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2020 Calendar of Events
February 2020
15 – Kansas Sweetheart Luncheon - 12:00 Noon - Hutchinson Airport Steakhouse, 
1100 Airport Rd, Hutchinson, KS  67501

March 2020
6-8 – Kansas/Heartland Convention - Comfort Inn & Suites, 1205 E 1st St, 
Newton, KS 67114, Phone:  316-836-2004

March 2020
27-29 – Iowa/Missouri Convention - Sleep Inn & Suites, 5850 Morning Star 
Court, Pleasant Hill, IA  Phone:  515-299-9922 - reservations by March 2nd-ask 
for Flying Farmers

April 2020
24-26 – Mid-Atlantic Convention - Doylestown, PA

17-19– Alberta Convention - Hampton Inn by Hilton, 850 Emerald Drive, 
Sherwood Park, AB  Phone:  780-449-1609 - reservations by April 3, 2020

24-26– Manitoba Convention - Souris Hotel, 105 First Street South, Souris, MB  
Phone:  204-483-3373

May 2020
17-19 – Wisconsin Convention - Mauston, WI

June 2020
12 – IFF Woman of the Year Day, Hilltop Inn, 928 NW Olesen St, Pullman, WA  
99163, Phone:  509-332-0928

July 2020
21-24 – IFF Convention - Mitchell, SD

If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME 
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH PHONE 
NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to the IFF 
Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL  61854

IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use.  Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families.  No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.
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Official Reports

President’s Report
By Harry Bartel

Kansas Flying Farmer

Even though it is wintertime 
here in Kansas, it is difficult to 
remind oneself that springtime 
is only three short months 
away.  We have had some cold 
spells here, but compared to 
some other areas of the USA, 
we have had a reasonable 
mild winter so far.  March 
6-8, 2020 will be on us before 
we know it.  We would like 
to invite you to the Kansas 
Flying Farmers Convention, 
on those dates.  It will be 
held at Newton, Kansas with 
our hotel accommodations 
at Comfort Inn, just 1 block 
off Interstate 35.  It is next 
door to everyone’s favorite 
treat, the Braum’s Restaurant.  
Come early and stay late, 
there will be plenty of things 
to see and do.  This year we 
are combining the convention 
with the Heartland Convention 
since both of us have found 
ourselves with less members, 
and we will try it and see if 
we can increase our number 
of attendees.  Heartland will 
also have time for their own 
business meeting, and if all 
this works as planned, next 
year they will be in charge 

of convention at a location of 
their choosing.

We will have the registration 
desk open on Friday morning, 
and we want everyone to 
remember to be ready for our 
first activity - a trip to their 
local airport.  We will receive a 
tour of the airport and see how 
they have attempted to make 
it a profitable venture for the 
community.  ‘Mennonite Press’ 
is their largest tenant, and 
they have been in the printing 
business since 1902.  They 
do all the printing for Bethel 
College, as well as outside jobs, 
so their work literally gets sent 
all over the world.  They have 
several aviation businesses 
located there, as they are 
close to Wichita.  Their newest 
tenant is ‘Weatherly Aircraft’ 
a manufacturer of agricultural 
aircraft, which also are shipped 
all over the world.  We will 
also be eating lunch at the 
airport, and that evening we 

plan on having the Ice Cream 
Social, back at the hotel.  
Saturday, we are planning 
the business meetings, and a 
tour of some of the interesting 
places in the downtown area, 
with Coronation that evening.  
Sunday morning, we plan a 
short church service, and the 
Kansas officers’ meeting to 
discuss plans for next years’ 
activities.

KFF held their Christmas Party 
at Clay Center this year at 
‘Life’s Finer Moments’ a very 
beautiful facility, just outside 
of town.  Fine food and great 
entertainment was the order 
of that day.  Teresa picked a 
good facility.
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Wisconsin Flying Farmers Christmas Meeting

By Phil Peterson
Wisconsin Flying Farmer

A good time was had by all, 
when Wisconsin Flying Farmers 
got together December 4th 
in Watertown, WI at the 
Pizza Ranch.  There were 
eighteen for lunch, with four 
planes flying into krvv.  First 
item was to congratulate 
Jeff Thompson, our own 
Flying Farmer Ambassador 
for Wisconsin, as the IFF Man 
of the Year.  

Name tags were presented 
to our newest members Dave 
and Cindy Seitz of Mauston, 
Wisconsin.  We set our WFF 
annual convention on May 17 
-19 in Mauston, Wisconsin 
(82c). 

Dan Spangler from Wisconsin 
Aviation Inc., the IT manager, 
gave us a hair-raising talk 
about his experience with 
icing.  It started as a short flight 
of 3 take off and landings to 

Dan Spangler talks about icing

L to R:  Phil Peterson presented name tags to 
new WI members Cindy & Dave Seitz

stay current at the Watertown 
Airport.  But it ended in an 
hour-long flight in heavy icing.  
He was talked down by ATC 
to a safe landing at Madison, 
WI.  He had pictures of his 
Piper Warrior after landing.  
We had never seen a picture 
of a plane with more ice on it.  

Another guest at our lunch was 
Ron Brunner from Mauston, 
who wants to join IFF, and 
has offered to help set up our 
convention.   

Phil Peterson reported on 
his and Mark Peterson’s 
experience on a Badger Honor 
Flight to Washington DC.  
The memorials they visited 
and the military precision in 
organization of the events of 
the day were impressive. Phil 
praised the Badger Honor 
Flight for the dedication to 
honor the Vets Home.  Our 
Christmas donation was given 
to the Badger Honor Flight. 
Thanks to all who could make 
it. 



6            The International Flying Farmer              January/February 2020    

Special Feature

IFF Man of the Year Jeff Thompson

By Jeff Thompson
Wisconsin Flying Farmer

Talk about procrastination, 
just got an email from Pat 
Amdor saying my article 
for the magazine was due 
tomorrow. She reminded me 
in October that it was due in 
January, and I thought about 
sitting down a couple of times 
to start it, but that was as far 
as I got.  I never dreamed that 
January would come this fast.  

I’m writing this as the 2019 
Man of the Year recipient. It 
was quite a surprise when we 
landed late to the convention 
in Wichita and got to the hotel 
after the evening activities 

were over.  I was greeted in 
the lobby and was told Phil 
Peterson had accepted the 

Man of the Year award in my 
behalf. I was grateful Phil was 
there to accept the award, 
and I didn’t have to give a 
speech. 

I am very grateful  and 
humbled that I was chosen 
for this award.  I truly love 
the Flying Farmers, and all 
the friends we have made 
through the years and I feel 
so fortunate to have been 
able to participate in so many 
events. Marcia and I have 
been members for 16 years 
and have seen the decline in 
membership over the years.  
Only time will tell, but we sure 
hope we can still be active 
members for years to come 
in this organization.

L to R:  Jim, Scott, Jeff & Barry

2019-20 IFF MOY Jeff Thompson and wife Marcia
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Granddaughter Bay is just like 
Grandpa Jeff

 I am a 3rd generation 
Strawberry Farmer in south 
east Wisconsin. We have 
adapted our pick-your-own 
farm over the years, and now 
grow 20 acres of strawberries, 
2 acres of raspberries, and 
about 15 acres of pumpkins.

Marcia and I have 3 sons and 
7 grandchildren.   Our oldest 
son Jim is a pilot flying for 
the airlines, our middle son 
Barry is a Crew Chief on the 
KC-135 in the WI Air National 
Guard, and our younger son 
Scott has taken over the day 
to day operations of the farm. 
We are so fortunate to live 

across the driveway from his 
family with 3 grandchildren. 
My father was also a pilot, and 
I’m pretty sure I got the flying 
bug from him. 

The Wisconsin Flying Farmers 
have not had many new 
members recently, but this 
year we have two new 
members. One of our new 
members has just completed 
The Lodge at Mauston where 
we will be holding our WI 
Chapter Convention along 
with the Man of the Year 
event. The dates are May 
17th through the 19th 2020. 

Marcia & Jeff with all 7 grandchildren

The airport identifier for the 
Mauston airport is 82C. More 
information about the WI 
Convention will follow as plans 
get further along.   You can find 
more information about the 
Lodge at: thelodgeatmauston.
com
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IFF Woman of the Year Colene Sager

By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

I am honored to have been 
chosen IFF Woman of the 
Year 2019. This has sent me 
into reminiscing mode and 
past experiences which have 
brought me to this honor. Art 
and I joined in October of 
2003, but my memories go 
back further.

Art and I were at the Colfax 
Airport where we had a hangar 
rented for our Stinson. There 
was another couple who were 
waiting for their passengers 
and we started visiting. It 
was Ray and Lorraine Jones 
and they were waiting for 
Melvin and Evelyn Ensley as 
they were flying to a picnic at 
Priest Lake, Idaho at Bob and 
Paula Kramer’s lake property. 
Lorraine proudly told us 
they were all members of 
International Flying Farmers 
and explained the organization 
and told us we should join. 
At that time we had family 
and job commitments that 
kept us from joining, but we 
never forgot that encounter. 
Especially since they were 
flying to such a cool place 
as Priest Lake, our favorite 
vacation spot!

