INTERNATIONAL

FLYING FARMER
March/April 2020

Volume 74, Number 2

Flying Farmer Gathering in Avon Park, Florida

2020 Calendar of Events
March 2020
27-29 – Iowa/Missouri Convention - Sleep Inn & Suites, 5850 Morning Star
Court, Pleasant Hill, IA Phone: 515-299-9922 - reservations by March 2nd-ask
for Flying Farmers CANCELLED
April 2020
24-26 – Mid-Atlantic Convention - Doylestown, PA CANCELLED
17-19– Alberta Convention - Hampton Inn by Hilton, 850 Emerald Drive,
Sherwood Park, AB Phone: 780-449-1609 - reservations by April 3, 2020
CANCELLED
24-26– Manitoba Convention - Souris Hotel, 105 First Street South, Souris, MB
Phone: 204-483-3373 CANCELLED
May 2020
17-19 – Wisconsin Convention - Mauston, WI POSTPONED
June 2020
12 – IFF Woman of the Year Day, Hilltop Inn, 928 NW Olesen St, Pullman, WA
99163, Phone: 509-332-0928
June 2020
16-17 – Minnkota Convention - Comfort Suites University, 929 25th Avenue,
Brookings, SD 57006 Phone: 605-692-2882 Plan to arrive June 16 & depart
June 18
July 2020
21-24 – IFF Convention - Mitchell, SD
If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH PHONE
NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to the IFF
Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL 61854
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation,
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.
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President’s Report

As I write this article, I just
received word that my wife
Marilyn was one of three
International Flying Farmers
who journeyed to another
realm today. All will be sorely
missed. I guess this is when
the realism sets in, just how
fragile life really can be. Even
in Marilyn’s situation, what
started out with just the
symptoms of a cold, ended
up being a whole lot more
serious than that. None of
us is getting any younger, and
this is a reminder to take good
care of ourselves, and even
then, life deals us situations,
that we are not in complete
control of.
About the time this article
will be viewed by readers,
the NTSB will have released
a Service Alert regarding
ignition switches in our “aging”
aircraft. If my memory is
serving me correctly, this is
at least the third time, this
issue is being discussed. Back
in about 1976, there was
an Airworthiness Directive
issued regarding the Bendix
4
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ignition switches, and there
have been several Service
Bulletins regarding this issue.
Then in the early 1990’s it
cropped up again. If it was
only the pilot who is around
the propeller area, and was
taught the way I was, it may
never have seriously injured
anyone, but that is not the
case. Maintenance and line
personnel are also in that
area. I was always taught to
respect that propeller, as if
the pilot had left the ignition
switch in the ON position, and
if the propeller needed to be
rotated, it was to be rotated
in the reverse direction. This
was to assure that you never
got bit. How old is the switch
in your aircraft? How often
do you check it for proper
operation? Not just for a
magneto check but also to
make sure it really is OFF,
when it is rotated to the OFF
position. Another thing I have
observed in several instances,
was that the key, or switch
itself, was worn enough to be
able to remove the key when
the switch was in any position.
I have also found switches
where the whole switch, had
turned in the panel, and did
not properly align with the
markings on the panel. Over
March/April 2020

By Harry Bartel
Kansas Flying Farmer
the years, several different
approaches have been tried
to remedy this situation, but
it still comes back to the
pilot, and his opportunity to
catch these situations, when
he goes through, his or her
checklists.
Something else that grabbed
my attention lately, was
while watching a Cessna
172 approaching the airport
(which I will not identify)
and while on a downwind
approach, I thought it had
a unique outline, and sure
enough, when on short final,
it was clearly visible to those
of us watching, that the pilot
had not removed the tow bar
when he pulled the aircraft
out of his hanger. It was still
attached and waiting for him
when he landed and parked
the aircraft. We all knew
he had a smooth ride from
where he had departed and
had probably not practiced
any slow-flight or stalls on
that trip. Have a safe spring
and summer and remember
to enjoy your flights.

Special Feature

Minnkota Flying Farmers Christmas Gathering
By Mildred Klamar
Minnkota Flying Farmer

Back Row L to R: Laurie Klamar, Kim Payne, Brian Gehris, Mildred Klamar
Front Row L to R: Gloria & Ken Reed, Don Zimbleman, Brent Klamar

The Minnkota Flying Farmers
gathered at McMillians
Restaurant in Willmar, MN on
Friday, December 13, 2019 for
a delicious dinner.
They later attended the
Christmas program at the

Assembly of God Church
in Willmar. The program
was called The Christmas
Miracle of Jonathan Toomey,
a heartwarming musical. The
cast was made up of church
members and they did a

wonderful job singing and
moving around the stage.
Afterwards members returned
to the restaurant for pie and
coffee and also to catch up
on flying farmer family news.

