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2020 Calendar of Events

April 2020
24-26 – Mid-Atlantic Convention - Doylestown, PA

24-26– Manitoba Convention - Souris Hotel, 105 First Street South, Souris, MB  
Phone:  204-483-3373

June 2020
12 – IFF Woman of the Year Day, Hilltop Inn, 928 NW Olesen St, Pullman, WA  
99163, Phone:  509-332-0928

July 2020
21-24 – IFF Convention - Mitchell, SD

If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME 
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH PHONE 
NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to the IFF 
Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL  61854

IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use.  Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families.  No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.
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Official Reports

President’s Report
By Harry Bartel

Kansas Flying Farmer

In the past few months I have 
been privileged to travel quite 
a bit.  This has allowed me to 
visit several of our members.  
We got to attend the Region 
3 Convention in Bourbonnais, 
Illinois.  In my previous travels 
through this area, I was never 
privileged enough to stop and 
see any of the sights there. I 
was always on a tight schedule 
and had to keep going.  This 
time it was to see some of 
the crops grown there that 
we don’t see at home.  The 
museum tour gave us a view of 
items not used in our area, as 
well as some not seen at home 
for quite a few years - older 
hay handling tools that I hadn’t 
seen since I was a small child.

I also had the chance to travel 
to Nashville to get a car for 
a local car dealer.  The car 
was sold to a local lady here 
in Hugoton, and I hope she 
will enjoy this car as much 
as I did bringing it home for 
her.  While in Nashville, I 
took the opportunity to visit 
with John Jenkinson, son of 
Jack Jenkinson.  He is the 
Farm Broadcaster for RFD-

TV, and I got a tour of this 
facility.  They have some very 
interesting things happening 
there, by some very interesting 
individuals.  I think John is very 
privileged to have a working 
environment such as this.

One week was spent in 
Northeast Oklahoma, in training 
for the Incident Management 
Team I serve on.  This training 
involved communications 
interoperabi l i ty with our 
surrounding states.  With 
11 states represented there 
and 184 participants, it was 
definitely an education, and 
I was privileged to work with 
a team from Arkansas State 
Police.  Intense training but very 
enjoyable.  Training, which we 
really hope we never need, but 
we all know at some point we 
will be called upon to fulfill jobs 
that will be needed.  Storms 
and fires don’t always stop at 
jurisdictional boundaries, so 
then it becomes our duty to 
make communications work 
across those boundaries, to 
keep everyone happy and be 
able to communicate by radio 
and other means until the 
situation has been remedied.

I have been taking some 
training also involving the 

use of UAS (unmanned aerial 
systems, or more commonly 
called drones) and in the future 
I believe we will be sharing our 
airspace with these assets.  It 
will be interesting to see how 
well they are able to integrate 
into the airspace with full-
scale aircraft.  These UAS’s are 
showing how much information 
can be quickly gathered, and 
useful decisions made from 
the information gathered.  
These are a whole different 
animal than the drones used 
by hobbyists.  They are now 
large enough to carry a nice 
payload of camera equipment, 
with capability to take infrared 
as well as color photos and 
video.  By changing the color 
they are looking for, they can 
even diagnose crop issues from 
the photo, without sending 
personnel into the field.  They 
can even spot treat fields more 
efficiently than either ground 
rigs or spray planes, and more 
cost effective.  These UAS’s 
have GPS equipment onboard 
and smart enough computer 
that if the operator gets side-
tracked, they will come back 
to their starting point when 
the onboard battery begins to 
get low.  They compute how 
long it will take to get back to 
where they started, and they 
can be on the ground before a 
complete power failure.



November/December 2019                   The International Flying Farmer              5

Thank You
Earle Geide and his family would like to thank the Flying Farmers who sent cards for his 
100th Birthday!!!  Earle thinks of you like his family and he truly enjoys getting your cards! 

A special thank you to those Flying Farmers who braved the weather to attend his 
celebration on October 12th.  Despite the rain/snow mix, we had a great turnout (approx. 
175 - 200) of family, friends, neighbors and church family.  Earle shared a couple of close 
call stories from his flying adventures.  Other stories and tributes were shared by those 
in attendance. 

Earle’s actual birthday is November 12th.  Since we thought that we would be busy with 
harvest at that time, we decided to have his celebration a month early.

If you’re close to Sioux Falls and want to stop in for a visit, you’re always welcome.

His address is:
46178 263rd Street
Hartford, SD  57033  

Thanks again!!

The Geide Family

Earle sharing one of his “close call” Stories

Front Row L to R:  Joy Hahn, Earle Geide, Orrin Geide
Back Roe L to R:  Noah, Rod & Camille Hohn

Front Row L to R:  Darlene Higgins, Tressie Sittig, Sharon 
(Sittig) Lubeck
Back Row L to R:  Karen & Gary Hoffman, Conrad Hoffman, 
Ken & Gloria Reed
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Special Feature

A Visit to the Donkers Farm

By Colette Pierce
Manitoba Flying Farmer

One of the many reasons I 
love being a Flying Farmer is 
being able to see new ways to 
farm. After Ontario Convention 
this past September Ken 
and I had a chance to visit 
Donkers Poultry Farm, Inc. 
near Elora, Ontario. John 
and Anne Donkers are both 
Ontario Chapter and IFF 
members. They moved to 
Canada from Holland many 
years ago with an idea to 
strike out on their own. And 
they have done so! They now 
have a very large family who 
are involved in the farm. Son 
Adrian and wife Andrea have 
their own broiler farm and he 
crops all the land the family 
owns and runs the feed mill. 
Daughter Anneke and her 
husband Corey have their 
own broiler farms and they 
have a laying hen operation 
as well. Donkers Poultry Farm 

has 20 poultry barns that are 
fully automated. Everything 
from feeding to watering is 
monitored and managed by 
computer. John can check 
the status of his barns from 
his cell phone. Any problems 
are sent from the computer to 
his phone. Every 7 weeks they 
ship 1 million chickens.  