Thirteen years later much 
had changed in our lives. 

We now were driving school 
bus instead of working for 
farmers, our three kids were 
on their own, our plane was 
a Mooney M20C and we were 
building a hangar on our 
property which bordered the 
landing strip owned by the 
aerial applicator. Art decided 
he wanted to find out how 
to join the flying farmers. 
He called Doug Gadwa, the 
fixed base operator of Inter-
State Aviation, Pullman, 
Washington. Doug was an 
IFF member and Art had 
read an ad for IFF on the 
bulletin board at the FBO. So 
connections were made and 
I agreed to go to the first 
meeting but did not promise 
that I would be very involved. 
After all, Art belonged to 
the Whitman County Sheriff 
Posse, an organization on 
horseback, and I did not go to 
his meetings for that group. I 
thought it would be the same 
with this flying farmer group.
 
There was a lot of excitement 
in the Washington Flying 
Farmer meetings in the fall 
of 2003 about a convention 
that would be in Spokane in 
the summer of 2004. I was 
changing my mind about 

how involved I would be 
with this new organization. 
I could see that it was a 
God, Family and Country 
honoring group of people who 
cared for one another and 
welcomed us to join them. 
One of the needs for the 
convention was transportation 
and chaperone assistance for 
the teens. I decided that was 
something that I could do. I 
had experience with school 
bus driving and working with 
teens and also knew my way 
around Spokane. Through this 
experience, I found a kindred 
spirit in Zelda Lewis and 
enjoyed my first convention 
in a much different fashion 
to the usual “newcomer”. We 
chaperoned around 20 teens. 

I was now totally committed 
to attending all flying farmer 

happenings. The first IFF 
Convention we attended was 
in Mandan, North Dakota in 

Zelda Lewis & Colene
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Special Feature2007. We have attended eight 
conventions since then, always 
using them as an excuse to fly 
our Mooney plane. We also 
joined the group of planes 
in 2017 flying to Yellowknife, 
Northwest Territory, Canada. 
Our lives have been enriched 
with friends all over the United 
States and Canada. Locally, we 
hosted meetings in our home, 
planned some outings for the 
group, and planned some 
Region 9 Conventions. When 
the health of our newsletter 
editor, Phyllis Franz, was 
failing, I offered to help her 
if needed. About six months 
later she called, and I have 
been the editor since the fall 
of 2008.

I have been married to Art 
for 56 years. A year after we 
were married, he decided to 
take flying lessons, bought a 
1947 Luscombe 8E, and soon 
had his private pilot license. 
We lived 300 miles from any 
family and soon we could 
fly for weekend visits. Art’s 

mother-in-law was not too 
keen on us flying, but it did 
make frequent visits possible. 
Our first baby was born two 
years later and there was not 
room even for a tiny extra 
person in that Luscombe, so 
we traded for a 1958 Cessna 
172. By the time our third child 
was born, Art had become a 
long distance owner-operator 
truck driver and there was 
no time for flying. We sold 
the Cessna and did not have 
a plane for twelve years. As 
soon as he changed careers 
by working for a large wheat 
operation, he started plane 
shopping again. This time 
it was a 1947 Stinson 108 
Station Wagon. Our two boys 
were almost grown by then 

and they enjoyed some trips 
with us. The Stinson was 
expensive to run and we 
had to question if we could 
afford to fly it, so we bought 
a 1964 Mooney M20C. Not 
only have we used it to get 
to IFF Conventions, we have 
taken trips as far as the Outer 
Banks of North Carolina where 
we landed on a paved strip 
and walked across the berm 
to swim in the Atlantic Ocean.
 
The joy of flying has been an 
important part of our lives. 
I decided that as we were 
venturing further yet getting 
older, there needed to be two 
pilots to get us where we 
wanted to go. In June 2013 
I began flying lessons. The 

Colene, Art, Blake & Gaylene with the 1958 Cessna 172

Art & Colene’s wedding day 
August 10, 1963
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person behind the counter 
at Inter-State Aviation in 
Pullman, Washington asked if 
I was there for an introductory 
flight. I answered that no, I 
was in it for the long haul. 
Little did I know how long 
that haul was going to last! I 
soloed on October 29, 2013. 
By July of 2014, my instructor, 
Lyle Drader, trusted me to go 
solo cross country. I chose 
to land at the Odessa Airport 

Art & Colene with their Money M20J

and visit with IFF members, 
Stan and Debby Dammel. 
Then on April 15, 2015 I heard 
the most wonderful words 
– congratulations, you are a 
private pilot!

My next goal was to be able 
to fly the Mooney. It had a 
manual landing gear instead of 
an electric “push the button”. I 
was never able to release the 

gear or retract the gear. This 
brought us to the decision that 
the plane we had owned since 
1991 had to be replaced. So 
we now own a 1977 Mooney 
M20J. I received my complex 
endorsement November 1, 
2016.

When we gather our family 
together, we have Gaylene, 
Blake and Kyle, each with 
homes of their own. They 
have blessed us with 5 
grandchildren, 4 dogs and 2 
cats. It is a joyful day when 
all can visit at once – even 
the dogs! Let me individually 
introduce them. Gaylene and 
Don Manning live in LaPine, 
Oregon where they serve at a 
Village Mission Church. Their 
kids are Sarah (Case Manager 
for Aging and Long Term 
Care of Eastern Washington) 
and her husband, Justin 
Grandinetti (Certified Public 
Accountant) from Spokane; 
Luke from Seaside, Oregon, 
a college student; Hannah 
Manning, Salem, Oregon, 
a college student; and two 
dogs. Blake and Marcy Sager 
live much closer, just 20 
miles away. Blake works at 
an assisted living facility in the 
dining area and Marcy works 
in the cafeteria of the school. 
They have Jullene, Spokane, 
a college student; Kenneth, a 
high school student; and two 
cats. Kyle and Ann Marie live 
in Spokane. Kyle works in a 
feed production plant and 
Ann Marie manages a deli at 

PPLaGrande:  Colene the day she became a Private Pilot
August 15, 1915
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L to R:  Gaylene Manning, Colene & Art Sager, Kyle & Blake Sager

an athletic club. They have 
two dogs. We were all able to 
be together at Thanksgiving 
except Luke. The older the 
grandkids become the harder 
it is to have ALL together. 
 
Sundays will find us traveling 
two miles down the highway 
to Country Bible Church. Art 
serves as Deacon and I play 
the piano and teach Junior 
Church.

In closing, I want to thank the 
International Flying Farmers 
for the honor of being Woman 
of the Year for 2019. It has 
given me the chance to look 
back and totally realize what 
the flying farmers really mean 
to me personally. You are 
invited to celebrate with me 

on June 12, 2020 in Pullman, 
Washington. Watch the 
magazine for registration 
information.

Passing the Buck/
The Buck Stops Here

Most men in the early West 
carried a jack knife made 
by the Buck Knife Company.  
When playing poker, it was 
common to place one of 
these Buck knives in front of 
the dealer so that everyone 
knew who he was.  When it 
was time for a new dealer, 
the deck of cards and the 
knife were given to the new 
dealer.  If this person didn’t 
want to deal, he would “pass 
the buck” to the next player.  
If that player accepted, then 
“the buck stopped there.”

If Websites Had 
Warning Labels

Google:  “Warning!  You may 
actually find more than what 
you’re looking for.”

Blogs:  “May cause drowsi-
ness.”

Microsoft:  “Warning!  Bill 
Gates isn’t ever going to share 
his money with you.”

YouTube:  “Warning!  Contents 
may be stupid.”
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IFF New Zealand Tour 2019

Edited By Mary Hawthorne
Ontario Flying Farmer

By Marlene Black
Tuesday, November 12 was 
a sightseeing tour of Dunedin 
City and the Otago Peninsula 
for our group of 28. First was 
the Nature Wonders Centre 
which is a working sheep 
farm running between 1500-
2500 stock units for wool and 
meat products of perendales. 
Entering the shed we noticed 
the energy and excitement 
of sheep being mustered in 
from the paddocks by the 
dogs. The shearer skillfully 
removed and inspected 
the fleece. Many sheep are 
sheared once per year. There 
are 252 different grades of 
wool. The finer Merino wool is 
used for garments and along 
with opossum fur, blended 
into beautiful sweaters and 
accessories Other wool is used 
for socks, carpets, insulation. 
 

An 8-wheeler all-terrain vehicle 
took us for an exhilarating 

cross-country tour with 
360-degree panoramic views. 
Descending to sea level, we 
saw a breeding colony of 
Cormorants (spotted shag) 
on a rugged cliff face rising 
from the crashing Pacific; 
then a breeding colony of New 
Zealand fur seals and pups 
basking on the rocks before 
viewing little blue penguins in 
their nests or on the beach.
  

 Kadiata Pine trees, now used 
for lumber, were brought by 
the Scots to New Zealand 
along with Gorse and Broom, 
yellow shrubbery which has 
now become a very invasive 
weed spreading over the 
hillsides. In Dunedin City, 
some of our tour members 
took the climb to the top of 
the world’s tallest street.

