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President’s Report

The last few months have
been quite an education for
me. For a lot of years, I have
wondered where agricultural
reporters and farmers get
their data when planning for
their crops. Never did I realize
the extent that United States
Department of Agriculture
has a division that gathers
this information. Under the
National Association of State
Department of Agriculture,
the re is a g ro up cal led
National Agricultural Statistics
Service. They use older
farmers, or whomever they
can recruit, to gather this
information. Farmers are a
group of people who really
don’t appreciate sharing the
statistics concerning their
farming operations. The
surveys they are asked to
complete, sometimes border
on way too much information
in the wrong hands.
Recently I have become
acquainted with some of
these surveys, and it has
been downright interesting
just how this information can
4
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be used, over a period of
time, to be able to forecast
the health of the American
Farmer. One of the surveys I
have been able to work with
can quite accurately forecast
the quantity and quality of a
corn crop. When you enter a
field of corn and pick an area
that is far enough into the
field to get properly irrigated,
or on dry-land away from
the edge of a field, to not
be bothered by pests, you
can measure 2 rows of corn
15 feet long, measure the
row spacing, you can count
the number of plants in that
area, and calculate how many
plants are in an acre. Then by
measuring the diameter of the
ears and count the number
of rows of corn on each ear,
with the proper computer
software, you are able to
calculate, within reason, the
health of that corn crop. After
harvest, you can go back to
that same spot, brush aside
all the leaves and stalks,
count the number of kernels
laying on the ground, and
get a close estimate of the
amount of grain wasted and
damaged by the machinery
used for harvest. Now take
all this information, and with
March/April 2021

By Harry Bartel
Kansas Flying Farmer

the proper algorithms, you
will receive the crop reports
from people, such as John J.
Jenkinson III, (son of Jack
Jenkinson) who works for
RFD-TV, and you get estimates
of the volume and health of
the corn crops.
Years ago, I was taught a
certain distrust of those fellows
requesting those surveys,
thinking it would be easy to
use this information in a wrong
way to harm the farming
operation. Now seeing how
this information is handled, I
have changed my mind. All
this information, along with
the crop scouts looking for
bugs and observing the
general health of the crop, is
used to determine the proper
nutrients, and the amounts
to apply to that field, and
raise the best crop possible
for the conditions. All this,
and the general public thinks
the farmer just goes out,
scratches the dirt, scatters
some seed, waits for harvest,
hauls the crop to the elevator,
exchanges that grain for some
money, buys some groceries,
goes home and waits for
next year. While there may
have been some truth in this

years ago, it has become
quite different today. Some
truth is almost worse than
no truth. This is how stories
get started. This is also
the reason many farmers
today have some degree
in agriculture and business
management. All this, and
they better have a good
banker to work with, who also
has a good sense of humor.

physical labor. I have been
learning to leave that type of
work for those who still have
not learned not to abuse their
bodies. Oh, the price we pay
for that! I get to travel a lot,
and I really do enjoy it. It is
a good feeling to eat supper
with a farmer, when he knows
I am going for his new pickup
the next morning, which was
found for him in Phoenix, and
60 hours later it appears in
The past few years have been his yard. Yes, I know most
a real education for me. Since people cannot drive that way,
a workplace injury has left me and the day will come that
without so-called real job, I I will not be able to do that
have taken the opportunity to either. But working for a used
try my hand at work that does vehicle dealer has its benefits
not necessarily require a lot of as well as drawbacks. To see

the number of hours he sits
scanning computer screens
looking for that certain vehicle
the customer is looking for,
I am happy he can do it. I
can’t. It takes a team to do
this successfully. He has a
good idea of what he has
to have to pay for his time,
the shop time to clean and
prepare the vehicle, and for
having someone fetch it, and
bring it home safely.
Stay safe! It’s a short life, but
please enjoy it.

We invite you to help us celebrate the 95th birthday of Doug Wilcox, a longtime member
of the Ontario Chapter, which is on Thursday, March 18th, 2021.
The family would like Doug to receive 95 birthday wishes, (the number of greetings
we are hoping for), to commemorate this significant milestone. Therefore, we would
appreciate it if you would send along birthday greetings in the form of a mailed birthday
card or in an email. All emails will be printed off for him to enjoy.
Please forward all correspondence re Doug’s birthday to:
Glenn & Linda Wilcox
251 McBride Point Drive
Westport, Ontario
K0G 1X0
Canada
(Please add “For DW” on the front of the envelope!)
Email: glennwilcox4@gmail.com (Subject line – “For DW”)
Thank you for taking the time to consider this request – we know that Doug will be
thrilled to hear from as many of you as possible, even beyond the 18th of March.
March/April 2021
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IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund History
The IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund was organized to commemorate IFF members who
have given much of their time, talent and resources to ensure continued success of the
IFF organization. Donations made to the Fund are utilized to provide an annual college
completion scholarship award to a deserving student who must be a lineal descendant
of an active IFF member and meets other qualifications as outlined on the scholarship
application form.
Donations to the fund are encouraged and serve as a memorial for IFF members who
have given so much of their personal time, talent and resources for betterment of the
IFF organization. The fund is an IRS 501(c)(3) charitable organization and donations
made to it are fully deductible for income tax purposes in the U.S. Canadian members
should consult a tax practitioner for tax deductibility north of the border.

Contributions made to the IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund should be mailed
to Zelda Lewis, Treasurer, 21527 Larch Drive, Plainfield, IL 60544-6345.
Please Note: Total contributions of at least $150 in memory of any IFF member will
ensure that person’s listing on an IFF Memorial Plaque. The plaque is located among
artifacts of the International Flying Farmers in the Aviation in American Agricultural
Exhibit at the Mid-America Air Museum in Liberal, KS.
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2021 IFF Memorial Scholarship Award
OPPORTUNITY FOR COLLEGE COMPLETION SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MAY 1, 2021
The IFF Memorial Scholarship award is made each year to one student who will be entering his/her
junior year at a college of his/her choice. The award funds four semesters of studies predicated upon
the maintenance of a “C” or better grade point average. The scholarship recipient will receive $1,000
per semester up to a total award of $4,000.
The IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund for college completion was established as an IRS 501(c)(3) charitable
organization and is administered by Past Presidents of the IFF to benefit lineal descendants of an
active* IFF member.
The student to receive this award will be selected from the group of applicants who submit
their applications by May 1st of the applicant’s sophomore year in college. The applicant
must be related to and recommended by an IFF member of the International Flying Farmers,
who is currently in good standing. The recipient of the scholarship award is chosen from the
applications received by an experienced professional selection person having no connection
with IFF, any of its members or employees.
The Fund has assisted thirty (30) students since it was originally established. The Fund is perpetuated
by contributions made to the Fund in memory of IFF members who have contributed so much of their
time and talent to benefit the IFF organization. Contributions to the Memorial Scholarship Fund are
fully deductible for U.S. income tax purposes.
Applications for the Memorial Scholarship Award must be received by May 1, 2021. The student
receiving the award is notified in May and the award is presented at the International Flying Farmer
Convention that summer.
Applications are available from the IFF website: http://www.internationalflyingfarmers.org (left
side of homepage)
Students: Mail completed application packets to:

IFF Memorial Fund Scholarship Award Committee
c/o Wayne Wilderman
Box 220
Blackie, AB T0L 0J0
Canada

NOTE – International postage is required for mailing from the U.S. to Canada

*Denotes: a member of the International Flying Farmers who has paid dues for the current year
March/April 2021
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NOMINATION GUIDELINES
IFF Man of the Year &
IFF Woman of the Year
Eligibility: Persons to be considered may be active or associate members in good standing who have
contributed to the organization both in their local chapter and on the international level in the areas
of interest, time, participation and service. A person who has outstandingly helped to promote the
values and standards of the IFF is a likely candidate. This person does not have to be the local chapter
Man or Woman of the Year; many of these worthy members are not active on the international level.
This should remain a chapter honor. Nominations for the same person may be submitted in successive
years.
Procedure: Forms may be obtained on the IFF website or from the IFF office. Chapters are encouraged
to submit nominations. Individual members may also make nominations. Nominations will be received,
reviewed and selected by the IFF Executive Committee. Nominations may only be made on an official
form. All forms must be signed by their senders. If forms are emailed or faxed to the IFF office, they
must be followed up by a formed mailed at the postal service.
Completed forms are DUE IN THE IFF office by May 31st.

