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Official Reports

President’s Report

Hello to all FLYING FARMER
friends. Most of you have met
me, but for those who have
not, I will try to introduce
myself. I was born in southwest
Kansas, and raised on a small
farm, by today’s standard.
My folks owned a small farm
(240 acres grass pasture)
and about 200 acres of farm
ground we rented, where we
raised some wheat, milo, and
usually some other sorghum
crop that we used to feed
the small cow herd during
the winter. We also had a 60
sow, hog operation where
we raised feeder pigs, and
kept some for fat hogs which
were sold to neighbors for
slaughter.
When the commercial hog
farms moved into the area,
instead of working with the
commercial operators, Dad
sold out the hogs, went to
work full time at a small
feed mill in town, and I went
to work at a machine shop
during my high school years.
After high school I decided to
get into some aviation, and
4
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after obtaining my Private
Pilot Certificate, I went to
Tulsa, Oklahoma and attended
Spartan School of Aeronautics
where I received my Airframe
& Powerplant Certificate.
Being determined to spend
my life in General Aviation, I
worked several jobs in small
shops and a flying club. Most
of you know that these jobs did
not always supply the best of
salary, so I supplemented my
income by driving a truck. This
took me into all 48 continental
states, and several provinces
in Canada.
All this led me to a job
as Airport Manager of an
airport, and I met a beautiful
lady who became my wife.
After my termination at the
airport, I went back to the
truck for a few years as a
delivery driver for a small
propane company, delivering
propane in southwest Kansas,
Oklahoma Panhandle, and
southeast Colorado. After
an injury at work, I ended
up being off work for almost
2 years recuperating from
attempted repairs to my knee,
before undergoing total knee
replacement. During this
time off, the company sold
out, and the new company
decided they did not need
September/October 2019

By Harry Bartel
Kansas Flying Farmer
my help, and this led to me
being invited to chase cars for
several car dealers. Being one
of the only drivers with a CDL,
it has given me the chance to
travel most of the surrounding
States with a pickup and
trailer, doing “Dealer Trades”
taking a vehicle to a distant
dealer and trading for a
more saleable vehicle in
this area. I have also flown
the airlines to distant cities,
such as Corvallis, Oregon;
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania;
San Antonio, Texas, and drove
vehicles back to Kansas. When
a customer decides they want
a particular vehicle, they
sometimes spend quite a bit
of money just to get what they
really want.
I have been a member of our
local EAA chapter since the
mid 1970’s and joined IFF in
the 90’s. I have been fortunate
enough to work on some
unique aircraft over the years,
and have enjoyed several long
cross-country flights. These
flights have taken me from
Hugoton, Kansas to some faraway places such as Melfort,
Saskatchewan; Parkersburg,
We s t V i r g i n i a ; a n d I F F
Conventions in Mandan, North
Dakota and Bettendorf, Iowa.

Official Reports

Meet the Officers

IFF Vice President
Diana Billheimer
I know most everyone knows
who I am and about me,
but just in case, I’m going
to refresh your memory. My
first husband, Ethan Britten
and I joined the Colorado
and International Flying
Farmers back in 1986 when
Burl Scherler told Ethan about
the organization. We joined
before we even owned a
plane. We bought a Cessna
172, and Ethan got his private
license first and then I got my
license. I almost got a case
of champagne when I took
my written test, but because
I missed one question – my
instructor took a deep breath.
I can’t even remember now
what question I missed.
Ethan sold the 172, the day
after I got my license and we
bought a Cessna 182RG. He
then continued to get his high
performance and IFR rating in

that plane. We went to almost
every IFF convention from the
time we joined and many
state conventions in between.
Our two sons, Shelby and
Ryan, didn’t know what it
was like to drive anywhere as
we went somewhere almost
every weekend in the plane.
Then in 1994 we finally
decided we needed to hire
some help on the farm, so
we went through the Hansen
Employment Agency out of
Nebraska to get qualified
help. We had hired several
guys, but they would start in
the fall, stay all winter and
then leave in the spring when
farming got busy again. We
needed some help that was
willing to stay around. Ethan
and I hired a young man in
July of 1994, and then a few
days later the employment
agency called and wanted us
to interview another person.
We asked why as we had
already hired someone. But
they assured us this guy was
a better fit for our farm and
they were sending the one
we hired to a different place
for an interview. So, we met
with him, and sure enough
he fit right in. Then it was,
what do we do? We called
the employment agency
and they said no problem

as they would take care of
it. The other person had
wanted the original guy we
had hired. That is how Monte
Billheimer came into our lives.
Ethan helped move Monte to
Colorado and showed Monte
how to run the swather to
swath millet while we were
gone to the International
Convention in Stillwater, OK.
Monte didn’t even know what
millet was until he came out
here.
What happened next, no one
could have known, but the
good Lord above. Monte and
Ethan only had a chance to
work together for 2 months
when Ethan was tragically
taken from us in a pickup
accident in Texas, in October.
My world was turned upside
down, but with the strength
of God and many family and
friends I slowly kept things
intact. I kept going on day by
day. Monte continued to work
with me and then a year later
I was diagnosed with breast
cancer. Well, needless to say,
Monte got to be the lucky one
to drive me to appointments,
chemotherapy and help with
my sons when they needed
it. I would get pretty sick
during the chemo and then
feel better just in time to get
another dose.
By the time this was all over
and I was on the road to
recovery, Monte asked me to
Continued on page 7-Diana
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IFF Secretary/
Treasurer
Colette Pierce
As your new IFF Secretary/
Treasurer let me tell you a
little about myself. I enjoyed
my career as a nurse, but I
am glad now to be retired.
There is no shortage of ways
to enrich our lives every day.
I have time to do things that
are meaningful to me. For
example, for every meal I set
our dining room table with the
Royal Albert China (Lavender
Rose) that was gifted to me
by a lady whom I barely knew.
This set belonged to her friend
who had passed away and as
she was moving into a condo,
she didn’t have a place for it.
So, she gave me the complete
8-place setting as a gift. I also
have a passion for songbirds,
especially the Western and
Eastern Bluebird. We have
a bluebird line on our farm,
and I monitor them. I have
completed training and am
now a horticulture fair judge.
I have always enjoyed the
6
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when we can enjoy getting
away for the winter. Winter
finds us exploring the world
and flying our plane as much
as we can.

challenge of learning new
skills. You can often find me
playing cards or reading a We belong to the Manitoba
Flying Farmers Chapter and
book.
have been IFF members
In years past I have served as for about 10 years now.
IFF Queen 2014-15 and was We enjoy Conventions and
recently Region 5 Director. I getting together with our
currently am the Manitoba Flying Farmer friends. The
Chapter Newsletter editor connections we have made
and have helped organize with you are precious to us
s o m e M a n i t o b a C h a p t e r and we cherish time spent
events and conventions. On with you. This November
the aviation side of things we will celebrate our 20th
my husband Ken and I fly a wedding Anniversary. We
1972 Cessna 182, and have were married in the Cook
been averaging 250 hours a Islands November 29, 1999.
year. We have nicknamed her Where has the time gone? It
Queenie. Yes, we love to fly! seems like yesterday I was
Places we have flown include a blushing bride, but now I
all provinces in Canada except only blush when I have a hot
Newfoundland, North West flash after a glass of wine! To
Territories, Yukon, Nunavut, celebrate our anniversary, we
USA, Mexico, Caribbean and will return to the Cook Islands
Australia. When we are not after the IFF New Zealand trip
flying we run custom cattle this November and will enjoy
grazing business on our our stay there for a couple
2,000-acre ranch in Manitoba, of weeks before returning to
Canada. We enjoy farm life, Canada for the winter.
old time dancing, spending
time at our cabin in our valley, I look forward to serving IFF
good food, good times and with my fellow offcers over
good friends and learning the next 4 years. We will
about different cultures. I also have many events to plan as
have a creative side that I a team and I am sure we will
express by gardening, singing enjoy the process. Because
and creating stained glass art. life is a process, isn’t it???
Spring, summer and fall we
keep busy on our farm. We are
at the point in our lives now
September/October 2019

Continued from page 5-Diana

marry him. We had already
been through more than
most couples ever have to go
through, so it felt like a natural
thing for me to say yes. I truly
believe that God had a hand
in this, as why else would
Monte been brought into our
lives when we had already
hired someone else? God truly
works in mysterious ways and
this was truly a miracle. We
were married June 22, 1996.

for a couple of days also, so
I had to work around their
schedules and the grandsons’
baseball schedules as well. I
hope you mark your calendars
and plan on joining us.