Wednesday, November 
13, some of us departed from 

Dunedin’s beautiful railway 
station on the Taieri Gorge 
Railway on its scenic journey 
into some of New Zealand’s 
mos t  e ve r y  chang i ng , 
spectacular scenery. Natural 
wonders combined with 
the challenge of manmade 
engineering left us amazed. 
Sustainable Forestry was 
noted for when they harvest 
one pine tree, they plant 2 
seedlings to replace it. One 
tunnel is 1300 ft. long and the 
viaduct over the river is 150 
ft. high.

Dunedin, the second largest 
and oldest city in the South 
Island, is renowned for 
its proximity to incredible 
wildlife, high quality cultural 
exper iences,  wi th r ich, 
well preserved Victorian 
Architecture.   University 
students make up 20% of the 
population of Dunedin. 

By Jane Farrell
 November 14 was a cool 
but clear day with lots of 
sunshine as we crossed the 
rich farmlands of the Taieri 
River basin bordered by the 
mountain ranges.  A guided 
tour of the Croydon Aviation 
Heritage Centre highlighted 
the many hangars with 

The Little Blue Penguin Beach
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Special Featureairplanes in various stages 
of restoration. Most of these 
aircraft from the 1920’s and 
30’s, included an extensive 
collection of de Havilland 
aircraft 

The Tiger Moth that was 
offering rides that day so 
Allan Taylor (Ont) as well as 
Morley Woods (Man)- took in 
the skies and views of the vast 
farmlands, mountains and 
rivers across this area. The 
rest of us sat back to enjoy 
our lunch at the lovely cafe 
associated with this Museum.  

Te Anau, known as the 
“Gateway to Fjord land” is 
a jumping off spot to visit 
Milford Sound. That evening 
some of us took in the optional 
tour of Glow-worm caves. We 
were fortunate to be able to 
take this as the previous water 

levels had been too high, so 
earlier tours were cancelled.

These worms glow/luminesce 
in the dark.  The water was 
“roaring” through these 
limestone caves - constantly 
carving out these tunnels. 
Very interesting to see these 
insects in real-time.

The next day, November 
15, for our visit to Milford 
Sound it poured++ at this 
UNESCO Site!! The west of 
the mountain divide of the 
Southern Alps has a very wet 
climate with annual average 
of 200 rainy days and up to 
310 inches of rain in Milford 
Sound. Prevailing westerly 
winds blow moist air from the 
Tasman Sea; such moisture 
creates dozens of temporary 
as well as a number of major 
waterfalls that cascade down 
the cliff faces.

The Homer Tunnel, opened in 
1954, is a 1.2km-long tunnel 
through solid rock providing 
road access to Milford Sound. 
         

Cruising out to the Tasman 
Sea, while taking in the many 
waterfalls and commentary 
we enjoyed our “Box Lunch.” 
The only downside was the 
torrential rainfall that excluded 
us to get outside to view this 
area outside on the deck, but 
still visiable from inside. There 
were no sightings of seals or 
dolphins, but some penguins 
were spotted on the shoreline.

Back on our bus we retraced 
our way back to Te Anau 
heading on to our next stop-
over, - Queenstown.

By Marilyn Bruinsma
At Queenstown, Saturday, 
November 16, arrived cold 
and rainy just like Friday. 
The Nomadic Safari tour for 
all Lord of the Rings fans 
and horseback riding were 
cancel led. While on the 
steamship to Walter Peak for 
a farm tour and barbecue, we 
walked the decks, visited the 
engine room, felt the engines’ 
heat and saw stokers shovel 

Morley Woods gets a ride

Glow-worms in the cave
Homestead/dining area at 

Walter Peak Farm

Entrance to Homer Tunnel
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TSS Earnslaw is the oldest 
working steamship in the 
Southern Hemisphere.                 

D isembark ing f rom the 
boat the working sheep 
dogs herded the sheep into 
paddocks and a sheep shearer 
clipped a couple of sheep. 
Chefs from the Colonel’s 
homestead prepared meats 
and vegetables on outdoor 
grills with salads. It was a 
cold, very rainy 20-minute 
walk to the Skyline Gondola 
station for our scenic 450 
metre ride to the top of Bob’s 
Peak for our buffet dinner. 
Weather changed from rain, 
fog then sun during dinner 
that featured everything New 
Zealand of meats and seafood. 
The ride down showed a great 
view of Queenstown and the 
walk back to the hotel was 
dry.

November 17 ,  Sunday 
morning was cold and damp. 
Al Taylor had been looking 
forward to taking bungy 
jumping off his bucket list, 
but the morning did not go 
as planned because of high 
water and broken equipment.  
Wow, speed limit 100 on 
winding roads of the Southern 
Alps amid many vineyards!! 
At the Warbirds and Wings 
Museum classic and vintage 
cars, motorcycles and early 
military aircraft graced the 
premises.  
    

Dr Jim Meyer of Illinois took 
advantage of the opportunity 
to drive a vintage car. Every 
three years there is a large 
airshow of military aircraft 
with huge crowds. Lunch was 
eaten on the museum’s porch 
and in the cafe.

At Criffel Station with sunny, 
warm conditions, Mandy Bell 
told us about New Zealand’s 
deer industry, markets, 
production, animal health, 
feed, nutrition, and genetics 
Her focus is on integrating 
science and technology into 
farm practices. The Bell family 
has owned this property since 
the 1960’s. Originally in the 
1850’s the property was a 
sheep station with ties to the 
Otago’s gold mining rush. In 
1993 Jerry and Mandy Bell 
(veterinarian) converted the 
farm into one of New Zealand’s 

largest deer breeding and 
stud farm. 
       
This farm is 2000 hectares 
(4500 acres) of rugged 
farmland, native bush and 
authentic farm buildings. 
Because a couple of employees 
wanted to get married on the 
farm, Mandy and staff have 
turned the shearing shed into 
a reception hall where we 
enjoyed afternoon tea with 
sandwiches, cheese trays, and 
sweets. This probably was my 
most favourite tour of Inspired 
New Zealand Bound.

By Jack and Merry 
Vandervalk

On November 18, after a 
good breakfast in Wanaka we 
headed for Fox Glacier.  Diesel 
fuel averaged about $1.54 
NZ and gas averaged about 
$ 2.48 NZ a litre.  Heading to 
Albert Town spotted a new 
development at Riverside.  
Housing costs in New Zealand 
are expensive. The mountains 
tops were white halfway down 
as unseasonably late snow 
had fallen.  Mail delivery was 
3 times a week here.  Driving 
along Lake Hawea it was a 
lovely camera day. A cold 
night in this area has the 
temperature dipping to -5C.  
There are some problems 
with black ice, and one has to 
look out for sheep grazing on 
the roadside. It is good cattle 
country here and a good place 
to hunt for deer. 

Had lots of rain here and 
there were big puddles in the 

Jim Meyer enjoys the ride

Orphaned fawn will join others 
when old enough
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fields.  Lots of dairy herds here 
producing milk that is mostly 
dried and exported to China.  
The Haast River Bridge, built 
to be 3 times higher than the 
flood level of 1964, has single 
lane crossing.  Most of the 
bridges were 1 lane so you 
must wait your turn to cross. 
Travelled through rain forest 
with moss in trees. At Thunder 
Creek Falls there were lots of 
ferns growing along the paved 
path.  Pleasant Flat Bridge 
was the home of the sawflies; 
pretty pesky flies.

In Fox Glacier after dark some 
of us walked to see the glow 
worms shine.  Fox Glacier has 
one main street with no lights 
or stop signs.   Sara and Brock 
didn’t get their helicopter ride 
to see the glacier because of 
low clouds.

November 19 started with 
rain again. Learning that 2 
feet of snow had fallen on the 
road to Milford Sound, closing 
the road, we were glad we 
had already done that trip.
In 1931 Guy Menzies flew 
from Australia across the 
Tasman Sea landing in a flax 
marsh near Hari Hari.  He 
flipped the plane and came 

out alive after flying 1750 
miles.

There are about 100,000 
peop le  a long the west 
coast and 103 pubs! Place 
can be isolated by nasty 
weather.   Lots of buttercups 
and dandelions in the road 
ditches. The world’s largest 
gold nugget, found near 
Ross, was given to the Royal 
family in England.  Saw cherry 
blossoms and some vegetable 
gardens in Ross.

Earthquakes are very common 
here usually 1 or 2 on the 
scale. We saw where an 
earthquake raised the land 9 
feet and caused a landslide. 
What was once the ocean 
floor is now dry land.  A few 
people took the railroad to 
Christchurch which crossed 
many gorges and Canterbury 
Plains.  The Canterbury Plains 
had the largest flat land area 
in New Zealand with lots of 
crops, irrigation and specialty 
crops grown.  Peas were 
brought to a factory that was 
1 and a half hour away then 
frozen and shipped China.  
Lots of shelter belts grown to 
slow the wind down. 360,000 
people inhabit Christchurch. 
We finally enjoyed 16 C at 
5:30pm.

A braided river means that 
many channels criss-cross 
each other in drier weather 

but the channels disappear 
when the heavy rains create 
full rivers.