NOMINATION GUIDELINES
IFF AIRPORT OPERATOR OF THE YEAR
Eligibility: Chapters should submit written resumes of airport operators they feel are deserving of
recognition. Nominations should be made of those airport operators who have been of service to
their communities and the general public.
Procedure: Written resumes and any supporting documentation must be received at the IFF office by
May 31st. Nominations will be reviewed by the IFF Executive Committee and a selection will be made.
The award is presented at IFF Convention.
Completed forms are due in the IFF office by May 31st.

8

The International Flying Farmer

March/April 2021

Gift of Flight Award II
This flight incentive scholarship is offered annually by the late Tom Ruble and his family of
Oklahoma in memory of the late Polly Ruble and the late Broneta Evans. Both were experienced,
proficient pilots and active members of IFF.

Eligibility Requirements:

1. The award is for females of any age who are current IFF family members. Previous flight
instruction is acceptable.

General Provisions:

1. This award is be used for initial flight instruction or advancement of a flight rating in the
amount of $1200 and will be paid directly to the instructor/flight school upon IFF’s receipt
of the instructor’s/flight school’s invoice.
2. Application for this award is to be sent to the IFF Office Manager. Upon receipt he or she
will notify the applicant of receiving the application.
3. The applicant is asked to provide a brief explanation describing her interest in flying, what if
any flight instruction she has had so far and why she wants to pursue an additional and/or
initial flight rating.
4. An award committee appointed by the IFF President shall consist of 3 members at large.
The IFF Office Manager will forward all applications to this committee by May 1 of each
year.
5. The Award committee’s final decision will be announced by IFF by June 15 of each year.
————————————————————————————————————————

GIFT OF FLIGHT AWARD II ENTRY FORM
NAME OF APPLICANT: ________________________________________________
IFF Chapter: __________________Years of IFF membership: _________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________
APPLICANT’S BIRTH DATE: ____________________On the back of this application please explain
your interest in learning to fly or to continue your instruction. Explain what flight instruction you
may have already have had, if any, and why you are interested in pursuing flight training.
Applicant’s signature:_______________________________________Date:___________
Revised 12/2013

March/April 2021
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Special Feature

Flying Farmers Care for the Land, Look to the Skies
This article was originally published
in the January 19 issue or The
Delmarva Farmer and is reprinted
with permission of the journalist,
Sean Clougherty.

As a buyer for his family’s
company H & H Poultry,
W h a r t o n ’s g r a n d f a t h e r,
Horace Pepper, used his plane
decades ago to visit farms on
Delmarva to survey growers’
flocks.

parts of the United States,
small aircraft played a large
role on farms, checking on
livestock or irrigation systems
in distant fields, delivering
feed and fetching parts in fast
fashion during harvest time.

But Wharton mainly uses
his single engine four-seat
light airplane, which was
initially owned by Pepper,
for recreation, taking up
friends and first-time flyers
and connecting with other
farmer aviators in the region
and around North America
through the International
Flying Farmers.

“For some people, an airplane
was as important as a tractor,”
Wharton said.
Harry Bartel, IFF President
from Hugoton, KS, said
airplanes’ use for the farm,
outside of aerial application,
has fallen off as agriculture
has changed. With equipment
so technologically advanced,
farmers are doing less of their
own repairs and large dealer
networks move parts more
efficiently than decades ago.
Still, Bartel said, there are
some exceptions, recalling a
farmer friend in South Dakota
who flies to his mailbox miles
from home then checks
windmills on his property
while he’s in the air.

Flying Farmers got its start
n e a r l y 8 0 ye a r s a g o i n
Oklahoma after an Extension
specialist and newspaper editor
toured the state interviewing
farmer pilots and saw an
Millsboro, Del. – Whether opportunity to bring them
it’s on his fields or in his together. A state organization
chicken houses, Joel Wharton in Oklahoma launched in 1944
makes his living off the land. and a year later, the national
But when time and weather group lifted off, eventually
permits, he takes to the skies going international to include Regardless of what the planes
Canada and Mexico.
are used for, members said
in his Cessna 182.
the main component of
Locally,
Pepper
was
integral
in
Flying Farmers is fellowship.
“It’s definitely a stress reliever,”
Wharton said of flying. “Even founding the Delmarva Flying Pepper for years hosted an
annual pancake breakfast for
if you can get away for a few Farmers chapter in 1959.
members at Laurel Airport.
hours. My grandfather used
At
the
same
time
the
groups
Local chapters hold regular
to call it ‘taking some weight
were
taking
shape
in
many
get-togethers with farm tours
off the earth’”.
Sussex County, DE farmer, Joel Wharton stands with his Cessna 182 airplane. Farming about 800 acres with
his brother, Scott, Joel’s also an avid
aviator and member of International
Flying Farmers. (photo by Sean Clougherty)
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and other area attractions.
They award scholarships and
name a queen each year.
“This is a very, very familyoriented group,” said Wharton’s
wife, Tina, who was named
IFF Queen in 2013. “Before
COVID hit, we were trying to
do things once a month,” Tina
said. “We’re still hoping to go
to some more things once this
clears up.”
Laurel farmers Dave and
Janice Tranberg learned about
the aviation group in the
early 1980s on a visit to
Tangier Island where they
met member Richard West
who invited them to a fly-in
event at Lawrence and Muriel
Ewing’s Shady Side Farm in
Easton, MD. “It was a good
time for all of us, it really was,”
Dave said, adding that before
they left the fly-in, Muriel,
a longtime Flying Farmers
advocate, who died in May,
convinced them to become
members. “She was really
a mom-mom for everybody,”
Dave said of Muriel. “She
was great.” Dave now serves
as the Delmarva Chapter
President and Janice as its
treasurer.

Special Feature

in its membership but that’s
fallen to about 275 families.
we wouldn’t have otherwise,” The member decline led to
Tina said with Joel adding, many eastern state chapters
“And met a lot of people. joining to hold events together.
There’s something in common Tranberg said the Mid-Atlantic
there before you even get Region now holds about 36
members from Vermont to
together.”
Maryland.
The 2020 Convention was
cancelled due to COVID-19, Members said there are a lot
but plans are underway of challenges in getting more
to resume in 2021 with a younger members. Bartel
convention in July in South said young adults are working
Dakota. Members also bring more and multiple jobs and
their curiosity for farming there’s a myriad of activities
they aren’t familiar with, the competing with aviation.
Joel Wharton challenged the
Whartons said.
notion that it’s too expensive,
As poultry farmers, Tina however, noting in general
said local farmers are pretty costs compare well to owning
familiar with how their farm a boat, camper or other similar
operates but it fascinates recreational activities. “It
members from other parts depends how much you like
of the country. “To them, it,” he said. “When you’re able
their mouth is hanging open. to get away, you definitely
They’re on every word,” she enjoy it.”
said. “I think we talk about
farming just as much if not
more than flying.”