Here are some fun facts from America’s farms:
Like snowflakes, no two cows have exactly the same pattern of spots.
There are 47 different breeds of sheep in the U.S.
Elevators in the Statue of Liberty use a soybean-based hydraulic fluid.
The average dairy cow produces seven gallons of milk a day, 2,100 pounds of milk a month,
and 46,000 glasses of milk a year.
One pound of wool can make 10 miles of yarn. There are 150 yards (450 feet) of wool yarn
March/April 2020
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in a baseball.
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Ontario Mid-Winter Blues 2020
By Jane Farrell and
Adrian & Hortense Verburg
Ontario Flying Farmer
the home of Anne and John
Donkers, just outside Elora,
where hot tea & coffee, along
with some baked goodies,
awaited the brave travelers.
Shortly after arriving at the
Donkers, Anne received a
phone call from the Grand
River Raceway Dinner Theatre.
Due to treacherous driving
conditions, they had cancelled
their Murder Mystery Dinner
Theatre for that evening. It
truly was becoming a midwinter BLUES weekend! Now
what
to do? Being locals, Anne
Well, it certainly was a
“winter” weekend and it made several phone calls to
also was somewhat “Blue”. local restaurants to see if they
After a pretty easy winter for could handle a large group at
most of Southern Ontario, we the last minute.
experienced the worst winter
storm of the season. Watches After our hot drinks and
and warnings were issued for some socializing, braving the
this winter storm which moved blowing snow and white out
in Thursday and continued conditions, we drove to the
into Saturday in some areas. Dairy Research facility. The
Traveling anywhere north of Elora Research Station - Dairy
Guelph was pretty “exciting” Facility - is one of the largest
to say the least with several agricultural research farms
roads closed due to snow, in Canada, covering 2,310
blowing snow and white out acres. It’s designed to support
intensive research in crops,
conditions.
soils, beef and dairy.
Despite these tricky conditions,
18 of us managed to meet at The Dairy Facility at the Elora
The OFF Mid-Winter Blues/
Leap Year Weekend was
planned for February 2829, 2020. The weekend was
set in Elora, home of the
University of Guelph Research
Station - Dairy Facility and
the Grand River Raceway and
Casino. A tour was arranged
for the Research Station –
Dairy Facility and tickets
were purchased for a Murder
Mystery Dinner Theatre at the
Grand River Raceway.

6
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Research Station is a stateof-the-art dairy research
facility. Since January 2016,
the facility has enabled worldclass research that helps keep
the Ontario and Canadian
dairy sectors innovative,
competitive and sustainable.
We were greeted by Allison
Moorman and our tour guide
Emma Morrison. Allison is the
Research Station Outreach
Coordinator and Emma is a
technician employed by the
University of Guelph. As this
is a bio-secure facility, we
were questioned whether we
had been to any countries
outside of North America or
had visited a farm within the
last month or was anyone
feeling poorly? Then we were
given ‘booties’ to put over our
outdoor footwear.
The facility has Holsteins
which are milked and used
for research as to types of
feed, stalls and bedding etc.
An example of this research
is feeding the cows different
types of feed and measuring
the methane production.
Another example is measuring

milk output in reference to
feed and barn conditions.
There is also an ongoing
breeding program which
sustains the herd. The entire
dairy facility is also used for
training students from the
University of Guelph.

Special Feature

·
·

This unique facility offers:
· Accommodations for
300 mature cows and
300 heifers
· 240 free-stalls for
lactating housing, 24
tie-stalls for special
project housing,
72 stalls for close-up/
dry cow housing and
18 pens for maternity
housing
· Four milking systems
(rotary parlour, VMS
robot, tie-stalls,
maternity)
· Sample preparation
and storage facilities
· Intensive care and
procedure room
· Tr a i n i n g / m e e t i n g
facilities
· Closed circuit video
throughout the facility
· Integrated ventilation
system
· Robotic calf feeding
· Raised bulk tank(s)

Feed intake monitoring
and control systems
Every cow had their
own specific feed bins
that were only opened
with their specific tag
on their ears to enable
them to open when
approached. Each of
these stalls monitors
their intake and the #
of times they approach
their assigned stalls/
bins.

Kitchen restaurant. They
welcomed us with open arms.
It was also the restaurant
where we had reservations
for breakfast the following
morning. Best of all, it was
only half a block away from
the Elora Inn. An awesome
dinner was had by all.
Saturday morning, ‘Leap
Year Day’ brought clear blue
skies and bright sunshine
with little to no wind. We
enjoyed a delicious breakfast
at the Gorge Country Kitchen.
While there, comment was
made that this was our extra
day for this year.....February
29. However, when a few
of the men checked their
watches, they read Saturday
March 1. So much for modern
technology! Someone must
have forgotten to program in
the Leap Year!

All in all, despite the weather
and the cancellation of our
Murder Mystery Dinner
Theatre, everyone enjoyed
themselves.
Since we are a group of
Robot pushing feed towards cattle.
farmers and flyers, we are
used to Mother Nature
The dairy barn tour was most throwing us a curve ball.
interesting and informative Whether she sends farmers
and thoroughly enjoyed by monsoon rains just as they
the entire group. From there, are trying to plant or harvest
we headed to the Elora Inn to crops or whether she sends
get registered and relax for a forth hurricane force winds
while. Fortunately, we were and thunderstorms when we
able to make reservations for
Continued on page 8
dinner at the Gorge Country
March/April 2020
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Special Feature

Thank You
To our Flying Farmer Friends,

Ontario Flying Farmers enjoying food
and camaraderie at the Gorge Country
Restaurant.

are flying a cross country tour
forcing us to hunker down in
some remote northern town.
We truly are an adaptable
group who know how to make
the best of a bad situation.
Many thanks to those who
did venture out in the nasty
conditions on Friday. Also,
thank you to those who
decided to stay home rather
than traveling in conditions
beyond their comfort level.
“Rather safe than sorry”.