By Paula Brooks-
Lounsbury

November 20, we awakened 
in the city of Christchurch, 
in a hotel built in the Tudor 
style. After breakfast, we 
headed for the bus to do a 
tour of the city. When in 2011 
a devastating earthquake hit 
the city, more than a hundred 
buildings in the downtown 
core were heavily damaged 
and 185 people’s lives lost. 
The city is still rebuilding. 
The earlier building codes 
were sadly insufficient and, 
although many of the old 
wooden structures survived 
unscathed, newer concrete 
buildings were completely 
destroyed. In the town’s 
earthquake “Red Zone”, 
there remain many empty 
lots where development is 
still in the planning stages of 
the rebuild. One lot has 185 
white chairs representing the 
lives lost. 

The city has taken this as an 
opportunity to re-plan their 
community and thoughtful 
changes are being made with 
the consultation of the town 
folk. 

Many disagreements have 
arisen and consequently the 
rebuild is taking some time 
but changes such as added 
bicycle lanes, foot paths and 

Snow on mountaintops with flooding 
behind livestock
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additional parking spots are 
making the city very livable 
and modern. The buildings 
have been rebuilt to newer, 
more stringent earthquake 
codes which are evident in 
the heavy bracing seen in the 
new structures. The artists of 
the city have painted beautiful 
murals on the many blank 
walls that were revealed 
after the adjacent damaged 
buildings were demolished. 
Approximately one thousand 
buildings were removed in the 
cleanup.

On the bus,  we saw a 
beautiful city, apparently 
now unrecognizable from 
the before-quake days, being 
rebuilt with numerous parks 
along the Avon River. The 
river, named for the Scottish 
river back “home”, reflects the 
influence of the Anglican clergy 
who originally named and 
planned the town. Hagely Park 
sits right in the centre of the 
city and is a large greenspace 
that was thoughtfully planned 
as a destination for recreation 
activities for everyone in the 
area.
 
We visited the Christchurch 

Airforce museum with its 
collection of vintage aircraft 
and displays, many chronicling 
the story of the war years 
as experienced by the New 
Zealand population. To our 
surprise, a DeHavilland Beaver 
was on display in the area 
outside the museum along 
with a plaque describing its 
history in New Zealand. 

After our morning tour, Don 
and I had an invitation to visit 
the daughter of a Canadian 
friend who has been living in 
the Christchurch area for many 
years.  She lives in a small 
house atop a hill overlooking 
the city and harbour. What a 
view!!

November 21 we were 
awakened early to catch a 
7:00 AM train for Picton, where 
a ferry departs on routine runs 
to the North Island and the 
capital, Wellington. After an 
on-time departure, we settled 
in for a relaxing five-hour ride 
on the train.
 
We v iewed ro l l ing h i l l s 

that bordered river valleys 
intersecting this northern 
part of the South Island. The 
ever-present fenced fields and 
grazing sheep, cattle and deer 
bordered the tracks along 
with the ubiquitous, “Broom 
which now blossomed brilliant 
yellow with its springtime 
flowers. As the train followed 
the coastline, under blue skies 
and sparkling seas we had 
occasional sightings of seals 
and dolphins. We looked east 
over the Pacific Ocean to the 
unseen, distant coast of Chile  
as we enjoyed a relaxing ride.

By Mary Hawthorne

Friday, November 22, we 
visited the Feilding stockyards 
at Palmerston North. It was a 
breezy day, but the sun was 
peeking through. Met by three 
guides (retired farmers) who 
took us over the large pens 
of cattle on raised walkways 
and to the pens of sheep 
at ground level that were 
being auctioned that day. 
The cattle go through a chute 
where their ear tags are read 
automatically. The sheep have 
ear notches which indicate 
who the owner is.

Open space where buildings 
once stood

DeHavilland Beaver

Stockman with helpers at Feilding
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go through the sales yard 
each Friday. There is some 
push to get the sales yard out 
of town. However with that 
amount of revenue it becomes 
very attractive to keep it 
operating in the town. After 
lunch at the Farmer’s Café 
where we had a wonderful 
roast beef sandwich for $12NZ 
(fed both of us) several of 
the chaps went to a museum 
close by to see an interesting 
Finch tractor. The rest of us 
wandered to the farmers’ 
market and shopped within 
the town. Back in Palmerston 
that evening some of us took 
the opportunity to go to an 
interesting cabaret show at a 
nearby theatre. Since ticket 
sales were slow, we were 
invited to sit in the first three 
rows in a beautiful building.

by Ken and Colette Pierce
November 23, has us on the 
road to Rotorua. 

After crossing the desolate 
desert and seeing snow on 
the mountains some went on 
a cruise on Lake Taupo (it’s 
the largest crater lake in the 
world). Ken and I, on a stroll 
around the lake noticed a sign 

indicating that a rose show 
was up ahead. Naturally, we 
had to attend.  Back home, 
during the summer, I am a 
horticulture judge at local 
fairs, so I wanted to see the 
displays.  What beautiful 
cut flower entries! There 
was also a magnificent rose 
garden next door with 800 
rose bushes; we spent some 
time there as well.  This is one 
example  of the many hidden 
gems that we found during 
every lunch stop while on our 
way to each destination.

On Lake Taupo,  others 
enjoying the beautiful scenery 
and weather were given an 
opportunity to fish and view 
rock carvings.

We then visited the Waiotapu 
geo-thermal mud pools. The 
temperature of the mud is 
60-80 C, while the steam is 
100 C. The smell of sulphur 
was almost overwhelming, 
but it was worth it to see this 
amazing geothermal activity. 
It was amazing to watch the 

mud bubble and jump as the 
gas escaped.

By Enid Graham, Rene 
Bernuy & Colette Pierce

On November 24 at the 
Agrodome, the large theatre 
had plenty of seating and 
raised platform.  

          
We  a r e  f i r s t  g i v e n  a 
demonstrat ion of sheep 
shearing. On stage there are 
about 18 platforms rising 
in the shape of two peaks 
with the name of a breed of 
sheep written under each one: 
Southdown, Polled Dorset, 
Dorset Horn, Drysdale, Suffolk, 
South Suffolk, Romney in 
the first row Texel, Lincoln, 
Perendale, Cheviot, Romney, 
Merino, Corindale, Border 
Leicester, English Leicester, 
Coopworth and Dorper.  A 
Huntaway dog was brought in 

Mario rock carvings on rock 
walls on Lake Taupo

Bubbling mud



18            The International Flying Farmer              January/February 2020    

Special Featureto show us that his main job 
is to bark behind the sheep. 
He surprised us when he ran 
across the sheep’s back. 

There was then a fake auction 
where a lady paid $1000.00 
for a sheep. Merry Vandervalk 
tried her hand at milking a 
cow. Also, on stage, a dog 
tried to round up 4 ducks 
with little success. Afterwards, 
outside, a dog worked at 
penning a group of sheep 
with, I’m afraid, no success. 
At 11:00am we headed to 
the “Government Gardens” 
where we had a chance to see 
a beautiful large rose garden.                        

At noon we headed to 
“Rainbow Springs”, a display 
of the reclusive nocturnal Kiwi 
bird complete with stuffed 
birds, a couple of them with 
an egg beside them(to show 
how big the egg is compared 
to the bird.) We were also 
fortunate in seeing the nursery 
where 2 of the eggs had just 
hatched.  We learned that 
because humans introduced 
predators like stoats, weasels, 
dogs, rats and cats a kiwi 

chick’s survival rate in the 
wild is only 2%.  Kiwi chicks, 
hatched in captivity, are raised 
to a certain size then released 
in the wild as kiwis are an 
endangered species in New 
Zealand. The kiwi bird’s egg 
is 6 times larger than a hen’s 
egg.  The males sit on the egg 
3 months in the wild.

A guided walk through the 
park introduced us to all 
different kinds of trees, ferns 
and rainbow trout. 
Then off to “The Living 
Village”, a Maori Village. There 
we saw how they cook their 
meals in geo-thermal heated 
wooden boxes. They place 
their meal in the box and the 
steam from the geo-thermal 
steam cooks the meal in 1.5 
to 2 hours. There were also 
steam geysers spouting 50 
feet into the air. 
 Later that evening we headed 
to the “Matai Maori Village”. 
We are first entertained by 
warriors paddling their canoe 
(waka) down a small stream. 
After seeing our upcoming 
buffet being cooked in a 
geo-thermal cook box, Ken 
Pierce was chosen as our 
group’s honorary chief to 
accept the Mâori greeting, 
and invitation to attend the 
“Hangi” meal. Part of the 
tradition in accepting the 
chief’s invitation is to sing 
your tribe’s song. So naturally 
we all sang the Flying Farmers 

song! Tradition says that the 
chief has to face down the 
opposing tribe as they do the 
“Haka”, the original Mâori war 
dance. You must not smile or 
flinch or take your eyes off the 
opposing warrior when he is 
presenting the fern leaf to you. 
There were warrior dances, 
combat moves, singing and 
poi dancing.

At the delicious buffet, they 
had steamed sweet potato 
“Kumara”, chicken, fish, lamb. 
There were also desserts, and 
bread. Following supper, we 
went on a guided tour of the 
woods to see glow worms in 
the trees (they look like small 
white Christmas lights), their 
sacred springs and some old 
Maori buildings.

