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2018-19 Calendar of Events
February 2019
2 – Arizona Annual Meeting & Snowbird Fly-in - Sossaman Farm’s Great Hall,
19101 E Ocotillo Rd, Queen Creek, AZ (SW corner of Sossaman Rd and Ocotillo Rd)
For further information contact Sue Sossaman: 480-987-9188; 1919homestead@
gmail.com
March 2019
8-10 – Kansas Convention - Ramada Convention Center, 420 SE 6th St, Topeka,
KS 66607 Phone: 785-234-5400 Room reservations must be made by February
14, 2019
April 2019
12-14 – Alberta Convention - Medicine Hat Lodge Hotel, 1051 Ross Glen Dr SE,
Medicine Hat, AB Phone: 403-529-2222 Room reservations must be made by
March 12, 2019
26-27 – Manitoba Convention - Comfort Inn & Suites, 380 Frontage Rd, Virden,
MB Phone: 204-707-6020
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Office at P.O. Box 309, Mansfield, IL 61854
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responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.
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Official Reports

President’s Report

By Clément Dion
Saskatchewan Flying Farmer

October has always been
an interesting month on the
farm. We never know if we will
be done with harvest, in the
middle of harvest or freezing
our ears numb. Well this year
after a great August start for
harvest, the surprise month of
September turned in to being
a big stall for harvesting. For
most of you, you may find
this a little bit strange, but for
us in the northern fringes of
agricultural land, we take it all
in stride.

the Flying Farmers we were
treated well and got to see
some very interesting things.
The tour of the assembly of
fuel cells for the Candu Nuclear
Reactors was probably the
most eye-opening place I have
yet to see. The expertise in
that facility is top notch. From
the uranium which is mined
in northern Saskatchewan, it
is encapsulated in zirconium
tube bundles to be placed
in the reactor, where fission
is started to produce heat
in order to make steam and
subsequently electricity. What
amazed me the most was to
learn that the process has a
safety margin which is not
clearly understood by the
general public. Upon returning
home, I did some research
which shows the reality of
small nuclear reactors to
heat or cool your house is
in the very near future. For
those of you who are curious,
YouTube, has great info.

I do have to say with had
phenomenal yields with
quality down because of the
weather. We saw yields of 70
bus per acre (4.7t / ha) of Red
spring wheat (grading Canada
Feed), and barley at 80 bus
per acre (4.7t / ha). Prices are
at a good level, which means
a comfortable income per acre
considering the poor quality of
the wheat. The canola crop Dave and Mary Hawthorne
was good and so was the flax. were very gracious in picking
us up at the Toronto Airport
In September, Sylvia and and assuring our return
I a t t e n d e d t h e O n t a r i o there. With them, we were
Convention. As always with also delighted to visit the
4
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Peterborough boat lift. What
a marvel of engineering in
its simplicity and efficiency!
It was built 110 years ago
and for only small modern
instrumentation modification,
serves the water navigation
people like it did in the first
years of operation. Look it up
on line, you will be amazed.
Preliminary financial results
from the 2018 convention
shows an unexpected
considerable profit. Thanks
again to all who came, you
made IFF what it is. I don’t
know if we made inroads
in the aviation community,
but there seems to be an
awakening interest to Flying
Farmer membership in our
province. If any of you know
how to take advantage of this,
it would be appreciated to
hear your comments.
It was again an interesting and
relaxing weekend at Manitou
Beach Resort, Watrous, SK
for our chapter convention on
Oct 19-21. The mineral waters
were a great soother for all
the aching harvest muscles.
Continued on page 8-President

Official Reports

Queen’s Report

Greetings to all International
Flying Farmers! It is hard to
believe that it is November
already. Where did the
autumn season go? Here in
Alberta we had some of the
most unbelievable weather.
In our local area we had
3 snowfalls by the second
week in October. By mid
September, the farmers in
southern Alberta were able
to get more of the crops
harvested than in central and
northern Alberta. I was in
contact with Duchess Rhonda
Bohrer about two weeks ago
and she indicated that they
had not finished harvesting
due to the wet conditions.
The last three weeks have
been much better for warmth
and drying here and many
farmers were getting out in
the fields to get those crops
off.
Our family had a reunion on
the weekend of September
21-23. We had 6 inches
of snow! Our son who now

By Cheryl Goyer
Alberta Flying Farmer

resides in Texas informed
us that he does not plan to
move back here!! EVER! Well
as all good northerners, we
just dressed up warm and
continued to party. The pig
got roasted to perfection and
a good time was had by all.
The yard was dotted with
various snow families and ice
forts.