A very special “Thank You” to all our Flying Farmer
Friends who took the time and effort to send us a
card for our 60th Wedding anniversary. We enjoyed
reading them all several times. We are so very
Blessed to have such wonderful, and thoughtful
friends in our lives. The day was spent with our
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Again “Thank You”
Luellen and Jim Landgren
Change of address:
Jim and Luellen Landgren
Grandview Assisted Living
827 N 19th ST
Ord, NE 68862
No landline. Luellen’s Cell phone # 402-340-8844.
Jim’s Cell phone # 308-750-2927

Trivia
Fun Fact
Not all diamonds are colorless. Some diamonds have
color, the most common being brown and yellow. Rarely, diamonds can be another
color, such as pink, blue or
orange. They can be incredibly expensive.
8
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1.How many bones are there in the neck of a giraffe?
2. Nigella seeds are primarily used as a condiment in what
type of cuisine?
3. Joe Namath excelled in which sport?
4. Golden raisins are made from what color grape?
5. It’s called a popsicle in the U.S.; what is it called in
England?
Answers on page 17
March/April 2020
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A Flying Story
By Keith Vogt
Pennsylvania Flying Farmer
Who: Keith & Kathy Vogt
When: 1990
Where: Pennsylvania San Juan, PR
What: Missions trip from
Calvary Bible Church
It was 1990 when 22
folks from Calvary Bible
Church in Mount Joy, PA
came together to work
on a building project on
the eastern end of Puerto
Rico near a US military
base located there.
Now for the planning to
fly our Cessna 182 for
this trip instead of the
airlines as the other 20
folks had done. At first,
I didn’t realize just how
far away our destination
was. To give some idea
of distance, the distance
from PA to West Palm
Beach, FL is the same as
from West Palm Beach
to San Juan.
I have
flown across the US
several times and have
10
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made a couple of trips
to the Bahamas. But,
this trip required some
new things - mainly the
longest flight over water
(500 miles of water) and
no HF (high frequency)
radio for long distance
communication. The
requirements included
flotation gear, clearing
customs in two different
countries, navigating with
few ground stations.
We left PA on an IFR flight
plan with a fuel stop in
Georgia and arrived at
West Palm Beach ready to
secure the floatation gear
and acquire the needed
documents for customs
etc. We planned for fuel
stops in the Bahamas and
Grand Turk in the Cacaos
Islands. The weather was
VFR, but the entire flight
was conducted on IFR
flight plans. After ground
and air filing of flight plans,
we arrived in Grand Turk
March/April 2020

and they had no record of
us in bound or out bound.
Refiled again for our
destination San Juan. I
must admit my navigation
is a discussion for another
time. However, I was to
report to San Juan Center
at an intersection 105
miles DME from a radial off
San Juan. I was amazed
the VOR came alive 2
miles before arriving at
the fix and I was right
on course. On the initial
call to Center I asked
them to confirm customs
had been notified of my
arrival and I thought it
was confirmed.
Well we landed and taxied
to customs only to be
confronted with an irate
custom’s official who had
no idea we were coming.
After the threat of a
$10,000 fine and some
heated discussion we
were handed off to a lad

who cleared us through
without further delay. We
stayed there a while and
did some touring. Finally,
we flew to the eastern
end of the island and
met up with the rest of
our group. We actually
stayed on the Roosevelt
Rhoads Naval Air Station.
With our work project
completed, we made plans
to return to West Palm
Beach before continuing
t o Pe n s a c o l a fo r a n
IFF winter workshop.
Because we had a tailwind
flying west, we made one
fuel stop at Mathewtown
on the Great Bahama
Island before the last leg
to West Palm. (FYI...
more customs issues
there because of wrong
documentation.) Finally,
we are cruising happily
at 10,000 feet over that
beautiful blue water.
About 300 miles off the
Florida coast, a warning
light flashed announcing
the alternator had quit. No
problem...it is just when
the battery goes dead
there is no navigation
and no communication.
I advised center of the

Special Feature

to customs by the biggest
fire engine I have ever
failure and got a heading seen.
to West Palm. At some
point, I was given a Now for the best part of the
descent to 6,000 feet story. We had to lay over
and a 5 degree heading a day to get the alternator
c h a n g e a n d s h o r t l y repaired and as a result
thereafter I realized the on our way the next day
battery had died. Now to Pensacola we were
there are procedures for flying at 8,000 feet when
IFR with radio failure Center called and asked
and I was about to use me if I wanted to see
them. When I realized the space shuttle. I say
the battery had died I “where?” and he said 11
hit the master switch o’clock in 30 seconds and
and killed everything ( there at 15,000 feet was
I should have done that the shuttle on the back of
earlier; but that is another the 747 being ferried back
story) When I was about from California. What
thirty miles off the coast, a beautiful sight in the
I woke up Kathy (yes she big blue Florida sky! We
sleeps a lot when we fly) made it to IFF and a good
and told her to look for a time was had by all.
green light gun signal from
the tower. Meanwhile, I
had tuned the ADF to
an outer marker at West
Palm and the battery had
enough “juice” to swing Why does a lawyer write
the needle to the nose a 5,000 word document
and behold .... West Palm and call it a brief?
was dead ahead. I landed
and taxied to the FBO What’s the trouble with
because I didn’t know telling someone a good
where customs were joke? It reminds them of
located. After a call to a bad joke.
customs I was escorted
March/April 2020
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Special Feature

Memories of Camping on Lake Fairlee
By Diana Ham
Vermont Flying Farmer
This article is reprinted from the
Sept/Oct 2011 issue of Vermont
Country Sampler with permission
from the author (Diana Ham)

I went to camp in Ely, Vermont,
at Camp Lochearn on Lake
Fairlee, for many years –
eight weeks a summer. My
folks were F.B.O.’s (fixed base
operators) at the Glens Falls
Warren County Airport. Their
company, Cape Aircraft, Inc.,
was busiest in the summer.
With my parents having
a seven day a week work
schedule, I found myself a
Vermonter ten months of my
life. I have some nostalgic
memories that crowd in when
I think of those days. The
nice thing is that as subjective
musings, I guess they don’t
have to be chronological. I
would like to share a few of
them:

not to cut it too short. Alas
– Mom already had given her
surreptitious instructions over
the phone (but I never figured
that out). I always hoped that
my wishes would be respected!
But I would again become a
“Buster Brown” look-alike. If
the earlobes showed, I would
get hysterical. It took a lot to
get me hysterical too. And I
still don’t trust beauticians!