November 25, Monday, we 
left Rotorua for Whakatane. 
En route we walked a forest 
trail (45 minutes to 1-hour 
walk) called Hongi’s path. 
This  t ra i l  was used by 
warriors to transport their 
canoes (wakas) from one 
lake to another. We enjoyed 
a delicious lunch at Megan’s 
(Sara’s sister) before visiting a 

Government Gardens

Arriving in the Waka
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there are three types of kiwis, 
green, gold and red. The gold 
is fairly new on the market 
and the red not in production 
yet.  Both are much sweeter 
than the green. A farmer 
must pay a onetime fee of 
$300,000.00 per hectare to 
plant gold kiwis. WOW!
  By Burt & Maria Hodgins

Tuesday, November 26, we 
visited Alan & Helen Ernest, 
and their son who grow 
continuous corn on reclaimed 
land of the river delta. Yields 
average 6 tonnes per acre 
with a price is about $300 per 
tonne. They have an unusual 
expense to pump water from 
the tile drains up into a canal. 
They also raise beef animals.
  
Ernests have a section of 
virgin forest that has been 
conserved as their private 

area for special events in their 
family. After another yummy 
home style lunch, we headed 
to the beach. After walking 
along the Pacific Ocean shore, 
we returned to Sara’s home 
farm to watch Sara’s nephew 
milk 200 cows in a modern 
open sided shed containing a 
20-stall herringbone parlour. 
The Holstein-Jersey cross 
cows looked happy and 
healthy on their year-round 
pasture which consists of 
Italian rye grass.  
   
A neighbour has a 46-stall 
rotating milking parlour in 

his cowshed and is one of 
the few farmers who kept 
the calves inside a barn. 
Some round bales are ready 
for feeding when pasture is 
limited. Some piles of silage 
are also available.

By Jane Farrell & 
Mary Hawthorne

Wednesday, November 
27, eight of us had a beautiful 
day for heading out to White 

Dave Hawthorne, Jim Farrell, Frank 
Peloquin & Burt Hodgins relaxing at 
Megan’s after lunch

Immature kiwi fruit

Far left, Jack Vandervalk listens to the 
Ernest family

Pump house to lift water into canal

Rotary parlour

Marilyn Bruinsma watching cows that 
are waiting to be milked
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Special FeatureIsland. It’s “privately-owned” 
and a popular destination for 
day tours and scenic flights. It 
has been dubbed by some as 
a “living, breathing, geological 
giant” and “the world’s most 
accessible active marine 
volcano”. With the breeze 
blowing the fumes away from 
us the above picture shows 
what the crater looked like 
when we looked down into it.

When we were there, they 
were telling us that the seismic 
readings they had at that time 
were at level 2 - which we 
were told was acceptable 
but elevated.  Now questions 
are being asked about the 
safety of the White Island 
tourism industry and the 
reliability of volcanic warning 
systems. Level one means 
minor volcanic unrest; level 
two, indicates moderate to 
heightened volcanic unrest. 
There are also times when 
a volcano alert is raised to 
level two and there is no 
subsequent eruption. BUT 
White Island blew up at level 
two - so we had an angel on 
our shoulders!!  

There is little vegetation and 
only a few birds were present 
on the moonscape surface of 
this island. A sulphur plant 

once operated here but was 
abandoned in the 1930’s. Calm 
seas allowed us to search for 
dolphins and fish as we went 
back to shore. Rest of the day 
included shopping, washing 
and resting for us. The rest 
of the group had a break from 
scheduled activities.

By Al & Leona Taylor
November 28 found us 
travelling to Hamilton. We 
passed Tauranga, the Maori 
place of rest or anchorage, 
one of the largest ports in 
New Zealand. Our usual 
sunny skies were clouded 
by smoke that was coming 
from Australian fires. We 
passed many fields of kiwi 
protected from the elements 
by overhead netting. Many of 
these acres of kiwi are now 
owned by foreign investors.

Our destination for the day 
was Pacific Aerospace, an old 
established manufacturing 

business now 50% owned 
by a Fortune 500 Chinese 
organization. Their primary 
plane is the P750 in its 
various formations ie crop 
duster, medivac or parachute 
jump plane. They invest 
approximately 10,000 hrs of 
labour in each plane! A most 
interesting place for a group 
of Flying Farmers.

By 4:00 o’clock we were back 
to our comfortable quarters in 
Hamilton.

Friday, November 29 , 
found us on a Mystery Tour 
as Vickers Aviation quietly 
cancelled our visit. First we 
stopped at a treasure of old, 

L to R:  Jim & Jane Farrell, Dave & Mary Hawthorne, 
Merry & Jack Vandervalk, John & marlene Black

Burt Hodgins enjoys the seat!
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walkway among the trees 
was tempting but time was 
too short. Then we were off 
to Hamilton Gardens with 
its acres of beautiful flowers 
arranged by a variety of 
themes. Even if you weren’t 
a gardener you would likely 
appreciate its beauty.  Then 
we went to a clean, busy 
and interesting town called 
Cambridge. There were the 
usual eating establishments 
and antique stores of a tourist 
town as well as the merchants 
to keep the locals supplied. An 
unusual feature of the town 
was a cycling velodrome used 
by the locals ten months a year. 
Another unusual feature was a 
series of mosaics placed in the 
sidewalks that recorded the 
achievements of various local 
racehorses. An unplanned but 
pleasantly relaxing day thanks 
to our guide and driver.

By Mary Hawthorne
Saturday, November 30 
found us on the road heading 
north through dairy country 
passing Fontera dairy plants. 
The Maori have used rivers in 
this part of New Zealand for 
many years to transport their 
goods and food to markets. 

We passed Raglan, one of 
the largest surf beaches 
in the world. Lots of new 
houses were being built. A 
coal fired power station is 
being decommissioned and 
windmills are being built to 
compensate for this change. 
There is a large garbage 
dump in this area which 
collects the methane which 
is produced in the garbage 
pile and sells it for cooking 
etc. to Third World countries. 
We passed the only formula 
one racetrack in the southern 
hemisphere; plans are in place 
to enlarge the present site. 
Next the Bombay Hills with 
their red soil support much 
market gardening particularly 
potatoes and onions. The 
Auckland region, one of 16 
regions in New Zealand, has 
54 dormant volcanos within 
its boundaries. Auckland 
is enlarging their light rail 
commuter system. No wonder 
with the average housing 
prices being almost a million 
dollars. University of Auckland 
has a large medical facility. 
West Haven in Auckland is the 
largest marina in the world. 
The Auckland harbor bridge 
was enlarged by adding two 
lanes (Nippon Clipons) on 
either side of the existing 
bridge. Mangrove swamps 
were noticed in the tidal 
areas; many vineyards in the 
area had roses planted at the 
end of each row. These roses 

give an indication of the health 
of the vines because pests 
will attack the rosebush first. 
Many hectares in New Zealand 
have been reclaimed from 
swamp with systematic tiling 
but we also passed some very 
steep hills with corn planted 
on them. The prevailing winds 
are out of the south west for 
a roughly 80% of the time on 
the north island.
 
Sunday, December 1, was a 
beautiful day for a cruise out 
to “Hole in the Rock”. Captain 
James Cook discovered this 
area in 1769. With 144 islands 
in the bay there is only one 
island that is available for 
camping. An island must 
be above high water and 
have vegetation. Our  twin 
catamaran boat had powerful 
engines driving flat five bladed 
propellers, pushing the boat 
to 48 km/hour.
        

Later we were taken to learn 
about the Maori and the 
British signing a treaty that 
would secure British interests, 
provide law and order and 
protect the Maori interests.

Speed was much slower going 
through the hole
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Special Feature

    
On December 2 we headed 
for Auckland stopping at the 
interesting Kauri Museum. 
Leona Taylor standing beside 
a kauri plank shows how big 
these trees can grow. No 
native trees are now cut in 
New Zealand to preserve the 
species.

Thanks to all who contributed 
with pictures and information.  
Special thanks to our guide, 
Sara and her husband Brock, 
for keeping us informed and 
showing us so much of her 
country.

The forecasted snow at home 
had passed through before 
our return so travelling was 
good. Leaving Auckland at 
8:05pm on December 2, we 
walked in our front door at 
11:55 pm on December 2!!