Like farming in general,
members said Flying Farmers
has struggled to get younger
people involved. “When
Janice and I joined, we were
sort of the middle-younger”
group, Dave Tranberg said.
At the international level, the “The problem is we’re still
group’s annual convention the middle-younger group, 40
in the summer brings Flying years later.”
Farmers together from across
the continent. “We’ve see a Bartel said up to the late 80s
lot and done a lot of things IFF had over 1,000 families
March/April 2021
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Special Feature

Keeping Adrian Busy
(A COVID Project)

It’s a long story, which started
about 1990. The wife and I
were in the car coming home
from Simcoe along the St.
Johns Road, and there it sat
on a wagon with a for-sale
sign. I just had to stop and
ask, did it run and how much?

an adult beverage and would
watch and listen to it run
(sometimes). I think I was
more entertained than she
was. Go figure!!

By Adrian Verburg
Ontario Flying Farmer

rpm, etc..

So fast forward to fall of 2020,
Adrian is bored. Time to get
her running. Put in some fuel
which ran out along with a
couple of mice that were really
But you know things change put out. (old and new above)
and you get busy with other They just don’t make fuel
stuff like airplanes and such. tanks to last.
Now I didn’t have the $50 and So, for many years the old
running may be an option. engine lived under a tarp.
However I was hooked and Every once in a while, I would
left the owner with $10 and get the itch to start it, but it
a promise to return with the refused.
truck.
For you internet sleuths, it is
Now for a couple of years an International Harvester/
after I got it running, the McCormick Deering serial
wife and I would pull up a #77812, Type “ M” See if you
couple of chairs along with can find the year, horse power, The picture of the mag gear
has teeth missing and is made
12
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engine shows three brass
valves, yes really, three valves.

For you internet sleuths,
perhaps you can find out. Two
of the valves are used for fuel,
why two? What fuel? What
is the third valve for? Hint
WW2 aircraft engines used
this same technology.
AH!!! at last she runs, who
says you can’t turn the clock
back 30 years – almost?

of white metal. Yep it is a
mag but not like our airplane
engines. For the internet
sleuths, google International
H a r ve s t e r, L o w Te n s i o n
Magneto, type “ L”. Where
does one get a gear?? How
does one boost the magnets??
There is no spark plug, never
was.

Now the cast-iron mixer
(carburetor) was so rusty,
that when the sandblaster hit
it, daylight appeared in three
places, something else to fix.
This view of the mixer, now
repaired and back on the
March/April 2021
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Special Feature

How a Reformed Mennonite Girl Became a
Pioneering Female Air Force Academy Grad and Pilot
in a man’s world, I expected
to don the same uniform my
mother and all the women
in our church wore: white
cap, black bonnet, and a
long, dark-colored dress.
An insular community, we
barricaded ourselves from the
“corruptions” of television,
m ov i e s , j e w e l r y, h i g h e r
education, and anyone who
believed differently than
we did. Voting and serving
in the military were strictly
Patty Bear
forbidden. Becoming a pilot
The mesmerizing Siberian would have been unthinkably
wilderness passes 35,000 feet “worldly”—off limits even to
below at a barely discernible the men in our Church.
600 miles an hour, and I
marvel at what the passage And yet, here I sit as part
of time has brought. At one of the five percent of airline
time, an American airliner pilots who are women, and an
flying over the Soviet Union even smaller number who are
would have been shot down. captains. I am still a woman
Momentarily disoriented, I in a man’s world, but the
stare at the instruments of repressive indoctrination that
the Boeing 777 cockpit and once shackled me no longer
consider another astonishing rules my life.
shift: there is no logical route
from where I began to this Ironically, my father played a
place and this moment. pivotal role in my escape from
Perhaps I only imagined the our iron-fisted community.
circumstances that catapulted His excommunication and
me out of one world and into subsequent shunning ignited
another?
a court battle that reached the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court
Born into a culture where and sparked an explosion
girls were trained to be silent, of national media coverage
submissive, and obedient, lasting nearly a decade.
and to know a woman’s place Treated as a “folk hero” with
14
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a cause, my father’s story
was covered by the New York
Times, the Washington Post,
People magazine, and others,
including Canadian television
and newspapers.
Behind the glare of publicity,
however, my mother and the
six of us children were living
a private nightmare. My father
confiscated the family car and
checkbook, shut off electricity
and heat, carted away our
food, and even subjected
my siblings and me to loyalty
tests. Eventually, we fled.
Living on the run from his
terrorism while bound to the
frustrating doctrine of “turn
the other cheek,” a fierce
desire for independence was
awakened in me, along with
a vow to take a different path
than my female ancestors
had.
Joseph Campbell said: “Follow
your bliss and the Universe
will open doors where once
there were only walls.” Yet
what called me could hardly
be called blissful: a sport
requiring gritty determination;
my brother’s advice to take
the hardest courses available,
including four years of math
and science; a job that had
begun in fifth grade; flying
lessons that made me airsick

and that I couldn’t afford. But
an announcement at school
one day that a cadet from the
US Air Force Academy was
about to make a presentation
in the guidance counselor’s
office changed everything. My
pacifist background meant I
had no clue what the AFA was,
but I was drawn to attend
nonetheless.
Through that door I discovered
the answer to my dream
of stepping into my own
light—and that everything I’d
pursued had prepared me for
this opportunity. Forever after,
I would trust this mysterious
path of following the call of
my wild soul. Its breadcrumb
trail would not only place me
in the seventh AFA class that
included women and take me
to the capitals of the world,
but it would lead me to a life
I never could have imagined
as a little girl.

Special Feature
the New York Times, The
Washington Post, People
magazine, Good Morning
America, and many more.
Her escape chronicled in From
Plain to Plane: My Mennonite
Childhood, a National Scandal,
and an Unconventional Soar
to Freedom, chronicles her
improbable journey out of
a centuries-old culture to
freedom and much bigger
life. This path would lead her
to graduate from the US Air
Force Academy, serve as an
aircraft commander in the
first Gulf War, and become an
international airline captain.
This path of liberation Patty
embarked on as a child has
been a lifelong reminder to
her of what is possible when
we follow the Call of the Wild
Soul.

About
Patty Bear rose out of the
cloistered world of the “Plain
People” of Pennsylvania,
where voting and serving
in the military were strictly
forbidden and where women
were expected to be silent,
submissive, and obedient
to their husbands. She was
catapulted out of that world
due to a scandal her father
initiated that captured the
nation’s attention for more
than a decade in prominent
media outlets, such as:

Aviation Trivia
1.The first solo flight across the
Atlantic Ocean was performed
by:
a. Charles Lindbergh
b. William T. Colbert
c. Charlie J. Wright
2. Which aircraft was used
on the first cross Atlantic solo
flight?
a. “The Heart of
Sussie”
b. “The Spirit of St.
Louis”
c. The Thunderbird”
3.Who was the first Air Traffic
Controller?
a. Bill Kindersley
b. Jeffrey Myers
c. Archie League
4.Which of these is a military
aircraft?
a. F-17
b. A-300
c.Boeing 727
5.What does supersonic
mean?
a. Faster than the
speed of sound.
b. Really loud.
c. Faster than the
speed of light.
6.Which one of these aircraft is
supersonic?
a. Learjet
b. Concorde
c. Boeing-747
7.Which aircraft is known as
“Hercules”?
a. C-5
b. C-135
c. C-130
8.Which aircraft has a motor
but no wings?
a. Rocket
b. Glider
c. Blimp
Answers on page 25

March/April 2021
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Remembering
By Audrey Ledgerwood
Washington Flying Farmer
I opened the top drawer
of my desk. There laid a
journal. John and I keep a
journal when we travel. I
write down the mileage for
the day, the money we spent
and what we did. My eye
caught the year 2014 and the
adventures of that summer.
We were off to Colorado for
a wonderful adventure for
three weeks. One night we
stayed in Ogden, a busy town
because of a Jehovah Witness
Convention. The next day
we drove to Helper, UT to
see a large statue of a coal
miner. The name Helper got
its name from the railroad
needing to add an engine
to help trains get over the
mountains. Then on to the
boring desolate part of Utah
to Silverthorn, Colorado where
we met up with our son Boris
and Lori who had rented a
house for the family vacation
of 9 people. We would get
together for breakfast and
dinner and split up during
the day. Leadville was close
and John and I wanted to
see the highest public airport
(9,927 ft) in the US. To get to
Leadville we drove over a pass
16
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thru the town of Climax where
they still mine Molybdenum.
The airport had a nice long
paved runway (6,400 ft).
Remember a mile is 5,280 ft.
A little dip in the landscape
makes it impossible to see
from end to end. Can you
imagine landing on a day
in July or August when the
temperature can get up to 85
degrees? With the density
altitude I would want to take
off at sunrise with less than
full fuel. We also visited the
mining museum and rode a
tourist train around town.
After visiting with relatives
for four days we headed for
Denver.