We have a combined family
of my 2 sons and Monte’s 3
daughters. We now have 16
grandkids, and by the time
you read this, the 17 th will
be here. We only have the 3
grandsons from my sons, who
live close by – Ethan, Quinn
and Milo. They love to spend
time with us as much as we
love to spend time with them.
Nothing better than being a
grandparent.

Thank You

I am looking forward to serving
as your Vice President, this
next year, and am enjoying
putting things together for
the IFF Convention in Mitchell,
South Dakota, July 21-25.
The Flying Farmers are an
extended family for me and
my family. Even though it
will be a lot of work, I am
looking forward to planning
a good time for everyone. I
know the dates won’t work
for everyone, but I had to
plan it so it would work with
mine and the farming. I am
hoping my sons can make it

Both Lynn and I would like to take this opportunity to
thank each and everyone of the International Flying
Farmers for a most memorable and outstanding year!
It was an adventure! Throughout our travels over the
year, we were privileged to get to know many more
Flying Farmers. At the conference in Wichita, we
renewed acquaintances and met many more members.
What a wonderful family to be a part of! Thank you
to each Chapter that provided us a room and my
registration as we travelled to the various conferences.
We will always look back on this last year with
appreciation, fondness and warmth. It has been very
special!
Lynn and Cheryl Goyer
September/October 2019
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Special Feature

2019 IFF Convention - Wichita, Kansas
By Marilyn Bartel
Kansas Flying Farmer

Gene Shore opens the church service

committee meetings. At
five thirty Eugene Shore
Drury Plaza Hotel Broadview - our
opened the church services.
convention home
Even though the International A trio composed of Marial
Flying Farmers Convention did Mortimer, Samantha Scantlin
not officially start until Sunday and Samantha Kuemmere
afternoon, several drove, from the Friends University
flew their own planes or entertained us with many
came by commercial airlines gospel songs. Marial shared
on Saturday. Those who her testimony with us. Eugene
gathered enjoyed visiting ended the services with prayer.
and eating their evening meal
together.
Sunday’s arrivals trickled
in during the day. Sunday
afternoon was slated for

8
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of the year, Colene Sager, who
was not present. She received
a crystal bowl sponsored by
Pat. The new Man of the year,
Jeff Thompson, who also was
not present, was announced.
Jeff’s award plaque sponsored
by Art & Colene Sager was
accepted by Phil Peterson.
Both Thompsons and Sagers
arrived later in the evening.
Clement Dion closed the
evening festivities, then ice
cream and cookies were
served to all.

Monday was a very busy day
at convention. We started
A buffet dinner in honor of with the Early Bird drawing,
Gordon and Velda Beidler, which was won by Alex Knox
2018-19 Man and Woman of Arizona. IFF President
of the year, was enjoyed Clement Dion called to order
by the group. The Beidlers the 74th meeting of the
were unable to attend, so Pat International Flying Farmers.
Amdor announced the Woman McConnell Air Force Base
Trio from Friends University

Convention registration

Pat Amdor announces the new IFF
MOY & WOY

September/October 2019

Special Feature

IFF President Clément Dion calls the
business meeting to order

has decided to pass this job
on to someone else. Reports
were given by Committee
Chairpersons, IFF officers and
Region Directors.

Past President Jack Jenkinson installs
the new IFF Officers

Color Guard presented the At 10:30 we had our coffee/ Clément was presented a gift
colors. Then the membership milk break. The meeting from the officers, which was
sang the National Anthem, resumed at 11:00. Colette a replica of his airplane.
Pierce turned in her resignation
as Region 5 Director. Ken
Pierce was elected to the
position.
IFF Secretary/Treasurer, Diana
Billheimer reported on the
2020 convention which will be
held in Mitchell, South Dakota
July 21st-25th of July 2020.
the Canadian Anthem and So “save the date”.
the Flying Farmer song,
accompanied by Burl Scherler The slate of officers presented
by Past President Alex Knox
of the Heartland Chapter.
was: Past President Clément
Alex Knox lead the group in Dion, President Harry Bartel,
prayer and gave the memorial Vice President Diana Billheimer
for the 15 members that and Secretary/Treasurer
Colette Pierce. The slate was
passed this past year.
elected. Jack Jenkinson, an
President Clement introduced IFF Past President, installed
the officers, Joan Gillis gave the officers.
the credential report and
Judy Conard gave the audit
report. This will be the last
year that Judy will be auditing
the books. After 25 years she

Clément Dion holds the gift from the
IFF Officers, a replica of his airplane

Clément Dion presents the gavel
to incoming President Harry Bartel

Sylvia Dion pins the Past President’s
pin on the lapel of her husband Clément

Judy Conard gives her last
audit report

New IFF Secretary/Treasurer
receives her briefcase from Past
President Alex Knox Chairman
of the Nominating Committee
September/October 2019
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President Harry Bartel
adjourned the 2019 business
meeting.
Apple volunteered for the
position.
A buffet lunch was enjoyed
by the entire group, with M o n d a y e v e n i n g P a s t
the officers dining together President Clement presented
and the Past Presidents and Judy Conard with a thank you
spouses dining together. gift from the International
Following lunch, the Officers Flying Farmers for the 25
had a meeting and the Past years of service she has given
Presidents had a meeting.
to our organization. Following
the presentation, IFF Queen
The remainder of the afternoon Cheryl and Duchess Rhonda
was spent visiting, shopping presented the following
or napping.
awards: Youngest Pilot —Jeff
Thompson; Lucky Pilot—Ken
PQUADS gathered at 5:30 Pierce; Dr. Henry Bennet
in the mezzanine to enjoy award—Ken Pierce. Jamie
dinner together then went to Sossaman announced the
the meeting room to share winner of the Past President
stories from the past year. Scholarship—Cade Apple.
Marilyn Bartel, liaison, read a Three awards were given
report and resignation from for 25 years of membership;
Joyce Rust. She asked for two awards for 50 years of
someone else to take the membership and 2 awards for
position as treasurer. Sally 60 years of membership.

2019-2020 IFF Officers L to R: Secretary/Treasurer Colette Pierce, Vice President
Diana Billheimer, President Harry Bartel, Past President Clément Dion
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L to R: Oldest Pilot to fly himself to
convention, Ken Pierce and Youngest
Pilot to fly himself to convention, Jeff
Thompson

Jamie So ssaman anno unces th e
winner of the Past President’s Scholarship

Tuesday morning was an early
one for us. We had to leave
at 7:45 a.m. for Hutchinson
to be at our first tour. We
arrived at the Kuhn Krause
Manufacturing Company
where farm machinery is
made. They say, “We don’t
make tractors or combines
but anything that is pulled
behind them, we make”. The
group was split; half of us
went through the plant while
the rest of the group learned

about the history of the plant
and the products they make.
Henry Krause made the first

Special Feature

History of Kuhn Krause

one-way plow. He came
from a small farming town
in southwest Kansas called
Plains. He needed more
resources than he had so C l é m e n t ’ s a n t i c s d u r i n g l u n c h
he moved his manufacturing
We had taken box lunches with
company to Hutchinson.
us and the Khun’s employees
set up tables and chairs for
us in their building where we
enjoyed our lunch. They also
provided bottled water for us.

Kuhn guide tells about the operation
as he leads the Flying Farmer group
through the plant

Ready for a train ride

The year-round even temperature and dry climate of the salt
mine makes it the perfect place
to store films from movies and TV

After lunch we boarded the
Kuhn, a French Company,
buses for a short ride to the taken by a double decker
bought Krause Manufacturing
Strataca Salt Mines. We were elevator 650 feet below the
in 2011.

Products ready for shipment

Waiting in the lobby of the salt mine for our designated tour time
Box lunches at Kuhn Krause

September/October 2019
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surface. The salt mines are
a very interesting wonder in
southwest Kansas. Those
who traveled to the bottom
could take a train ride through
some of the mines and a dark
ride deeper into some of the
mine areas. In those areas,
some of the miners left trash
that looks as new today as it
did 40 years ago when it was
left there. We saw mining
cars and the frame of an old
truck. We were told that what
went down in the mine stayed
in the mine.

Special Feature

the B29 bomber “DOC”. How
is served in WW2, it’s life in
the desert, it’s journey back
to its original home here in
Wichita.