Leona Taylor in the Kauri Museum

Chocolate Caramel Bars

1 c. all-purpose flour
½ c. + ¼ c. brown sugar
¼ c. + 1/3 c. salted butter
½ c. semi-sweet chocolate chips

Heat over to 350o F.  Spray 8 X 
8 pan with non-stick spray.
In medium bowl, combine flour, 
½ cup brown sugar and ¼ cup 
butter.  Use 2 forks or a pastry 
cutter to combine until mixture 
is crumbly.  Press into bottom of 
8 X 8 pan.
In small saucepan over medium 
heat, melt remaining 1/3 cup 
butter.  Add ¼ cup brown sugar 
and stir.  Bring to a boil then boil 
for 1 minute.  Remove from heat 
and pour over crust.  Bake 15 
minutes (Do not over bake or you 
will have toffee bars!)  Remove 
from oven and sprinkle chocolate 
chips on top then swirl gently 
with a thin knife.  Cut into bars 
and enjoy

Neiman Marcus Dip

1 cup mayonnaise

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese

1 cup shredded mild Swiss 
cheese (e.g. Jarlsberg)

8 strips bacon, diced, fried until 
crispy & drained

1/3 cup sl iced or sl ivered 
almonds, toasted in the oven 
then cooled

4 green onions sliced

¼ teaspoon freshly ground 
pepper

¼ teaspoon onion powder

1 teaspoon hot sauce (e.g. 
Tabasco) Optional for a touch 
of heat

Doritos Chicken Casserole

3 - 4 cooked chicken breasts, shredded or chopped
Olive oil for chicken
Salt & pepper for chicken
20 Doritos (any kind) crushed
2 cans cream of chicken soup
¾ cup milk
Sharp shredded cheddar cheese

Preheat oven to 450o F.  Season chicken breasts with salt & 
pepper.  Place the chicken on an aluminum foil lined baking 
sheet.  Drizzle with a little olive oil.  Place chicken in the oven 
and bake at 450o F for 15 – 20 minutes.  When done, let it set 
for a while then dice or shred it. 

In a 9 X 13 casserole dish, start with a layer of Doritos then 
layer cooked chicken & soup mixed with milk.  Sprinkle some 
cheese on top then repeat the layers.

Bake 20 – 25 minutes or until the cheese is nice and bubbly.
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NOMINATION GUIDELINES
IFF Man of the Year & 
IFF Woman of the Year

Eligibility:  Persons to be considered may be active or associate members in good standing 
who have contributed to the organization both in their local chapter and on the international 
level in the areas of interest, time, participation and service.  A person who has outstandingly 
helped to promote the values and standards of the IFF is a likely candidate.  This person does 
not have to be the local chapter Man or Woman of the Year; many of these worthy members 
are not active on the international level.  This should remain a chapter honor.  Nominations for 
the same person may be submitted in successive years.

Procedure:  Forms may be obtained on the IFF website or from the IFF office.  Chapters 
are encouraged to submit nominations.  Individual members may also make nominations.  
Nominations will be received, reviewed and selected by the IFF Executive Committee.  
Nominations may only be made on an official form.  All forms must be signed by their senders.  
If forms are emailed or faxed to the IFF office, they must be followed up by a formed mailed at 
the postal service.  

Completed forms are DUE IN THE IFF office by May 31st.

NOMINATION GUIDELINES
IFF AIRPORT OPERATOR OF THE YEAR

Eligibility:  Chapters should submit written resumes of airport operators they feel are deserving 
of recognition.  Nominations should be made of those airport operators who have been of service 
to their communities and the general public.

Procedure:  Written resumes and any supporting documentation must be received at the IFF 
office by May 1st.  Nominations will be reviewed by the IFF Executive Committee and a selection 
will be made.  The award is presented at IFF Convention.

Completed forms are due in the IFF office by May 31st.
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IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund History

The IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund was organized to commemorate IFF members who have given much 
of their time, talent and resources to ensure continued success of the IFF organization.  Donations 
made to the Fund are utilized to provide an annual college completion scholarship award to a deserving 
student who must be a lineal descendant of an active IFF member and meets other qualifications as 
outlined on the scholarship application form.

Donations to the fund are encouraged and serve as a memorial for 
IFF members who have given so much of their personal time, talent 
and resources for betterment of the IFF organization.  The fund is 
an IRS 501(c)(3) charitable organization and donations made to it 
are fully deductible for income tax purposes in the U.S.  Canadian 
members should consult a tax practitioner for tax deductibility north 
of the border.

Contributions made to the IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund should 
be mailed to Zelda Lewis, Treasurer, 21527 Larch Drive, Plainfield, IL   
60544-6345.  

Please Note: Total contributions of at least $150 in memory of any IFF member will ensure that person’s 
listing on an IFF Memorial Plaque. The plaque is located among artifacts of the International Flying 
Farmers in the Aviation in American Agricultural Exhibit at the Mid-America Air Museum in Liberal KS.  
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2020 IFF Memorial Scholarship Award

OPPORTUNITY FOR COLLEGE COMPLETION SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 31, 2020

The IFF Memorial Scholarship award is made each year to one student who will be entering his/her 
junior year at a college of his/her choice.  The award funds four semesters of studies predicated upon 
the maintenance of a “C” or better grade point average.  The scholarship recipient will receive $1,000 
per semester up to a total award of $4,000.

The IFF Memorial Scholarship Fund for college completion was established as an IRS 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization and is administered by Past Presidents of the IFF to benefit lineal descendants of an 
active* IFF member.

The student to receive this award will be selected from the group of applicants who submit 
their applications by March 31st of the applicant’s sophomore year in college.   The applicant 
must be related to and recommended by an IFF member of the International Flying Farmers, 
who is currently in good standing. The recipient of the scholarship award is chosen from the 
applications received by an experienced professional selection person having no connection 
with IFF, any of its members or employees.

The Fund has assisted thirty (30) students since it was originally established.  The Fund is perpetuated 
by contributions made to the Fund in memory of IFF members who have contributed so much of their 
time and talent to benefit the IFF organization.  Contributions to the Memorial Scholarship Fund are 
fully deductible for U.S. income tax purposes.

Applications for the Memorial Scholarship Award must be received by March 31, 2020.  The student 
receiving the award is notified in May and the award is presented at the International Flying Farmer 
Convention that summer.

Applications are available from the IFF website:  http://www.internationalflyingfarmers.org (left side 
of homepage)
 
Students:  Mail completed application packets to: 
   FF Memorial Fund Scholarship Award Committee 
   c/o Wayne Wilderman 
   Box 220 
   Blackie, AB  T0L 0J0
   Canada
NOTE – International postage is required for mailing from the U.S. to Canada

*Denotes:  a member of the International Flying Farmers who has paid dues for the current year
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GIFT OF FLIGHT

Gift of Flight Award II   This flight incentive scholarship is offered annually by the late Tom Ruble 
and his family of Oklahoma in memory of the late Polly Ruble and the late Broneta Evans.  Both were 
experienced, proficient pilots and active members of IFF.

Eligibility Requirements:
1. The award is for females of any age who are current IFF family members.  Previous flight 

instruction is acceptable.

General Provisions:
1. This award is be used for initial flight instruction or advancement of a flight rating in the 

amount of $1200 and will be paid directly to the instructor/flight school upon IFF’s receipt of 
the instructor’s/flight school’s invoice.

2. Application for this award is to be sent to the IFF Office Manager. Upon receipt he or she will 
notify the applicant of receiving the application.

3. The applicant is asked to provide a brief explanation describing her interest in flying, what if 
any flight instruction she has had so far and why she wants to pursue an additional and/or 
initial flight rating.

4. An award committee appointed by the IFF President shall consist of 3 members at large. The 
IFF Office Manager will forward all applications to this committee by May 1 of each year.

5. The Award committee’s final decision will be announced by IFF by June 15 of each year.

GIFT OF FLIGHT AWARD II   ENTRY FORM

NAME OF APPLICANT:  ________________________________________________

IFF Chapter:  __________________Years of IFF membership: _________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT’S BIRTH DATE: ____________________On the back of this application please explain 
your interest in learning to fly or to continue your instruction.  Explain what flight instruction you 
may have already have had, if any, and why you are interested in pursuing flight training.
Applicant’s  signature:_______________________________________Date:___________
Revised 12/2013
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Kansas Flying Farmers Sweetheart Luncheon
 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 12:00 Noon
 

Hutchinson Airport Steakhouse 
1100 Airport Rd 

Hutchinson, KS  67501

SAVE THE DATES FOR THE:

MID-ATLANTIC CONVENTION
DOYLESTOWN, PA

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2020
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2020

HAMPTON INN
1570 Easton Rd (RT. 611)

Warminster, PA 18976

The NJ Flying Farmers are hosting the Convention.  We begin at 8:00 a.m. on FRIDAY for a tour 
of the Delaware Valley University Campus.  Depending on your travel time to Doylestown, 
you may want to plan a Thursday arrival to be ready for our bus pickup on Friday morning.  

We will provide details on hotel reservations soon.  In addition to the DelVal University Tour, 
(they actually teach production agriculture there), we will visit the Pearl Buck House, Michener 
Museum, a winery, and some other surprises.

Save the dates now!  Details to follow.
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U.S. Department of Transportation Issues 
Proposed Rule on Remote ID for Drones

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) today announced a proposed rule that would continue the safe integration of Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems (UAS), commonly called drones, into the nation’s airspace by requiring them 
to be identifiable remotely.

“Remote ID technologies will enhance safety and security by allowing the FAA, law enforce-
ment, and Federal security agencies to identify drones flying in their jurisdiction,” said U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao.

The FAA will seek input on the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for Remote Identifi-
cation (Remote ID) of UAS that today was placed on display at the Federal Register.  In the 
coming days, it will be accompanied by a 60-day comment period to receive public feedback 
and help the FAA develop a final rule to enhance safety in the skies over the U.S.