Art & Mary Gruber

tour of the bronzes at Benson
Park. That evening we went
to a free concert in Loveland.

4:30 A.M. comes early but we
got up to catch the bus for a
pre-tour to Glenwood Springs
via a train ride that was 2 ½
hours late getting in so we
missed shopping in Glenwood
Springs. We were glad we
ate lunch on the train. A taco
bar dinner and a soak in the
We had a couple of errands mineral water pool relaxed us
to do in Denver and since it and we slept well that night.
was raining so hard, we drove
to Loveland and our next
adventure, the IFF Convention.
We were a couple of days
early but we weren’t the only
ones who had checked in to
the beautiful Embassy Suite
The pool at Glenwood Springs
Hotel. On July 31 we were
able to book a tour of the
Colorado Bronze Foundry. I had taken so many pictures
Later at the hotel we picked I had trouble downloading
up Art and Mary Gruber to them into the computer (no
iPhone at that time) On the
bus trip back to Loveland we
March/April 2021

saw the destruction caused by
a flood the year before.

Special Feature

It was Keith Schumacher
There are always fun things making ice cream with his
at a convention. We had small engine connected to
enough free time to see part the old-fashioned ice cream
of a county fair that was in maker.
progress close by.
The tours at the convention
A u g u s t 4 s t a r t e d t h e were great. There is a seed
convention with the business lab in that area that keeps
meeting followed by the
men’s and women’s luncheon

Seed storage at the seed lab

the planet. After a tour of
the Budweiser plant, a stop
at the hotel for a sack lunch
we were off to Estes Park to
have dinner at the old Estes
Park Hotel.
August 6 was the last day of
the convention. That night
at dinner we sat with Monte
and Dianna Billheimer enjoyed
the conversation and the
coronation.
August 7, we got an early start
because Bob & Chris Clinesmith
had given us the use of their
timeshare in Estes Park.
Thank you Clinesmiths. The

Art Sager just realizes he is the MOY

Bob & Chris Clinesmith
Saving cuttings at the seed lab
L to R: Art Sager, Zelda Lewis, Colene
Sager

where MOY and WOY were
announced. Behind the hotel
was noise that beaconed us.

L to R: Merry Vandervalk, Kenneth
Reed, Keith Schumacher

rest, relaxation and laundry
facilities were blessings.

seeds in dry refrigerated or
cryogenic storage in case there
is a major world catastrophic Thank you Burl and Cathy
event causing the need to Scherler for making memories.
repopulate vegetation on

Audrey & John Ledgerwood
Statue of a Clydesdale horse
March/April 2021
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Special Feature

Eyes – A Very Precious Commodity
By Hortense Verburg
Ontario Flying Farmer
Long story short, I was
diagnosed with Macular
Hole in late November 2020.
Macular Hole is a small
break in the macula located in
the centre of the eye’s lightsensitive tissue, called the
Retina. It causes your central
vision to look blurry, wavy or
distorted. As the hole grows,
a dark or blind spot appears
in your central vision.
A Macular Hole, within the
eye’s retina occurs when the
nerve cells of the macula
become separated from each
other and pull away from
the back surface of the eye,
affecting vision.
My right eye started to
have some blurriness in late
2019. I knew it was time
for my regular visit to the
optometrist, but it was early
March 2020 by the time I got
an appointment. The eyes
were tested and the vision in
the right eye had deteriorated
somewhat, but the bigger
problem was the pressure in
my eyes – it was up! Having
a history of Glaucoma in the
family, I was referred to an
ophthalmologist. Of course,
it is now lock-down due to
the Covid-19 virus. I was
unable to get in to see the
18
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ophthalmologist until July.

with Macular Hole. The
diagnosis was explained to
me and I was told I needed
surgery to repair the hole. The
surgery would be ASAP. The
recovery included 10 days in
a face down position with a
maximum 10-minute break
each hour. Three times a day I
would be allowed a 20-minute
break for bathing and eating
a bigger meal. After the
10-day face down period,
there would be 6 - 8 weeks
of inactivity – no straining,
lifting, exercising, driving or
flying. We received literature
with further information on
the Vitrectomy surgery
as well as a pamphlet for
Retina Recovery Inc. This is
a business, in Waterdown,
which rents out equipment
specific to any type of retina
recovery. The equipment
makes the 10 day, face down,
recovery period that much
more comfortable and doable.

Glaucoma was confirmed and
the specialist recommended
two laser treatments be
performed on my right eye
– the one with the highest
pressure reading. These
treatments were done, one
in late July and the other in
August. Around Thanksgiving,
I went for a follow-up testing
and checkup and the pressures
were down and the eye looked
good until I had to read the
eye chart. With my right
eye, I only saw the 2 outside
letters in a row of 5. The
ophthalmologist immediately
arranged for a technician to
run some eye scans and then
brought me back into his
office. There was definitely
something going on with the
retina, at the back of my eye.
It had absolutely nothing to
do with the laser treatments
for the Glaucoma, as that was
at the front of the eye, neither
was it macular degeneration We found out that same
afternoon, that the
nor a detached retina.
Vitrectomy would be
A referral was made to Dr. performed the following
Chaudhary at the Hamilton Tuesday morning, December
Regional Eye Institute. After 1. Wheels were put in motion
having an initial appointment to rent equipment from Retina
for some further testing, I saw Recovery Inc. (a massage
Dr. Chaudhary on Thursday style table with a donut for
November 26. I was diagnosed the head and a chair in which
March/April 2021

you leaned forward with your
head facing down, also on a
donut) We did as much as
we could around the house,
getting in groceries, putting
up outdoor Christmas lights
etc, knowing that I would be
out of commission for a long
time to come.

Surgery day came and the
Vitrectomy was performed.
The actual surgery took about
45 minutes. I was awake but
totally pain free! A gas bubble
was put into my eye to hold the
retina & macula in place –
thus the face down position
to start. This way the bubble
rose to the back of my eye,
keeping pressure on the back
of the retina until the repair
started to heal. Even driving
home from the hospital, I was
required to be face down with
my head on a pile of pillows
in my lap.