One of their latest additions is 
building their own feed mill. 
The following is an exerpt 
from information that Anne 
sent to me with details on this 
Feed Mill. “The Feed Mill has 
been in operation since May 
of 2018. The main reason we 
built the mill was to eliminate 
trucking from the elevator to 
the commercial feed mill we 
were using at that time. Wait 
times for unloading corn or 
wheat could be up to 4 hours 
(not good for a busy farmer) 

and we were never sure if 
the quality of the corn and 
wheat in the feed we would 
then pick up was as good as 
the products  we had dropped 
off before. Now we use the 
manure from our chickens 
to fertilize our land, and the 
crops (corn, soybeans and 
wheat) we get off our land 
are then used in producing 
feed for our chickens. The 
capacity of our mill is 50 tons 
of finished feed per hour We 
are fully HACCP certified which 
means we can sell to anyone 
who is interested in finished 
feed. At this point we are 
supplying some feed to other 

The home of Anne & John Donkers

L to R:  Ken Pierce talks to John Donkers 
outside one of the poultry barns

Feed mill
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Special Feature

Samples of the feed that must be kept 
for 2 weeks after shipping chickens

Computer screen showing the system 
that is keeping track of all the feed mill 
systems

producers but are not pushing 
it as we want to make sure 
we can provide them with 
superior feed. Something that 
we hadn’t counted on with 
the feed mill is that our bird 
health has improved a lot. The 
feed mill has only one part 
time employee as it is fully 
computerized and only needs 
someone to fill up ingredients 
when bins run empty. Our son 
Adrian and his wife look after 
buying the other ingredients 
and all the paperwork.”

Soybeans are sold, and the 
mash is bought back for a 
protein supplement.  They 
built and maintain their 

own grass strip CDF5, Elora 
Ontario, 2575 ft. to fly their 
Cirrus and their 182 from.

Thank You
Thank you for the card that was signed by everyone at 
the IFF Convention.  I appreciated it very much.  I am 
doing pretty well and am practicing with my new leg.

Lucille Zettlemoyer

PQUADS

We had a very good turnout for our convention in Wichita 
in July with 21 PQUADS attending.  At dinner time we 
met on the mezzanine to enjoy our meal together.  Since 
the room was full of diners, we adjourned to a private 
room for visiting.  I read a letter from Joyce Rust, our 
treasurer, giving a report on our finances.  Joyce also 
resigned her position as treasurer.  After discussions, and 
asking if anyone present would like the job, Sally Apple 
volunteered to take the position as treasurer.  Thanks, 
Sally, for stepping up.  It was decided to use the magazine 
from now on as a way to send invitations to our annual 
meeting at the IFF Conventions.  Our next gathering 
will be in Mitchell, SD, July of 2020.  Hope you all stay 
healthy, wealthy and wise.  Sending you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

                         Marilyn Bartel, PQUADS Liaison
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Conventions

Ontario Convention 
Alliston, Ontario

By Mary Hawthorne
Ontario Flying Farmer

On Friday, September 13, 
the Ontario Flying Farmers 
gathered at the Nottawasaga 
Resort to begin their annual 
convent ion .  Our  gues t 
speaker, Judy Suke, provided 
us with an entertaining talk 
about letting laughter lighten 
the load. She told us that it 

is always important to have 
a sense of humour.  We have 
to remember to stick up for 
ourselves; remember you 
have limitations and learn 
just to say no.  We have to 
learn to live in the present for 
yesterday is gone; whatever 
has happened, happened. 
If we did something silly, 
learn from it; if it was hurtful, 
learn to forgive others.  We 
have to learn to control our 
negative thoughts for if 

you are constantly negative 
you will always experience 
negative things. 

Happy people have learned 
to accept life with its trials 
and tribulations and treat 
everything as an adventure.  
Control stress to the best 
of your abil ity. Don’t be 
predictable; because if you 
were always being normal 
people don’t feel any pressure 
to pay attention. We often 
need pressure so that we rise 
to the challenge. Learn to give 
people a break; if you want 
everybody to do things the 
right way which probably is 
your way they are not going to 
learn. Maybe there is another 
way of doing things rather 
than just your way. If you 
notice someone struggling, 
you can state “You’re having 
a bad day. What can I do to 
make it better?”

Sometimes people are afraid 
that if they look like they’re 
having a good time, others 
won’t take them seriously. She 
challenged us to put some fun 
back into our world. Loretta La 
Roche said, “Your inner child 

is miserable, because your 
outer adult isn’t having any 
fun.” Plan to have fun.

Judy’s daily affirmation is 
“Live, let live, love and laugh 
a lot.” Judy was certainly an 
interesting speaker who has 
done a lot in her life. Thanks to 
Karen and Jamie for arranging 
such an inspirational speaker.

After a delicious breakfast, 
on Saturday morning Jamie 
McCague introduced his 
wife, Karen, who is an RN 
with a number of years 
experience. The scheduled 
speaker was unable to attend 
so Karen gave us the outline 
of compression stockings. 
These stockings give a gentle 
squeeze to the muscles of the 
legs. These stockings assist 
in keeping the blood flowing 
back to the heart to prevent 
clots in the deep veins of the 
legs. Thrombosis can happen 
when people sit for a long 
time particularly on long-haul 
flights. Since we are flyers 
it was a most appropriate 
time to discuss this topic. 
Compression stockings come 
in different lengths and sizes. 
It is best to never ignore 

Judy Suke
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Conventionspainful legs. When on a long 
flight, drink lots of water. It 
is also a good idea to carry 
regular aspirins in your travel 
case just in case you have an 
issue. Thanks to Karen for 
presenting these facts. 

Following Karen’s message, 
Mike Gray opened the Ontario 
Annual Convention with the 
singing of “O Canada” and 
“The Flying Farmer Song” 
led by Colette Pierce from 
Manitoba. After the usual 
business meeting the new 
executive was introduced and 
installed by Collette.

Once the business meeting 
was completed, we loaded up 
the cars and headed out to 
Jamie and Karen McCague’s 
home to watch a large tree 
planting.

Since there had been rain the 
previous evening the truck 
had some difficulty getting 

back up the slope once the 
tree was loaded for transport. 
           
It was decided to have lunch. 
The delicious lunch, which 
had been prepared by Karen 
and some of her friends, was 
enjoyed in their spacious 
home. After the sun had 
shone and the wind had 
blown, the truck was able to 
climb the hill. We were now 
able to watch the lovely, big 

 L to R:  Collette Pierce, Ron Lewis, John Black, Kim Murphy, Burt Hodgins, Jim Farrell, Maria Hodgins, Jane Farrell, Jamie 
McCague. Hortense Verburg and Mike & Gale Gray. 

Preparing the site

Tree ready for placement

Tree in its new home
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Conventionstree being planted in its new 
home. Careful watering will be 
needed to help the tree adjust 
to its new location.
              