“As a pilot, my eye is always on safety first,” said FAA Administrator Steve Dickson. “Safety 
is a joint responsibility between government, pilots, the drone community, the general public 
and many others who make our nation so creative and innovative.”

Drones are a fast-growing segment of the entire transportation sector – nearly 1.5 million 
drones and 160,000 remote pilots are registered with the FAA. Equipping drones with re-
mote identification technologies would build on previous steps taken by the FAA and the UAS 
industry to safely integrate operations, including the small UAS rule, which covers drones 
weighing less than 55 pounds, and the Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability 
(LAANC), which automates the application and approval process for most UAS operators to 
obtain airspace authorizations.

These efforts lay the foundation for more complex operations, such as those beyond visual line 
of sight at low altitudes, as the FAA and the drone industry move toward a traffic management 
ecosystem for UAS flights separate from, but complementary to, the air traffic management 
system.

The proposed Remote ID rule would apply to all drones that are required to register with the 
FAA (recreational drones weighing under 0.55 pounds are not required to register), as well 
as to persons operating foreign civil UAS in the U.S.
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2020 IFF Convention Tours

I will be highlighting the tours we will be going on during the IFF Convention, on July 
21-24, 2020. 
 
We will be having lunch at the Depot Pub and Grill.  
This is an original 50’s train diner car and has been 
renovated into an enchanting family restaurant.  The 
walls are lined with train memorabilia as well as other 
items of interest.  Every time Monte and I have eaten 
here the food has been excellent.
 

The Hansen Wheel and Wagon Shop is a family owned 
and operated carriage and wagon manufacturer 
established in 1978, by Doug Hansen.  Mr. Hansen is a 
Master craftsmen & Historian. With more than 30 years 
of experience and a staff of dedicated craftsmen, pride 
is taken in providing you with the most historically 
accurate horse-drawn vehicles anywhere this side of 

the 1800’s.  Over the years they have custom-built vehicles for movie props, historical 
organizations, International customers, personal collectors and enthusiasts.  We will 
have a chance to wander around and see their collection of wagons and other items 
on our tour. 
 
In 1892, when Mitchell, South Dakota was a 
small 12-year-old city of 3,000 inhabitants, the 
WORLD’S ONLY CORN PALACE was established 
on the city’s Main Street.  During it’s over 100 
years of existence it has become known world-
wide and now attracts more than half a million 
visitors annually.  The palace was conceived 
as a gathering place where city residents and 
their rural neighbors could enjoy a fall festival 
to climax a crop-growing season and harvest.  

2020 IFF Convention 
Mitchell, South Dakota
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Mitchell’s first CORN BELT EXPOSITION- later christened the Corn Palace Festival was the 
brainchild of L. O. Gale and Louis E. Beckwith, who patterned it after a similar venture 
in Sioux City, Iowa which had failed to catch on there.  The Palace is redecorated each 
autumn with 12 different naturally colored corn, and other grains and native grasses to 
make it “the agricultural show-place of the world”.  During the dark years of World War II, 
it was deemed unwise to use grains to decorate the Palace as in previous years.  Instead, 
painted panels with a theme of “Allied Victory” were used, these remained until 1946 
and were replaced by a completely new “America the Beautiful” theme.  The Corn Palace 
is more than the home of the festival or a point of interest for tourists.  It is a practical 
structure adaptable to many purposes.  Included among its many uses are conventions 
and industrial exhibits, dances, stage shows, meetings and other events of civic interest.  
Among its most important winter uses is as a basketball arena for Mitchell High School 
and Dakota Wesleyan University.  These are just a few of the interesting things we will 
hear about as we get to see firsthand this remarkable landmark of Mitchell. 
 

The Guns of History Gun Gallery is Mitchell’s newest 
attraction featuring Firearms from the Indian Wars 
from the upper plains.  Including Little Big Horn, 
Rosebud, Slim Buttes, & Wounded Knee.  We will 
see battle guns used by Native Americans, including 
Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, and learn the history 
of each piece.  I am hoping to have the owner, who 
is a historian with us to explain the pieces he has 
collected and the stories behind the pieces.

  
A few other things in the area to see on your own is the Prehistoric Indian Village, and 
The McGovern Center Museum and Library.

I hope everyone is making plans to attend the 2020 IFF Convention in Mitchell, South 
Dakota, July 21-24.  Please remember Deadline for room reservations is JULY 5, 2020.  
The information for the Comfort Inn or the Hampton Inn is in the previous IFF Magazine.

IFF Vice President Diana Billheimer, Convention Chair
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Alberta Flying Farmers Convention 2020 Registration Form
April 17 - 19, 2020 – Sherwood Park – Alberta

 
 Hotel:  Hampton Inn by Hilton in Sherwood Park AB – 950 Emerald Drive  
 Phone: 780 449 1609 or online hamptonsherwoodpark.guestreservations.com 
  1-866-238-8235  Please make reservations by 3 April, 2020. 
 
NAME:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
STREET ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________ 
 
CITY, PROV/STATE:____________________________________________________
 
CHAPTER____________________DAYTIME PHONE__________________________ 
 
EMAIL:_____________________________________________________ 
 
CELL PHONE:_________________________________________________ 
 
Arrival date_______________________  Time:_______________________ 
 
I will be arriving by:

 ____ Private Aircraft-can land at Cooking Lake Airport or Twin Island Airport (3,000 foot 
grass)

 ____ Auto  ____ RV-can park at Pratts or Goyers acreages at Twin Island Airpark (no hook-
ups) 
 
__ Airline    Flight________  Time:_________ 

Do you require pick-up at the airport?______ -if so please advise -see * below 
 
Any dietary restrictions (please let us know) __________________________ 
 
Tentative registration fee: $225.00 person.  
Please remit by cheque made out to the Alberta Flying Farmers.  
Please copy this form and send with remittance to: 
* Rosella Pratt at 52111 Range Road 223, Sherwood Park, AB T8C 1A6  Phone: 780 922 
4918 or 780 905 7521           
OR *Cheryl Goyer at 49-52112 Range Road 222, Sherwood Park, AB T8C 1H6, Phone: 780 
922 3982 
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By Dale Bohrer
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

By  Ken Pierce
Manitoba Flying Farmer

‘Round the Regions

At the end of October, the last 
of my customers’ cows went 
home and I got the farm put 
to bed for the winter.

November 8, I flew the plane 
into Winnipeg as I had decided 
to get the annual inspection 
done while we were away 
in NZ.  On 18 November we 
left for New Zealand where 
we met up with the other 26 
participants.  I won’t go into 
a lot of detail on the New 
Zealand part of the trip as I 
believe Mary is submitting a 
full write up of the tour except 
to say that we enjoyed it and 
I think everyone else did as 
well.  I guess part of the 
enjoyment on a personal level 
was the fact that in Wanaka 
on the South Island I got to 
rent a 180 horse 172 and do 
some flying down there.

At the end of the tour Colette 
and I spent another couple 
of days in New Zealand 
touring before we got a flight 
to Rarotonga in the Cook 
Islands.  This was kind of an 
anniversary trip as 20 years 
ago we were married there.  
We stayed in a Beach House 
right across the lagoon from 

the little island where we had 
been married and the weather 
was predictably lovely with 
highs of 26 Celsius and lows 
of 22 for the entire two weeks 
that we were there.  One 
of the interesting highlights 
there was the chance to rent 
a diesel powered 172 and do 
some flying. Even though it 
was equipped with a constant 
speed prop, the computer 
controlled the pitch depending 
on how you had the throttle 
set.  This was a little different 
but seem to work well.

We enjoyed driving around the 
back roads of the island seeing 
the different agricultural crops 
they are producing such 
as noni, pumpkin, papaya, 
pineapple, guava, sweet 
potatoes, taro, tomatoes, 
cabbage, peppers, onions and 
of course coconuts. Colette 
also toured a couple of nice 
flower gardens.

As to livestock there are a lot 
of “free range” chickens that 
just run around loose.  The 
pigs are all tethered with one 
leg and the cows and goats 
are tied up with collars and 
then tethered anywhere there 
is grass — saves on fencing 
that way, I guess!

Once we get home, we will 
be taking the plane and 
flying south touring some 
places in Texas and California 
as possible IFF workshop 
or convention spots before 
continuing up to Osoyoos 
British Columbia for February 
and March before we arrive 
back home in time for spring.

When Ken & Colette were married in 
the Cook Islands, part of the ceremony 
was to plant a coconut tree as a symbol 
of the marriage.  It was 3 feet high at 
that time and this is a photo of Colette 
with the tree 20 years later. 

On Saturday Nov. 2nd the IA/
MO Flying Farmers, 16 people 
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‘Round the Regions

met at Mt. Vernon, IA to tour 
One Mission.  They started out 
as a mission for Haiti.  They 
print local artwork on mugs, 
candles, shirts and have many 
other items for nonprofit 
group missions or fundraisers.  
From there we traveled down 
the road to Lisbon for lunch 
at Gwen’s Restaurant. During 
our meeting we acknowledged 
Keith and Verta Kerr for their 
50 years of membership to 
Flying Farmers. 