Doc is a B-29 Superfortress and
one of 1,644 manufactured in
Wichita during World War
was a quiet one.
II. In March of 1945, B-29
Wednesday, and the last day No. 44-69972 (now known
of the convention started as Doc) was delivered to
with a short bus ride to the the U.S. Army. In July of
Eisenhower National Airport, 1951, Doc was assigned to
to the “DOC” hangar. We radar calibration duty, along
were welcomed by a group of with a few other B-29s. The
volunteers who explained to squadron was known as the
Upon leaving the mines we the group about the history of Seven Dwarfs. For 42 years,
Doc sat in the Mojave Desert
traveled to Yoder, Kansas for
dinner. It was a family style sit
serving as a target for the U.S.
down dinner of fried chicken,
Navy. In 1987, Tony Mazzolini
found Doc and began plans
roast beef, corn, green beans,
to remove and eventually
mashed potatoes and gravy.
restore the B-29 warbird to
Most of us enjoyed a piece of
flying status. It took another
pie. If you left hungry it was
12 years before Mazzolini and
your own fault.
his team were able to take
Illinois Flying Farmer Jim “Doc” MeyEveryone had a long day and er with a photo of the B-29 “Doc” possession of the airplane
from the U.S. government.
the bus ride back to Wichita
In April of 1998, Tony and his
team of volunteers towed Doc
out of the Mojave Desert. The
B-29 returned to Wichita in
sections on flatbed trailers in
May of 2000. Volunteers began
the process of reassembling
the B-29 which was sitting a
few hundred feet from where

Resting at the end of the salt mine tour
12
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The upstairs museum with the history of the restoration of “Doc”

it first rolled off the BoeingWichita assembly line. In
September 2016 there was
a groundbreaking for the
hangar where Doc is now
located.
They were working on one of
its engines, and we were not
Lunch at Stearman Field Grill
able to go into the cockpit.
We were able to go upstairs to overlay being applied to the to stop at the Spice Merchant
and we returned to the hotel.
the museum area where the runway.
At least two members visited
Our next stop was at the the Spice Merchant before
Nifty Nut House. It was they left Wichita.
fun watching everyone
purchase their favorite treat The group had a little time
and trying some new ones. to relax before getting ready
Unfortunately, due to our to have their pictures taken.
timetable we were not able Dinner was a Prime Rib Buffet
Volunteers working on “Doc”

full history of the bombers was
depicted. They were able to
view the plane and many war
artifacts on the ground floor.
Members gathered beside
“Doc” for a group photo.
Around eleven we boarded
the buses for a trip to Benton,
KS where we enjoyed lunch of
grilled chicken or hamburgers
at the Stearman Bar and Grill.
It was quite interesting to
watch the runway having an

L to R: Award sponsors Jamie & Sue Sossaman and Homer Doell
present the Outstanding Service Award plaque to Alex Knox
September/October 2019
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with all the trimmings. After
Special Feature
the meal, Sue and Jamie
Sossaman and Homer Doell,
who sponsor the Outstanding Zelda explained to the group
Service Award, presented the how many of the IFF member
couples have played dual
plaque to Alex Knox.
roles in the organization and
Then emcee, Zelda Lewis, presented them with a place
introduced our entertainer, mat out of some of her dad’s
Jim Riggan, of the Kansas charts. Next she recognized
Chapter, who entertained us the individuals who have held
with some of his wonderful positions in the organization
and they also received a chart
stories.
placemat.
President Harry Bartel closed
the 74th Convention. An ice
cream social followed.

Jim Riggan entertains with his stories of cowboys, bulls and various
predicaments on the farm

After a short break, our one
chapter queen, Kay Riggan
was escorted by her husband
Jim, to the stage. Duchess
Rhonda Bohrer was escorted
by her husband Dale to the
stage and Queen Cheryl Goyer
was escorted by her husband
Lynn to the stage. Duchess
Rhonda gave a power point
presentation of her reign
during the past year. Then Burl
and Cathy Scherler presented
her with a jewelry box which
they, along with Norman and
Pat Clapper, sponsor. Next
Queen Cheryl gave the report
of her year’s reign with a
power point presentation.
She also received a jewelry
box from the Scherlers and
the Clappers.
14
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For many, free time was spent in the Hospitality Room where
there were cards to sign, snacks to eat and lots of visiting.
September/October 2019

2019 IFF Convention Awards
Youngest Pilot Handbook – Bible sponsored by Jack Jenkinson, KS
Jeff Thompson, WI

Lucky Pilot Drawing – $100 sponsored by Wisconsin Flying Farmers
Ken Pierce, MB

Dr. Henry Bennett Memorial (oldest pilot who flew himself to convention) – clock sponsored by
Oklahoma State University Foundation
Ken Pierce, MB

IFF Man of the Year – Plaque and certificate sponsored by Colene and Art Sager, WA
Jeff Thompson, WI
2019 IFF WOY & MOY

IFF Woman of the Year – Crystal bowl and certificate sponsored by Pat Amdor, IL
Colene Sager, WA
Outstanding Service Award – Plaque sponsored by Jamie & Sue Sossaman, AZ and co-sponsored by
Homer Doell, AZ
Alexander Knox, AZ

IFF Memorial Scholarship – Administered by IFF Past Presidents - $1,000 per semester for Junior
and Senior college years
Cade Apple, OH

Booster Dues Drawing – 10% of total paid into Booster Dues when renewing membership
Thurl Andrews, AZ
September/October 2019
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Pat Amdor, IL

Mary Appel & Homer Doell, AZ

Don & Sally Apple, OH

Steve & Cindy Applegate

Marilyn Arneson

Marilyn & Harry Bartel

Kay Berghaus & Jack Jenkinson, KS

Monte & Diana Billheimer, KS

Dale & Rhonda Bohrer, IA/MO

Bill & Margaret Bunger, HL

Bob & Ruth Carmean, DM

Clément & Sylvia Dion

Anne & John Donkers, ON

Virginia Buehler, HL

Judy & George Conard, NJ

16
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Joan & Carl Gillis, SK

Cheryl & Lynn Goyer, AB

Sharon & Robert Harrison, IA/MO

Mary & David Hawthorne, ON

Darlene Higgins, MK

Marilyn Hoegl & Ken Kay, SK

Karen & Gary Hoffman, HL

Judy & Don Jacobs, HL

Glenn Kinneberg, MK

Ellen Brown & Alex Knox, AZ

Barbara & Don Leis, OH

Darrell & Phyllis Lemons, HL

Zelda Lewis, IL

Bill & Joan Lieber, KS

Jim Meyer, IL

September/October 2019
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Kim & Sylvia Murphy, ON

Phil & Carol Peterson, WI

Colette & Ken Pierce, MB

Bill Pratt & Rosella Bjornson, AB

Kenneth & Gloria Reed, MK

Kay & Jim Riggan, KS

Colene & Art Sager, WA

Cathy & Burl Scherler, HK

Eugene & Janet Shore, KS

Jamie & Sue Sossaman, AZ

Marcia & Jeff Thompson, WI

Janice & Dave Tranberg, DM

Ellen & Bill Valburg, MK

Jack & Merry Vandervalk, AB

Carol vanRossum, IL
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Kathy & R. Keith Vogt, PA

Joel & Tina Wharton, DM

Joanne Wiegel, IL

Emily & Gary Wilcox, MI

Wayne & Terry Wilderman AB

Don Zimbleman, MK

Thank You

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Flying Farmers who
traveled to Wichita for the 74th Annual Convention in August. We hope you
enjoyed the tours, the food and the hotel that we chose for you. We took great
pleasure in seeing the large turnout. It was a lot of fun in setting things up and
we understand the work it takes to prepare for an International Convention.
We want to send a special thanks out to everyone who helped us achieve the
final project. A big thanks to Pat and Zelda with all the answers we asked of
them. I know I drove them crazy with all the questions, but that is how one
learns what to do and I’m ready to go forward to helping in any way with the
coming years.
Many, many thanks to all of you.
IFF President Harry Bartel and Marilyn
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INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS, INC.

BY-LAWS

As revised at the 2019 convention in Wichita, KS

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE & HISTORY
An organization of families with a mutual interest in the promotion and use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization
consists of state and provincial chapters throughout North America. Founded in 1944, the IFF has had as many as 11,000
members. While originally founded by farmers and ranchers who owned aircraft, the membership now consists of
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners and factory workers to bankers and lawyers. Direct involvement in
agriculture or aviation is not, in and of itself, a requirement for membership.
The purpose of the organization is:
To create and maintain a compact representative and centralized organization with a spirit of cooperation and
mutual helpfulness among its members to explore and emphasize the importance of flying and the use of the airplane in
agricultural production, including the breeding, raising and feeding of livestock and to engage in research and extension
service, including publishing magazines or other periodicals to disseminate among its members information pertaining to
the purposes of the organization.
Specific objectives are:
To promote the practical use of the airplane in the Agriculture Industry.
To sponsor education and research in agriculture and aviation.
To encourage the conservation of our soil and water.
To promote safe flying through continued education and upgrading.
To develop public acceptance of light aircraft.
To afford youth the opportunity to participate in worthwhile projects and to stimulate positive
social activities under adult guidance.
To encourage close-in landing strips for towns and cities.
To express the ideas and opinions of farm families at a national level.
To insist that aviation gasoline taxes, where collected, be used for the development of aviation.
To help reduce unnecessary regulations for general aviation.
To cooperate with other aviation organizations for the furtherance of general aviation through
responsible aviation legislation.

