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2019 Calendar of Events

August 2019
25-28 – IFF Convention - Drury Plaza Hotel Broadview, 400 West Douglas 
Avenue, Wichita, KS

September 2019
13-15 – Ontario Convention - Nottawasaga Inn Resort, 6015 ON-89, Alliston, 
ON  Phone:  800-669-5501 by July 27 for OFF Convention #163058

17-19 – Region III Convention - Holiday Inn Express, 62 Ken Hayes Drive, 
Bourbonnais, IL  60914  Phone:  815-932-4411 before September 3, 2019

October 2019
25-27 – Saskatchewan Convention - Manitou Springs Mineral Spa, 302 McLachlan 
Ave, Manitou Beach, Watrous, SK Canada - Phone:  1-306-946-2233

If you have an item to be placed on the Calendar of Events, please send the DATE, NAME 
OF EVENT, PLACE WHERE THE EVENT WILL BE HELD, and CONTACT PERSON WITH PHONE 
NUMBER to the magazine email (flyingfarmersmagazine@hotmail.com) or mail to the IFF 
Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL  61854

IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use.  Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families.  No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.
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Official Reports

President’s Report
By Clément Dion

Saskatchewan Flying Farmer

My musings this time around 
are short. It seems that I have 
too many things to do. The 
days are getting longer but 
time seems to pass by, faster 
and faster.

We have had an unusual 
spring with cold weather and 
very little moisture. The crops 
are in and growing but we 
will need rain if they are to 
produce a bountiful crop. With 
this drought situation and 
growing market instability, it 
is making it difficult to forward 
sell the coming crop. Wheat 
prices here have been firming 
up, but fall contracts are not 
showing the aggressiveness 
of this. It could be a difficult 
year ahead. The on-going 

market dispute with China on 
canola imports is driving the 
prices down considerably.

Our attempt to attend the 
Wisconsin Convention was 
cut short because of some 
weird weather over the 
central north eastern USA. We 
turned around in Bemidji, MN 
after unfavourable weather 
reports from Lockheed-Martin 
briefers. Once again, we 
cleared Canadian customs 
at the International Peace 
Gardens. What a wonderful 
place to relax, where you 
sense a feeling of peace 
and belonging to two great 
countries! Thank you, North 
Dakota and Manitoba for 
the care of this remarkable 
property.

The saga of my medical 
qualifications for a class 3 
medical is still on going. The 
public medical sector has 
granted me an MRI in order to 
have a second opinion of the 
perceived blockage of arteries 
in the brain. I will hopefully 
have the closing chapter on 
this dilemma at the Wichita 
Convention.

Summer is fast approaching, 
and we will be very busy just 
keeping up with family and 
IFF outings. 

See you all in Wichita as Harry 
and Marilyn are putting on a 
great event.

The Stearman Don Althen on the Milk River Ridge
Red Cap Lynn & IFF Queen Cheryl 

overlooking the Milk River

Photos from Queen Cheryl
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Queen’s Report
By Cheryl Goyer

Alberta Flying Farmer

Happy July 4th and Canada 
Day to all International Flying 
Farmers. We are blessed to 
live in these two wonderful 
countries.  It is a day to 
celebrate the many freedoms 
and the privileges we enjoy.  
It is a day to be thankful 
for the people who paid the 
ultimate price that we may 
be recipients of all the good 
and wonderful gifts many of 
us take for granted. 

It is hard to believe that 
summer is here.  For those 
of you residing outside of 
Alberta, we greeted the first 
day of summer with 25 cm of 
snow in the mountains. It was 
on the ground on the parkway 
between Banff and Jasper.  
The saying: “wait 5 minutes 
and weather will change” is 
certainly applicable to Alberta.  
Lynn and I drove through 
Banff National Park two days 
later and it was sunny and 
clear.  The temperature was 
not hot but most of the snow 
was gone.  There was still 

snow at the side of the road 
in the Roger’s Pass however.

After a very dry spring we are 
enjoying the much needed 
rain here in central Alberta.  
Northern Alberta was plagued 
with massive forest fires.  
Thankfully most are now 
under control due to the hard 
work of fire fighters and rain.  
South eastern Alberta has 
not been as lucky.  They still 
remain in drought conditions.
 
The Alberta Chapter enjoyed 
a successful Fly-in at Del 
Bonita on June 13. It was 
a perfect weather day for 
working and flying. All the 
work on the border strip 
was accomplished in a very 
short time due to the ‘helping 
hands’ from both sides of the 
border.  There were about 
19 aircraft that flew in as 
well as a number of drive-in 
participants. Don Althen had 
invited the flying school from 
Medicine Hat and as a result, a 
number of student pilots flew 
in.  For the fledgling pilots it 
was a great opportunity to 
practice some take-offs and 
landings on a grass strip.  
Four aircraft arrived from the 
United States.  It was thrilling 
to have an open cockpit 
Stearman fly in.  The food 

was abundant and delicious, 
thanks to all the ladies. 

Lynn and I were treated to a 
tour of the Milk River ridge by 
Don Althen.  What beautiful 
country!   Just east of the 
Althen farm is Writing on 
Stone Provincial Park which is 
sacred ground of the Blackfoot 
Nation.   It contains ancient 
native writings and is one of 
the most interesting historical 
points in Alberta. 