November 23rd the IA/MO 
Chapter met at Spankys 
Restaurant in Gladbrook, 
IA.  After lunch and a short 
meeting, we made our way 
up the street to Matchstick 

Marvels. Millions of matchsticks 
have been glued together to 
make models of things such 
as the Battleship Iowa, Notre 
-Dame cathedral and the Verta & Keith Kerr with 50-year mem-

bership certificate

L to R:  Lisa Even, Delaney Taylor, Dale Bohrer, Keith Kerr, 
Jim Ruopp, Ross Wiley, Chad Taylor, Laura Taylor

L to R:  Sharon Jennings, Chet & Beatrice Anderson, Kendra & Grandma Carol 
Chatfield, Carol Detje, Shirley Wiley, Leonard Chatfield, Larry Jennings, Sandy & 
Doug Hammond

The United States Capitol

Notre Dame Cathedral

Dale Bohrer observes the 
Battleship Iowa

nation’s capital.  Many have 
been purchased by Ripley’s 
Believe It or Not.

December 8th the Kansas 
Chapter held a Christmas 
party in Clay Center.  There 
were sixteen people attending.

Kansas and Heartland have 
planned a joint convention on 
March 6th-7th-8th in Newton, 
Kansas.  It will be at the 
Comfort Inn, 1205 E 1st St., 
Newton, Kansas. That is just 
off Interstate 35.  You need to 
arrive by 11:00am March 6th 
to register and leave for the 
1st tour and lunch. The local 

Continued on page 34-Region 6
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‘Round the Regionsphone number for the hotel 
is 316-836-2004, to reserve 
a room.

The IA/MO convention is 
March 27th-28th-29th.  It will be 
at the Pleasant Hill, Sleep Inn 
and Suites, 5850 Morning Star 
Court, Pleasant Hill, Iowa.  
This is in the Des Moines 
area and the phone number 
is 515-299-9922.  Please 
have reservations in by March 
2nd, 2020.  Rooms may be 
canceled if you call before 
4:00 pm the day of arrival 
if needed. When making 
reservations ask for Flying 
Farmers.   Registration is set 
at $50.00 for the convention.

Please try to attend as many 
chapter convent ions as 
possible.  It is always a lot of 
fun and learning interesting 
things and to catch up with 
our Flying Farmer family.

By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

Continued from page 33-Region 6

Back left to right: Jerry Richardson, Bob Clinesmith, Barney Buckley, Stan Dammel, 
Andy Slinkard, Art Sager, Ron O’Hair. Middle row: Burgess Lange, Chris Clinesmith, 
Gerianne Buckley, Maxine Lange, Larry King, Colene Sager, Debby Dammel, Nina 
Richardson.  Front: Sheila Slinkard, Audrey & John Ledgerwood.

The Wash ington F ly ing 
Farmers gathered in Moses 
Lake at the home of Jerry and 
Nina Richardson on November 

16. After a time of coffee, 
goodies and visiting, we had 
a productive meeting led 
by President Art Sager. We 
enjoyed a potluck dinner at 
noon. We were pleased that 
so many of our group could be 
with us as nineteen is a good 
attendance for our group. 
We even managed a group 
picture. 

Just a month later we were 
traveling to our Christmas 
Party. Bob and Chris Clinesmith 
had invited us into their rural 
home in the small town of 
Benge. We all enjoy gathering 
in this home where Bob 
has lived his entire life and 
Chris has added her flare for 
decorating. We exchanged 
gifts and had a potluck dinner. 
We also had a donation basket 
for a Spokane organization 
that provides child care. The 

home is called Vanessa Behen 
Crisis Nursery and provides a 
safe place for children from 
birth to age 6 when parents 
are in crisis. The children 
are in a safe place and the 
parents are directed to help, 
if necessary, or perhaps a 
few days relief from parental 
responsibility is all the help 
they need. 

Our next event will be our 
Pilot Safety Seminar in Moses 
Lake sponsored by a college, 
the FAA, and coffee/cookies 
provided by our group. This 
will be held on February 1, 
2020. 
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Memorial
Wayne Roesener

1925-2019

Wayne L. Roesener passed 
away on Sunday, September 
29, 2019 at the age of 93.  He 
was born November 1, 1925 
to Edith Dunham and Clifford 
L. Roesener.  On November 
15, 1947, he married Twyla 
Joy Piper and they raised two 
sons, Stacey and Cim.

Wayne was a pilot and a 
member of International 
Flying Farmers and Kansas 
Flying Farmers.  He was the 
1994-95 Exalted Ruler for 
the Manhattan Lodge of the 
Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks.  He served on 
the Zeandale Township Board 
and the Riley County Fair 
Board.   Wayne also enjoyed 
league bowling for many 
years and participated in the 
American Bowling Congress 
for a number of years.

Wayne was preceded in death 
by his wife, Twyla.  He is 
survived by his sister, Barbara 
Jean Holtman, sons Stacey 
and Cim, three grandchildren 
and five great grandchildren.
 

Former Members

Alan Dodge – 
California – 10/23/19

Terry White – 
Alberta – 11/20/19

Do Not Stand at My 
Grave and Weep 

Do not stand at my grave and 
weep,
I am not there, I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glint on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened 
grain.
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you wake in the morning 
hush,
I am the swift, uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circling flight.
I am the soft starlight at night.
Do not stand at my grave and 
weep.
I am not there, I do not sleep.
(Do not stand at my grave and 
cry.
I am not there, I did not die!)

~Mary Frye

Naomi Wollmann
1929-2020

Naomi  Mar ie  (T ieszen) 
Wollmann, 90, passed away  
January 1, 2020. She was 
born near Marion, South 
Dakota on March 31, 1929, 
to Benjamin V. and Dorothy 
(Hofer) Tieszen. While riding 
the school bus to Freeman 
Academy, Naomi met the love 
of her life, Willis J. Wollmann, 
the school bus driver. They 
married on September 8, 1951 
at Bethesda Mennonite Church 
in Marion, South Dakota.

Naomi graduated from Bethel 
Deaconess Hospital School 
of Nursing in 1951 and then 
received her bachelor’s degree 
in Nursing in 1984 from Bethel 
Co l lege,  North Newton, 
Kansas. 

In 1986, to keep up with her 
husband, Naomi obtained her 
pilot’s license. She co-piloted 
with Willis until the early 
2000’s, enjoying many trips 
to Flying Farmer conventions 
in which she was honored as 
International Queen in 1995.

Naomi is survived by her 
daughters and sons-in-law 
Janet Wollmann of Wichita, 
Jean Wollmann of Wichita, 
Joyce Goldstein of Overland 
Park,  Mar i lyn Regier  of 
Wichita, four grandchildren, 
and brother Bob Tieszen.  She 
was preceded in death by her 
husband of 64 years, Willis J. 
Wollmann and her son Wayne 
Joseph Wollmann.



Chapter Supplies Available 
through IFF - New Prices!

  
  WOY Pin $15.00 ________
  Queen’s Pin
     (w/year guard) $55.00 ________
  Year Guard $30.00     ________

  TOTAL   $________
   
  Please add an additional $5 for shipping
  Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of sup-
plies ordered -- indicate year for the 
trophy and pin under “Additional Info”.  
Please allow 6 weeks for the trophy, 
tiara and  pins, and 3-4 weeks for the 
WOY pin.

  Name: ____________________

  Address: ___________________

   
_____________________________

  City: ______________________

  State/Prov: __________________

  Zip/Postal: _________________
  Mail check and order form to:
  International Flying Farmers
  P.O. Box 309
  Mansfield, IL  61854

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents:  Make note 
of the following deadlines for up-
coming issues of the International 
Flying Farmer magazine.
 Issue   Deadline
 January/February Jan. 1
 March/April  Mar. 1
 May/June  May 1
 July/August  July 1
 September/October Sept. 1
 November/December Nov. 1

Please remember 
to notify the IFF 
Office when you 
change addresses 
for the winter and 
again when you 
return home

IFF does not ac-
cept credit cards



NOTICES

IFF Memorial Scholarship 
Fund Donations

All contributions are fully 
deductible for IRS tax purposes 
s i n c e  t h e  I F F M e m o r i a l      
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution.  They 
should be sent to:
   IFF Past Presidents
   c/o Zelda Lewis
   21527 Larch Drive
   Plainfield, IL  60544-6345

 IFF Liability Disclaimer 
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers. 

NAME ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

                  _____________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________

EMAIL _______________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________

AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
  Year  Make  Model  N-number

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________

Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year

Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse 
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to 
International Flying Farmers

 Mail to:
 INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
 P.O. BOX 309
 Mansfield, IL  61854

Please inform the IFF 
office when a mem-
ber or former mem-
ber of your chapter 
passes away



HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of 
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and 
use of airplanes in agriculture.  The organization, 
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial 
chapters throughout North America.  While 
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who 
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of 
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners 
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers.  Direct 
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and 
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is:  To create and 
maintain a compact representative and centralized 
organization with a spirit of cooperation and 
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore 
and emphasize the importance of flying and the 
use of the airplane in agricultural production, 
including the breeding, raising and feeding of 
livestock; and to engage in research and extension 
service, including publishing magazines or other 
periodicals to disseminate among its members 
information pertaining to the purposes of the 
organization.
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