ARTICLE I
NAME
This Corporation shall be known as International Flying Farmers.

ARTICLE II
RESIDENCE
The principal place of business of this Corporation shall be at P.O. Box 309 (301 S. McKinley), Mansfield, Illinois
61854.
ARTICLE III-A
Board
MEMBERSHIP
1. The Board shall be comprised of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, immediate Past President,
Regional Directors, and ex officio Queen and Duchess.
PROPERTY & BUSINESS
2. The Board shall have control of the property and business of the Corporation.
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QUORUM
3. A majority of the members of the Board must be present to constitute a quorum; the votes of a majority of those
present shall constitute a binding act of the Corporation.
MEETINGS
4. The Board shall meet at the annual convention.
REMOVAL OF POWER
5. The Board shall have the power to remove any member of the Board by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members
present at any duly convened meeting.
EXPENSES
6. The Board and Committee, as such, shall not receive any salary for their services, but, by resolution of the Board,
said members may be allowed a fixed sum plus expenses on a scale prescribed by the Board for their attendance at each
regular or special meeting.
OFFICE MANAGER
7. The Board may create the position of Office Manager, who will be hired by and work under the supervision of the
Executive Committee.
ADDITIONAL POWERS
8. In addition to the powers expressly conferred upon them by these By-laws, the Board may exercise all powers and do
all such lawful acts and things as are permitted by statute or by the Articles of Incorporation.
ARTICLE III-B
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

MEMBERSHIP
1. The Executive Committee shall be comprised of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and immediate
Past President.
POWERS
2. The executive and administrative power shall be vested in the Executive Committee, to be exercised only at duly
called meetings of which accurate reports and records shall be kept. A decision on all matters not within the province of
a particular officer of said committees, and not merely routine in nature, shall require a majority vote of all members of
the Executive Committee.
ADDITIONAL POWERS
3. In addition to the powers expressly conferred upon them by these By-laws, the Executive Committee may exercise
all such powers and do all such lawful acts and things as are permitted by statute or by the Articles of Incorporation.
However, the Executive Committee shall not exercise any legislative authority, which authority is vested solely in the
Board and cannot be delegated.
ARTICLE III-C
OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, QUEEN & DUCHESS

OFFICERS ELECTED
1. The President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary shall be elected annually by the delegates to the annual
convention.
REGIONAL DIRECTORS
2. The regional directors shall be elected by the delegates to the annual international convention from their respective
regions for a term of two years.
QUEEN AND DUCHESS
3. The Queen and Duchess shall be duly chosen at the annual convention and shall be ex officio members of the Board.
There shall be at least two candidates willing to serve as International Royalty. If only one is willing to serve, she shall
be designated as Queen. A past IFF Queen or Duchess who is a current Chapter Queen may be considered again for one
of these offices five years after the end of her reign.
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ARTICLE III-D
INDEMNIFICATION
1. Each person, who at any time has served or serves as director or elected officer, employee or agent of the Corporation,
shall be indemnified by the Corporation against liabilities incurred as a result of, and expenses (including attorney’s
fees) reasonably sustained in the defense or in the compromise or settlement, of any civil, criminal or other action, suit
or proceeding, in which he may become involved as a party or with which he may be threatened, by reason of his being
or having been a director, officer, employee or agent of the Corporation; provided, however, that such indemnification
shall not apply to any claim, action, suit or other proceeding in which the director, officer, employee or agent is adjudged
liable for negligence or misconduct in the performance of duty, or in which he shall have entered a plea of guilty or nolo
contendere unless the Corporation shall receive a written opinion of independent legal counsel that (a) the conduct of that
person in connection with such matter was in good faith, for a purpose which he reasonably believed to be in the best
interests of the Corporation, and in any criminal action, in addition that such person has no reasonable cause to believe
that his conduct was unlawful, and (b) that indemnification pursuant to the provisions of this section may be legally and
validly made.
ARTICLE IV
PRESIDENT

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
1. The President shall be the Chief Executive officer of the Corporation. He shall preside at all the meetings of the
Board and the Executive Committee and may preside at all meetings of the members. However, he may designate any
members of the Board to preside at any meeting of the members. In his absence, should he have failed to make such
designation, the presiding officer of any such meeting shall be the Vice President, Treasurer or Secretary in that order.
The President shall be responsible for the general and active management of the business of the Corporation and shall
see that all orders and resolutions of the Board are carried into effect. He shall appoint the members of all committees at
least thirty (30) days prior to the annual meeting.
MORTGAGES AND CONTRACTS
2. The President shall execute bonds, mortgages and other contracts requiring a seal under the name of the Corporation.
EX OFFICIO
3. Except as herein set out, the President shall be an ex officio member of all committees and shall have general powers
and duties of supervision and management usually vested in the office of President of a Corporation.
ARTICLE V
VICE PRESIDENT
1. The Vice President shall, in the absence or disability of the President, perform the duties and exercise the powers of
the President, and shall perform such other duties as the Board shall prescribe.
ARTICLE VI
TREASURER

RESPONSIBILITY
1. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the corporate funds and securities; keep a full and accurate account of receipts
and disbursements in the books belonging to the Corporation; and deposit all monies and other valuable effects in the
name of and to the credit of the Corporation in such depositories as may be designated by the Board. The Treasurer shall
be authorized to delegate some of the duties but shall not delegate the responsibility of the Treasurer.
DISBURSEMENTS & RECORDS
2. The Treasurer shall disburse the funds of the Corporation as may be ordered by the Board at regular meetings of the
Board, and otherwise whenever required, and account for all transactions as Treasurer and of the financial condition of
the Corporation.
BOND
3. The Treasurer shall give the Corporation a bond at the expense of the Corporation in a sum and with one or more
sureties satisfactory of the Board for the faithful performance of the duties of the office, and for the restoration of the
Corporation, in case of his death, resignation, retirement, or removal from office, of all books, papers, vouchers, money
and other property of whatever kind in his possession or under his control belonging to the Corporation.
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ARTICLE VII
SECRETARY

DUTIES
1. The Secretary shall be present at all meetings of the Board and the Executive Committee, taking and keeping minutes
thereof, and shall have charge of all records of the Corporation, together with the seal and charter. The Secretary, or
someone designated by the Secretary shall cause notice to be given of all meetings herein provided, shall attest all bonds,
mortgages, shall attest or authorize the attestation of contracts executed by the Corporation, and shall perform such other
duties as may be determined by the Board.
COMBINED
2. The offices of Secretary and Treasurer may be combined at the discretion of the Executive Committee.
ARTICLE VIII
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
1. The immediate Past President shall be a member of the Executive Committee and the Board with the same voting
privileges and compensation.
2. The immediate Past President shall chair the Nominating Committee.
ARTICLE IX
OFFICER TERM
1. No officer shall hold the same office for more than one (1) year; however, such officer shall hold said office until a
successor is duly qualified and elected.

ARTICLE X
REPORTS OF OFFICERS
1. All officers shall submit to the annual convention written and detailed reports of the business transacted by them.
ARTICLE XI
VACANCIES AND NOMINATIONS

VACANCIES
1. If the office of any officer, agent or regional director becomes vacant by reason of death, resignation, retirement,
disqualification, removal from office, or otherwise, the Board, by a majority vote of the members present at any dulyconvened meeting, may elect a person to fill such vacancy; and such person shall hold said office until the duly-elected
delegates elect a successor for the unexpired term thereof.
2. If such vacancies shall be that of a Regional Director the person elected shall be nominated by that respective chapter
and/or region.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
3. The President shall appoint a nominating committee of seven members to be chaired by the immediate Past President.
In the event this person is unable to fulfill that responsibility, the President shall appoint a chairman.
4. Any member desiring to nominate another member for an international office should submit that name in writing to
the nominating committee not later than 30 days prior to the annual meeting.
NOMINATIONS FROM THE FLOOR
5. Members may nominate other members for international offices at the annual meeting provided twenty-four (24)
hours advance notice of any such nominations is distributed to the nominating committee and to the international
officers.
ARTICLE XII
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE & REPRESENTATIVE
This article was repealed on August 2, 2017 by vote of the membership at Bloomington, Minnesota
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ARTICLE XIII
MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP
1. The membership of the Corporation shall consist of regular or family members in which teens and juniors are
included.
REGULAR MEMBERS
2. The regular members of the Corporation shall consist of persons twenty years of age or more who have an interest in
agriculture and in aviation and who are members of a chapter association.
QUALIFICATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
3. To qualify to hold the office of International President, Vice President, Treasurer, or Secretary one must:
a. be a regular member
b. hold or have held, or have a spouse who has or has held, a pilot’s license.
.
ARTICLE XIV
VOTING
AT ANNUAL MEETING
1. The voting privilege at the annual meeting of IFF members for each affiliated chapter association shall be one (1)
vote for each twenty-five (25) IFF adult members or parts thereof. Voting proxies will not be recognized at the annual
meeting.
DELEGATE & ALTERNATE
1. Each chapter association shall select a delegate or delegates and alternates to be its voting representative or
representatives at the international convention. Such a representative shall be known as the international delegate. Each
delegate shall represent the chapter association at the annual meeting of the International Flying Farmers.
CREDENTIALS & NO SUBSTITUTION
2. Each chapter organization will notify the chairman of the Credentials Committee who they have selected to be their
delegate(s) and alternate(s). Once selected, a delegate shall serve without substitution throughout that particular business
session.
ARTICLE XV
MEETINGS
AT ANNUAL MEETING
1. The annual meeting of the Corporation shall be held between January 1-December 31 of each year in such place
as shall be designated by the Board of the Corporation. Notice of said meeting shall be published in the International
Flying Farmer magazine at least sixty (60) days prior to the date of the meeting.
ARTICLE XVI
BY-LAWS