Special Feature

I go back to the Hamilton
Regional Eye Institute on
March 2 for some final testing.
It was a long 10 days! However,
If all is well, I will be referred
I had an excellent nurse
to my local ophthalmologist
maid and terrific support
for cataract surgery. The
from family & friends through
Vitrectomy surgery causes
phone calls, texts and emails.
rapid cataract growth. I was
We survived the ordeal and
told, from the start, that
after 10 days I could get up
cataract surgery within 6
and walk around in the house
months of the Vitrectomy, was
a little and see the world from
a given.
a different perspective again.
My activities were very limited.
My sight is slowly coming back
I tired very quickly and slept
in my right eye, but it could
on a couch because I was not
take up to one year to regain
allowed to lay on my back at
as much sight as I will ever
all, until the bubble had totally
have in that eye. However,
disappeared. Therefore, it is
anything is better than the
recommended to sleep on a
alternative!
couch so you cannot roll over
onto your back during the
When Mary asked me to
night.
write an article on my eye,
I wondered to myself how
As time progressed, the
interesting you would all
bubble started to shrink and I
find my story. However, then
started to have a little vision in
I thought that this is the
my eye, but it was very blurry.
perfect opportunity to remind
Slowly, I was a little more
everyone to listen to and
active, taking short strolls
follow up on the clues our
outdoors and doing some
bodies give us. If you feel
light/simple chores around the
that something is just not
house. It took 7.5 weeks for
quite right or a nagging pain
the bubble to disappear!
plagues you, no matter what
part of the anatomy it might
On January 25, 2021 I went
be, follow those clues and
back to the eye institute for
make an appointment to get
some follow-up testing. A call
it looked at. Perhaps it is
came, afterwards, from Dr.
nothing but, waiting for it to
Chaudhary’s office, confirming
go away and then realizing
that the hole was closed,
it isn’t going away, it may be
and all restrictions had been
too late. Irreparable damage
lifted!!! The next nice flying
may have been done during
day we had, Adrian took me
that time.
up for a flight, to celebrate.
March/April 2021
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Diana and Monte Billheimer Update
Wow, if everyone remembers in my last article that I was going to make sure every door and
window was opened to let 2020 get out and welcome 2021, I must have missed some I didn’t
know about because around here, 2020 said to 2021, “Here hold my beer as I’m going to
show you what I can do”. Let’s just say the start of the new year has not been good.
On January 28th, Monte, Shelby and Ryan who were all in their own pickups but connected
to Monte’s blue tooth radio in his pickup so they could talk to each other, while hunting
coyotes across from our house. The coyotes are thick around here and we had two in the
front yard when they crossed the road to the field south of the house. Long story, coyote
was pushed toward Monte. He got out, shot and missed, with his 300-short mag. He was
getting back into the pickup, and he doesn’t know why he put the butt of the gun in first, (he
always puts the barrel in pointing to the floor) but this time he didn’t and when he pulled the
driver’s door shut, the gun went off and shot himself in the left knee, through the door right
between the door handle and the console with all the window controls. He hollered to the
boys, “I shot myself, I need help”. Neither of my sons heard the shot, but within 30 seconds
they were both to Monte, who had gotten out of the truck, shut the door, and had his belt
off for a tourniquet. Shelby put his belt around Monte’s leg also and then they loaded him
into Shelby’s pickup and off they went. Ryan called his wife, who called the ambulance, and
the helicopter and the sheriff. Shelby said 97 mile an hour seemed slow and Monte is holding
one belt, Shelby the other, and Monte is trying to keep Shelby focused on just getting them
to Eads to the hospital. They met the ambulance 3 miles from town, and they kept right on
flying, as the time it would take to get him transferred into the ambulance, might have made
a different turn out.
Monte was stabilized and loaded into the helicopter and flown to Memorial Central in Colorado
Springs. You’ll have to ask him about his helicopter ride, as he said it was too small for him.
He had surgery that day, Thursday. Surgery again on Friday. Surgery again on Sunday. Major
surgery Monday with the Orthopedic Doctor putting a rod in his femur, capped the femur as
it splintered, screws in his kneecap, and never had to do anything to his knee replacement
as it didn’t damage it. Then the plastic surgeon took over and took a strip of his muscle out
from his arm pit to almost his waist out and attached it in his knee, and then a skin graft off
of his left thigh. This took 7 hours, and he was released to come home on Friday. He is in an
immobilizer brace on his left leg, until he is released to do Physical Therapy which we hope he
will get to start by the end of March. All the titanium rods, screws, are all healing perfect as
of his last checkup. The muscle has attached and is doing what it is supposed to do, and the
skin graft is healing and is the most delicate to be careful with, so it attaches to his other skin.
His outlook is good. He can put weight on the leg but can’t bend it so it’s real hard for him
to get around and he isn’t able to stay up very long before the leg has to be elevated. He is
a very strong man, but I personally can see the guilt in his eyes as to what he has put my
20
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sons, their families and myself through, weighs on him heavily. God has been with us, not a
moment goes by that I don’t thank him for letting Monte still be here with us. The Trauma
Doctor told us, “1 inch lower, 1 inch higher, or if the bullet would have hit his stomach, he
would not be here”. He is very lucky. When you get a chance and want to know his side of it,
he will be here to tell the story, as it is hard for me to keep repeating it.
So, when I say “2021” has not started out good for us, I am sure you will all agree. Prayers
for a complete turnaround will be greatly appreciated.

Crazy Good Casserole
4-5 boneless, skinless chicken breasts
6 strips quality bacon
2 cans cream of chicken soup
2 cups shredded Monterrey Jack cheese

1 box (16 ounces) dried spiral pasta
1 tablespoon garlic powder
salt & pepper to taste

Preheat oven to 400o F
Cook & crumble bacon.
While bacon is cooking, cut chicken into bite sized chunks.
Set bacon aside for later use.
In the same pan, cook chicken in bacon drippings.
Add garlic powder and salt & pepper to taste.
While chicken is cooking prepare pasta according to directions.
Spray a 9 X 13 pan with non-stick cooking spray.
Drain pasta and return to pot.
Add chicken, both cans of cream of chicken soup, 1 cup of Monterrey Jack cheese.
Stir to mix well.
Pour into prepared baking pan.
Top with crumbled bacon and remaining Monterrey Jack cheese.
Bake at 400o F for about 20 minutes until cheese is melted.

Broccoli Casserole
1 large head broccoli
10.5 oz can cream of mushroom soup
1 cup mayonnaise

2 eggs, beaten
1 cup shredded sharp cheddar cheese
20 Ritz crackers, crushed

Steam broccoli until tender and chop florets into small pieces. In large bowl, combine all
ingredients well and pour into 2.5-quart casserole dish. Bake at 350o F for 1 hour
March/April 2021
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IFF CONVENTION
JULY 18-22, 2021
MITCHELL, SOUTH DAKOTA
We are going forward with the Convention at Mitchell, South Dakota this coming July 18-22.
As I wrote in the last magazine, we will be at the Highland Conference Center and you can
stay at either the Hampton Inn or the Comfort Inn & Suites as they are both attached to
the Conference Center. PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS BY JULY 1, 2021 AND
WHEN MAKING YOUR RESERVATION MAKE SURE YOU IDENTIFY YOURSELF AS A
MEMBER OF THE IFF GROUP.
Mitchell is best known for the World’s ONLY Corn Palace. Yet many don’t realize the Palace
truly stands for enterprise, pride and community. This icon of innovation has stood the test
of time, continually changing its colors, architecture and community purpose as the city itself
has grown and changed. We will have a guided tour of the Palace and then have time for you
to look around for yourselves.
After the Corn Palace tour we will be going to the newly renovated Depot for our lunch. This
is an original 50’s train diner car and is an excellent family restaurant.
As I write this article, I am still not sure if we will be going to the Hansen Wheel and Wagon
Shop or if they will be doing a presentation with pictures at the Conference Center. This Shop
is a family owned and operated carriage and wagon manufacturer established in 1978, by
Doug Hansen. Mr. Hansen is a Master craftsmen & Historian. With more than 30 years of
experience and a staff of dedicated craftsmen, pride is taken in providing you with the most
historically accurate horse-drawn vehicles anywhere this side of the 1800’s. Over the years they
have custom-built vehicles for movie props, historical organizations, International customers,
personal collectors and enthusiasts.
The Guns of History Gallery is one of the newest attractions in Mitchell, and because of a
break-in last year, we will no longer be able to go to the museum, but I am still working to
have one of the owners do a presentation at the Conference Center. This is something that
they have done, and they have pictures of all their items and lots of knowledge of those
artifacts for the Little Big Horn, Rosebud, Slim Buttes, and Wounded Knee.
After one of our Banquet meals, we will be entertained by motivational speaker, Amada Radke.
She is a fifth-generation rancher from Mitchell. She has dedicated her career to serving as a
voice for the nation’s beef producers. When she’s not writing or ranching, Radke is traveling
the country speaking to agricultural groups about hot industry issues, or reading her children’s
book, “Levi’s Lost Calf,” at elementary schools.
22
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The women will be able to make jewelry with Kay Riggan one afternoon during convention
also. I really appreciate Kay doing this and am so looking forward to some girl time.
With the help of the Tourist Bureau, we are working on other entertainment ideas during the
convention. There will also be a lot of times to just relax and visit, which I know we are all
needing to catch up with everyone.
The town of Mitchell when it was originally platted in 1879, was only 75 acres. Today, Mitchell
is listed as being 7130 acres. Mitchell was incorporated as a village in 1881, and from 1887
until present, the city of Mitchell has existed and has a population of about 15,600.
I hope everyone is marking their calendars and praying that we will be celebrating the 75th
IFF Convention this year!