It has been a wonderful 
year as the International 
Flying Farmer Queen.  We 
have met many new friends 
and renewed friendships in 
Western Canada and the U.S.  
I have been treated “royally” 
and I will reminisce over the 
last year with fond and warm 
memories.  Thank you to all 
for your amazing support, 
kind words and deeds.  I am 
looking forward with great 
anticipation to Wichita and 
seeing many of you again.  
It will be a great celebration 
of the Flying Farmers which 
Lynn and I are grateful to be 
a part of it.



6            The International Flying Farmer              July/August 2019    

By Rhonda Bohrer
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

Official Reports

Duchess’s Report

Greetings from Iowa.  My 
have the last two months 
been busy.  I’m sure every 
farmer can relate.  Dale was 
finally able to get the crops in 
the ground.  He finished on 
June 26th, but not without any 
mishaps.  A friend of ours likes 
to help whenever possible and 
was doing so a week ago.  On 
the second to the longest day 
of the year they were working 
a field about a mile away.  
They decided to come in a 
little early and folded up and 
headed home.  It wasn’t dark 
yet and they were happy to 
come in.  Dale just pulled in 
the drive and his phone rang.  
It was our friend saying, “I 
have been hit.”  As you can 
imagine we all panicked.  
We jumped in the van and 
headed up the road.  God 
was watching over everyone 
that night.  No one was hurt 
other than some bumps and 
bruises.  I’m sure we might 
have a picture or two that we 
can share if you ask.  

I think we can count ourselves 
blessed. So many have not 
planted and will not plant.  
No fertilizer got put down 
ahead of planting, but we 
will work around that.  Most 
of the fertilizer is shipped up 
the Mississippi River but with 
all the rain it has been too 
high for the barges to travel.  
I know some that had a semi 
of their own, drove to where 
they could pick it up.  I hope 
we don’t continue to have wet 
springs and falls.  Maybe the 
Lord and Mother Nature can 
get on the same page again.
  
We were able to attend the 
Wisconsin Convention in May.  
I know I had a good time.  
One of the highlights for me 
was seeing the private jets, 
Hawker and Falcon Jets; they 
are operated by SC Aviation 
(part of Swiss Colony).  For a 
nice price you can charter a 
flight anywhere in the world or 
around the world if you want.  
The convention was fun and 
I hope we can attend again. 

In June we made a quick 
trip to Texas to meet our 
granddaughter and for her 
baptism.  We have met doing 
video chats, but it was good 
to see her in person.  Mellila 
and her brother Damon are 
so much fun, but all grandkids 
are fun.  Wish I could see all 
ten of them any day I wanted.
  
It doesn’t seem possible that 
it has almost been a year 
and my reign as Duchess is 
almost over.  As always it has 
gone by too fast.  I have met 
new people at each event I 
attended, and I hope to meet 
many more as we continue to 
be active in Flying Farmers.
  
I look forward to the IFF 
Convention in Wichita, Kansas 
and I hope to see many of you 
there.  There will be plenty of 
things to do and places to see 
so I hope you can join us.
SEE YOU IN WICHITA!
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Farmerette’s Report
By Haley Shore

Kansas Flying Farmer

Hello everyone! It’s July, 
harvest is in full swing, and 
it’s hot! This summer has 
be interesting with plenty of 
working.

Since the last article I had 
written, plenty of things have 
started! I decided this summer 
that I would take online college 
algebra. It’s a little rough but 
it’s not awful.  I’ve learned that 
numbers definitely aren’t my 
strong suit!  It’s going good 
though and I’ve gotten good 
scores on all my quizzes and 
test. 

Another project that was 
thrown at me was a 12-year-
old horse! The kicker of the 
project is she’s about 250 
pounds overweight. She an 
absolute sweetheart who has 
been started on barrels and 
shows. Excited to see where 
I get to take her! 

Along with the horse thing, 
come late August I’ l l be 
running for rodeo queen 
in Ellsworth, Kansas! The 
contest will consist of riding, 
public appearance, knowledge 
test, ticket sales, and speech. 
If I win, I’ll be receiving a 
saddle, buckle, crown, sash, 

tack set, and my traveling for 
guest queen appearances will 
be all paid for! 

International Convention is 
not too far away, and I cannot 
wait to see everyone! Living 
close to Wichita has always 
been fun for me growing up. 
There are so many fun sights 
to see and things to do! I hope 
to see everyone and get the 
opportunity to spend time 
with you all! 

Until next time, I would like 
to say happy 4th of July! Stay 
safe, stay cool, and God bless!

Thank You
Thank you for all the cards, texts, and other messages 
following my knee replacement.  Each one brightened my 
day.  Surgery was successful and I still have many therapy 
appointments.  I have traded a walker for a cane and have 
been cleared to drive again.

Pat Amdor
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Conventions

Wisconsin Flying Farmers Convention 

By Marcia Thompson
Wisconsin Flying Farmer

The Wiscons in F ly ing 
Farmer Convention was 
held on May 20-22 in 
Janesville, Wisconsin. There 
were 16 in attendance from 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa 
and Manitoba.  Phil and 
Carol Peterson put together 
a great convention. 

We  started  with  lunch  at 
the newly remode led 
restaurant and FBO at 
S o u t h e r n  W i s c o n s i n 
Regional Airport, Bessie’s 
Diner, named after Bessie 
Raiche. She worked as a 
dentist, physician, painter, 
and linguist.  But her claim 
to fame came in 1910 
when she was credited 
with being the first woman 
to fly an airplane solo.  She 
did this with no previous 
instruction or experience!  
Following lunch, the airport 
director spoke about the 
airport operations and the 
Scholastic Competition 
where they had over 100 

planes and 250 students 
competing.  The University 
of North Dakota took first 
place.  The tower manager 
also talked about situations 
the controllers face. Then we 
went to SC Aviation, one of 
the Midwest largest charter 
operations.  The company 
has 19 jets, half Hawker 
and half Falcon aircraft. Our 
evening meeting opened with 
a welcome from the Janesville 
Visitors Bureau and the Rock 
County Agricultural Agent told 
us a bit about farming in the 
county. 