BY-LAWS – 24-HOUR NOTICE
1. Any member or committee desiring to present a by-laws change to the By-laws Committee must do so to the
Committee meeting.
BY-LAW CHANGES
2. The By-laws Committee shall distribute copies of the proposed changes to officers and delegates as quickly as may be
practical.
ASSISTANCE IN DRAFTING
3. The By-laws Committee shall assist members in drafting proposed changes; however the final decision as to the
wording of any by-law change shall remain with the member proposing the change.
RECOGNITION OF MEMBERS
4. Subject to time being available, members may be recognized to be heard on the proposed by-law changes and to ask
questions. However, only the delegates may vote.

TWO-THIRDS VOTE
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1. These by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the delegates at any annual meeting of the Corporation.
PROCEDURE
2. Any person proposing an amendment to the by-laws of this organization shall present the proposed amendment to
the delegates at any meeting where two-thirds (2/3) of the delegates are attending. Such proposed amendments shall be
voted upon by the delegates.
ARTICLE XVIII
PARLIAMENTARIAN
1. The President may appoint a parliamentarian to assist himself in conducting the meetings.
ARTICLE XIX
GRANT OF CHARTER

MEMBERSHIP MINIMUM
1. No organization or association shall be granted a charter in the International Flying Farmers unless it shall have a
minimum of twenty-five (25) members. The minimum qualifications for membership in such organizations shall be
an interest in agriculture and aviation. It is hereby declared to be the intent of this section that, where one spouse in a
household possess such qualifications, then the other spouse shall be admitted to membership, regardless of whether he
possesses such minimum qualifications. The ownership of an airplane shall not be necessary for membership insofar as
the requirements of this Corporation are concerned.
BOARD ACTION
2. Charters shall be granted at the discretion of the Board to such groups that make proper application and comply with
the terms and conditions set forth above or which may hereafter be adopted by the Board.
FEES & DUES
3. Charter fees and annual dues shall be fixed by the Board.
CHARTER
4. The word “Charter” as used in this section is defined to be the instrument which will be issued by the International
Flying Farmers evidencing the affiliation of the various chapter associations, and does not mean a corporate charter.
ARTICLE XX
MERGING OF CHAPTERS

NOTIFICATION
If the Officers and Board members approve the merging of their respective Chapters, the proposal shall be published in
their newsletters or through a special notice.
VOTING AND REGION DESIGNATION
Within 30 days after notification, all affected members will be sent a ballot; they must be returned to the Chapter’s
Secretary within 30 days of receipt. If the Chapters approve the merger, it will take effect at the next IFF Convention.
If the merging Chapters belong to different Regions, Region designation will be made by the IFF Board of Directors at
their next Board meeting.
ARTICLE XXI
DISBANDING OF CHAPTERS

NOTIFICATION
If a Chapter’s Officers and/or Board members feel they should disband, the question shall be printed in the next
newsletter or by special notice along with a ballot to all members within 30 days of the Officers’ decision.
VOTING
Within 30 days after notification, the ballots shall be returned to the Chapter President. If the vote is to disband, it will
take effect at the next IFF Convention.
DISPOSABLE ASSETS
Any money left in the treasury of the Chapter shall revert to the International Flying Farmers. All other assets shall be
disposed of as the Chapter designates.
September/October 2019
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CHARTER
If a Chapter votes to disband, its Charter is automatically revoked.
ARTICLE XXII
GENDER
1. Any reference of the masculine term in these by-laws does not necessarily denote gender.

Convention Committee Reports
August 24, 2019
IFF TOURS COMMITTEE MEETING
Ken Pierce called the meeting to order at 3 pm.
In attendance were:
Jim Meyer, Phil and Carol Peterson, Carol van Rossum, Joel and Tina Wharton, Burl and Cathy
Scherler, Sylvia Dion, Jack Jenkinson, Dave and Janice Tranberg, Bob and Ruth Carmean, Mary
Hawthorne, Steve Applegate, Joan and Carl Gillis, Barb Leis.
Tina Wharton read the minutes from 2018 meeting. Janice Tranberg motioned to approve the
minutes. Steve Applegate seconded the motion. All in favour.
The New Zealand Tour is scheduled for November 11- Dec 3, 2019. There are 7 more spots
available. Deadline for signup is September 5. Along with the regular tourist attractions there
will be sheep, beef, and deer farms. Also, an aircraft museum and manufacturing plant tour.
There are 3 days of optional touring not included in the price.
Joel and Tina Wharton are going to Alaska Aug 1-14, 2020. It includes a 1-week land tour
and 1-week cruise. Price is around $5,000 per person without airfare.
Phil Peterson suggested a flying tour of Eastern Canada during the fall colour change. There
was alot of discussion about where to visit and stay. This would be Sept 2020. Burl Scherler
suggested a Cowboy Poets Trip October 2020. It happens every year during the first weekend
in October in Durango, Colorado. Enjoy a train ride, Old Cowboy music and poetry. Burl also
suggested Egypt January 2020. Clement Dion mentioned a Tour of France a couple of years
ago. Visiting Normandie, wineries and farms. We could look into this for summer of 2021 if
there is any interest. A trip to Holland in April of 2021 to see tulips harvested, cheese and
manufacturing. Could possibly add a River Cruise. October/November 2020 Churchill Manitoba
to see Polar bears. Would stay at the Northern Science Study Center, would be a learning
vacation. Jim Meyer suggested a fly to Cuba for May 2020 with the Air Rally.
Jim motioned to adjourn; Joel seconded. Meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm.
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Publications Committee,
Sunday, August 25, 2019
Wichita, Kansas
The publications committee meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by the acting
chairperson Rhonda Bohrer. (Mary Hawthorne was chairperson but due to time conflict
with Delegates meeting pressed Rhonda into service.)
Members attending were:
Marilyn Arneson
Rhonda Bohrer
Margaret S. Bunger
Sylvia Dion
Kathy Vogt
Emily Wilcox
The minutes of the August 1, 2018 publications meeting were read and approved.
There was discussion about some members not receiving the IFF Flyer. Emails need to
be updated.
Thank you was extended to Pat Amdor for all her work on the IFF magazine.
Meeting was adjourned at 4:39 pm.
Respectfully submitted by acting secretary, Emily Wilcox
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Special Feature

WWII Vet Gets Flight in B-29
By Tim Hrenchir
The Topeka Capital-Journal
The following article appeared
on the front page of the August
30, 2019 edition of The Topeka
Capital-Journal and is reprinted
with permission of the writer,
Tim Hrenhir.
Note: When Flying Farmers
visited “Doc” on Wednesday,
August 28, 2019, volunteers
were working on the B-29 in
preparation for a flight. This
was the flight.

It has been 74 years since
Jim Marshall rode in a B-29
Superfortress bomber, but the
96-year-old veteran of a World
War II bomber crew will get
to do that again Friday.
Marshall, who lives just north
of Topeka, Kansas, expressed
excitement Thursday that
members of his family had
bought him a birthday gift of
a 30-minute ride early Friday
evening out of Manhattan
Regional Airport in “Doc,” a
restored B-29.

between Kansas State and
Nicholls State universities.

the Mariana Islands.