March/April 2021
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Tentative 2021 Convention Schedule
SUNDAY - JULY 18, 2021
2 pm – 5 pm – REGISTRATION 2-5
2 pm – 4 pm – HOSPITALITY ROOM
6 pm – WELCOME BANQUET, WELCOME BY MAYOR OF MITCHELL – SIT DOWN MEAL: Virginia
Ham, buttered corn, oven roasted potatoes, garden salad, dinner rolls, coffee, water & SUNDAE
BAR
PICTURES OF CHAPTERS & REGIONS
MONDAY JULY 19, 2021
9 am – 11 am – ALL COMMITTEE MEETINGS
12 noon – LUNCH AT CONFERENCE CENTER: BURGER BAR & SUNDAE BAR
2 pm – TALK FROM FARMER ABOUT GROWING THE CROPS FOR THE CORN PALACE
PICTURES OF ALL COUPLES AS THEY ARRIVE AT BANQUET OR DURING BANQUET
6 pm – BANQUET HONORING THE MAN & WOMAN OF THE YEAR, JEFF THOMPSON & COLENE
SAGER – DINNER: ITALIAN FEAST BUFFET APPLE CRISP WITH ICE CREAM
AWARDS
PICTURES OF NEW MAN & WOMAN OF THE YEAR & AWARD WINNERS
TUESDAY JULY 20, 2021
9 am – 11 am – GUIDED TOUR OF CORN PALACE
11:30 am – LUNCH AT THE DEPOT
1:30 pm – TOUR HANSEN WHEEL & WAGON *This tour may be a presentation at the Conference
Center, as they haven’t decided if there will be tours allowed yet*
6 pm – BANQUET: Western Barbecue Buffet Old Fashioned Carrot Cake
7:30ish – ENTERTAINMENT: AMANDA RADKE
WEDNESDAY JULY 21,2021
9 am – BUSINESS MEETING EARLY BIRD DOOR PRIZE PRESENTATION OF COLORS
12 noon – LUNCH AT CONFERENCE CENTER Mexican Buffet Sundae Barbecue
2 pm – GUN MUSEUM PRESENTATION
6 pm – BANQUET – Bacon Wrapped Chicken Loaded Mashed Potatoes Honey Glazed Carrots
House Salad Pecan Turtle Cheesecake
ENTERTAINMENT
THURSDAY JULY 22, 2021
9 am – BUSINESS MEETING WITH INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS PICTURES OF OFFICERS
12 noon – LUNCH: Sandwich Bar & Sundae Bar - After lunch the Past President and their spouses
go to a room for their meeting. Executive Board goes to another room.
2 pm - WOMEN MAKE JEWELRY WITH KAY RIGGAN
6 pm – BANQUET: Prime Rib – Baked Potato – Green Beans (with onion & bacon) – house salad –
Red Velvet Cake
24
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Have you been a Flying Farmer for 25 or 50 CONTINUOUS years?
Just fill out this coupon to receive your 25 or 50 year pin!

Name(s): _________________________________________________________________
__
Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________
__
_____________________________________________________________
_
Chapter affiliation: __________________ Date joined IFF: _________________________
Mail this form to IFF, PO Box 309, Mansfield, IL 61854

Answers to Aviation Trivia from page 14: 1. a, 2. b, 3. c, 4. a, 5. a, 6. b, 7. c, 8. c

March/April 2021
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‘Round the Regions

By Jeff Thompson
Wisconsin Flying Farmer
Greetings from Region 5
I still needed Pat’s reminder
to get an article in for the
magazine. You would think
by now I should be able to
remember. It’s hard to believe
how fast the last 3 months
went.
As I am writing this, we are
in the middle of a snowstorm.
This has been an interesting
winter; December &
January were above normal
temperatures with just a little
snow. Then February came.
The last two weeks has been
below zero most nights and
we have a good foot of snow
on the ground. Snowmobiling
and cross-country skiers have
not had these conditions in
decades.
I just came in from helping
two of our grandkids make a
snow fort. It’s been a while
since I’ve done that.
One of my grandsons, Dax
who is 8, took up skiing this
winter. Because of COVID-19
he does not have school on
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do something this fall. The
IFF Convention is scheduled
Wednesdays, so for the past for July. I’m not sure if the
4 weeks I’ve gone skiing with Canadian border will be open
Dax at our local ski hill. He’s by then but hope it will.
been taking a lesson in the
I’ve been keeping up with
morning and then we ski
Glenn Kinneberg during the
together in the afternoon.
pandemic through emails and
It’s amazing how fast young
phone calls. I found out last
people can pick up going
week that Glenn now has an
down a steep hill with some
iPad and can do FaceTime. I
sticks on their feet.
tried to FaceTime Glenn last
week and it worked perfectly.
I’m getting ready to take our
It was so good to see him. He
C-182 up to the avionics shop
turned 94 on February 16th
next week. We are upgrading
If you are able to FaceTime,
the panel to do away with the
here is Glenn’s FaceTime
vacuum system and adding a
login. flyglenn2@springgrove.
new autopilot. I’m hoping we
coop
can get it done by the end of
March. Hoping to take it to
Sun-N-Fun for the first trip in Hope everyone stays healthy
April.
and warm. Looking forward to
seeing you all soon.
Marcia & I got our first
COVID-19 vaccine 2 weeks
ago, scheduled for the second
one at the end of February.
So, I will be ready to do some
traveling when March comes.
We are really fortunate that
our family has stayed healthy
during this pandemic. I feel
By Dale Bohrer
with the new strains of the
virus, that it’s just a matter of Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer
when we will all be exposed Spring is on the horizon and
I think everyone is looking
to it.
forward to it. It’s finally
starting to warm up here. We
Not much to report on the still have about a foot of snow
WI Flying Farmers. We have on the ground. Hopefully that
not gotten together in over a will be almost gone by the end
year. At this time, I don’t have of this week. During the polar
any plans for a convention vortex I used about four times
this spring. Hopefully we can the amount of wood in the
outside boiler than I usually
March/April 2021

do. The boiler heats our
house and the greenhouse. I
had to feed it at least twice a
day, so warm weather will be
welcome.

‘Round the Regions

give grace to friends who are
having a bad day,
be forgiving of yourself –
today and every day.
Be the change, Be the light,
Start today - And never stop.

Not a lot has been happening
in the chapters of region
6. With COVID still with us,
getting together is not an
option. The IA/MO Chapter
has been meeting on zoom.
It’s a nice way to see people
and catch up with everyone.
The next meeting is March
20th at 9:00am. If you are
interested in joining us, email
me at bohrerfarms@gmail.
com and I will send you the
link. Everyone is welcome.
The IA/MO chapter is hoping to
have a convention before the
end of the year. If everyone
can get the vaccine we should
be in good shape. So, get out
and get your vaccine.