When I arrived at Camp
Lochearn, a long ride from
my home, I would meet my
capable counselor and be
shown the corner of the
cabin that would be mine
for two months. We had
been instructed to bring
curtain material which, when
hung, brightened the corner
personalized it and covered
the items on the shelves under
it. Most belongings stayed in
my black camp trunk with
Getting me ready for Camp the brass grommets and the
Lochearn, two weeks into blue shelf. So, getting settled
the summer, always involved took only a little while. There
my getting a pretty drastic was a window by each corner
haircut. Once at camp, my too. In some cabins, one
thick brown hair would be could lie in bed and see the
growing unclipped for two stars. One quiet night, sleep
months, after all. Every year hadn’t come to me, although
I would beg the beautician it had to my cabin mates. I
12
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was staring at a beautiful full
moon when it suddenly, but
slowly, became eclipsed. I
lay very still. I felt that this
was a private show being
enacted only for my benefit.
It was a thrilling experience.
When I said goodbye to my
parents, it was with a sinking,
bittersweet feeling. Eight
weeks was almost sixty days,
(they couldn’t fool me), and
my birthday was in the middle!
So – what do I remember,
looking back so long ago? On
Sundays we walked a mile to the
non-denominational church
eating dusty thimbleberries
along the way. It was a camp
with a Scottish theme, so
we all wore blue sweaters,
white blouses, navy shorts, a
plaid over the shoulder, and
a crescent shaped blue tam.
If we were late, we had to
sit outside on the lawn and
listen to the piped sermon.
I ate a lot of elm tree seeds
while listening. Did you know
they taste quite like sesame
seeds? At least they did to a
hungry 10-year-old. Every so
often the town would oil the
road. Then the walk wasn’t
as pleasant.

Breakfast was in a high hall. A
variety of cereal boxes would
be on each table. For two
years, I would run as fast as
I could to get a table with
an unopened Cheerios box.
In each one of them was a
coupon. If you saved enough,
you could get a free Betty
Crocker picture cookbook. I
saved them all summer. You
wouldn’t believe how hard it
is to keep track of coupons at
a busy camp! I started saving
them again next summer, ever
the optimist, but to no avail.
Funny thing is, I don’t know
why I wanted the book. I
guess it had to be the thrill of
the chase.
Lake Fairlee was crystal
clear and cold even on the
hottest days. I perfected
some swimming skills. Each
sport activity was taught to
improve the individual’s skill
based on his abilities – not
in a competitive manner. I
felt very proud to have been
adjudged as having the best
form of the side stroke in
an important swim meet. I
really was proud of this, even
though it certainly wasn’t
resumé material. It isn’t even
a good-looking stroke! But I
was proud that the discipline
that it had taken to perfect
this skill had been recognized.
Each activity had a structured
set of goals which the camper
had to meet in order to show
mastery of the skill. If you
demonstrated consistent
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abandonment when my
parents dropped me off, my
success at an activity, you eight weeks of camp each
were awarded a felt symbol summer, for the most part,
of the sport at the Sunday flew happily and constructively
night campfires. My treasured by.
awards are still pinned to my
Camp Lochearn pennant.
They are symbols of the many
disciplines I strove to master
– solo canoeing, tennis,
horseback riding, sailing, to
name a few. There were also
spirit awards – “LC’s”. I was
lucky, as the years rolled by,
to earn a couple of those too.
Pecan Crackers
I was, after all, becoming a
camp fixture.
½ 16 oz pkg graham
Might I throw in an unpleasant crackers
memory? Picture me – a bony 2 c chopped pecans
6-year-old, in a rowboat that, ½ c white sugar
in retrospect, was as big as ½ c butter
the QE2. There is a small, ½ c margarine
old, black haired woman
counselor trying to teach me Preheat oven to 350o F
a rowing skill. Unfortunately,
I remember her having a grip Line baking sheet with graham
on that tender part of the crackers. Sprinkle evenly with
body between the neck and pecans.
left shoulder. She is hissing
that I must go 360 degrees In a small saucepan over
with 3 trusts of the oars (I medium heat, combine sugar,
remember them as being 12 butter & margarine. Bring to a
feet long). That was a very, boil & boil 3 minutes. Remove
very long afternoon. I felt from heat and spoon mixture
very alone – like my life was over pecans, coating well.
on the line. That was an
isolated unfortunate event. Bake in preheated oven 12
We all have them growing up! minutes, until golden.
Those are but some of my
memories of those summer
days long ago. After initial
fe e l i n g s o f d e s p a i r a n d
March/April 2020
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2020 IFF Convention
Mitchell, South Dakota
AIRPORT & TRAVEL INFORMATION
For the members who are flying into Mitchell, SD, you will fly
into the Mitchell Municipal Airport , KMHE ,which is located 3
miles north of Mitchell. The identification is MHE. Mitchell’s
elevation is 1304 ft. Mitchell’s two runways, 13-31, 6700
ft. and 18-36, 5512 ft. are 100-foot paved width runways.
Runway 13-31 has ILS instrument landing. All runways have
papi lights. Wright Brothers Aviation is the FBO for all your
needs. This facility is noted for its super clean facilities and
top-notch service. There is fuel available and free tie downs
for anyone who buys fuel. They also have hangar space available to rent if someone needs
it. They are open 7 days a week from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The phone number is 605-996-1228.
If you call ahead or when you land, please state that you are a member of the International
Flying Farmers Organization.
Here is some history about the airport. The Mitchell Airport was constructed in 1945 by the
United States Military and was to be the home of the Norden bomb targeting system. It was
also considered to be top secret. No civilians were allowed on the base. When WWII ended
the base was closed, and the airport was turned over to the city of Mitchell. The airport has
had many small air carriers through the years, but none have been successful for long-term
service. For a ride from the airport you will need to call Monte at 719-242-3817 or Diana at
719-242-3816.
For Commercial Flights you will fly into the Sioux Falls, South Dakota airport. There are 5 airlines
that service the Sioux Falls Regional Airport. Allegiant Air, American Eagle, Delta, Frontier
and United. From here you can either rent a vehicle at the airport or contact Elite Limousine
at 605-728-4409. Glen Fenwick, the owner has several vehicles he can use to transport you
from Sioux Falls to Mitchell. You can either call or email him and he will get right back to
you. Glen’s email address is elitelimosforu@
yahoo.com. It is a one-hour drive from Sioux
Falls to Mitchell. If several fly into Sioux Falls
around the same time, you might be able to
use the limo service and carpool so the cost
can be shared. There is also a service out of
Mitchell called EZ Ride. The phone number is
605-630-1026 and Dave is who I talked with.
What I would like is for those flying in
14
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Commercial, please let me know when your flight coming in and going out. We will try to
help as much as we can to get you to and from Sioux Falls. If Monte and I can pick you up
and take you back it will be a lot less expensive for everyone than using the above-mentioned
businesses. It seems to me the limo and taxi service are quite expensive so we will do what
we can to make it easy on everyone. My email is farmertracks@yahoo.com. Let us know so
we can try to work something out.
Tuesday, July 21, registration will be open at 2, and the first event will be the welcome Banquet
at 6 that evening. There will be a hospitality room in the Comfort Inn so there will be a place
for visiting there during the afternoon. No food from the hospitality room can be brought into
the conference center, but there are plenty of places to visit in the Comfort Inn.
I have also been asked about hot tubs and pools. There are hot tubs and pools in both the
Hampton Inn and Comfort Inn. I hope that everyone who wants to enjoy these, will have
plenty of time to do so.
Please get your reservations made as soon as you have an idea you are going to be able to
join us in Mitchell. This helps knowing for the meal counts as well as the tours.