On Tuesday we toured Blain’s 
Farm & Fleet  Headquarters.  
The tour  inc luded  the 
wa rehou se  whe re  t h e 
automated system separates 
products into the correct 
trucks to be shipped to the 45 
stores.  We saw their offices 
and then had a professional 
photo of our group in their 
photo  s tud io.  Maureen 
“Cookie” Fletcher joined us 

for the convention.  She was 
WI Queen in 1984. We all 
had a good visit with her. We 
then toured the Wisconsin 
Wagon Company where they 
make the Janesville wooden 
wagons.  The company has 
been in operation since the 
early 1900’s. 

We met at a local restaurant 
for our banquet, then back 
to the Inn for our business 
meeting. A historian spoke 
about WWII drones, a top-
secret program even for years 
after the war. Ann Grahl did our 
“chapel chat” prayer service. 
All the officers will continue in 
their offices.  Rhonda Bohrer 
installed the officers and the 
meeting was adjourned.
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Front Row L to R:  Betty Peterson, Carol Peterson, IFF Duchess Rhonda Bohrer, Ann Grahl, Marcia Thompson.  Middle Row 
L to R:  Phil Peterson, Jim Meyer, Region 5 Director Colette Pierce, Region 6 Director Dale Bohrer, Glenn Kinneberg.  Back 
Row L to R:  Mark Peterson, Ken Pierce, Jeff Thompson, Tommie & George Suess.

Tour of Blain’s Farm & Fleet

Wisconsin President Phil Peterson conducts 
the business meeting
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Conventions

Minnkota Flying Farmers Convention

By Marilyn Arneson
Minnkota Flying Farmer 

The 14th Minnkota Convention 
was kicked off June 9th, 
2019 at the Hampton Inn 
in Alexandria, Minnesota, 
with lovely hors d’oevures 
and entertainment by Mikko 
Cowdery.  Mikko sang a 
number of romantic songs of 
old, some in Italian.  He also 
shared some Irish music and 
was a lot of fun. Of course, 
an ice cream social followed.
 
Monday, we were treated to 
very interesting tours.  The first 
one was the Alexandria area 
High School.  This academy 
was built in 2014-2015 for 73 
million.  It is an exemplary 
institution, offering incredible 
opportunities to students 
of the area.  Members and 

businesses of the community 
contributed greatly also.  
It is housed on 180 acres 
and offers four academies.  

The students can explore 
opportunities each year after 
ninth grade that help them 
determine what career they 
would like to choose.  Business 
professionals from various 
area businesses come in and 
train.  The school has state of 
the art equipment, including 
CNC machines, welders, a 
greenhouse and many other 
opportunities.  The classroom 
structure is not the type we 
are accustomed to.  There are 
four 86-minute classes each 
day.  The classes are not of 
the same subject the next day.  
The performing arts center 
seats more than one thousand 

people.  There are four bands, 
three choral groups and much 
more.  There are advisory 
boards made up from people 
of the community, including 
farmers on the ag board.  
Students sell the flowers 
they raise each Mother’s Day 
weekend.  Fresh vegetables 
raised by the students are 
served in the lunchroom.  
There was so much more than 
I can write in this article.

The next tour was ITW 
Heartland or Spiroid Torque 
Gearing.  Eighty percent of all 

L to R:  Gene Shore, Phil & Carol Pe-
terson listen to representative of the 
school, Claire Anderson

State of the art theater seats 1000

One of several classrooms - this 
one is for music

Touring the food court area

L to R:  Glenn Kinneberg, Marilyn Arne-
son, Mildred Klamar, Darlene Higgins, 
Janet Shore, Jack Jenkinson in a hall-
way between classrooms
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made here is for the military, 
guns, airplanes etc.  Tiny 
items to huge, the precision 
was incredible. For instance, 
one machine could split a 
human hair 30 times.  The 
company was very efficient, 
very well run and a very 
good place to work.  Most 
employees were older and 
had been there for some time.
 
Lunch was at Traveler ’s 
Inn, a delightful downtown 
restaurant with excellent food 
that we all enjoyed.

Following lunch, we visited 
Alexandria Industries (Douglas 
Mfg.), an aluminum extrusion 

L to R:  Glenn Kinneberg, Carol vanRossum, Laurie Klamar, 
Darlene Higgins, Gloria Reed

L to R:  Larry Dahl & Harry Bartel in 
the commons area

L to R:  Diane Dahl & Ellen Valburg 
at the foot of the stairs that lead to a 
second floor

industry.  It too was a very 
impressively run facility, was 
faith based and offers many 
opportunities to its employees. 
The items they make include 
parts for medical, automotive, 
solar, firearm, highway and 
recreation industries.

Dinner was served at Depot 
Express, a lovely restaurant 
near one of the many lakes 
in the area.  There we were 
entertained by the Quad 
Squad, a group from the 
Alexandria Theater.  Their forte 
was interpretive expression 
and they were excellent as 
well as fun and entertaining. 
We returned to the hotel for 
ice cream!!