Canada’s Dead Sea. It is a land
locked salt and mineral lake
and springs. It was believed
by the Aboriginals that it has
healing properties. The pools
were lovely and indoors with
varying temperatures of water
throughout the different areas
in the enclosed springs. We
then attended a 1930’s Dance
Hall. “Danceland” boasts a
unique cushioned floor of
Our Canadian Thanksgiving hardwood with 6 inches of
was on October 8 th . We horse tail hair sandwiched
had……guess what? MORE between the dance floor and
SNOW! The roads were very the sub-floor. The acoustics
icy and driving conditions are excellent, and we were
treacherous for a few days treated to a 16-piece brass
before it warmed up and band performing music from
melted. Nevertheless, we the 30’s and 40’s.
It is
had abundant food, a warm said that Duke Ellington and
house, and lots of love and Tommy Dorsey played in this
good times with family and venue. We were joined in
friends. As all our flying Saskatchewan by Vandervalks
farmer families to the south and Wildermans from Alberta.
anticipate the coming of
American Thanksgiving, Lynn
and I wish you all abundant
blessings and special times
with family and friends.
Lynn and I were able to attend
Saskatchewan Flying Farmers
Convention as emissaries of
International Flying Farmers.
We went to Manitou Beach
and Resort. It is billed as
November/December 2018

L to R: Lynn & IFF Queen Cheryl
Goyer, Terry & Wayne Wilderman
Continued on page 8-Queen
The International Flying Farmer
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Duchess’s Report
By Rhonda Bohrer
Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer
our next adventure. Dale has
a ½ scale Case steam engine
and we take it to the Midwest
Old Threshers Reunion in Mt
Greetings to you all from your Pleasant, IA. We spent five
IFF Duchess, Rhonda Bohrer. days camping there. Dale
Oh my how time does fly! spends his days working with
It’s Halloween which means the steam engines and I enjoy
Thanksgiving and Christmas going to the shows. There are
are hot on its heels.
always things to do and see.
It ends on Labor Day and I
It seems like yesterday since was hoping for a rest. That
we were in Saskatoon. Dale didn’t happen. Since I retired
and I have been busy. On our I have been substituting in
way home from convention the kitchen I used to work
we took the time to visit the in. So, for the next two and
International Peace Garden a half weeks I worked every
at Boissevain, Manitoba and day. Then throw in doctor
Rolette County, North Dakota. appointments for my mom I
The gardens are beautiful, was busy.
and we especially liked the
9/11 memorial. It is quite Also, in September Dale
a moving site. From there and I made the trip to Van
we made our way to New Wert, Ohio for the Region 3
Richmond, Wisconsin to stay Convention. We had a great
with our teenage grandkids, time. The Illinois, Indiana,
Mya and Cade. Their parents Ohio and Michigan Flying
had to be out of town and Farmers were great hosts and
Cade needed wheels to get we thank them for that. They
to drivers’ education. Watch had great tours so check out
out - he can drive with an their report on the convention.
adult now! We always enjoy On the way home, we spent a
our visits with them. They are couple of days at my sister’s
busy people.
in Goshen, Indiana. It was a
great visit with Linda and her
Next, we were home for about family. Next time we will stay
ten days before we took off on longer.
6
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The biggest and best thing to
happen in September was the
birth of our tenth grandchild.
A beautiful baby girl named
Mellia Vannessa was born
on 9/11. After spending
the day remembering all the
happened on 9/11, 2001, her
birth was a great way to end
the day. Her big brother loves
her, and Mom and Dad are
thrilled. She is the daughter
of my youngest son Todd.
October has gone fast also.
I worked a few more days
and had a few more doctor
appointments for mom and
myself. I don’t like having
asthma. Dale also had some
fun this month. He, along
with several others from his
college graduating class of
1978, was treated to luncheon
during the homecoming
celebration. He sure enjoyed
seeing old friends and the
campus as it has changed a
lot over the years. My son
Eric also graduated from the
same college and boy have
there been changes for the
good. Linda, my sister, and
some of her family made the
trip to Iowa to see our mom.
Continued on page 8-Duchess
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Farmerette’s Report
By Haley Shore
Kansas Flying Farmer
and college history has it out
to get me. I have recently
gotten letters from several
colleges from all over the
Hey everyone! It’s November! country; Wyoming, Colorado,
With the holidays quickly Texas, Montana, and many
approaching, I’m sure you all from all over Kansas. I
are quite busy. With midterms also recently scheduled my
coming along with the cold, job shadow to become an
I’m not sure if I’m ready for Agricultural Educator. Many
the feet upon feet of snow we things are coming about and
I’m so excited!
are predicted to get.