March/April 2020
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Possible 2020 Convention Post Tour
Calling all aviators coming to the Mitchell, South Dakota 2020 IFF Convention with your own
aircraft!
If you want to extend your flying experience by a few more days, the tour committee is hoping
to put together a three- or four-day post tour. There is an accompanying map to show what I
have tentatively planned so far. I want to stress that this is preliminary! I need to get some
sort of idea of how many people might be interested in joining.
The basic premise of the post tour would be to fly up to Pierre, South Dakota to do some city
tours there and spend that first night there. The next day I was hoping to fly down to the
Valburgs’ Ranch to have a brief tour and stop over, then proceed on to Custer, South Dakota
where we would spend the night.
The following day we would take a land-based tour of the
battlegrounds of the Little Big Horn and hopefully the Mount
Rushmore National Park Tour. Then likely spend the night again
in Custer. The next day we would overfly Mount Rushmore, if
possible, for a different view of it. Then continue to Minden,
Nebraska where there is an unusual museum – Harold Warp
Pioneer Village. He was an industrialist in Chicago who needed
an airport at Minden his home-base, so he built
the airport for them. Then he built his collection
into a museum which is an extremely varied
museum. When people started coming, they
needed a place to stay so he built a motel. All
in all, it’s quite a unique experience. You can
get a two-day pass for the museum when you
stay in the motel, which is handy because the
museum is huge!
If you are even a little interested, please drop me a note. If you have any other suggestions
in the area let me now and I will see if we can include them.

Ken Pierce
pierceken@icloud.com
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Flight Plan for Possible 2020 Convention Post Tour

Page 8 Trivia Answers: 1.

Seven

2. Indian

3. American football

March/April 2020

4. White

5. Ice lolly
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The depot was once the train
station with the train schedule
maple syrup! Just sayin’ – on one of the walls. It is now
really, they really missed a filled with memorabilia of the
railway time as well as other
great time.
interesting items. One of the
First of all, it was cold and museum volunteers guided
windy out. We were seated visitors through the depot
By Diana Ham by the back wall, not in the and told some of the history.
Vermont Flying Farmer usual dining room, next to the Since there was a little time
roaring potbellied stove. It before lunch was ready, the
On Sunday, February 16, a even took Tom who, just loves art gallery across the street
small but sharp, warm and heat, a few minutes to be able was opened for anyone who
lively group of the Vermont to settle down in his seat! As wanted to go there.
Flying Farmers met at 9:30 usual, in between ordering
AM for a leisurely delicious “more syrup please”, we told Flying Farmers then went
s y r u p - d re n c h e d c o u n t r y stories. Our hostess Wenda into the dining car and were
breakfast. Every February Bird has a ton of them - all seated at tables complete
around Valentine’s Day, so interesting and colorfully with linens and favors. They
we schedule this outing at told - and true! So did the enjoyed a delicious lunch
“Rathbun’s Maple Sugar House Williams. Tom Nobles told a of fruit cup, chicken salad,
Restaurant” in Whitehall NY. few. Anyway - That’s what we croissant, cranberry Jell-O
did last Sunday. Next Month, salad and homemade apple
wonderful Jan Burleson will pie with ice cream for dessert.
host another fun time at the
“Wheel Inn” Restaurant in Thanks to Bunny Call for
Benson, VT where the corned making the arrangements for
beef and cabbage dinners are this wonderful gathering.
maybe ever better than our
The March gathering is being
stories!?
The ride there is lovely any
planned by June McMann and
time of year, but in the winter,
will be held in Lakeland, FL on
it ends over a narrow metal
Saturday, March 14th.
bridge over a rapid cascading
icy stream. Half of our group
are snowbirds and - you
know what? I would not
have traded places with any
of them (especially with the
2 members who are in RV’s
By Pat Amdor
whose heat has not been Illinois /Florida Flying Farmer
Dining Car at Depot Museum
working etc. and missed this
On
Wednesday,
Feb
5,
2020,
outing with these wonderful
people - flying farmer friends, the Florida Flying Farmers
warmth camaraderie and met in Avon Park, Florida, for
a tour of the Depot Museum.

