start monthly meets in March. and Don and Mary Althen plan
to head south this month.
I am also very happy to
report that we have had some We also learned that Ron
measurable rain the last of Wright is in the Lacombe
October!
Hospital which keep Helen
busy going to see him. Most
of the rest of us have stayed
close to home because Alberta
has again had lockdowns with
a 3rd and 4th wave of covid.
Merry and I feel fortunate
that we live in the country and
are not affected as the urban
residents are.

Clockwise starting at the left: Sheila Slinkard, Nina & Jerry Richardson, Audrey
Ledgerwood, Chris & Bob Clinesmith, Colene & Art Sager. Photo by Andy Slinkard

In late August, Merry and
I flew to Lacombe with 2
Grandsons to a 60th wedding
anniversary. I went to school
Him and Merry went to school
with her even though we live
in separate towns. I should do
more flying, but it seems there
is always more important
things to be done.
Continued on page 24
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Continued from page 23
My son Gerald is about to get
his license but due to slow
response of the Canadian
DOT. He is waiting for some
paperwork to finish.
We had a very dry hot summer
but yesterday we received 4
tenths of rain followed by 6
to 8 inches of wet snow. It
was good moisture but comes
too late for this year. Hay
and pasture were scarce and
expensive. So as a result, we
ranchers are hoping we will
make it through this coming
winter. With the dry conditions
our family has had a lot of
opportunity to do livestock
water development with the
neighbors. We make a lot of
water troughs out of used
Mine Truck tires.
Our Alberta Queen and
president are still working on
a convention in April 2022 if
this pandemic settles down.
For the U.S. members we wish
you a happy Thanksgiving. To
everyone, Merry and I pray
you will have a Blessed and
Healthy Christmas.
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Groaners
1. “Dad, are we pyromaniacs?” “Yes, we arson
2. What do you call a pig with laryngitis? Disgruntled.
3. Writing my name in cursive is my signature move.
4. Why do bees stay in their hives during winter? Swarm.
5. If you’re bad at haggling, you’ll end up paying the price.
6. Just so everyone’s clear, I’m going to put my glasses on.
7. A commander walks into a bar and orders everyone around.
8. I lost my job as a stage designer. I left without making a scene.
9. Never buy flowers from a monk. Only you can prevent
florist friars.
10. How much did the pirate pay to get his ears pierced? A
buccaneer.
11. I once worked at a cheap pizza shop to get by. I kneaded the
dough.
12. My friends and I have named our band ‘Duvet’. It’s a cover band.
13. I lost my girlfriend’s audiobook, and now I’ll never hear the
end of it.
14. Why is ‘dark’ spelled with a k and not c? Because you can’t
see in the dark.
15. Why is it unwise to share your secrets with a clock? Well, time
will tell.
16. When I told my contractor I didn’t want carpeted steps, they
gave me a blank stare.
17. Bono and The Edge walk into a Dublin bar and the bartender
says, “Oh no, not U2 again.”
18. Prison is just one word to you, but for some people, it’s a whole
sentence.
19. Scientists got together to study the effects of alcohol on a
person’s walk, and the result was staggering.
20. I’m trying to organize a hide and seek tournament, but good
players are really hard to find.
21. I got over my addiction to chocolate, marshmallows, and nuts.
I won’t lie, it was a rocky road.
22. What do you say to comfort a friend who’s struggling with
grammar? There, their, they’re.
23. I went to the toy store and asked the assistant where the
Schwarznegger dolls are and he replied, “Aisle B, back.
24. What did the surgeon say to the patient who insisted on closing
up their own incision? Suture self.
25. I’ve started telling everyone about the benefits of eating dried
grapes. It’s all about raisin awareness .
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Miscellaneous Photos of IFF Members
(stolen from Facebook)

Diane & Larry Dahl

Art Sager
Diana Ham

Davene & Jerry Brown

Alex Knox

Don & Barbara Leis with grandsons

Colene Sager

Carol Detje

Carl & Lillie Ray

Carol van Rossum with daughters

Burl & Cathy Scherler Family
November/December 2021
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More “Stolen” Photos

Doug & Emily Lewis
Diana Billheimer

Jim Riggan

Gord Abra

Nancy Abra

Teri & Mark Kramer

Kay Riggan

Kimberly & Ed Hash

Karen Bradd & grandson

Love Liebl
Howie & Neida Fischer

Janet & Gene Shore

The International Flying Farmer

Paula Kramer

Joan & Bill Lieber

Joanne Wiegel
Joel & Tina Wharton
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Ellen Jane
Anderson
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Marilyn Arneson &
Pat Amdor

Louise Duffin
1933-2021
Louise Stoddard Duffin, 88,
returned to her Father in
Heaven on Sunday, August
15, 2021, with her family
nearby.
Louise was born May 1, 1933,
in Leota, UT to Raymond
Smith and Elna Jorgensen
Stoddard. She met L. Keith
Duffin at a dance while
attending Brigham Young
University. They were sealed
together on August 1, 1952,
in the Idaho Falls LDS Temple.
The couple had 6 children.