step father, was very worried
about getting beans cut and
wheat drilled. The crazy
amounts of rain that we have
gotten recently have definitely
set us back a lot. With the
cold quickly approaching,
everyone in the area is driving
around in semis, combines,
tractors, and four wheelers
as though they are busy little
worker bees.

Two weeks ago, I got to enjoy
a very beautiful wedding. My
step brother Troy had married
his sweetheart, Amber. With
a gorgeous barn fill with little
lights and laughter, it was a
day I won’t forget. While this
was all going on Larry, my

I hope you all had an absolutely
wonderful Halloween, as I
also hope it’s followed with a
great Thanksgiving filled with
laughter, family love, and kind
spirits as I wish for that special
snowboarding in Colorado for
Christmas. Happy holidays,
all! Stay warm!

Since my last article not
very much has changed.
Still working, still pulling allnighters for school. I had a
small idea in the back of my
mind about just how hard
college classes would be, but it
feels as though college speech

Pecan Pralines
		
		
		

1 cup brown sugar				
1 cup white sugar				
1/3 cup water

1 tablespoon butter
2 cups chopped pecans

Generously butter baking sheets. In a large sauepan over medium heat, combine brown sugar,
white sugar, water and butter. Bring to a rapid boil and stir in pecans. Continue to cook and stir until
large bubbles form on the surface, pecans begin to look sugary and mixture just begins to color.
Remove from heat and drop by rounded spoonfuls onto prepared sheets. Let cool completely

November/December 2018
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Continued from page 4-President

We are making plans to travel
to some conventions and
gatherings in the coming year.
It will be as always, a learning
experience.

Continued from page 6-Duchess

Mom is almost 86 and doesn’t
travel much anymore, so this
was really special. My two
brothers were also there, so
it was a mini family reunion.

For those of you who need
to know everything:
The liquid inside young coconuts can be used as a
substitute for Blood Plasma.

You
burn
more
caloContinued from page 5-Queen
After so much rain this fall ries sleeping than you
watching
television.
We are planning our Christmas Dale is getting started with do
Banquet and get together for harvest. We pray it goes
AFF on December 1. We well. As you drive around the Oak trees do not produce
will hold it in the town of area you will see many places acorns until they are fifty
Olds, Alberta which is quite where the ground is wet and (50) years of age or older.
central. It makes it easier where deep tracks were left
for northern and southern or they had to leave spots for The first product to have a
farmers to attend. Of course, later. We hope it stays dry for bar code was Wrigley’s gum.
we pray for good weather and a while.
The King of Hearts is the only
decent roads for travelling.
November is here and that king without a moustache.
During this time our String means the holidays are
Airlines
saved
Orchestra will be performing approaching. May you all American
$40,000
in
1987
by
elimimany concerts throughout be able to spend time with
the Christmas Season. We family and friends. They are nating one olive from each
salad served in first-class.
perform locally in churches, all special.
at community events and at
senior’s lodges and nursing Until next time may God’s Venus is the only planet that
rotates clockwise. (Since Vehomes. This is such a special blessings be with you all.
nus is normally associated
time and often I notice that
with women, what does this
my eyes start to leak as
Trivia
tell you? In case you couldn’t
I play with the orchestra
figure it out, women are gohearing the beautiful sounds
1. Who was the creator of
ing in the ‘right’ direction!)
and never imagining that I
the “Peanuts” cartoon?
would ever be a part of such
2. What is a ziggurat?
Apples, not caffeine, are
a group. Our music varies
3. Who was the first woman more efficient at wakfrom contemporary Christmas
to compete in the Indianap- ing you up in the morning.
music to music from the
olis 500?
1700 and 1800’s. We will
4. What French leader was
Walt Disney was afraid of mice.
be performing music from
defeated at the Battle of WaHandel’s Messiah. What a
terloo?
Pearls dissolve in vinegar.
privilege!
5. What animals are called
Lynn and I wish each and “ships in the desert”?
Turtles can breathe through
e v e r y o n e a m o s t b l e s s e d 6. Is tufoli a large macaroni their butts!
and joyous Christmas season shell or an Italian dessert?
together with family and friends.
8
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Thank you so much to the International Flying Farmers for the $726.00 donation.
We truly appreciate your support. It is because of donors like you that we are able
to continue saving lives every day. I have attached a picture that was taken the day
the cheque was presented to STARS at the hangar in Regina.
It was a pleasure to speak to your members back in August at the 73rd International
Flying Farmers’ Convention. We are very thankful for this partnership and look
forward to working together in the future.
Please feel free to reach out to me in the future at any time should you have questions
or interest in having STARS present to your group again.
Thank you again,
Jeri-Lynn
Jeri-Lynn Johnston
Director of Development
STARS Foundation, Saskatchewan