Next, we headed to Beattie’s 
Distillery where they process 
potatoes to produce vodka 
and some gin. In 2018 their 
vodka was proclaimed the 
world’s best vodka. Making 
vodka is quite an interesting 
process as they have to cook 
the potatoes for several hours 
before the yeast is added. The 
mash, being slowly stirred, 
remains several days in this 
area. 

The liquid from this mash is 
distilled twice to complete 
the process. They also add 
other flavours to the vodka 
making for some interesting 
tastes. The potatoes they 
use are not suitable for table 
use or chipping, so vodka 
gives them another way to 
use potatoes.  Of course, 

we had the opportunity to 
sample the finished product 
before heading to another 
Beatties to tour a new potato 
storage shed. Much thought 
and mechanization go into 
potato storage now. Air has 
to flow through the stored 
product so much power is 
required to accomplish this. 
Conveyors and sorting units 
were set up outside ready to 
begin the harvest.

After a delicious banquet 
on Saturday evening, Jamie 
McCague introduced Steven 
Dengler and his son. In 2017, 
flying a Bell 427 Canadian 
made helicopter, Steven and 
his father were the first ever 
father and son helicopter 
pilots to circumnavigate the 
world. Dugal MacDuff, a 
test pilot for the Bell 429, a 
world-renowned helicopter 
professional with over 12,000 
hours of flight experience was 
part of the team. Leaving 
on Ju ly  1 to  ce lebrate 
Canada’s 150th anniversary 
they visited all the Canadian 
provinces and territories as 
well as landmarks celebrating 
remarkable achievements 
and events from Canada’s 
history. They were joined by 
various notable Canadians; 
Guy Lafleur, Dr Dave Williams, 
HCol Gerald Haddon, (the 
grandson of The Honourable 
J. A. D. McCurdy, Canada’s first 
pilot and the man who made 

The still at Beatties

the first flight in the British 
Empire in February 1909). 
The trip started in Ontario, 
then into Quebec, down into 
the Atlantic provinces, before 
flying up the coast of Labrador, 
onward into Greenland, across 
to Iceland and then down 
into the British Isles. After 
that they headed across into 
Europe. In Warsaw they were 
joined by a Russian air traffic 
controller who acted as their 
navigator and communicator 
as they traversed Russia. 

Steven spoke about the 
wonderful scenery that they 
had seen and provided us 
with a fantastic show of his 
pictures. Also travelling along 
with them was Wawa, the 
Canada Goose, who returned 
home with a very long ribbon 
decorated with souvenir pins 
from around the world.

Much  p repa ra t i on  was 
required to be ready for 
the trip. The supplies, fuel, 
maintenance requirements, 
accommodations, the various 
requirements for entering 
other air space were just a 
few of the logistics to consider. 
Some of the highlights on 
route were flying over the 
Confederation Bridge joining 
PEI to the mainland of Canada 
- the longest bridge in the 
world over ice covered water;  
Signal Hill, Nova Scotia, where 
Marconi‘s first transatlantic 
signal was received; Cornwall,  
England where the signal was 
sent from in 1901;  Baddeck, 
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ConventionsNova Scotia, where the first 
powered flight in Canada 
occurred in 1909; on Baffin 
Island, they visited the “Grand 
Canyon of the Arctic” with 
its spectacular scenery; in 
France visiting the Vimy 
Ridge Memorial marking the 
hundredth anniversary of the 
battle. Heading onward, they 
crossed Russia, then into 
Alaska, Yukon, Northwest 
Territories, crossing the 
Canadian provinces to return 
to Ontario. With 92 stops 
in 14 countries, travelling 
22,963 miles over 30 flying 
days, (48 days for the trip) 
the tr ip was completed 
raising funds to support 
True Patriot Love Foundation 
which ass ists  Canadian 
veterans and families, and 
Southlake Regional Health 
Centre Foundation. What an 
interesting and informative 
speaker!

Steven Dengler, his son 
and Wawa, the goose.
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Conventions

Region III Convention 
Bourbonnais, Illinois

By Florence Lutes
Indiana Flying Farmer

A great time was had by all 
who attended the Region 
3 Convention planned by 
Zelda Lewis and Deb Cobb 
on September 17 and 18 in 
Eastern Kankakee County. 
The Holiday Inn Express in 
Bourbonnais was our home 
for the event.   We were 
honored to have IFF President 
Harry Bartel and Marilyn, 
Region 6 Director Dale Bohrer 
and Past Duchess Rhonda and 
our Region 3 Director Gary 
Wilcox and Emily attend our 
convention.  Other Region 
3 members attended from 
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and 
Michigan.   Indiana will host 
the convention next year.

Tuesday afternoon we toured 
the Earl D. Schoeffner Farm 
Museum in Momence which 
was established in 2017 to 
celebrate the legacy of Mr. 
Schoeffner, a farmer and 
innovator from the area.  
Co-curators Darlene Agner 
and Ron Selle, who were 
both teachers, hosted our 
group and treated us with 
fresh fruit, drinks, etc.  The 
museum tells the story of 
more than 100 years of 
farming in the Midwest and 

Kankakee County, through the 
eyes of one Momence farmer.  
Schoeffner, who donated his 
estate money for the purpose 
of building this museum, 
was not only a farmer, but a 
craftsman, master carpenter, 
Momence Township trustee, 
innovator and early advocate 
of no-til l farming, which 

prevents soil erosion. His 
farm, about 4 miles southeast 
of Momence, at its largest was 
1,200 acres. He died in 2008 
at the age of 73 years young.  
The museum features farm 
equipment dating back to the 
1850s, and a life-size model 
’40s home in the center of the 
museum, complete with an 
orange juice press, canning 
bottles, a pie safe, dry sink, old 
butter churn, laundry washer 
and rinse tubs. Along with 
a wagon, they found at his 
farm with different periods of 

Poster from the 2017 opening 
of the Shoeffner Farm Museum

Bob Sharkey talks about the effect of 
the Grand Kankakee Marsh A “Flying Farmer” banner was added 

to a plane in the diorama exhibit 
especially for our visit

Barbara & Don Leis look at one of the 
exhibits in the farm museum
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Conventionsfarmsteads along with vintage 
miniature equipment, and 
old barn wood and signage 
from Schoeffner’s farm, just 
to name a few of the items 
displayed.  The tour ended 
by Mr. Selle playing music for 
group singing of songs we 
all remembered well!!  They 
took us down memory lane 
with Sentimental Journey, 
Chattanooga Choo Choo, As 
Time Goes By, Swingin’ on a 
Star, Ain’t Misbehavin’, I’ll Be 
Seeing You, Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy and Don’t Sit Under 
the Apple Tree (with Anyone 
Else but Me). 