A 2006 Topeka Capital-Journal
Marshall, who grew up near article indicated Marshall
Emporia at Reading, said served on “Honey,” a bomber
Thursday that he was a radio adorned by the racy silhouette
operator in a B-29 during of a woman.
World War II.
Marshall kept a diary during
Marshall said he became the war and still has it today,
familiar with the B-29 while he said Thursday.
working at the Boeing plant in
Wichita before being drafted After the war, Marshall served
in 1943 into the U.S. Army, nearly 35 years as the state’s
where he became a radio director of special education,
operator. When Army officials retiring in 1990.
asked Marshall what type of
airplane he would like to serve His wife, Virginia Marshall, died
at age 85 in 2014 after more
on, he replied “the B-29.”
than 62 years of marriage,
Unknown to Marshall, the according to her obituary.
B-29’s existence was still
being kept secret at that time, Jim Marshall’s 96th birthday
he recalled. “They hustled me was Aug. 25. He said Friday’s
into a room like I was a Nazi flight comes as a birthday
spy and said, ‘How did you gift from the families of his
know about the B-29?’ “ he four children: Marc Marshall,
said. Officials calmed down of Oak Grove, Mo.; Susan
after Marshall told them about Newman, of Derby; Keith
his work at the Wichita Boeing Marshall, of rural Topeka; and
Laurie Heng, of Wichita.
plant.

Doc, which has nose art
featuring the character Doc
from “Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs,” will then do Marshall said he took part in Jim Marshall said he was
a flyover before Saturday’s 32 bombing missions in a B-29 inside Doc a few years ago
football game at Manhattan that was based at Saipan in during a visit to Wichita and
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provided input to the people
restoring the plane.

Special Feature
Photos of volunteers working on “Doc” before Jim Marshall’s flight

The website promoting
Doc, one of 1,644 B-29
Superfortresses made in
Wichita during World War II,
said Tony Mazzolini found it
in 1987 sitting in California’s
Mojave Desert, where Doc
and other B-29s had been
bombing targets since 1956
for the U.S. Navy.
Mazzolini and his team towed
Doc out of the desert in 1998
and returned it in sections
on flatbed trailers in 2000 to
Wichita, where they began
restoring it a few hundred
feet from where it had rolled
off the assembly line in 1945,
the website said. It indicated
the long, arduous task of
restoring Doc resulted in the
plane flying again beginning
July 17, 2017.

The Disney character “Doc” from
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
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Special Feature

Wiarton Fly-In
By Mary Hawthorne
Ontario Flying Farmer
On Saturday, July 13 a small
number of flying farmers
arrived for our July fly-in at
Wiarton airport where we
were met by COPA members
who organized a delicious
potluck lunch. (Weather
conditions were iffy so only
two planes attempted the
journey.) Following lunch, we
headed off down the hill to
an interesting manufacturing
place called Caframo situated
on the picturesque shores of
Georgian Bay. This company
has operated in Wiarton
since 1955 when a German
family, the Heidolphs, came
to Canada. They originally
developed and worked with
small motors under 1 hp and
it is from that that the name
“Canadian Fractional Motors”
developed. This has now
been shortened to “Caframo”.
This company was at the
1960 Chicago Trade Show
with their small motors. The
eight-acre property, originally
owned by Crown Portland
Cement Company which fell
into bankruptcy in the early
1900’s, was selected in 1955
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by the Heidolph family as
their new home. They made
good use of existing buildings
on the property which now
also boasts a picnic site for
employees and is home to
beaver, bald eagles, deer and
fox.

View of the plant from the bay

Our group was divided up into
three smaller groups for ease
of touring the facility. Our
leader, Janet, is in charge of
production control and has
worked for the company for
over a dozen years. Once
a new order comes in, as
Production Control Head, her
job is to make sure all the
parts are available ready for
assembly. One of their big
sellers is a small fan, which
when placed on top of a
woodstove distributes the
heat easily throughout the
September/October 2019

home using the heat from
the stove to power the fan.
We started off in one of their
test labs where they develop
and make sure that fans are
going to do what they say
they will do. This lab, which is
really a room within a room,
designed by engineers at
University of Guelph can be
set up as a standard room
with wood stove(s). Here
they can determine what
air leakage there is and just
how well that model of fan is
working. There was a walkin freezer and an Incoming
Quality Assurance area.
The moulding room makes
finished components from
pellets. Next we went onto
their recently completed
12,000 square foot storage
facility. They house raw
materials, components and
completed products until they
are shipped out to their three
distribution centres; one in
Mississauga; one in Buffalo,
New York and a third one in
the Netherlands. “The magic
happens here” is one of their
pet phrases because they

put parts -from around the
world- together to create a
very economical long-lasting
product. Their testing labs aim
to ensure things are powerful
and precisely doing what the
customer demands.
They also manufacture CLS
lab stirrers used in labs all over
the world. The largest stirrer,
costing over five thousand
dollars, is very sophisticated,
programmable by computer
and will do almost anything
asked of it. The smallest
ones are smaller than an
electric toothbrush. CLS
assembly is done in naturally
lit areas where employees
rotate positions working with
precision tools. Stirrers are
made to have high power,
high precision and accurate
calibration.
The company listens to the
customer and develops what
is requested. Thus, they
provide for pharmaceutical
and cosmetics researchers
stirring samples, the Canadian
cottager, the farmer, the
homeowner who heats
with wood, boat owners in
Canada, USA and France,
and Australian RV owners.
Such products are the Ecofan,
Seekr Marine fans, Caframo
JOI lamps, fans and specialty
heaters.

Each year they choose a
specific charity to support.
A short list is chosen from
Their engineers/designers use suggestions and employees
3D CAD assembly drawings vote on what their charity
and design things for safety will be for the upcoming year.
and durability. Their own What a great place to work
machine puts all the in-house with wonderful scenery out
designed artwork/info on the the large windows overlooking
product before it leaves their the bay.!
facility. Their marine fans are
not bothered by saltwater
and are spark free. Their
calf warmer keeps newborns
warm; they have developed a
windshield defogger for boats
Mural on plant wall
in France and Australian RVers
love their fans. Caframo has To beautify the exterior of
developed an engine heater the old cement plant the local
which is very economical high school is developing
and runs on 120 power from a mural depicting various
an outside source so boat aspects of the company. A
engines can be kept warm very interesting tour! Thanks
when necessary. In the office to the employees who took
area there is a bell that rings their Saturday to give us a
when an order of a certain size tour and to COPA Wiarton who
comes in and there is a horn organized the whole event.
that blows when an order of The couple of planes that
another size comes in.
did manage to fly in headed
for home and the rest of us
Their recently updated” Core departed on our four wheels.
Values” is very detailed and We did a scenic tour of the
certainly gives you a very good west shore of Georgian Bay
knowledge of what is expected down to Owen Sound and
of you as an employee. As a then across to near Meaford
large employer in Wiarton before heading home through
this forward-thinking group the scenic Beaver Valley.
has lots of family activities
and parties at all the various
holidays throughout the year.
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Special Feature

Ontario’s August Fly-in
By Mary Hawthorne
Ontario Flying Farmer
President Mike & Gale Gray
hosted the August fly-in at
their airstrip near Keene,
Ontario. Only one instrument
rated plane arrived due to
low ceilings and isolated
thunderstorms. However, the
crowd enjoyed the hangar
space set with tables and
chairs since C-GOAK was tied
down outside. Good to see
Doug and Carol Wilcox who
had travelled from Brockville to
join the party. June Pendleton
also joined us from New York
State.
After our usual delicious
potluck dinner, Mike introduced
Captain Kyle Welsh from CFB
Trenton, who spoke about his
work with the C130 Hercules
pictured below.

Captain Welsh also showed
a video which outlined the
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capabilities of the Hercules.
It is the workhorse of the
Canadian Armed Forces’
transport fleet and provides
support to joint operations
at home and overseas. CC130J Hercules aircraft quickly
and safely carry passengers,
heavy equipment and supplies
over long distances to support
operations, or in response
to crises, such as natural
disasters. Because of their
ability to use shorter landing
and take-off fields, the aircraft
participated in domestic
evacuations during flooding
at First Nations locations and
responded to the wildfire
situation in Fort McMurray in
2016. “The Herck” provides
airlift support throughout
Canada and especially in the
Arctic. Fuel, supplies and
equipment are delivered to
Canada’s North as well as
other parts of the world as
part of Canadian Relief efforts.
The Hercules flies with a
minimum crew of three; two
pilots and a loadmaster. The
September/October 2019

Captain Welsh

Hercules also provides support
to the Rescue Squadron
members and helps as they
practice their search and
rescue skills.
Since Gray’s airstrip is close to
Trenton, they are used to the
big plane flying overhead at
very low altitudes on practice
exercises. Thanks to Mike for
arranging this very interesting
meeting.