November/December 2018
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Ontario Convention
Peterborough, ON
By Mary Hawthorne
Ontario Flying Farmer
After picking up Clement and
Sylvia Dion in Toronto we
headed to the BWXT Nuclear
Energy Canada fuel
fabrication facility at 1160
Monaghan Rd, Peterborough
at 1:00 pm on Friday, Sept
14 for a most interesting
tour. Signing in, we were
given badges to wear. After a
short presentation, one group
was shown how fuel rods
are filled for use in nuclear
plants. Accuracy and precision
are important factors. The
other group visited the area
where items are engineered
in house for testing and repair
work. Beautiful weather made
switching from facilities easy.
Good food was enjoyed before
we were entertained by
musical friends of the Grays.
Collette Pierce joined them for
several numbers.

and presented Ron & Ruth
Lewis with their 25-year IFF
pins.

L to R: Clément Dion presented 25-year
membership pins and certificate to Ruth
and Ron Lewis

Car pooling, we headed
to Flying Colours Corp at
Peterborough Airport. Here we
were greeted by Kate GillespeAhrens and Eric Gillespe, a
sibling team, who outlined
how this company has evolved
to do initial exteriors and
interiors of aircraft as well
as refurbish planes. Eric’s
twin brother is also involved
Saturday morning had our in the firm. Much of their
usual business meeting. business involves working
Clement Dion, President of IFF, with Bombardier products.
installed the new executive Everything is done “in house”
10
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so there are lots of career
opportunities available for
those interested in joining
this company. One plane there
was being prepared for Swiss
Medi-Vac work.
Although based in
Peterborough, they have
operations in Missouri and
Singapore. Paula BrooksLounsbury was surprised
to find this dynamic team
were the children of a flight
instructor she had worked with
when she was first instructing!
Since the Dions were not
familiar with the lift locks
we visited the site at
Peterborough. With great
weather people were out with
their boats and we had the
opportunity to observe the
lift locks in operation. Still a
marvel of engineering!
After another tasty meal,
Dennis and Karen CarterEdwards, historians gave us
an overview of the history

around Peterborough of the
Trent-Severn waterway as
controlled by the lumber
barons. As always politics
were involved in the progress
of the waterway, but the
Peterborough lift locks were
the first and highest in the
world being built of cement
with no rebar. Slowly the
complete system came into
full operation.

Conventions
writers/poets/artists were
discussed. These women left
a record of everyday life in
“Upper Canada” in the 1800’s
for us.

The evening ended with ice
cream! As Dions had an early
flight to catch we were on the
road early headed to Toronto.

Adrian Verberg won the flying
to convention draw. Mike and
Gale Gray were announced as
Man & Woman of the Year by
Kim & Sylvia Murphy.

The role of women in this era
was outlined and several lady

L to R: Karen & Dennis Edwards, Mike
Gray

L to R: Kim & Sylvia Murphy and Gale & Mike Gray

Ontario Executive L to R: Sylvia & IFF President Clément Dion, Past President Marilyn Bruinsma, President Mike &
Secretary/Treasurer Gale Gray, Directors Sharon Spurgeion, Bob Rogerson, Burt Hodgins, Hortense Verberg, and Ron
Lewis, Jane & 2nd Vice President Jim Ferrell, Director John Black
November/December 2018
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Regon III Convention
Van Wert, Ohio
By Florence Lutes
Indiana Flying Farmer
The Region 3 Convention
planned by Don Leis was held
September 21st and 22nd in
the Van Wert, Ohio area. We
stayed at the Comfort Inn
right off of US 30. Besides
our Region 3 members, Flying
Farmers from Kansas, and
Iowa/Missouri also attended
for a total of 34 persons.
Friday morning, we toured
the Braun Ambulance Mfg.
Plant in Van Wert. Since 1972
they have been a leading
ambulance manufacturer that
is known for designing and
building custom ambulances
that are “Built for Life”. They
were previously in Oakwood,
Ohio and moved to Van Wert
in 1975. They employ 300
people and the ambulances
are sold thru Independent
Dealerships serving customers