Tuesday morning our business 
meeting was underway by 9. 
Our slate of officers remains 
the same.  We were served 
a delicious lunch before the 
convention came to an official 
close. I believe everyone 
who came had a delightful 
time.  We were so honored 
to have guests from other 
chapters and well as IFF 
represented by Harry Bartel 
and our own Region 5 director, 
Collette Pierce.  Many thanks 
to Mildred Klamar and Laurie 
Klamar for a very fun and 
successful convention.



12            The International Flying Farmer              July/August 2019    



July/August 2019                   The International Flying Farmer              13

FLYING FARMER NEW ZEALAND TOUR  

November 11 – December 2, 2019 (21 DAYS) 

Open to all Flying Farmers, friends and family.  Meet in Auckland on November 11 then transfer 
by air to the city of Dunedin

Pricing based on Twin Share:    

        15 – 19 passengers CAD $6,000.00 per person
        20 – 24 passengers CAD $5,575.00 per person
        25 - 30 passengers CAD $5,275.00 per person
        Single Supplement CAD + $1900.00 per person  

Package Includes:

•	 Travel Wallet including Itinerary 

•	 Private Luxury Coach throughout New Zealand with English Speaking Driver. Drivers 
Accommodation, Meals & Expenses. 

•	 Twenty-one nights accommodation in 3* and 4* star hotel with breakfast daily 

Contact for more information: 
 
Ward Travel - Sarah Curtis - 204-748-3351    sward1@mymts.net  or 
Ken and Colette Pierce   colettepierce@icloud.com   204-568-4651(home) or 204-851-1160 (cell)
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Greetings PQUADS, 

I hope that you are all well and enjoying the warmer weather.  This year 
for the IFF Convention we will be doing a few things differently.  This will 
be the notice letter, instead of receiving it by mail.  No reservation needs 
to be returned.  We will be having a meal and get together on Monday 
evening at the hotel and there will be no charge.  

I know that everyone is not able to attend for many reasons, but we would 
like to hear from you to keep up with what you have been doing this past 
year.  We all enjoy reading your letters, so if you would like to share with 
us send a note to me.  This is for all past Queens and Duchesses thru the 
2017/18 year.  Hope to see as many of you there as possible.

Have a great summer and God bless.

Marilyn Bartel, PQUAD Liaison
P.O.Box 61
Hugoton, KS 67951
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2019 IFF Convention
Wichita, Kansas

On Tuesday, August 27th we will start Chapter Day with a tour of Kuhn Kraus Manufacturing.

In May of 2011, Kuhn purchased Krause Manufacturing Company, based in Hutchinson, Kansas. In 
1916, Henry Krause built his first one-way disc plow in a small farm shop in Western Kansas. Designed 
to leave more residue on the soil surface to fight wind erosion, Henry Krause’s one-way was the first 
conservation tillage tool! His neighbors saw the plow and were impressed with its value as a special 
tool for their own farming conditions and asked Henry to build more. 

In the early 1920’s Henry Krause’s one-way business had outgrown his Western Kansas location and 
he purchased the Twin Wheel Windmill factory in Hutchinson, Kansas, about 35 miles northwest of 
Wichita. This location and facility enabled Henry Krause to expand his one-way plow business and fill 
the growing needs of America’s farmers. And expand it did. During World War II, Krause was given a 
steel allotment and continued production of one-way plows to help America’s farmers produce more 
efficiently. With a Krause one-way, a farmer could till as many as 100 acres (40.4 ha) per day. 

In the years after World War II, Krause’s business grew by leaps and bounds. In 1946, over 10,000 one-
ways were produced and sold. 1947 saw this number increase to 15,000 plows. It was calculated that 
in 1947 Krause one-ways tilled over 19 million acres (7.6 million ha) and helped produce 380 million 
bushels of wheat.

From that humble beginning in a small farm shop in Meade County, Kansas, Krause has grown into 
one of the world’s top manufacturers of tillage equipment and grain drills. In 1988, Fortune Magazine 
listed Krause tillage equipment among the 100 products that America makes best. 

Since the acquisition by Kuhn in 2011, the company has branched out to include the finest quality and 
largest selection of farm tillage equipment and grain drills of any short line manufacturer in the world. 
With this addition, the following Kuhn Krause products have been added to the equipment lineup: 
disc harrows, field cultivators, chisel plows, disc/coulter chisels, Landsman and Landstar one-pass 
finishers, row crop cultivators, no-till and minimum till grain drills and soil packers have been added.

Agricultural requirements are constantly changing and the demand for quality products and services 
continues to grow. Today, more than ever before, Kuhn strives to ensure the availability of the best 
machine to satisfy the changing demands of the marketplace. Kuhn is dedicated to serving agriculture 
now and in the future with quality products, parts and service.
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2019 IFF Convention
Wichita, Kansas 

Schedule

Sunday, August 25, 2019

1 p.m.—3 p.m. Registration - Main hallway
2 p.m.   Hospitality Room Open - Room 103
3 p.m.   Executive Board Meeting - Room 104

Tour Committee Meeting - Room 134. Right side of room
ByLaws Committee Meeting - Room 134. Left side of room

4 p.m.   Credentials Committee Meeting - Room 134. Right side of room.
                              Publications Committee Meeting - Room 134. Left side of room.
5:30 p.m.  Church Service - Room 134
6:30 p.m.  Dinner Honoring Man of the Year; Woman of the Year - Room 134
                              Entertainment 
8:30 p.m.  President’s Ice Cream Social.