Back at the hotel, we had a 
catered chicken dinner. The 
entertainment was by ‘Dan & 
Carl’ who  played an electric 
guitar and keyboard. They 
sang several of the old songs 
we all grew up with, such as 
The Tennessee Waltz, You’re 
Cheating Heart, Irish Eyes, 

Blue Moon, and Roll out the 
Barrel.  

Our business meeting was 
held Wednesday morning.   
Zelda gave the memorial 
service and lit 3 candles in 
memory of Anita Meyer, IL 
and Kenneth Palmer and 
Giles Ronnebaum, Jr. both 
from Ohio.  All the visiting 
dignitaries were introduced 
and the information on 
the 2020 IFF Convention 
in Mitchell, SD was given 
prior to the individual chapter 
meetings.  The same officers 
were retained in the Illinois, 
Michigan and Ohio Chapters.  
The new Indiana Officers are 
Nevoy Culp, President, and 
Wendell Rust Secretary.  All the 
officers present were installed 
by IFF President Harry Bartel. 
At the close of our meeting 
Don Leis announced that 
Flying Farmer Don Apple had 
a plane accident as he was 
landing at the Ohio Farm 
Science Review airport. 

We were honored to have 
Illinois Vice-President Doug 
Lewis speak to us about his 
responsibilities with the FAA 
and two air shows he worked 
this past summer.  They were 
the Chicago Air Show and the 
Milwaukee Air Show.   The 
Chicago Air and Water Show 
is the largest FREE show of its 
kind in the US.  It has been 
held every year since 1959 

Ron Selle accompanies and leads a 
1940’s sing-a-long

and is Chicago’s second most 
popular public festival.  The 
show can be viewed along 
the lakefront starting from 
Fullerton to Oak Street.  The 
North Avenue Beach is the 
most popular spot, where 
there is grandstand seating.  
The Milwaukee Air & Water 
Show was held July 27 and 
28 with the US Air Force 
Thunderbirds performing 
along with other planes.  Doug 
showed slides and diagrams 
of the FAA’s procedures.  He 
works with the ‘Air Boss’ of 
each show.  During lunch 
the members were able to 
ask questions and visit with 
Doug.  It was great to have 
our new IFF Man of the Year, 
Jeff Thompson join us mid-
morning. 

Fol lowing lunch, Russel 
Higgins from the U of I 
Extension spoke to the group 
on the “Challenges of Farming 
in 2019”. In the Route 80 
Corridor, approximately 50% 
of the land was not planted as 
the 1st of June.  In 2018 they 
averaged 210 bushel per acre. 
He’s guessing it will be closer 
to 170 bushel this year.  There 

Dan and Carl entertained the group

Doug Lewis talked about the FAA’s 
involvement in air shows
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L to R:  Pat Amdor & Zelda Lewis “twin-
ning” in “Doc” souvenir shirts from the 
IFF Convention in Wichita

L to R:  Marilyn Bartel, Barbara Leis & 
Harry Bartel visit in the hotel lobby

were problems with insects, 
etc because it was too wet to 
spray. Kankakee was the first 
county for Home Extension 
in the state of Illinois.  The 
first 4-H club was started in 
1915.  He told about the Van 
Duren Farm consisting of 
3000 acres of herbs, which 
are vacuumed packed and 
shipped throughout the world.  

Our dinner was at Tucci’s 
Italian restaurant and then 
back to the meeting room 
for dessert, more visiting and 
goodbyes.

Illinois Officers L to R:  Pat Amdor, Newsletter Editor; Norman Clapper, Secre-
tary/Treasurer; Doug Lewis, Vice President; Zelda Lewis, President; Harry Bartel, 
installing officer

Indiana Officers L to R:  Joyce Rust, Newsletter Editor; Wendell Rust, Secretary; 
Florence Lutes, Treasurer; Nevoy Culp, President; Harry Bartel, installing officer

Michigan Officers L to R:  Emily Wilcox, Newsletter Editor; Don Rentschler, Vice 
President; Gary Wilcox, President; Harry Bartel, installing officer

;
Ohio Officers L to R:  Sharon Johanns, Secretary/Treasurer; Colette Brown, Vice 
President; Don Leis, President; Harry Bartel, installing officer
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Midwest Flying Farmers Visit Farm Museum

Special Feature

The following article appeared 
in the Momence Progress-
Reporter on September 25, 
2019 and is reprinted with their 
permission.

A group of 35 members of 
the Midwest Flying Farmers 
organizat ion vis i ted the 
Schoeffner Farm Museum on 
Tuesday, September 17th.  
The group was formed in 
the 1940’s and is comprised 
of farmers, from Illinois and 
surrounding states, who use 
planes to help with their 
farming operations.  The visit 
included a brief history of 
Momence, given by curator 
Darlene Agner; a short video 
of the Grand Kankakee Marsh 
and its effect on surrounding 
communities, presented by 

Submitted by Zelda Lewis
Illinois Flying Farmer

Bob Sharkey; and a talk by 
author Kevin McNulty about 
the military career of local 
legend and World War I hero, 

Patrick O’Brien.  Following 
refreshments, a 1940’s sing-a-
long led by curator Ron Selle 
concluded the event-filled day
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Saskatchewan Convention 
Watrous, Saskatchewan

Conventions

By Sylvia Dion
Saskatchewan Flying Farmer

The Manitou Springs Hotel & 
Mineral SPA at Watrous, SK, 
welcomed SFF enthusiasts 
again this year. The weather 
was perfectly fine for air 
and road travel on Friday. 
As SFF members trickled 
in for registration, some 
intrigued non SFF pilots came 
to chat. They happened to 
be at the same hotel for a 
school gathering. Clément 
and Carl Gillis made them feel 
welcome.  Before heading to 
their personal function, one 
requested SFF information 
immediately. Another of 
these gentlemen and his wife 
attended the Saturday night 
banquet and amazing Grand 
Ole Opry show and dance at 
Danceland Saturday evening. 
As coincidence would have it, 
our son and their son have 
flown together. History simply 
repeating itself through the 
younger generation to assure 
the survival of flying farmers!
      