Touring the Braun
Ambulance Mfg. Plant
12
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throughout the country. They
have recently merged with a
Canadian based leader in the
design, manufacturing and
distribution of ambulances in
Canada. Braun’s ambulance
models offer exclusive
innovations such as Solid
Body, EZ-Glide Sliding Door
etc. They deliver hundreds
of emergency vehicles each
year with seven top of the
line ambulance models. They
manufacture 7 to 10 a week
depending on the size. The
base prices are from $165,000
to one-half million. The more
expensive ones have a built
in CT scanner that sends
information directly to the
hospitals. If you see a curved
roof on an ambulance you will
know it’s a ‘Braun Ambulance’.

L to R: Don Rentschler & Nevoy Culp
with the Black Angus

Haviland Drainage Products
primary operate with recycled
plastic for the Plastic Pipe
business. They have been in
operation since 1903, having
been with clay tile until the
mid1960’s. In the late 70’s
they started with plastic and
in 1978 started manufacturing
with all recycled plastic. The
recycled plastic is all cleaned
and ground. They test every
shift every day for: content of
material, strength of product,
Lunch was at the Black Angus density, breaking strength
Steak House, and Don and and DOT certified. They
Barb Leis’s son and grandsons manufacture from 3” up to
along with their farm worker 60” pipe which is used by the
joined us for lunch so they highway departments.
could also attend the tour at
the Haviland factory. They Haviland Drainage Products
had been installing ‘Haviland’ is located in an agricultural
drainage pipe this past week community. Thus, they
understand the necessity of
at the farm.
competitive requirements of
November/December 2018

the agricultural market. The
many types of perforations
Haviland offers allows for
the maximum drainage in
all types of soils without
further costs. Black and
Co-extruded tubing are both
available. Co-extruded tubing
is manufactured with a layer
of white plastic on the exterior
of the pipe. This layer reflects
sunlight, keeping the tubing
cooler and stronger prior to
installation. Special Extra
heavy-duty tubing is also
available in Jumbo coils. They
also manufacture some plastic
with knit covering which is
used mainly in the housing
industry. The 3” white or
black is shipped on 5600’ rolls;
the 4” is shipped on 3250’ rolls
and the 60” is shipped as large
flat pieces for culverts, etc. It
takes several hours to change
the dies thus they usually only
manufacture the 60” about
once a year.
After our treats (a drink,
snacks and cupcake) Mr.
Stoller told us about the
digester they installed in
2012. Haviland Energy is a
Bio-energy plant that turns
waste into energy. The waste
is used to make methane
gas, which is used to fuel an
engine to create electricity.
The streams of waste that
are used at Haviland Energy
must be biodegradable. Waste
water from food processing
plants, off-spec food products
(50% of the produce at WalMart is sent to Haviland

Conventions
Energy), and sludge from
local municipalities are some
examples of what are used.
These waste products are
then fed to an anaerobic
digester which creates
methane. Methane is created
by bacteria, referred to as
methogens, through a process
called methogenesis. This
methane is then used in a
1,000-horsepower engine to
turn a generator to create
e l e c t r i c i t y. T h e s u r p l u s
electricity is sold to Haviland

Plastic Products. The liquid
that comes from the digester
is used as fertilizer on nearby
crop production fields. They
spread ½” on areas for
approximately $25 an acre.
This is how Haviland Energy
turns waste, that could have
gone to a landfill to rot and
decay, into green renewable
energy as well as fertilizer that
is put back into the Earth.
After our evening meal at the
Black Angus Steak House, Don
Apple showed pictures of the
trip they and Don & Barb Leis

Meals were at the Black Angus Restaurant in Van Wert, OH

November/December 2018
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Don Apple shows photos of the farm
tour in Norway, Sweden & Denmark

had taken to Europe in July.
Another enjoyable evening
with our Flying Farmer Friends.