Monday, August 26, 2019

    Breakfast - Hotel Mezzanine, Free with Room
9:00.a.m            Early Bird Door Prize - Room 134
9:10 a.m.           General Business Meeting - Room 134
                             National Anthem
                             Canadian Anthem
                             Flying Farmers Song
                              Prayer
                              Welcome to Wichita  
10:30 a.m.          Coffee/Milk Break – Hospitality Room 103
11:00 a.m.            Resume Business Meeting
1:00 p.m.              Buffet Lunch - Room 134
                              Officers will go to room 104
                               Past Presidents/ Spouses – Room 103
                              (spouses to Room 104 after lunch)
2:30 p.m.               Free time
                             Trolley to shops across River.
5:30 p.m.              Dinner on your own - Kickback meal on Mezzanine free with room.
5:30 p.m.               PQUADS - Meet on Mezzanine to Dine together
7:30 p.m.               Awards Night - Room 134
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Tuesday August 27, 2019

                            Breakfast - Hotel Mezzanine
9:00 a.m.          Load Busses for Chapter Day
9:15 a.m.           Leave for Hutchinson, KS.
10:00 a.m.         Tour Kuhn Krause Implement
                            Carts will be available for those with difficulty walking
12:00 p.m.         Lunch
1:30 p.m.           Tour Salt Mine
4:30 p.m.           Load Busses to go to Yoder, KS.
5:15 p.m.           Family Style Dinner at Carriage Crossing (leave room for pie)
7:00 p.m.            Return to Wichita.

Wednesday August 28, 2019

                            Breakfast Hotel Mezzanine 
9:00 a.m.          Load busses
9:15 a.m.           Leave for airport
                            Tour of B29 “Doc”
11:00 a.m.          Load Busses
                            Head to Stearman Field, Benton, KS.
11:30 a.m.          Lunch at Stearman Field Bar & Grill
1:00 p.m.            Load Busses
                             Back to Wichita
                              Tour Nifty Nut House
                              Tour Merchant Spice House
2:30 p.m.            Return to Hotel
4:30 p.m.             Officers Pictures - Main Hallway by room 134
4:45 p.m.            Chapter Pictures - Main Hallway
6:15 p.m.              Dinner - Room 134
7:30 p.m.             Entertainment
8:00 p.m.             2018/19 Queen and Duchess Honored
                              Final Ice Cream Social - Courtesy of the Kansas Chapter
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2019 IFF Convention
Wichita, Kansas 

Standing Committee

By-Laws
Co-Chairs:  Don & Barbara Leis

       Jack Jenkinson     Zelda Lewis
      Joan Lieber     Bill Lieber
      Gene Shore

Credentials
Co-Chairs:  Carl & Joan Gillis

Nominating
Chairperson:  Alex Knox

Auditing
Chairperson:  Judy Conard

Tours
Co-Chairs:  Ken & Colette Pierce

      Phil Peterson  Jeff Thompson
      Carol vanRossum  Joel Wharton

Publications
Chairperson:  Mary Hawthorne

      Sylvia Dion    Rhonda Bohrer
      Marcia Thompson   Emily Wilcox

Parlimentarian
Jamie Sossaman

 

Attendance at the committee meetings is important.  
Please come with a constructive approach.
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2019 IFF Convention
Wichita, Kansas 

Convention Chairs

2019 Convention Chairs Harry & Marilyn Bartel

Coronation Emcee  Zelda Lewis

Flowers    Virginia Buehler

Hospitality Bags   Harry & Marilyn Bartel

Hospitality Room   Kansas Chapter, Janet Shore &
     Kay Berghaus

Photography   Monte Billheimer

Pianist    Burl Scherler

Special Seating Coordinator Barbara Leis

Table Decorations  Marilyn Bartel

Transportation   Jack Jenkinson

Worship Service   John Jenkinson & Eugene Shore

Note to Chapters

Each chapter gets 1 delegate to the convention for each 25 members.  Be sure to 
choose  your  delegates  and  inform  the  IFF  office  who  they  are  as  soon as 
possible.
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Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and Michigan Flying Farmers

REGION 3 CONVENTION - SEPTEMBER 17-19, 2019

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS                 
62 KEN HAYES DRIVE
BOURBONNAIS, ILLINOIS  60914  
                        

Room rates $99 each night – Breakfast included in rate             
Call 815-932-4411 before September 3, 2019 (If you need a handicapped room make sure to tell 
them that when making your reservation)

REGISTRATION WILL BE $50 payable to Illinois Flying Farmers 
Send to: Norman Clapper

PO Box 635
Mansfield, Illinois    61854-0635

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, September 17 
12:00 noon - REGISTRATION at hotel (feel free to come earlier—there is Cracker Barrel very close to 
the hotel for lunch if you wish)
 1:00 PM - Meet at hotel to carpool to: Earl D Schoeffner Farm Museum 

125 East Second Street
Momence IL    

(We will have a presentation in the community center at the museum about the history of 
Momence followed by treats and entertainment…you can tour the farm museum as well which was 
opened in 2017)     
6:00 PM - Catered dinner at hotel 
Wednesday, September 18    
8:30 AM - Regional Meeting with chapter meetings to follow
11:00 AM - Greater Chicago FISDO FAA presentation by safety inspectors Doug Lewis and colleague 
12:00  noonish – Box Lunch
Tour Wednesday afternoon (we will carpool)
6:00 PM – Dinner at Tucci’s (buffet within walking distance of hotel) – return to meeting room at 
hotel for ice cream and pie)

AIRPORT INFORMATION – KIKK – Greater Kankakee Airport
Call Zelda 815-545-5466 or text at that number for transportation from airport.
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New Zealand - November 2019

Response to the IFF New Zealand Tour had been even better than expected. So far, 20 Flying 
Farmers have secured their places with a deposit leaving only 10 seats left on the bus!!  