      
The weekend was wonderful 
once  aga in  to  i nc lude 
heartwarming camaraderie, 
good food, business meetings, 
reports and an amazing visit to 

the impressive new Watrous-
Manitou Beach Heritage Centre 
which features documents, 
pictures, buildings built to 
scale, all arrayed in a variety of 
appealing ways. The gift shop 
once again featured a variety 
of eye-catching purchases 
including trendy ladies’ wear 
and yes, pouches of healing 
salt. You need to experience 
the soothing waters of the 
mineral spa but once in order 
to want to take advantage of 
any spare moments to enjoy 
those mineral waters. 

Ron and Brenda Rogalsky 
received a quilt during the 
convention.  This quilt was 
stitched by a former SFF 
member, Bonnie Dixon and 
raffled as a fundraiser for the 
1976 IFF Convention held in 
Saskatoon, SK. Represented 
on the quilt are the executive 
members, directors and past 
directors at that time. Joyce 
Bumphrey was the lucky 
winner. When Joyce and 
her husband Earl moved to 
assisted living, Joyce gave the 
quilt to Joan Gillis who was SFF 
treasurer when the quilt was 
made. At the SFF convention 
in 2019 held in Watrous, SK, 
Joan presented the quilt to 
Ron and Brenda Rogalsky 
as a token of remembrance. 
Ron’s father, Adam, was SFF 
president at the time and Ron 
celebrates 50 years this year 
as a member of SFF and IFF. 
Congratulations, Ron!

 
On a closing encouraging 
note: SFF has gained three 
new couples. 

CBC radio transmitter for CBK 540 AM 
hand made replica.  A plow wind in 1976 
toppled the 560’ tower in a mangle of 
steel.  One of the many amazing ex-
hibits at the Watrous-Manitou Beach 
Heritage Center
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The quilt that was raffled as a fundraiser at the 1976 IFF Convention in Saska-
toon, SK held by Ron & Brenda Rogalsky

Saskatchewan Executive L to R:  Colette Pierce, installing officer; Ron Rogalsky, SFF Past President; Sylvia Dion, 
Newsletter Editor; Brenda Rogalsky; Hostess; Marilyn Hoegl, Secretary; Bev Nash, Treasurer; Gerry Swanson, Direc-
tor; Bernie Nash, Vice President; Clément Dion, Director; Louis Sparks, Director; absent-Dwight Monteyne, President
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May God’s peace and blessings
Be in your hearts and in your homes
For the most special Christmas ever!

Clément & Sylvia Dion

May the Christmas season 
fill your home with joy, 
your heart with love and 
your life with laughter. 

Merry Christmas! 

IFF Presudent Harry
& Marilyn Bartel

Although the miles are many 
and our meetings may be few. 
This card is sent to tell you 
that we miss you all year through. 
Our thoughts are always with you 
and this greeting is so true. 
So have a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year too.

 Diana & Monte Billheimer
 IFF Vice President 
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 As we celebrate Christ’s holy birth, 
 May we be guided by His Word, 
 Filled with His hope,
 And surrounded by His love.

Colene Sager,  IFF Woman of the Year
Art Sager,President Washington Flying Farmers

May the true meaning of Christmas 
bring you love, joy, peace, and   
happiness that continues throughout   
the New Year. 

                Gary & Emily Wilcox
                Region III Director

     Merry Christmas

MAY THE BLESSINGS OF THE SEASON
BE YOURS FOR THE COMING YEAR.

REGION 4 DIRECTOR
DAVID & MARY HAWTHORNE

Through IFF we have made 
so many wonderful friends.  
Here’s wishing you bundles 
of joy, love and peace this 
Christmas.
Happy New Year too!

IFF MOY Jeff & Marcia 
Thompson



20            The International Flying Farmer              November/December 2019    

Merry Christmas 
from the Lewis Family

Zelda, Doug, Emily & Ada

Wishing You
All the Joy and Wonder
Of the First Christmas

Dale and Rhonda 
Bohrer

Have a Happy 
Holy Christmas 

Season

Audrey Ledgerwood
Region 9 Director

May your Christmas 
sparkle with moments 
of love, laughter and 

goodwill , And may the 
year ahead be full of 
contentment and joy.

Have a Merry Christmas.

Pat Amdor
IFF Office Manager
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Answers on page 26
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2020 IFF Convention 
Mitchell, South Dakota

ATTENTION DATE CHANGE
2020 IFF CONVENTION DATES:  JULY 21-24, 2020

I decided to shorten the convention by one day.  We will still have lots of time for visiting and 
seeing the sights of Mitchell, South Dakota. 
 
Our residence for the convention will be the Mitchell Highland Conference Center.  The Hampton 
Inn will be on the north side of the Conference Center and the Comfort Inn & Suites will be 
on the south side.  The entire conference center is connected via an indoor walkway.  Both 
properties have complimentary hot breakfast, pillow top beds, free wireless internet, business 
center, fitness center, whirlpool and family suites.  The Comfort Inn has an inside Waterpark 
for the young ones, or young at heart.  Both Inns have elevators to the rooms, so just choose 
which ever one you want.
  
The room rates will be $138.00 per night, and if I understand right, whether you are a Hilton 
Honors member or a Wyndam rewards member, you can use your rewards or earn the rewards 
on your stay at that particular Inn.  The DEADLINE for ROOM RESERVATIONS IS JULY 5, 
2020.  If you do not have your reservation made by then, all excess rooms will be released.  
The phone number for the Hampton Inn is, 1-605-995-1575 is the direct number.  You can 
also call 1-866-252-2900.  The direct number for the Comfort Inn is, 1-605-990-2400.  You 
can also call 1-877-424-6423.  Please identify yourself as being with the International Flying 
Farmer Convention Group.

There will be a hospitality room in the Comfort Inn, with goodies or room for visiting.  This is 
the only room we are able to bring food into, as the conference center does not allow food 
brought into except by their own caterer.  All our meals will be catered into the conference 
center. 

There are several restaurants and lounges within walking distance, as well as shopping within 
a short driving distance from the Conference Center.