‘Round the Regions
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‘Round the Regions

Flying Farmers enjoy a delicious lunch aboard the dining car

down. Here it’s been as hot as
the low 50s running in the low
40s Fahrenheit most days. I
know it’s not been that warm
back home on the prairies but
yesterday out here we saw the
first golfers out on the golf
By Ken Pierce course.
Manitoba Flying Farmer
After an excellent trip in New
As I start to write this on 16 Zealand in November, Colette
February, in Osoyoos, BC, it and I spent a couple of weeks
looks like the winter is winding
March/April 2020

in the Cook Islands to celebrate
our anniversary, as that was
where we had been married
20 years ago. It was pleasant
to see that the country really
hasn’t changed all that much
in the last 20 years. One of
the interesting aspects of the
wedding ceremony there was
that you were required to
plant a coconut palm tree as
a symbol of your marriage.
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So, we took the opportunity
‘Round the Regions
to return and find “our” palm
tree which has grown from 3 is really an amazing man!
feet high to over 40 feet high
On a more somber note, I
and about 2 feet across!
want to express condolences
We arrived back in Manitoba to the Flying Farmer families
to have two early Christmases who have lost loved ones
with our families. However, recently.
Colette found she had to stay
in Winnipeg and help out with I hope to see a lot of you at
her mother for a month or so. convention in Mitchell South
Since the farm was shut down, Dakota this summer and while
I opted to continue to BC with I’m on that topic, anyone
the plane to our condo and who is thinking of flying there
spend the next month waiting themselves, as the head of the
for Colette to get here. I can’t tour committee, I’m trying to
say I was idle as we usually get together a three or 4 day
go “old time dancing” three flying tour afterwards and
times a week and there are a would appreciate any heads
half dozen senior widows who up of anyone who might be
were only too happy to have interested so I can flesh out
the details. Just drop me an
a dance partner!
email even if you are not
T h e w e a t h e r h a s b e e n positive so I can check on a
unusually cloudy in the few more details. Contact
valley, so I have only been me at pierceken@icloud.com.
up flying 4 times for a total of Hope to hear from some of
7hrs. Yesterday I was able you soon.
to take a couple of folks up
for their first flight in a small
airplane. It is always gratifying
to see the smiles after a
good flight. On February 21
to 23 a couple of friends and
I will be making our annual
trip to Puyallup, Washington
for the Northwest Aviation
By Dale Bohrer
Conference. This will be the
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer
5th year we have attended,
and it is always a good show. As I write this we are looking
forward to our trip to Newton,
I also want to send belated Ka n s a s fo r t h e Ka n s a s /
birthday wishes to Glenn Heartland Convention March
Kinneberg for his 93rd! Glenn 6th-8th.
20
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On February 15th the Kansas
Sweetheart Luncheon was
held at the Airport Steakhouse
i n H u t c h i n s o n , Ka n s a s .
January 25 th t he IA/MO
chapter members met at Pizza
Ranch in Iowa City, Iowa.
The IA/MO Convention will
be March 27th – 29th at the
Pleasant Hill Sleep Inn &
Suites, 5850 Morning Star
Court. The phone number
for the hotel is 515-2999922 and it is directly to that
hotel. Come join us if you
can, we have some great
tours planned. The tours
will start Friday morning and
some of the places planned
are the Iowa State Capital,
State Historical Museum of
Iowa, Terrace Hill the Iowa
governor’s mansion and the
Gold Star Military Museum at
Camp Dodge.

On Friday evening we will have
a speaker from Ape Cognition
and Conservation Initiative
and on Saturday our speaker
will present information on a
program to visit every airport
in Iowa.
CONVENTION CANCELLED
DUE TO COVID-19

Here in Iowa right now the
weather is just about perfect.
It makes us all anxious to get
the spring started.

‘Round the Regions

Linthicum from Big Bend,
and Robert Ticknor from the
We are saddened at the FAA, gave seminars on three
passing of our central U.S. subjects: aircraft performance,
members, Keith Kerr, Don pilot in command, security
and regulations.
Eickhoff and Marilyn Bartel.

By Audrey Ledgerwood
Washington Flying Farmer
Fe b r u a r y 1 , t h e F l y i n g
Farmers attended the Safety
Seminar sponsored by Big
Bend Community College
and the FAA in Moses Lake,
Washington. The Flying
Farmers provide cookies
and coffee to satisfy the
sweet tooth of the 43 pilots
attending. The presenters,
John Swedburg and Aaron

Aaron began with documents
needed by the pilot in
command and the airplane
documents needed. He quickly
helped us fill out a weight and
balance calculation that we
usually take for granted since
most of us carry the same
passengers. It was a good
review. John also talked about
weight and balance. He had
a small airplane that he could
adjust the weight on so we
could see the difference when
the weight shifted and how it
affected the flight. They spent
some time on air density and
how it could affect the rate
of climb. Wake turbulence
was also brought up. A lot of
little tidbits came up. Carbon
monoxide will attach to the
lung hemoglobin 200-250

March/April 2020

times more than oxygen
and can take a long time to
dissipate. They suggested a
carbon monoxide card in the
airplane. All the notams are
not always in the same place;
check out several different
websites to specifically find
them. There is a new flight
plan form called the ICAO.
Robert Tickner, FAA, said the
majority of runway incursions
were from private airplanes.
Watch the hold short line,
landing on wrong runways,
landing on taxi-strips and
landing on wrong airports.
We think this is not on our
airports, but there have been
incursions at Pasco, Moses
Lake, Lewiston and Yakima in
2017, 2018 and 2019. Robert
talked a little about drones
and quite a few pilots present
had drone certificates.
There was a lot covered in
the four hours. This yearly
refresher course is good for
all pilots.