C-GATZ prepares to depart

Thank You
Dear International Flying Farmer Friends,
Thanks to all IFF members for the gift card presented to me at the Convention
in Wichita. It was a surprise to receive such a wonderful thank you from all
of you. Accountant types are not used to applause and individual thanks.
You made me feel appreciated and I thank you for that.
The first review report I have in my file was completed in 2003. It has been a
great pleasure for me to work with the IFF Executive and office staff for sixteen
years to present the financial report to the membership. I received much
help from Pat Amdor whose recordkeeping and organizational skills made
my job easy. Also thanks to Illinois members Karen Bradd for her hospitality
and to Pat and Norman Clapper for guiding us to good restaurants and to
Culver’s for ice cream.
I will use my gift card to buy something special that will always remind me
of all my IFF friends.
Judy Conard
NJ Flying Farmers
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EARLE GEIDE’S
100TH BIRTHDAY!!!

Earle Geide’s family would like to invite you to join them in celebrating Earle’s 100th Birthday!!!
Saturday, October 12, 2019
1:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
46448 263rd Street
Hartford, SD
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE A STORY ABOUT EARLE AROUND 3:00 P.M., THAT WOULD
BE GREAT!!
Earle Robert Geide was born on November 12, 1919 at the Moe Hospital in Sioux Falls, SD.
Growing up in the depression, his family lived on six different farms. He graduated from
Monroe High School in 1939.
In October 1941, Earle was called to active duty in the United States Army. His initial
assignments found him at Fort Sill, OK; Camp Roberts, CA; and the Louisiana Maneuvers area
near Fort Polk, LA. While in the service, he began taking flying lessons in 1942 at Brady, TX.
Here began his 77-year career of flying.
Following his discharge from the US Army, Earle purchased a 1940 BL-65 Taylorcraft for $450.
The engine had a fresh major overhaul, but the wings needed recovering which cost $200
to complete. Earle would travel 60 miles from his farm to take lessons for $3 per hour. On
November 27, 1945, Earle soloed in his Taylorcraft N27595. Within two months, with a fresh
Private Pilot’s license and just 47 hours total time, Earle set off on a cross-country adventure
to Los Angeles, CA in the Taylorcraft. His journey spanned more than a month during which
he accumulated 90 hours of additional flying time throughout the state of California, across
the Sierra Nevada and Rocky Mountains and back to the Midwest.
In 1950, Earle purchased 160 acres of land near Hartford, SD. He married Cornelia (Connie)
Huebschman on June 20, 1953 in Evanston, IN. Together, they farmed this quarter section
along with another 1400 acres with their son Orrin. Earle used a small portion of their land
for an east-west 2400 ft grass runway that remains today.
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In 1954, Earle and Connie joined the South Dakota Flying Farmers and Ranchers as charter
members which brought affiliation with the International Flying Farmers and Ranchers. They
have maintained a highly engaged, active membership in the two organizations for over 65
years. He has held leadership positions including State President for two separate terms,
International Flying Farmer Regional Director for many years and was awarded the South
Dakota Flying Farmer of the Year in 1973. Earle was also instrumental with supporting and
advancing scholarships for teens within the organization such as the Al Ward Essay Scholarship
and the Archer Petroleum Scholarship. In addition, Earle and Connie have hosted numerous
fly-ins throughout the years at their grass farm strip and at the Sioux Falls Airport. Their
membership in both organizations gave them the opportunity to travel across the United
States including Alaska, Canada, the Northwest Territories and Mexico. Their most notable
trip was to Costa Rica with a stop in Guatemala where they experienced a 7.2 earthquake on
February 4, 1976.
Earle and Connie have two children, Orrin and Joy, both of which are professional pilots. Earle
was the inspiration and mentor of their children as they began their own flying careers. Orrin
has his Commercial, Instrument, Certified Flight Instructor and Multi-Engine rating. Like his
father, Orrin uses aircraft in his farming operation and has logged over 6,500 accident and
incident-free hours. Joy Geide Hohn has her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Aviation and Business
Administration. She has her Airline Transport Pilot certificate with Multi-Engine rating along
with an Instrument and Multi-Engine Flight Instructor certificate. Joy has over 12,000 hours
of accident and incident-free flying. She currently flies charters out of Sioux Falls, SD in the
King Air 200 and 90 series aircraft. Orrin and Joy, along with her husband Rod and their
children, Noah and Camille, all live within one mile of the Geide farm strip where Orrin and
Joy learned to fly as teenagers.
Earle has his Commercial Pilot certificate with over 4,000 hours. In addition to owning the
Taylorcraft, he has owned several Luscombes, a Swift, a Cessna 172 and a couple of Bonanzas.
He currently owns a 1946 Luscombe 8A and a 1961 Bonanza V-tail. Earle’s longest trip was
to Anchorage, Fairbanks and Dawson City from August 17-31, 1987.
On August 27, 2011, the Federal Aviation Administration Safety Team awarded Earle Geide the
Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award for 50 years of continuous accident and incident-free flying.
On September 8, 2012, Earle was inducted into the South Dakota Aviation Hall of Fame at
Black Hills/Clyde Ice Field.
Congratulations Earle on your 100th Birthday!
Earle treasures his friendships with the Flying Farmers. Please send birthday cards to:
Earle Geide
26245 461st Avenue
Hartford, SD 57033
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Thank You
From the immediate past president:
I would like to thank all the membership for the support and guidance during
the past four years.
It was a pleasure serving on the executive with such wonderful people. I was
the recipient of many experiences and made lasting memories.
Thank you to the officers for the precious gift presented to me at the convention
in Wichita, KS.
Clément Dion
Past President 2019-2020

Cade Allen Apple, grandson of Sally and Don Apple, Ohio
Chapter, is the recipient of this year’s IFF Memorial Fund
Scholarship Award.
He has started his junior year at Miami University, Oxford,
Ohio, where he is majoring in Accounting and Information
Systems & Analytics (ISA). He maintains a GPS of 3.50.
He was named to the President’s List for his first semester
of the 2017-2018 academic year.
Cade is very grateful to IFF for this award and it will be a
great help towards his degree and further education.
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2020 IFF Convention
Mitchell, South Dakota
Welcome to Mitchell, South Dakota for the 2020 International Flying Farmer
Convention. This will be our 75 th Anniversary, so I hope you can all mark
it on your calendars now. The dates will be July 21 through July 25, 2020.
Mitchell is best known for the World’s Only Corn Palace, yet many don’t
realize the Palace truly stands for enterprise, pride and community. This
icon of innovation has stood the test of time, continually changing its colors,
architecture and community purpose as the city itself has grown and changed.
Farming plays a leading role in the South Dakota economy. Farms and ranches cover
about nine-tenths of the state. Sprawling livestock ranches lie in the western part of
the state and most of the state’s crop farms lie in Eastern South Dakota. On average,
around 3 million acres of several kinds of wheat are planted in the state each year, hard
red winter, spring and durum. Other notable agricultural commodities in South Dakota
are soybeans, sunflowers, beef, pork, oats, barley, rye, flaxseed, sorghum and alfalfa.
South Dakota was either the 39th or 40th state, but no one will ever know for certain where
it fits in the order of admission. In 1889, when both North and South Dakota were ready
to be admitted into the Union, President Benjamin Harrison shuffled the admission papers
so that one state could not claim precedence over the other. Today, the two states are
ranked alphabetically, making North Dakota the 39th state and South Dakota the 40th.
In August 1879, the original townsite of the town of Mitchell was platted. The town
was named in honor of Milwaukee banker Alexander Mitchell, then president of the
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad. The town site covered 75 acres. In the
spring of 1881, the town of Mitchell was incorporated as a village, and from 1887 until
the present, the city of Mitchell has existed. Today Mitchell’s population is about 15,600.
These are just a few interesting facts about the city of Mitchell and I hope it
peaks your interest to come join us from July 21th, 2020 through July 25th, 2020.
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Giving Reports at the 2019 IFF Convention