If anyone has any questions, please don’t hesitate to call or email Diana Billheimer.  I’ll do 
my best to answer your questions.  
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“Silent Night” was first sung as part of a church service in Austria. A guitar was used because 
the church organ was so badly rusted it couldn’t be played.
—–
In Germany and some other western European countries, St. Nicholas, or Nikolaus comes on 
the night from the 5th to the 6th of December, where children have their boots all shined and 
clean in front of a door or window. He will leave toys, nuts oranges, apples and chocolate for 
the good children. The bad child gets a branch to be used by the parents to punish the child.
—–
In North America, children put stockings out at Christmas time. Their Dutch counterparts use 
shoes.
—–
The poinsettia, a traditional Christmas flower, originally grew in Mexico, where it is also known 
as the ‘Flower of the Holy Night’. Joel Poinsett first brought it to America in 1829.
—–
When visiting Finland, Santa leaves his sleigh behind and rides on a goat named Ukko. Finnish 
folklore has it that Ukko is made of straw but is strong enough to carry Santa Claus anyway.
—–
When distributing gifts in Holland, St. Nicholas is accompanied his servant, Black , who is 
responsible for actually dropping the presents down their recipients’ chimneys. He also punishes 
bad children by putting them in a bag and carrying them away to Spain.
—–
The day after Christmas, December 26, is known as Boxing Day. It is also the holy day of St. 
Stephen.
—–
In Syria, Christmas gifts are distributed by one of the Wise Men’s camels. The gift-giving camel 
is said to have been the smallest one in the Wise Men’s caravan.
—–
One town in Indiana is called Santa Claus. There is also a Santa, Idaho.
—–
The popular Christmas song “Jingle Bells” was actually written for Thanksgiving. The song 
was composed in 1857 by James Pierpont and was originally called “One Horse Open Sleigh”.
—–
There are 364 gifts mentioned in “The Twelve Days of Christmas”.
—–
The Puritans forbade the singing of Christmas carols.
—–
George Frederick Handel’s great Christmas oratorio, “The Messiah”, was first performed in 
1742, in Dublin.
—–
America’s official national Christmas tree is located in King’s Canyon National Park in California. 
The tree, a giant sequoia called the “General Grant Tree”, is over 90 meters (300 feet) high, 
and was made the official Christmas tree in 1925.
The first Christmas was celebrated on December 25, AD 336 in Rome.

Christmas Trivia
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—–
Artificial Christmas trees have outsold real ones since 1991.
—–
St. Nicholas was bishop of the Turkish town of Myra in the early 4th century. The Dutch first 
made him into a Christmas gift-giver, and Dutch settlers brought him to America where his 
name eventually became the familiar Santa Claus.
—–
In Armenia, the traditional Christmas Eve meal consists of fried fish, lettuce and spinach.
—–
Christmas has different meanings around the world; Christmas Eve in Japan is a good day to 
eat fried chicken and strawberry shortcake.
—–
Alabama was the first state to recognize Christmas as an official holiday, and the tradition 
began in 1836.
—–
Many of the traditions associated with Christmas (giving gifts, lighting a Yule log, singing 
carols, decorating an evergreen) date back to older religions.
—–
In 1647, the English Parliament passed a law that made Christmas illegal. The Puritan leader 
Oliver Cromwell, who considered feasting and revelry on what was supposed to be a holy 
day to be immoral, banned the Christmas festivities. The ban was lifted only when Cromwell 
lost power in 1660.
—–
Michigan has no official state song, but one, ‘Michigan, My Michigan,’ is frequently used. The 
words were written in 1863, and the melody used is that of the Christmas song “O Tannenbaum”.
—–
Franklin Pierce was the first president to decorate an official White House Christmas tree.
—–
Christmas Crackers were invented around 1846 by Tom Smith who developed them for 
Christmas from the French habit of wrapping sugared almonds in twists of paper as gifts.
—–
J.S. Bach inscribed most of his musical scores with the note ‘In dem Namen Jesus’, or in 
English ‘In the name of Jesus’.
—–
The Canadian province of Nova Scotia leads the world in exporting lobster, wild blueberries, 
and Christmas trees.
—–
Roast turkey did not appear consistently on royal Christmas Day menus until 1851 when it 
replaced roast swan. The medieval dish of Boar’s head remained popular with Royals for much 
longer.
—–
Electric Christmas lights were first used in 1854.
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By  Ken Pierce
Manitoba Flying Farmer

Today, October 21, has been 
the first 2 1/2 days of sun 
we’ve had in the last month 
and a half. Two weeks ago, a 
lot of Manitoba was inundated 
with 30 inches of wet snow 
which caused massive power 
outages caused by over 1000 
wooden poles collapsing in 
the area of Portage La Prairie, 
but also a lot of the big metal 
towers failed as well. A week 
and a half later there were still 
some 65,000 people waiting 
for the power to come back 
on. Luckily, we were spared 
most of that as in our corner of 
Manitoba we only had about 3 
inches of snow and it was gone 
the next day or day and a half. 
The cattle are still doing well 
on the abundant grass but all 
of them will have to go home 
by the end of October so we 
can get ready for the New 
Zealand trip.

It has been a very trying fall for 
cash croppers, not only in our 
area but all the way south to 
the northern states from what 
I’m hearing . As we always say 
in farming “next year”!

Speaking of the New Zealand 
trip, I think it should be a good 

one with 29 people on the tour 
and everyone is really looking 
forward to it.

All this inclement weather 
has really put a damper on 
the flying. In the last couple 
of months even our Shoal 
Lake fly-in breakfast ended 
up with no planes flying in as 
there were low ceilings in the 
rain and strong winds. Even I 
decided not to fly as we would 
have had to leave in the dark 
and I had no idea where the 
cloud layer actually was. It 
turned out it was less than 
100 feet AGL. Oh well another 
case of the old saying ”better 
to be on the ground wishing 
you were flying than flying 
and wishing you were on the 
ground”!  Even though there 
was lots of food left over we 
still managed to sell 80 some 
breakfasts.

We were also intending 
on participating in the first 
Manitoba air rallies. It ended 
up having to be cancelled after 
postponing two weekends for 
weather, they decided to just 
shut it down and wait till next 
year.

We have noted with sadness 
the passing of some of our 
flying farmer friends and 
Marilyn has been keeping us 
up to date on others who are 
not doing well, and we wish 
them all well.

I would encourage anyone 
who can to go to the IFF 
website and check out the 
promotional video for the 
convention in South Dakota 
next July. You will see that 
Diana and Monte have a good 
convention set up. The Tours 
Committee has been planning 
a post tour. Ellen Valburg is 
working on a couple of days 
tour at points of interest in 
South Dakota for anyone 
driving.   After that anyone 
with their own planes who 
would like to join us, we intend 
on taking in another few sites, 
another three days possibly. I 
think it will be a good addition 
to Diana’s convention so if 
you are thinking of flying your 
plane and would be interested 
in a couple of more days of 
easy flying drop me a line and 
I would be happy to talk about 
this.