The International Flying Farmer
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Les Burleson
1930-2020
Lester W. “Les” Burleson Jr.,
89 years young, passed away
Monday, Jan. 6, 2020. Les
was born March 25, 1930, in
Middletown, CT, to Lester and
Myrtle (Dunkleberger) Burleson.
He graduated from Woodrow
Wilson High School where he met
his future wife, Jan MacLaren,
who survives him. They were
married for 68 years.
This past year, since he was
unable to go to his beloved shop
to repair and cane chairs, he
had been making baskets. e of
Vermont.
He and Jan had been members
of the Vermont Chapter of the
International Flying Farmers for
57 years and he still carried his
pilot’s license in his wallet until
he died. They were the kingpins
organizing and participating in
the pancake breakfasts at the
Glens Falls Floyd Bennett Airport
balloon festivals. Vermont Flying
Farmers will remember Les too
for his wonderful knowledge of
many subjects, his wry sense of
humor. He was a fan of Robert’s
Rules of Order and his often-vain
efforts to infuse some order in
our meetings, in a nice way, of
course.

Memorial
Jim Kindt
1931-2020
It is with deep sadness that
the family of Jim Kindt,
Nanton, Alberta, announce
his passing on Saturday,
January 11, 2020 at the age
of 88.
Jim was predeceased by
his wife Frances Faye Kindt
(McPeak) and will be forever
loved and remembered by
his children Reece (Colleen),
Nora (Don), Joanne (Gerrit)
and Glenys, as well as
numerous grand and greatgrandchildren.
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Donald William Eickhoff, 91,
formerly of Wykoff, MN passed
away Saturday, Feb. 15, 2020,
at Waters on Mayowood, in
Rochester, where he had resided
since 2015.
Donald was the son of Emil and
Irene (Biel) Eickhoff. He was
born Nov. 16, 1928, in Fountain.
On June 3, 1951, Don married
Lila Fingerson. The marriage
was blessed with five children:
Thomas of Minneapolis, Dona of
Lakeville, Minn., Jane Meisner of
Wykoff, Steven of Fountain, Lisa
of Wykoff; 11 grandchildren and
20 great-grandchildren.
Don was active in the startup
of the Wykoff Area Historical
Society, Historic Bluff Country,
and Wykoff’s Community Club.
Don became interested in flying
and earned his private pilot’s
license as well as his instrument
rating. Joining International
Flying Farmers, (IFF) opened up
a new world for the entire family.
They traveled throughout the
United States and Canada. Don
and Lila were able to fly their
plane on tours to Mexico, Central
America and the Bahamas. In
1981 he was elected president
of the IFF.

Les leaves behind his loving wife,
Jan; daughters Lynn LaRock, Lee
Scott, and son Wayne Burleson;
7 grandchildren Rick, Matt, Leslie
LaRock, Jessica Reed, Justin
Burleson, Martin Hutchins and
Hannah Hutchins, 13 greatgrandchildren and a great-greatgranddaughter. He also leaves
his younger brother, Richard.
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Don Eickhoff
1928-2020

Don was preceded in death by
Lila in January 2019. Those who
also went before him include
his sister Myrna Lewis, and
brother-in-law Robert Butler.
Surviving siblings are brother
Virgil Eickhoff and sister Diane
Eickhoff.
March/April 2020

C. Keith Kerr
1931-2020

Memorial

Keith Kerr, 89, of Postville, Iowa
died Monday, February 17,
2020 at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Rochester, Minnesota. Charles
Keith was born January 31, 1931
to Kenneth Joel and Joyce Mae
(Turner) Kerr in Fayette County.
Keith proudly served in Korea as
part of the United States Army
from September 1952 to August
1954.
Keith was united in marriage
with Verta Maxine Moose on
September 1, 1957. Three
children were born to this union.
Keith was a 5th generation
farmer on the family farm. He
was a member of IA/MO Flying
Farmers and International Flying
Farmers. He was a member of
the Postville American Legion
Arthur F. Brandt Post 518 for
over sixty years and went on
the Honor Flight from Dubuque
to Washington D.C. Keith built a
1/6 scale model of a 65 hp Case
steam engine and a 1/6 scale
Case 1923 hay press (baler).
Keith and Verta displayed these
models at many steam engine
shows in the Midwest.

Marilyn Harris (Bartel)
1943-2020
Marilyn LewElla (Hall) Harris, 76,
passed away February 17, 2020,
Wesley Medical Center, Wichita,
Kansas.
Daughter of Code Henry and
LewElla Dean (Anderson) Hall,
Marilyn was born December 3,
1943, Taft, California.
She and Larry Harris were married
and had four children: Janell Rae,
Janean Louise, Jarrod Keith, and
Jeffery Dean. Larry preceded her
in death September 9, 1997.

Former Members
Minnie Burton – Manitoba –
8/21/19
Gay Hunt – Saskatchewan –
9/11/19
Doris Reid – Heartland –
12/11/19

Marilyn and Harry Bartel married
December 15, 2001, they enjoyed
18 great years together. They
loved traveling and took several
trips together including Canada,
Alaskan Cruise, Bahamas, and
Belize.
One of her greatest joys were
grandchildren. She was a very
busy woman and loved cooking.
She cooked at USD #209, Moscow
and USD #210, Hugoton. As a
member of Kansas Flying Farmers
and IFF she was often in charge
of meal planning for international
conventions.