Publications Committee - Mary Hawthorne

By-Laws Committee - Zelda Lewis

Tours Committee - Ken Pierce

Region 1 Director - Keith Vogt

Region 3 Director - Gary Wilcox

Region 4 Director - David Hawthorne

Region 5 Director - Colette Pierce

Region 6 Director - Dale Bohrer

Region 10 Director - Sue Sossaman

Region 11 Director - Jack Vandervalk

A “Meeting of the Minds” at the IFF Convention - L to R: Jeff Thompson, Zelda
Lewis, Gloria Reed, Carol & Phil Peterson, Marcia Thompson
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EAA MAINTAINS IMPORTANCE OF GENERAL AVIATION AND SAFETY
IN COMMENTS TO FAA ON AMAZON PETITION
Retailer seeking regulation exemption to begin unmanned drone deliveries
EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wisconsin — (September 3, 2019) — Safety for manned
aircraft, not commercial expediency, must be the priority for federal air regulators as they
consider an exemption application by Amazon regarding package deliveries by unmanned
aerial systems (UAS), noted the Experimental Aircraft Association in formal comments to the
Federal Aviation Administration.
EAA made the comments in response to Amazon’s petition to the FAA that requested relief
from certain rules in order to conduct deliveries by UAS, commonly known as drones. The
exemption would allow Amazon additional freedom to operate below 400 feet above ground
level (AGL) without the line-of-sight observation requirements for UAS operations.
“There is an asymmetrical challenge to safety as UAS flights are integrated into the national
airspace, as the priority must be preventing hazards to people in the event of a collision
over threats to unmanned machinery,” said Sean Elliott, EAA’s vice president of advocacy
and safety, “EAA is not opposed to integrating unmanned systems into the airspace, as long
as they observe appropriate safety protocols and do not lead to additional regulations and
mandated equipment for manned aircraft. In addition, manned aircraft must have the rightof-way in all circumstances.”
In addition to reaffirming EAA’s long-standing position on UAS integration, the organization’s
comments give specific examples of various types of flying that takes place on a regular basis
below 400 feet AGL, where Amazon intends to operate. Those operations include ultralight
vehicles, private airports and helipads, emergency medical flight operations, backcountry
flying, seaplanes, and flights over open water or sparsely populated areas. This affirms the
need for extremely reliable sense-and-avoid technology aboard unmanned systems that can
detect any and all manned aircraft.
“While we are pleased that Amazon stated in its petition that it must demonstrate an equivalent
level of safety to ‘see-and-avoid’ principles of manned aircraft, we urge the FAA review and
confirm Amazon’s risk assumptions are accurate and its redundancy procedures are as vigorous
as those for manned aircraft,” Elliott said. “It is the responsibility of every entity using the
airspace to maintain the equivalent safety standards as we explore the opportunities and
benefits of this new technology. The stakes are too high for any alternative to be acceptable.”
About EAA
EAA embodies The Spirit of Aviation through the world’s most engaged community of aviation
enthusiasts. EAA’s 225,000 members and 900 local chapters enjoy the fun and camaraderie
of sharing their passion for flying, building and restoring recreational aircraft. For more
information on EAA and its programs, call 800-JOIN-EAA (800-564-6322) or go to www.eaa.
org. For continual news updates, connect with www.twitter.com/EAA.
September/October 2019
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‘Round the Regions
We attend as many
Conventions as possible while
I put approximately 250 hrs.
a year on the 182.
By Ken Pierce If any of my region 5 people
Manitoba Flying Farmer have concerns, please contact
me at pierceken@icloud.com
Hello to all IFF members.
First, I want to thank all
the members at the Wichita
Convention for electing me to
be the Region 5 Director when
the position was vacated by
Colette so she could take on
the role of IFF Secretary/
Treasurer.
For anyone who doesn’ t
know me, my wife Colette,
and I live on our farm near
Miniota, Manitoba where I run
a custom grazing operation
for 300 - 400 cow calf pairs.
The cows arrive late May and
are all gone home by the
end of October. During the
summer I move the 4 herds
either daily or at most every
5th day. The 2000 acres are
divided into approximately
80 permanent paddocks by
about 120 miles of permanent
electric fence and further
divided by temporary electric
fencing as needed.
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Kansas Queen Kay Riggan & Jim

By Dale Bohrer

Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

Thank you to Harry and
Marilyn Bartel for a great
convention in Wichita.
Harvest of small grains is
nearing the end. Here in
the midwest we are gearing
up for the corn and soybean
harvest. We pray for a safe and
profitable year for everyone.
Everyone be mindful of our
farmers and ranchers as they
travel to and from their fields
and homes.

It was good to see so many
We have an airstrip on the friends at International in
farm where we keep our Wichita.
C-182 and where we host a
yearly fly-in BBQ. Usually the
first week in August.
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Carol vanRossum presents placemat
to Margaret & Bill Bunger
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Rhonda & Dale Bohrer

Cheryl & Lynn Goyer

Cheryl Goyer receives jewelry box
from co-sponsor Burl Scherler

Ellis Hill
1933-2019

Memorial

Cornelia Rose (Connie) Geide,
93 of Hartford, died on August
2, 2019 at her home surrounded
by her family. Connie was
born January 24, 1926 to
Louis and Alvina (Engelbrecht)
Huebschman on the famiy farm
in Evanston, Indiana.

Mr. Ellis Harvey Hill passed
away at the St. Joseph’s Home
- Carmel Hospice in Medicine
Hat, AB on Friday, July 26,
2019, at the age of 85 years.
Ellis was born to Harvey and
Edythe Hill on November 5,
1933 at Armley, Saskatchewan.
He married Margaret Wassill
on July 4, 1959, celebrating
60 adventurous years together
this past July.
Ellis was a life-long grain
farmer and part owner and
manager of Carlea Alfalfa
Processors Limited. Ellis took
great interest in aviation,
developments in technology,
WWII, photography, travel,
politics and current events.
Ellis and Margaret thrived
on travel and visited all the
continents except Antarctica.
He piloted private aircraft
in travels wi th Margaret
throughout Canada, USA,
Mexico and eastern Australia.
He was a member of the Flying
Farmers and was a founding
director of the Saskatchewan
Rapeseed Growers Association.
Ellis was a Nipawin School
Board Trustee. His memory
will be cherished in the hearts
of his wife, Margaret; children,
Harvey, Kevin, Bradley and
Monica; ten grandchildren. He
is also survived by two siblings,
Joan and Harry. Ellis was
predeceased by his parents,

Connie Geide
1926-2019

After a 7-year long courtship
through mail, Connie married
Earle Robert Geide at St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Evanston,
IN on June 20, 1953 and has
resided in rural Hartford ever
since.
Following their marriage, Connie
taught public school in Colton
for one year. Then, Connie
became a full-time homemaker.

Where I have gone I am
not so small.
My soul is as wide as the
i
world is tall.
I have gone to answer the
call, the call
Of the One who takes
care of us all.
Wherever you look, you
will find me thereIn the heart of a rose,
In the heart of a prayer.
On butterflies’ wings, on
wings of my own,
To you, I’m gone,
But I’m never aloneI am home

Harvey and Edythe.
September/October 2019

Earle and Connie have been
supportive members of the
Flying Farmer Organization
since 1954. Connie was chapter
queen, Woman of the Year and
historian. Their involvement
with the International Flying
Farmer organization gave
them the opportunity to attend
conventions and workshops
across the United States,
Canada, and Mexico. Their
most notable trip was to Costa
Rica with a stop in Guatemala
where they experienced a 7.2
earthquake on February 4,
1976.
Surviving are her husband
of 66 years, Earle; her two
children, Orrin Geide of Hartford,
and Joy Hohn of Hartford; two
grandchildren.
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Chapter Supplies Available
through IFF - New Prices!

Queen’s Tiara
Trophy
WOY Pin
Queen’s Pin
(w/year guard)
Year Guard

$45.00
$55.00
$15.00

________
________
________

$55.00
$30.00

________
________

TOTAL $________
Please add an additional $5 for shipping
Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of supplies ordered -- indicate year for the
trophy and pin under Additional Info”.
Please allow 6 weeks for the trophy,
tiara and pins, and 3-4 weeks for the
WOY pin.

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents: Make note
of the following deadlines for upcoming issues of the International
Flying Farmer magazine.
Issue
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline
Jan. 1
Mar. 1
May 1
July 1
Sept. 1
Nov. 1

Name: ____________________
Address: ___________________
_____________________________
City: ______________________
State/Prov: __________________
Zip/Postal: _________________
Mail check and order form to:
International Flying Farmers
P.O. Box 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

Please remember
to notify the IFF
Office when you
change addresses
for the winter and
again when you
return home
IFF does not accept credit cards

NOTICES
IFF Memorial Scholarship
Fund Donations
All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax purposes
since the IFF Memorial
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution. They
should be sent to:
IFF Past Presidents
c/o Zelda Lewis
21527 Larch Drive
Plainfield, IL 60544-6345

Please inform the IFF
office when a member or former member of your chapter
passes away

NAME ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
CHILD ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
CHILD ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________
EMAIL _______________________________________________________________
OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________
AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
Year
Make
Model
N-number

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year
Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers
Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________
Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation,
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America. While
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers. Direct
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is: To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore
and emphasize the importance of flying and the
use of the airplane in agricultural production,
including the breeding, raising and feeding of
livestock; and to engage in research and extension
service, including publishing magazines or other
periodicals to disseminate among its members
information pertaining to the purposes of the
organization.