The first few times I wore a
By Colene Sager mask in a grocery store and
Washington Flying Farmer
was told to be six feet away
from other people, I felt like a
Region 9 has not met since robot. I noticed other people
the report in the January/ would look away when you
February 2021 Magazine, so met them. Other people I
I pondered on what I could wondered if I knew them
write. I saw the following on and just could not recognize
Facebook, and it has had a them as masked robots. Then
great impact on the way I am I read the above reading on
handling this strange world of Facebook. I tried saying a
cheerful “hello” and found
fighting Covid19.
people were lonesome. One
As the world fights to figure woman in a parking lot was
just walking up to her beautiful
everything out,
I’ll be holding doors for black car. There was not a spot
of dust on it. I commented on
strangers,
It’s not too early to start Letting people cut in front her beautiful car and asked
making plans to attend this of me in traffic, saying good how she kept it shining. She
year’s IFF Convention. Diana morning, keeping babies insisted on opening her trunk
has put a lot of work into the entertained in grocery lines, and bringing out a special
convention in Mitchell, South stopping to talk to someone brush. She said that before
Dakota. It will be a great time who is lonely, being patient she took her car out of the
to see all of your IFF friends. with sales clerks,
garage, she went over it
with this special brush. She
smiling at a passerby.
Our prayers go out to Monte WHY?
acted like she had not talked
and Diana Billheimer. May you Because I will not stand idly to anyone for a long time.
recover quickly Monte.
Another time I just spoke a
by and
live in a world where love is friendly “Good Morning” in a
doctor’s office waiting room.
invisible.
Join me in showing kindness, This lady responded with a
understanding, and judging return of the friendly “Good
Morning” and then talked
less.
Be kind to a stranger,
March/April 2021
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nonstop until I was called
back for my appointment.
We were created as social
b e i n g s w i t h a n e e d fo r
friendship. There are many
ways we can show friendship.
Call the friend who comes to
mind and show you care. Email
that person who you know has
been having a rough time and
just let them know you are
thinking about them. There
are some friends with special
health concerns who are
being extra careful protecting
themselves from the Covid
Virus. These are friends you
should call and email. Others
who are less threatened, find
a way to meet in person in a
place and way where you both
feel comfortable. When you
are shopping or sitting in an
office waiting to be called back
for your appointment, say a
friendly “hello”. Masks hide
smiles but a greeting will let
them know you smile under
the mask. And when you smile
under that mask, your eyes
show you are smiling.

‘Round the Regions
is putting a magazine together
which usually shows what
we are planning or reports
of what different groups
have done. Now she is at the
mercy of members turning
in “Special Feature” articles.
Our January/February issue
was excellent. Eight different
people turned in articles. I
would like to encourage you
to show appreciation to the
IFF people who are doing their
best in unprecedented times
for the betterment of our
organization. Give a call; send
a note; help the magazine by
writing a special feature; send
an email; however you choose
to communicate – just do it.
I might add that the border
is closed between Canada
and the United States, but
emails and letters are not
hindered by borders. We are
an International organization.
Art and I are planning on being
in Mitchell, South Dakota in
July. Have you considered
meeting us there?

The IFF Officers deserve
our appreciation. President
Harry Bartel, Vice President
Diana Billheimer, Secretary/
Treasurer Jim Meyer, and
Past President Clement Dion
are presiding over a group of
people who have not met since
the IFF Convention of 2019.
Diana is planning our 2021
Convention in Mitchell, South
Dakota July 18 – 22. Pat Amdor
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By Jack Vandervalk
Alberta Flying Farmer
Our 2020 year is gone but
most of us found it a lot
different than what we could
have imagined. Our family is
blessed in that we live in a
rural area and only needed
the odd trip in for groceries.
I did get my airplane back
in the air in late August. I
did a few local touring with
grandkids one hour a time.
One nice day in early January
I wanted to tour locally. I just
got about 1500 feet above
ground when my motor died. I
was looking for a place to set it
down and almost at the same
time switched on the boost
pump. What a relief when
the motor came to life again!
I immediately headed for the
Claresholm Airport to visit my
AME, Murray Frame. When
close to the airport I tried to
shut off the boost pump and
again it died. When close to
the hangar I turned off the
boost pump and the motor
stopped. Nobody knows why
my fuel pump quit because I
only had a little more than 5
hours on a pump overhaul.
Two weeks later and 800

dollars I am in the air again.
February 22 my son Gerald
wanted a ride to La Crete,
Alberta. We had some head
winds that day but made it
from Claresholm to La Crete
in 4 hours. After dropping
Gerald off and fueling up I
flew to Barrhead to visit my
daughter and grand kids. The
flights were good other than
the odd light snow shower.
Just when I wanted to land
in Barrhead airport I had to
circle once to wait for the
snow shower to move so I
could see the airstrip. I flew
to the ranch next morning

Bill was such a handy man and
to see him get to the condition
with no problems. I am happy
that he does not recognize
to have the airplane perform
Rosella anymore is sad. Also,
exceptionally good.
to hear of so many friends
who have passed on is not
We all miss the fellowship we
easy. Especially our President
had with others especially our
Harry losing his wife and
IFF friends. Talking on the
sister. We miss these loved
phone is good but we miss
ones but are thankful for the
seeing each other. Weddings
memories we have of each
and Funerals are not nice
one of them.
with this pandemic. It is sad
to hear of loved ones passing
Our prayers are that we can
and then only an internet
get back to socializing again.
video of the Funeral service.
These Zoom meetings are
Our thoughts and prayers
great but not the same as
go to Rosella Pratt with the
hugs and handshakes.
deterioration of Bills health.

‘Round the Regions

Two Minute Hawaiian Pie
1
2
8
1

(20 oz) can crushed pineapple not drained
small boxes instant Jello coconut pudding mix
oz sour cream
extra serving sized graham cracker crust

1 (8 oz) can pineapple slices
8 maraschino cherries
½ cup sweetened flaked coconut
1 (8 oz) container Cool Whip