Keith is survived by his wife, Verta
Kerr of Postville, Iowa; three Jim Russell – Minnkota –
children, Cindy Berns of Postville, 12/31/19
Iowa; Scott Kerr of Monona,
Iowa; and K. J. Kerr of Waukon,
Iowa; nine grandchildren and 14
great-grandchildren

She is survived by husband, Harry
Bartel, Hugoton, KS.; daughters,
Janell Rae Valdez, Albuquerque,
NM; Janean Louise Harris,
Topeka, KS; son, Jarrod Keith
Harris,Topeka,KS; brothers, Glen,
Roger, Tony, and 3 grandchildren.

Keith was preceded in death by
his parents, a grandson, Bradley
Berns; one brother, Donald Kerr;
three sisters, Dorothy Livingood,
Marjorie Hamme, and Peggy
Hart.

She was preceded in death by
parents, Code and LewElla, son,
Jeffery “Stack”, and brother
George.
March/April 2020
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EAA TO FAA: REMOTE ID RULES PROPOSAL IS OVERREACH, THREATENS TRADITIONAL MODEL FLYING
In official comments, EAA offers alternatives for smooth UAS airspace integration
EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wisconsin — (March 3, 2020) — The Federal Aviation Administration’s proposed rules for Unmanned Aerial System (UAS) integration is an overreaching answer and
threatens traditional pathways into manned aviation, according to the Experimental Aircraft Association.
As part of its official comments submitted on March 2 to the FAA’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NPRM) docket, EAA noted that in the agency’s attempt for regulations to keep pace with burgeoning UAS technology, it has harmed the freedoms and longstanding safe operations maintained by the
traditional model aviation community. That community has little in common with the UAS operations
that the FAA seeks to regulate, especially in such areas as non-line-of-sight operations and within
controlled airspace.
“EAA fully understands the need to regulate UAS operations for public safety while safely integrating
them into the national airspace,” said Sean Elliott, EAA’s vice president of advocacy and safety. “This
FAA proposal, however, simply issues blanket regulations for all unmanned aerial operations, regardless
of safety or compliance history. It threatens a long-successful pathway for people to engage in flight.”
EAA offered several alternatives that would fully regulate the new UAS operations that are requesting
more expansive freedoms to fly in the national airspace, while acknowledging the outstanding safety
and compliance record of traditional model aviation. Among those alternative solutions were:
·
Registration requirements for multiple traditional model aircraft owned by a specific operator
can remain as a single registration, not separate registrations for each aircraft
·
Creation of a notification system not reliant on immediate, on-site internet connectivity
·
Establishment of FAA-recognized identification areas, such as model aircraft flying fields, directly
with the FAA via a time-proven system such as FAA’s Web-based Operations Safety System
In January, EAA and other general aviation organizations had asked for a 30- to 60-day extension to
the comment period, to allow all stakeholders to thoroughly review the 300-plus page NPRM and offer
additional well-researched comments. The FAA rejected that request, stating that an extension as not
in the public interest. Still, more than 44,000 comments were posted to the FAA docket, which is an
extraordinary number considering most FAA NPRMs draw fewer than 1,000 comments.
“The unusually fast turnaround for this comment period has consequences that may include having
to go back and fix bad decisions that were made in haste, while not using risk-based criteria,” Elliott
said. “EAA is also concerned that rushed regulations set precedents that may eventually affect manned
recreational aircraft operations, which is unacceptable.”
About EAA
EAA embodies The Spirit of Aviation through the world’s most engaged community of aviation enthusiasts. EAA’s 240,000 members and 900 local chapters enjoy the fun and camaraderie of sharing
their passion for flying, building and restoring recreational aircraft. For more information on EAA and
its programs, call 800-JOIN-EAA (800-564-6322) or go to www.eaa.org. For continual news updates,
connect with www.twitter.com/EAA.
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Chapter Supplies Available
through IFF - New Prices!
WOY Pin
Queen’s Pin
(w/year guard)
Year Guard

$15.00

________

$55.00
$30.00

________
________

TOTAL $________
Please add an additional $5 for shipping
Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of supplies ordered -- indicate year for the
trophy and pin under “Additional Info”.
Please allow 6 weeks for the trophy,
tiara and pins, and 3-4 weeks for the
WOY pin.

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents: Make note
of the following deadlines for upcoming issues of the International
Flying Farmer magazine.
Issue
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline
Jan. 1
Mar. 1
May 1
July 1
Sept. 1
Nov. 1

Name: ____________________
Address: ___________________
_____________________________
City: ______________________
State/Prov: __________________
Zip/Postal: _________________
Mail check and order form to:
International Flying Farmers
P.O. Box 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

Please remember
to notify the IFF
Office when you
change addresses
for the winter and
again when you
return home
IFF does not accept credit cards

NOTICES
IFF Memorial Scholarship
Fund Donations
All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax purposes
since the IFF Memorial
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution. They
should be sent to:
IFF Past Presidents
c/o Zelda Lewis
21527 Larch Drive
Plainfield, IL 60544-6345

Please inform the IFF
office when a member or former member of your chapter
passes away

NAME ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
CHILD ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
CHILD ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________
EMAIL _______________________________________________________________
OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________
AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
Year
Make
Model
N-number

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year
Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers
Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________
Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation,
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America. While
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers. Direct
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is: To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore
and emphasize the importance of flying and the
use of the airplane in agricultural production,
including the breeding, raising and feeding of
livestock; and to engage in research and extension
service, including publishing magazines or other
periodicals to disseminate among its members
information pertaining to the purposes of the
organization.