Points of departure from North America vary, depending on personal preference. But all will 
be in New Zealand by Day Zero –  November 10 for a day of rest. 

Day 1, November 11, the tour starts with breakfast then we hop on the bus to start our 
excellent 21 day adventure. This trip is being arranged through our local travel agent here in 
Manitoba, Sarah Curtis. But for those of you ‘south of the border’ the current exchange rate 
makes this trip even more reasonable. 

Tour participants will receive this very handy insulated cooler as a gift from Ken and 
me  for  snacks and refreshments on the bus.  

For more information please contact Sarah Curtis at Ward Travel  204-748-3351     sward1@
mymts.net or 204-568-4651 (ourselves ) pierceken@icloud.com     

Colette Pierce
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‘Round the Regions

By Tina Wharton
Delmarva Flying Farmer

On Saturday, June 29th, Joel 
and Tina Wharton hosted 
a covered dish luncheon at 
their house.  Fun, food and 
fellowship was enjoyed by all 
and activities for the summer 
were discussed.  Attending 
the luncheon were:  Bob 
& Ruth Carmean, Dave & 
Janice Tranberg, Steve & 
Cindy Applegate, Joel & Tina 
Wharton, and Region One 
Director Keith and Kathy Vogt.

After lunch, we visited Lem 
and Jessie Hudson who have 
taken up the art of weaving.  
They’ve built a “Loom Room” 
on their property and have 
three weaving looms set up 
and are being used.  One of 
their looms dated back to the 
early 1700’s.  Lem and Jessie 
started weaving about 6 years 
ago and they take classes 
in Vermont at least twice a 
year. Jessie showed us some 
samples of pieces she has 
made.  They were absolutely 
beautiful!

By Diana Ham
Vermont Flying Farmer

Hosts Nancy and Ken Williams 
were pleased to have arranged 
for our June meeting at one 
of their favorite venues. On 
June 23, 2019, Vermont Flying 

Fa r m e r s 
and guests 
met at the 
h i s t o r i c 
S k e n e 
Manor in 
Whitehall, 
N Y . 

Whitehall was the birthplace 
of the American Navy and 
the historic Victorian Castle 
overlooks the harbor.

We gathered on the breezy 
porch. Present were President 
Dawn Denio with Chris, 
Treasurer Gail MacDonald, 
J an  Bu r l e son ,  Davene 
Brown, Wenda Bird, Diana 
Reynolds, Hosts Nancy and 
Ken, Secretary Diana Ham 
with Tom Nobles, and high 
school guests of Davene’s, 
Butch Allen and his wife Rose. 
When seated, Keith led us in 
a silent moment of Grace. 
After enjoying our delicious 
light lunch at a long table in a 
private room, we went outside 
to meet.

Coming events for the chapter: 
July14th Paula and Jack 
Meerwarth host at Brown’s 
Brewing in Hoosick Falls, 
NY. No tour as they are 
renovating. 3rd weekend in 
August, Davene invites us to 
tour the Castleton Colonial 
Day venues and visit Neshobe 
Island after. September, Gail 
will host and arrange for us 
to picnic on “Bob’s Island”, 

possibly including members 
of EAA. One can fly in there. 
She will check with Bob for 
available dates. October – 
fall is in the air again and it’s 
time for Dawn and Chris to 
have us to their cabin in the 
Bennington, VT Woods for a 
turkey fry - outdoor picnic. 
Diana Reynolds will host 
our Planning Meeting in the 
beginning of November- and 
again we will regale Christmas 
Time together with food and 
spirits at the lakeside home 
of Davene and Jerry Brown 
probably with the help of the 
excellent culinary skills of Jan 
Burleson.

Keith presented us with his 
report. He represents the 
Mid-Atlantic Chapters to IFF 
and brings their input to the 
local meetings they attend. 
He reminded us to tell our 
president if anyone is not 
getting a monthly newsletter 
or the IFF Magazine. The 
next convention will be in 
Wichita. He admits that 
the organization has been 
shrinking. But he proudly 
stated that IFF has been a 
wonderful purveyor of both 
flying and farming news and 
host of many informative 
enjoyable family events over 
its many years. When he asked 
what changes we would want 
him to report, we unanimously 
said to make the workshop 
or conventions in the winter 
months! He asked for emails 
from us for further ideas.
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‘Round the Regions

By  Colette Pierce
Manitoba Flying Farmer

“Twenty years from now you 
will be more disappointed by 
the things that you didn’t do 
than by the ones you did do. 
So throw off the bowlines. Sail 
away from the safe harbor. 
Catch the trade winds in 
your sails. Explore. Dream. 
Discover.” - Mark Twain 

This quote goes straight to my 
heart! Do you have a quote or 
saying that inspires you??

Ken and I flew Queenie to 
the Wisconsin Flying Farmers 
Convention in Janesville, WI 
May 19-22.  It was great to 
catch up with our Wisconsin 
fr iends, and help them 
celebrate their 60th Chapter 
anniversary. The icing on the 
cake was a chance to fly 15 
hours, 3,400 nm! 

We left Janesville May 22, 
and due to changing weather 
spent the night in Mitchell, 
SD. Over the years unplanned 
stopovers have rarely been a 
disappointment. We always 
enjoy exploring small towns 
that usually contain hidden 
gems. We are just curious, I 
guess! Well, we found a gem 
in Mitchell – The Corn Palace!  