This weekend we are planning 
on attending the Saskatchewan 
Flying Farmers Convention in 
Watrous, Saskatchewan.  Other 
upcoming events would be the 
Minnkota Christmas party 
on December 13.  Contact 
Gloria Reed ASAP for more 
information.  On November 
2, Manitoba is having their 
Christmas get together at the 
Commonwealth Training Plan 
Museum at Brandon Airport.  
Everyone’s welcome of course.

We hope to see some of you 
along the way and as always 
if there’s anything you would 
like added into the column I 
can always be reached at — 
pierceken@icloud.com

‘Round the Regions
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‘Round the Regions

By Dale Bohrer
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

Rhonda and I attended Region 
3 Convention in Bourbonnais, 
Illinois.  We enjoyed the tour 
of the Earl D. Schoeffner Farm 
Museum in Momence.  The 
diorama reviewing the 1920’s 
to 1930’s farm was enjoyed 
by everyone.  The sing-a-long 
following the tour was also 
fun.  As always there were 
interesting and informative 
speakers, like our own Doug 
Lewis, and fun entertainment.  
Of course, the best part was 
visiting Flying Farmer family 
and friends.

Harvest has started here for 
some.  There are more fields 
with crops standing than crops 
out.  We have had two late 
October snow storms, 3” then 
5” one day later. It sounds like 
the whole Midwest is having 
problems with harvest.  Let’s 
all be safe as we continue with 
field work.

By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

By Jack Vandervalk
Alberta Flying Farmer

The Wash ington F ly ing 
Farmers attended a f ly-
in breakfast in Colfax on 
September 28. It was a cold, 
rainy, low ceiling day and only 
a few planes came but many 
people drove to support this 
little airport. Our flying farmer 
member, Barney Buckley, was 
a big part of planning this 
EAA event which is held in his 
hangar, but he was not able to 
attend because of emergency 
eye surgery. The other EAA 
members took over and it was 
a successful event despite the 
weather.

After the breakfast, eighteen 
flying farmers traveled to Art 
and Colene Sager’s home 
where a light lunch was 
served. We welcomed Lyle 
and Joy Gabel, our members 
from Oregon who traveled a 
long way to spend the day 
with us. The annual business 
meeting was held following 
lunch. 

John and Audrey Ledgerwood 
invited us to have coffee and 
visit in their home in Ephrata, 

Washington on October 19. 
There were nine flying farmers 
who attended. We later went 
into town and had lunch 
at a restaurant which was 
obviously a favorite of the 
locals in town. 
 
Following lunch, we held a 
planning business meeting. 
Our future events are a potluck 
lunch at the Richardson home 
in Moses Lake on November 
16 and a Christmas party at 
Clinesmith’s home in Benge 
on December 14.  We will 
also have a part in the FAA 
Safety Seminar by providing 
refreshments during the 
seminar on February 1 in 
Moses Lake. Plans are in 
progress to honor Colene 
Sager, Woman of the Year. 
It will be held in Pullman, 
Washington on June 12-13, 
2020.  

We are just experiencing our 
4th snowstorm this fall. The 
first one dumped 3 feet of 
wet snow. The wind with it 
was the worst. The second 
snow was mostly 8 inches of 
water. The last 2 were cold 
winds with 6 inches of snow. 

Continued on page 28
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Except for today, they all have 
melted. More winter than fall.

The last week of July, Anola, 
Merry and I flew to Medicine 
Hat to attend Ellis Hill’s funeral.

August the 18th Merry and I 
were off to Twin Island Air 
Park. We made a nice slow 
power on landing. I bought 
more fuel than I should have 
because my fuel tank at home 
was empty. When turning final 
at Twin Island I remember 
those tall trees sure looked 
close and I gave a little more 
throttle. On final I said to 
Merry I should go around but 
thought that Twin Island is 
2900 feet and mine is 2500 
and I usually use only half of 
it. Trouble is I forgot about the 
light rain and wet grass. Now 
we are working on getting my 
plane flying again. 

Sep t  20 ,  we  d rove  to 
Fairmount Hot Springs and 
had a good time visiting with 
AFF members in the hot water 
and fall air. Other years we 
usually golf but this year more 
seemed interested to go to the 
car show in Radium. Saturday 
evening 20 of us enjoyed 
a nice meal at the Black 
Forest Restaurant with nice 
musical bell entertainment. 
Fall colors make the trip more 
worthwhile.

O c t o b e r  2 4 t h  W a y n e 

Wilderman, Merry and I drove 
to Manitou Springs for the 
Saskatchewan Flying Farmers 
annual meeting. On the way 
over we saw crops that need 
to be harvested yet. We were 
concerned that this may 
affect attendance. We missed 
Dwight Monteyne because of 
his harvesting. There were 24 
members with 2 new members 
and visitors making 28 to 30 
in attendance. Next year’s 
meeting will be on October 23, 
2020.  Colette Pierce installed 
the new Executive with Ron 
Rogalsky to stay as president, 
Marilyn Hoegl as secretary 
and Beverly Nash to continue 
as treasurer. All the directors 
continued for another year. 
The meeting voted to buy 
Sylvia Dion Microsoft Word 
so it will be easier to do the 
Newsletter. After spending 
time in the hot mineral water, 
we toured the Watrous 
Museum. For the evening 
we went to the Dancehall 
for supper and Grand Old 
Opry entertainment. Sunday 
morning, we all participated 
in a nice Church service lead 
by the Dions.

Continued from page 27 ‘Round the Regions Answers to Christmas 
Trivia Game from page 21

1. 364 gifts
2. Buddy the elf in Elf
3. Hocus Pocus
4. Hansel & Gretel
5. Coca Cola
6. Fruitcake
7. The Bumpuses
8. Teddy Ruxpin
9. Stink, stank, stunk
10. Jingle Bells
11. Hark! The Herald 

Angels Sing
12. Clara
13. Norman Rockwell
14. Rudolph
15. Suzy Snowflake
16. White Christmas
17. Yukon Cornelius
18. Believe
19. Oklahoma
20. Alabama
21. Six
22.  White
23. Donner
24. Italy (Romans)
25. Hermie

In Germany there are many 
di fferent characters for 
Christmas. Nikolaus comes 
on December 5th and on 
December 24th when the 
actual opening of the gifts is 
happening. They have been 
brought either by Knecht 
Ruprecht, Weihnachtsmann, 
or the Christkindl, (Christ 
child) which is an angelic 
child dressed in a white and 
or golden dress much like a 
long nightgown. It has wings 
and has usually a small horse 
or a donkey as a companion.
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James Scott
1924-2019

James A Scott age 95, of 
Pomeroy, WA passed away 
September 4, 2019 at Garfield 
County Hospital.  He was born 
January 12, 1924 in Elma, 
WA. In 1941 he attended 
Washington State University 
(WSU) majoring in music. 
He played at the Cougars 
game with Texas A & M when 
Japan bombed Pearl Harbor 
December 7, 1941. A year later 
Jim enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps and served as an aviation 
cadet.