Memorial
Former Members
Sid Taylor – Saskatchewan –
10/7/20
Kay Wilmeth – Oklahoma –
6/21/21
Alice Wyss – Wisconsin –
9/12/21
Lola Dana – Arizona –
10/4/21
Judy Loudenslager – Ohio –
10/14/21
Walter Christison –
Minnesota – 10/14/21

Louise was a member of
the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. The
Gospel, her Heavenly Father
and her Savior Jesus Christ
were a high priority in her
life.
Louise loved to vacation
with her husband Keith.
They were members of
International Flying Farmers
and attended many tri-state
and national conventions.
She made lasting friendships
with this group.

Della Mae (Johnson) Hoffman,
age 87, passed away of natural
causes on September 19,
2021, at her home.
She was born April 12, 1934,
on a farm in southern Lake
County to Dell and Ethel
(Sherman) Johnson. Della
graduated from Madison High
School in 1952 and attended
a one-year business course at
General Beadle State College,
now Dakota State University.
She was married to Conrad
Hoffman on May 22, 1953. She
was employed by the College,
Sears Catalog store and
Northwestern Public Service
from 1969 to 1996. Della
was active in the Business
and Women’s Professional
Club, LeRoy Ladies Club, 4-H,
and the South Dakota Flying
Farmers. She enjoyed many
travels to visit her children and
grandchildren with Conrad as
pilot.
She is survived by her husband
Conrad and their 6 children;
Debra Vandeberg of Madison,
SD, Carrie Ahern of Durango,
Co, Charlie Hoffman of Carmel,
CA, Connie Knapp of Madison,
SD, Kristi Schwader of Howard,
SD and Craig Hoffman of
Madison, SD; 19 grandchildren
and 14 great-grandchildren.

Louise is survived by her
husband of 69 years, Loraine
Keith Duffin; 6 children; 29
grandchildren; 79 greatgrandchildren and two greatgreat-grandchildren.
She is preceded in death by
her parents and sister.

Della Hoffman
1934-2021

She was preceded in death by
her parents.
November/December 2021
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Interesting Airplane Facts
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•

The contrails of a plane primarily consist of frozen, crystallized water vapor. They also
contain carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxide, sulfate particles, and soot. Some conspiracy
theorists claim that the government and military have planted harmful chemicals in
contrails.

•

The FAA requires that all airplanes be capable of being evacuated in 90 seconds. It
takes only a minute and half for a fire to spread and engulf a plane.

•

Aircraft radar cannot detect turbulence. Turbulence can occur in clear, cloudless weather
as well as in bad weather. It is the number one cause of in-flight injuries.

•

Turbulence is caused by several factors, including jet streams and masses of rising
hot air. Other causes include currents from storms, other planes, or air passing over
mountains.

•

Research indicates that people fall in love with flight attendants at first sight more than
any other professions (including restaurant servers and strippers).

•

If a plane needs to make an emergency landing, a pilot may decide to dump fuel from
its wings. While it’s not very common, it is a safety procedure to keep the plane from
experiencing an overweight landing. The fuel usually evaporates before it reaches the
ground.

•

A woman and her daughter were arrested when they tried to smuggle the woman’s
dead husband in a wheelchair onto a plane. They had covered his eyes with sunglasses
and told authorities he was just sleeping.

•

If a cabin is pressurized and an airplane door came open in midflight at a high altitude,
the sudden opening could cause items and people to get sucked out. However,
pressurization in the cabin and a plug-type door (a door that is bigger than the opening),
makes it near impossible for even multiple people to open a door during a flight.

•

A 66-year-old man tried to smuggle cocaine on a plane—via a cast made out of the
drug. He had even purposefully broken his leg in case airport authorities X-rayed it. He
almost got away with his crime, but when authorities found other sources of cocaine
hidden in his luggage, they decided to also test the cast.

•

The air on airplanes is filtered by the same technology that filters air in hospitals, so
while the tray table may harbor germs, the air is clean.
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When submitting
an article for the
magazine, please
remember that if
that article has
been published
in another publication (including
chapter newsletters) WRITTEN
PERMISSION
FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE ARTICLE AND THE
PUBLICATION is
necessary in order for the article
to be reprinted in
our magazine

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents: Make note
of the following deadlines for upcoming issues of the International
Flying Farmer magazine.
Issue
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline
Jan. 1
Mar. 1
May 1
July 1
Sept. 1
Nov. 1

Please remember
to notify the IFF
Office when you
change addresses
for the winter and
again when you
return home
IFF does not accept credit cards

NOTICES
IFF Memorial Scholarship
Fund Donations
All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax purposes
since the IFF Memorial
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution. They
should be sent to:
IFF Past Presidents
c/o Zelda Lewis
21527 Larch Drive
Plainfield, IL 60544-6345

Please inform the
IFF office when a
member or former
member of your
chapter passes
away

NAME ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
CHILD ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
CHILD ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________
EMAIL _______________________________________________________________
OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________
AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
Year
Make
Model
N-number

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year
Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers
Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________
Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation,
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America. While
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers. Direct
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is: To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore
and emphasize the importance of flying and the
use of the airplane in agricultural production,
including the breeding, raising and feeding of
livestock; and to engage in research and extension
service, including publishing magazines or other
periodicals to disseminate among its members
information pertaining to the purposes of the
organization.