Originally built in 1892 to 
encourage people to move 
to the area.  It is a popular 
tourist attraction, receiving up 
to 500,000 visitors each year. 
The many massive murals 
and designs covering the 
exterior of the building are 
made from different colours 
of corn and other grains. 
Each year a new theme is 
chosen, with a new design 
constructed each year. The 
exception was 2006 when the 
display was not changed due 
to extreme drought.  Various 
special events occur there 
throughout the year. This 
year’s mural theme honoured 
military services. 

June 6-9 Ken flew Queenie 
to the COPA Convention in 
Innisfail, Alberta. COPA is the 
Canadian Owners and Pilots 
Association. I stayed home 
to check cattle and work a 
nursing shift. Then on June 
9th Ken and I switched jobs!!  
He wasn’t due to be home in 
time to fly me to Minnkota 
Convention, so I made plans 
with my good friend Enid to 
drive with me to Minnkota 
Convention June 9.  Ken 
arrived home later on the 
9th to resume farm duties 
while I enjoyed a road trip 
to Minnesota. Enid’s partner 
Rene is a pilot and she is a 
very avid flyer. We stopped 
at the geographic center of 
North America  Rugby, ND. 

Minnkota Convention was 
very enjoyable. What a good 
job Convention organizer 
did! Glenn Kinneberg passed 
around a photo book that 
was made about his being 
inducted into the Minnesota 
Aviation Hall of Fame. The 
drive from home took 7 hours 
each way, but we managed to 
pass the time as we enjoyed 
the sights along the way. 

What a blessing it is to spend 
time with Flying Farmer friends 
at Conventions!!! See you in 
Wichita!! 

Note: The 2019 IFF New 
Zealand tour is booking up 
quickly! There are only 10 
spaces left! We look forward 
to exploring New Zealand with 
Flying Farmer friends!! See the 
article in this month’s magazine 
for more information.

By Dale Bohrer
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

Duchess Rhonda and I traveled 
to Janesville, Wisconsin on 
May 20th to join the Wisconsin 
Chapter Convention.  We 
always enjoy visiting other 
chapters.  They had set up 
great tours.  We heard from 
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‘Round the Regions

By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

the airport manager and 
the tower manager about 
the updates they have done 
and what is planned for the 
airport.  Then we went to the 
SC Aviation.  They maintain 
and charter Hawkers and 
Falcon jets and are a division 
of Swiss Colony.  Nice to see 
the type of aircraft  Doug Lewis 
piloted.  I remember him as 
a small child and he is now 
an accomplished man.  This 
illustrates the opportunities 
the Flying Farmer family has 
afforded many people in the 
organization.  Blain’s Farm 
and Fleet headquarters, still 
a family run business and the 
Wisconsin Wagon Company 
were all very interesting. 
 
On the way home we found a 
cheese factory with squeaky 
curds and ice cream, a must 
in Wisconsin.
  
We also made a trip to Austin, 
Texas for granddaughter 
Mellila’s baptism.
  
All this time my fields were 
too wet with it raining several 
days a week.  I know I am 
not alone.  All the way down 
and back we saw flooded 
and empty fields.  Several 
folks have reported little or 
no planting.  I finally finished 
planting corn and beans on 
the 26th of June, I am hoping 
for a late frost.  Farming 
always seems to challenge us 
but we must have hope.

Region 9 has had an interesting 
spring. In May we gathered in 
the small town of Harrington, 
Washington to enjoy their 
antique and classic car show. 
The main street was lined 
on both sides with restored 
cars. This is the town nearest 
the Bob and Paula Kramer 
farm and they joined us in 
town for lunch. After lunch, 
we gathered at their home 
for a short business meeting 
and lots of visiting. Bob and 
Paula spend half the year as 
“snowbirds” so it is special 
when they can be at our 
gathering.

June 8 our group of 14 flying 
farmers and 2 guests boarded 
this lovely boat for a luncheon 
cruise on the Columbia River. 

L to R:  Boat Captain, Art Sager, Au-
drey Ledgerwood

The boat - “Water 2 Wine”

The weather was good. The 
buffet luncheon was excellent. 
It was a fun day.

By Jack Vandervalk
Alberta Flying Farmer

On June 13, the Alberta Flying 
farmers held their Annual 
Hands Across the Border at 
the Del Bonita air strip. This 
year was a huge success with 
15 aircraft flying in. Super T 
from Medicine Hat had four 
airplanes come. Some of their 
students had never landed 
on a grass strip. So, they did 
fly some touch and goes that 
made the strip busy. There 
was quite a line up for some 
airplanes waiting to go home.

We did mange to walk the 
whole one-mile str ip by 
starting from each end with 
two crews. We put smoke 
bombs down every gopher 
hole and filled all holes with 
dirt. We were all impressed 
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Have you been a Flying Farmer for 25 or 50 CONTINUOUS years?
Just fill out this coupon to receive your 25 or 50 year pin!

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________
______
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________
____________
   ______________________________________________________________
__________

Chapter affiliation: __________________  Date joined IFF: ________________________

Mail this form to IFF, PO Box 309, Mansfield, IL  61854

at how good the strip was. 
The day before, a tractor 
mower did a nice job cutting 
the grass. And while we were 
walking the strip a fellow from 
Montana cut the grass around 
all the side markers with a 
motorized whip. He walked 
two miles and we all were 
impressed that he did that 
without a break.

We had a potluck meal with 
barbecued beef and water 
and pop provided. We even 
managed to bring a nice plate 

of dinner to both the US and 
Canadian Border Guards. We 
had such a large group of 
people we were almost short 
of food. Some of the last 
servings were a little smaller 
but all were well fed with lots 
of desserts.