He married Maxine in 1947 and 
at same time finished college.  
Between 1948 – 1996 he farmed 
and was active in sports, church 
and his community. Maxine died 
in 1996. 

He developed an interest in 
aviation while in the Army Air 
Corps. He was an instrument 
rated pilot. With the Flying 
Farmers  he  and Max ine 
flew several trips to Mexico, 
Guatemala & Honduras. He 
landed on over 50 airports in 
those countries.  Overall, he 
flew and landed at over 210 
airports in North and Central 
America.

In 1998 he married Polly.  He 
and Polly continued to be active 
in flying farmer activities.  Jim 
is survived by his wife Polly, 
children Janice Mathison, Greg 
Scott, Nancy Eastman, Ray 
Watson & Tyler Watson. Several 
grand-children and great grand-
children.  He was preceded in 
death by his wife Maxine and 
son Neil Scott.

Memorial Lorraine Gabel
1939-2019

Lorraine Viola (Troh) Gabel left 
this world on her last great 
adventure on October 2, 2019 
at age 80, in Independence, 
Oregon surrounded by her loving 
family. She was born in Gresham, 
Oregon on March 16, 1939 to 
Henry “Hank” and Viola (Ruth) 
Troh. 

Lorraine grew up on her father’s 
airport where she followed into 
his footsteps and learned to fly 
at a very young age. Flying was 
a major part of her life. 

Through family, Lorraine met 
Lyle Gabel, marring in 1959 and 
soon after moved to Maupin, 
Oregon where they would farm 
wheat, raise cattle and start a 
family.

Lorra ine started teaching 
Elementary school in Tygh 
Valley, Oregon. After raising 
her 2 children, Lorraine decided 
to continue her education at 
University of Oregon, earning 
her Ph.D. in Math and Science 
to become a professor of primary 
education at Lewis and Clark 
College in Portland, Oregon.

Lorraine was a life-long member 
of the Oregon Flying Farmers. 
She has traveled across the 
globe by plane, train, automobile 
and don’t forget boats! 

She is survived by her love of 
30 years, Frank Kummerfeldt, 
her two sons Henry and Doug; 
5 grand children; and 2 great 
granddaughters. 

i 

Don Apple
1940-2019

Donald E. Apple, 79, of Piqua 
died unexpectedly while flying 
his plane at 7:37 am Wednesday, 
September 18, 2019 at the 
Madison County Airport. He was 
born April 19, 1940 in Piqua 
to the late Forrest and Treva 
(Warner) Apple. He married 
Sally K. Copsey June 10, 1961 
in Piqua and she survives.

Other survivors include two 
daughters, Donna Kinsella of 
Newburgh, Indiana, Sandy 
Wilson of Norton Shores, 
Michigan; one son, Dan Apple 
of Dublin; six grandchildren, 
and one sister, Dolores Morris 
of Columbus.

Mr. Apple was a 1958 graduate 
of Piqua Central High School 
and attended Ohio State 
University.  He was a farmer 
for over 60 years and a member 
of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church. He was active with the 
International Flying Farmers, 
Ohio Flying Farmers, Piqua 
Rotary Club, Noon Optimist, 
FFA, and 4-H. Don enjoyed 
flying over our beautiful nation 
and in May of 2018 was honored 
with the Wright Brother’s Master 
Pilot Award.  Don loved to fly 
and enjoyed traveling around 
the country and internationally 
with his beloved wife where 
they have been blessed to visit 
all 50 states, over 60 countries 
and 6 continents. Don was a 
lifelong learner.  Above all, he 
loved his wife, children and 
grandchildren. He did his best 
to know he left this earth better 
than he found it. 



Chapter Supplies Available 
through IFF - New Prices!

  
  WOY Pin $15.00 ________
  Queen’s Pin
     (w/year guard) $55.00 ________
  Year Guard $30.00     ________

  TOTAL   $________
   
  Please add an additional $5 for shipping
  Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of sup-
plies ordered -- indicate year for the 
trophy and pin under “Additional Info”.  
Please allow 6 weeks for the trophy, 
tiara and  pins, and 3-4 weeks for the 
WOY pin.

  Name: ____________________

  Address: ___________________

   
_____________________________

  City: ______________________

  State/Prov: __________________

  Zip/Postal: _________________
  Mail check and order form to:
  International Flying Farmers
  P.O. Box 309
  Mansfield, IL  61854

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents:  Make note 
of the following deadlines for up-
coming issues of the International 
Flying Farmer magazine.
 Issue   Deadline
 January/February Jan. 1
 March/April  Mar. 1
 May/June  May 1
 July/August  July 1
 September/October Sept. 1
 November/December Nov. 1

Please remember 
to notify the IFF 
Office when you 
change addresses 
for the winter and 
again when you 
return home

IFF does not ac-
cept credit cards



NOTICES

IFF Memorial Scholarship 
Fund Donations

All contributions are fully 
deductible for IRS tax purposes 
s i n c e  t h e  I F F M e m o r i a l      
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution.  They 
should be sent to:
   IFF Past Presidents
   c/o Zelda Lewis
   21527 Larch Drive
   Plainfield, IL  60544-6345

 IFF Liability Disclaimer 
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers. 

NAME ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

                  _____________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________

EMAIL _______________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________

AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
  Year  Make  Model  N-number

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________

Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year

Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse 
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to 
International Flying Farmers

 Mail to:
 INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
 P.O. BOX 309
 Mansfield, IL  61854

Please inform the IFF 
office when a mem-
ber or former mem-
ber of your chapter 
passes away



HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of 
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and 
use of airplanes in agriculture.  The organization, 
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial 
chapters throughout North America.  While 
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who 
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of 
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners 
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers.  Direct 
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and 
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is:  To create and 
maintain a compact representative and centralized 
organization with a spirit of cooperation and 
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore 
and emphasize the importance of flying and the 
use of the airplane in agricultural production, 
including the breeding, raising and feeding of 
livestock; and to engage in research and extension 
service, including publishing magazines or other 
periodicals to disseminate among its members 
information pertaining to the purposes of the 
organization.