In a large bowl, combine crushed pineapple with its syrup, dry pudding mix and sour
cream. Mix until well combined.
Fold in ½ container of Cool Whip.
Spread mixture into graham cracker crust and top with remaining Cool Whip.
Drain pineapple slices and arrange on top of pie.
Sprinkle flaked coconut on top of pineapple (may omit if you wish)
Place cherries in center of pineapple rings.
Refrigerate several hours before serving.
Estate
What it means to everyone else: A group of flats or houses found in urban areas.
What it means if you’re a farmer: A very, very big farm.
Fencing
To everyone else: The art of fighting with blades, divided into three weapon categories: foil, sabre and épée.
To a farmer: A never-ending job that is necessary but repetitive.
Cereals
To everyone else: The food that you pour milk over at breakfast time – such as Coco Pops, Shreddies and Special K.
To a farmer: Barley, wheat, oats – the crops that your bread, porridge and beer are made from.
March/April 2021
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Pluton Biosciences Signs Research Agreement with Bayer
AG to Investigate Microbial-Based Carbon Capture Product
Long-term carbon sequestration product to fight
climate change and benefit farmers
(St. Louis, MO, March 2, 2021) Pluton Biosciences has signed a research agreement with global
life sciences company Bayer AG to investigate the development of an all-natural, microbialbased carbon-capture soil amendment for growers.
Collaborating with Bayer’s Climate Change Group, Pluton will use its Micromining Innovation
Engine to identify and develop microbes currently found in soil that can store carbon and nitrogen. Pluton’s proof-of-concept research predicts that such a consortia of microbes, applied
in a spray at planting and harvest, can scrub nearly two tons of carbon from the air per acre
of farmland per year, while replenishing nutrients in the soil.
“We are very excited that Bayer has elected to partner with Pluton in advancing Bayer’s global
initiative to reverse climate change,” said Pluton CEO Charlie Walch. “Pluton/Bayer’s carbon
capture amendment will allow growers to improve soil health in the field by sequestering carbon from the air. Our amendment will give growers an easy, cost-effective way to tap into the
carbon credit market as it matures. The carbon credit market is in its infancy but is growing
rapidly - projected to become a $14B market by the end of this decade.”
Land management is the second largest contributor to carbon dioxide emissions in the world.
Researchers estimate that farming through the ages has unearthed roughly 133 billion tons
of carbon into the atmosphere. Through photosynthesis, plants convert carbon dioxide from
the air to produce energy. Plants deposit carbon in the soil through their roots, while releasing
oxygen back into the atmosphere. When growers disturb the soil during planting and harvest,
the carbon dioxide is released back into the atmosphere.
Long-term carbon storage in the soil can reduce atmospheric carbon and enhance food production systems to benefit the world. Carbon sequestration also benefits the grower by reducing
nitrogen inputs, improving soil health and diversity, suppressing natural disease and providing
potential carbon market income.
“Bayer is committed to helping reduce field greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 30% by 2030,”
said Dr. Geoff Kneen, Bayer US – Crop Science, Research and Development, Innovation Sourcing. “By working collaboratively with partners like Pluton and the world’s farmers, our industry
is uniquely positioned to sequester carbon on farms as well as provide global environmental
benefits and grower incentives.”
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About Pluton Biosciences
Headquartered in St. Louis, Missouri, Pluton Biosciences researches and mines beneficial microbes in the soil for use in sustainable bioproducts across a variety of industries, including
carbon sequestration, agriculture, pharmaceutical, and bioremediation. Pluton’s Micromining
platform targets new microbial solutions quickly and inexpensively, speeding the introduction
of novel natural products through the research and development pipeline to market. For more
information about Pluton Biosciences, visit www.plutonbio.com.
About Bayer AG – Crop Sciences
Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the life science fields of health care and
nutrition. Its products and services are designed to benefit people by supporting efforts to
overcome the major challenges presented by a growing and aging global population. At the
same time, the Group aims to increase its earning power and create value through innovation
and growth. Bayer is committed to the principles of sustainable development, and the Bayer
brand stands for trust, reliability and quality throughout the world. In fiscal 2018, the Group
employed around 117,000 people and had sales of 39.6 billion euros. Capital expenditures
amounted to 2.6 billion euros, R&D expenses to 5.2 billion euros. For more information, go
to www.bayer.com.

5 Weird Farming Terms And What They Mean
Cat Skinner
A person who drives or operates a Caterpillar tractor. It is especially effective to declare oneself a cat skinner,
and then when everyone turns hostile stares in your direction, laugh derisively and explain that you have a
new tractor.
Chester White
That guy you had a crush on in fourth grade because he had that thick blond hair and a Stingray bike with
streamers—or a breed of hog originating in Chester County, Pa., tracing back to a white boar from England in
the early 1800s. The boar was crossed with local breeds to produce the ancestors of today’s Chester White.
Your fourth-grade love is now in middle management in a small life insurance company, has gone completely
bald and has traded in the Stingray for a 1987 Yugo; the hog breed, on the other hand, has done much better
for itself. You should totally get one.
Deadhead
When a plant finishes making seed for the season, it stops flowering because it has already completed its
mission to go forth and reproduce. Deadheading, or plucking off aging or dead flowers before they produce
seeds, keeps the plant blooming longer. Also see “Grateful Dead fan.”
Dibble
A pointed tool for making holes in the ground to plant seeds. Yeah, basically a pointy stick. You can buy one
on Amazon for 20 bucks. “Dibbling” is the act of using a dibble to plant seeds or spring bulbs. The word
sounds much sexier than it is. Really. It’s just poking holes in dirt.
Flerd
Not, as you might expect, a mashup of “flabby” and “nerd,” but rather, “flock” and “herd”: the practice of
pasturing sheep and cattle together, or really any multi-species flock/herd. Urban dictionary defines flerd
as “a flock of nerds,” but we farmers, being not at all nerdy, know better. Keeping a flerd helps improve soil
quality and plant diversity, as different species prefer different forage.
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Jean Cronce
1939-2021

Memorial

Safely Home
by Author Unknown

Jean Marie Gibbert Cronce
was born July 3, 1939 in
Sellersville, Pennsylvania to
John and Phyllis Wamsher
Gibbert. She passed away on
January 14, 2021

I am home in heaven, dear
ones;
Oh, so happy and so bright.
There is a perfect joy and
beauty
in this everlasting light.

She graduated from Pennridge
High class of “57” and went
o n t o t h e U n i ve r s i ty o f
Pennsylvania where she met
Theodore Nelson Cronce, a
dairy farmer from Ashbury,
New Jersey who became her
husband for 48 years.

All the pain and grief is over,
every restless tossing passed;
I am now at peace forever,
safely home in heaven at last.

During the “farm years” Jean
was a foster mother, caring for
66 foster pre-adoption babies.
Later she was employed as
an RN at Carrier Clinic, a
premier psychiatric hospital
in Princeton, New Jersey.
After Theodore’s death, she
joined family members in
Texas, immediately identifying
with Franklin Church
of Christ, joining a senior
bowling league, Beta Sigma
Phi Sorority, supporting the
Texarkana Symphony, TexRep,
Local animal league and
volunteering at the Alzheimer’s
Alliance Respite Center.

Did you wonder I so calmly
Trod the valley of the shade?
Oh, but Jesus’ love illuminated
Every dark and fearful glade.
And He came Himself to meet
me
Memories Build a
in the way so hard to tread;
Special Bridge
And with Jesus’ arm to lean on
could I have one doubt or
Our memories build a special dread?
bridge when loved ones have
to part
Then you must not grieve so
to help us feel we’re with sorely,
them still and sooth a grieving for I love you dearly still.
Try to look beyond death’s
heart.
Our memories span the years shadows;
we shared, preserving ties Pray to trust our Father’s will.
that bind,
They build a special bridge There is work still waiting for
of love and bring us peace of you,
so you must not idly stand.
mind.
~Emily Matthews Do it now, while life remaineth;
you shall rest in Jesus’ land.

Preceding her in death were
husband, Theodore and son
Christopher. Surviving her
are her sons Theodore and
Christopher and daughter
Anne, 7 grandchildren and 11
great grandchildren.
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When that work is all completed,
He will gently call you home;
Oh, the rapture of that meeting;
Oh, the joy to see you come!
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When submitting
an article for the
magazine, please
remember that if
that article has
been published
in another publication (including
chapter newsletters) WRITTEN
PERMISSION
FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE ARTICLE AND THE
PUBLICATION is
necessary in order for the article
to be reprinted in
our magazine

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents: Make note
of the following deadlines for upcoming issues of the International
Flying Farmer magazine.
Issue
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline
Jan. 1
Mar. 1
May 1
July 1
Sept. 1
Nov. 1

Please remember
to notify the IFF
Office when you
change addresses
for the winter and
again when you
return home
IFF does not accept credit cards

NOTICES
IFF Memorial Scholarship
Fund Donations
All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax purposes
since the IFF Memorial
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution. They
should be sent to:
IFF Past Presidents
c/o Zelda Lewis
21527 Larch Drive
Plainfield, IL 60544-6345

Please inform the IFF
office when a member or former member of your chapter
passes away

NAME ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
CHILD ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
CHILD ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________
EMAIL _______________________________________________________________
OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________
AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
Year
Make
Model
N-number

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year
Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers
Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________
Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation,
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America. While
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers. Direct
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is: To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore
and emphasize the importance of flying and the
use of the airplane in agricultural production,
including the breeding, raising and feeding of
livestock; and to engage in research and extension
service, including publishing magazines or other
periodicals to disseminate among its members
information pertaining to the purposes of the
organization.