‘Round the Regions After 35 years of heading 
up the event, Don and Mary 
Althen did an excellent job 
again. Our Queen Cheryl 
Goyer and her husband Lynn 
did a fine job smoking and 
barbecuing the beef. It was 
nice to see that they drove 
their RV all the way from 
Edmonton to help us make it 
a wonderful day.
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Giles Ronnebaum
1928-2019

Giles Ronnebaum, age 90, 
of Montezuma died at Lima 
Memorial Hospital on Tuesday, 
February 26, 2019. 

He was born July 22, 1928 
in Montezuma to the late 
Henry & Helen (Bomholt) 
Ronnebaum. On March 12, 
1977 he married Ei leen 
(Moeller) Meyer and she died 
December 28, 2013. 

He was preceded in death by 
a sister Mary Ann Sommer. 

Giles was a member of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
C h u r c h ,  M o n t e z u m a , 
an active member of the 
Coldwater American Legion, 
International Flying Farmers, 
Southshore Sportsmans Club 
and was a veteran of the 
United States Air Force. He 
was the former fire chief in 
Montezuma and was a lifelong 
farmer. Giles was also an avid 
pilot and a member of the 
Civil Air Patrol. 

Memorial L. Keith Schumacher
1929-2019

L. Keith Schumacher died on 
April 17, 2019 in Hemingford, 
NE. He was born on October 19, 
1929, in his grandparents’ home 
in rural Hemingford, to Arthur D. 
Schumacher and Adele L. “Ellen” 
(Plahn) Schumacher. 

On August 26, 1956 he married 
Connie L. Dyer in Hemingford. 
He farmed with his parents, 
and later with his son and then 
grandson, south of Hemingford.

Keith was a lifetime member of 
the Hemingford United Methodist 
church.  He served in the Army 
National Guard for 9 years. He 
was a pilot and very active in 
the Nebraska Flying Farmers 
organization. He and Connie flew 
many miles around the country 
attending events and touring 
behind the scenes at many 
factories and plants. His plane 
also allowed him to volunteer 
as a Lifeline pilot transporting 
medical patients, in need, to 
treatment facilities. Keith was an 
avid collector of antique Fords 
and tractors which led to many 
years competing in the Sugar 
Valley Rally and membership in 
the Rollin’ Oldies car club.

Keith is survived by his son Martin 
Schumacher and daughter Linda 
Petersen, all of Hemingford, 
four grandchildren, ten great 
grandchildren, and two sisters, 
Doris Provencher and Karen 
Joyce. He was preceded in death 
by his parents and his wife.

Former IFF members

Bette Reeves 
– Florida – 2/18/19

JoAnn Thompson 
– Saskatchewan – 4/8/19

Mary Goodwin 
– Alberta – 4/16/19

i 
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Chapter Supplies Available 
through IFF - New Prices!

  Queen’s Tiara $45.00 ________
  Trophy  $55.00  ________
  WOY Pin $15.00 ________
  Queen’s Pin
     (w/year guard) $55.00 ________
  Year Guard $30.00     ________

  TOTAL   $________
   
  Please add an additional $5 for shipping
  Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of sup-
plies ordered -- indicate year for the 
trophy and pin under Additional Info”.  
Please allow 6 weeks for the trophy, 
tiara and  pins, and 3-4 weeks for the 
WOY pin.

  Name: ____________________

  Address: ___________________

   
_____________________________

  City: ______________________

  State/Prov: __________________

  Zip/Postal: _________________

  Mail check and order form to:
  International Flying Farmers
  P.O. Box 309
  Mansfield, IL  61854

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents:  Make note 
of the following deadlines for up-
coming issues of the International 
Flying Farmer magazine.
 Issue   Deadline
 January/February Jan. 1
 March/April  Mar. 1
 May/June  May 1
 July/August  July 1
 September/October Sept. 1
 November/December Nov. 1

Please remember 
to notify the IFF 
Office when you 
change addresses 
for the winter and 
again when you 
return home

IFF does not ac-
cept credit cards



NOTICES

IFF Memorial Scholarship 
Fund Donations

All contributions are fully 
deductible for IRS tax purposes 
s i n c e  t h e  I F F M e m o r i a l      
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution.  They 
should be sent to:
   IFF Past Presidents
   c/o Zelda Lewis
   21527 Larch Drive
   Plainfield, IL  60544-6345

 IFF Liability Disclaimer 
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility 
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members 
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is 
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers. 

NAME ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD ________________________________________________________________
 Last First Middle            Birth date        Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________

                  _____________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________

EMAIL _______________________________________________________________

OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________

AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
  Year  Make  Model  N-number

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________

Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year

Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse 
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to 
International Flying Farmers

 Mail to:
 INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
 P.O. BOX 309
 Mansfield, IL  61854

Please inform the IFF 
office when a mem-
ber or former mem-
ber of your chapter 
passes away



HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of 
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and 
use of airplanes in agriculture.  The organization, 
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial 
chapters throughout North America.  While 
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who 
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of 
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners 
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers.  Direct 
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and 
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is:  To create and 
maintain a compact representative and centralized 
organization with a spirit of cooperation and 
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore 
and emphasize the importance of flying and the 
use of the airplane in agricultural production, 
including the breeding, raising and feeding of 
livestock; and to engage in research and extension 
service, including publishing magazines or other 
periodicals to disseminate among its members 
information pertaining to the purposes of the 
organization.