Don Leis tells about a documentary of
Flying Farmers produced by new IFF
members Chris and Annmarie Aronoff
from California (ad for ordering the
documentary is in this magazine)

Region Directors gave their
comments, we broke into our
individual meetings.

Dale Bohrer with Abe Lincoln

This home became the
cornerstone of the museum;
June of 1985 the 2500 square
foot annex was opened. It
After lunch we toured the contains the early history of
Lto R: Ed & Gert VanderKolk,
Van Wert County Historical Van Wert County and History
Loyola & Duane Dysinger
Museum. The Van Wert of the Nation’s Wars. Conrail
County Historical Society was donated a Caboose in 1988.
incorporated in 1954. In 1955 This car which was built
Saturday morning our
a local attorney purchased in 1921, was restored and
business meeting was at
the Victorian home of John is maintained with grants
the Black Angus Meeting
and Tacey Clark and donated from the Van Wert County
Room. Special guests were
it to the historical society. Foundation. In 1993, the onenewly elected IFF Secretary/
room school was moved to the
Treasurer Diana Billheimer
museum campus along with
and IFF Duchess Rhonda
the Gazebo. The Gazebo is
Bohrer and Region 6 Director
listed on the National Register
Dale Bohrer. All the past
of Historic Sites. The twoIFF Presidents in attendance
story log house which was
was also recognized. Those
built in 1860’s was moved to
in attendance were: Robert
the campus in June of 1997.
Lutes, Ray Johanns, Don Leis,
The new 42 x 100-foot Barn
Wendell Rust and Zelda Lewis.
was opened for displays in
Don also recognized all the
February of 2000. It provides
IFF Past Queens & Duchesses.
housing for antique farm
Mary Gruber gave the
machinery and tools, which
memorial service in memory
provide an agricultural history
of all of Region 3 members
who had passed on this year. Look closely - it’s our Region 6 Director of Van Wert County.
After the IFF Dignitaries and Dale Bohrer and IFF Duchess Rhonda at The Convention was wrapped
up Saturday evening with the
the Van Wert County Historical Museum
14
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Officers being installed L to R: Michigan - Emily Wilcox, Duane Dysinger, Don Rentschler, Gary Wilcox; Illinois - Norman
Clapper, Zelda Lewis; Ohio - Sharon Johanns, Colette Brown, Don Leis; Installing Officer IFF Secretary/Treasurer Diana
Billheimer

banquet and installation of the
new officers for the Chapters.

FLYING FARMER NEW ZEALAND TOUR
November 11 – December 2, 2019 (21 DAYS)
Open to all Flying Farmers, friends and family. Meet in Auckland on November 11 then transfer
by air to the city of Dunedin
Pricing based on Twin Share:

15 – 19 passengers CAD $6,000.00 per person
20 – 24 passengers CAD $5,575.00 per person
25 - 30 passengers CAD $5,275.00 per person
Single Supplement CAD + $1900.00 per person
Package Includes:

•
•

Travel Wallet including Itinerary

•

Twenty-one nights accommodation in 3* and 4* star hotel with breakfast daily

Private Luxury Coach throughout New Zealand with English Speaking Driver. Drivers
Accommodation, Meals & Expenses.

Contact for more information:
Ward Travel - Sarah Ward - 204-748-3351 sward1@mymts.net or
Ken and Colette Pierce colettepierce@icloud.com 204-568-4651(home) or 204-851-1160 (cell)

November/December 2018

Arizona Annual Meeting &
Snowbird Fly-in
Saturday, February 2, 2019
Sossaman Farm’s Great Hall
19101 E Ocotillo Rd
Queen Creek, AZ
(SW corner of Sossaman Rd and Ocotillo Rd)

The business meeting will start at 10:00
a.m. followed by a potluck lunch at 12:00
noon. Meat & drinks will be furnished,
so please bring a salad or dessert to
share.
Sossaman Farm’s Great Hall also houses
Grain R & D at the historic Hayden Flour
Mill. After lunch, Steve Sossaman will
give a talk about the genesis of the
ancient grain movement and tours of this
new facility – a first in Arizona.
For further information, contact
Sue Sossaman 480-987-9188;
1919homestead@gmail.com
The International Flying Farmer
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Saskatchewan Convention
Watrous, Saskatchewan
By Sylvia Dion
Saskatchewan Flying Farmer
The 2018 SFF Convention
was held in Manitou Beach,
Watrous located in the heart
of Saskatchewan as the
choice venue it has been for
a few years now. The hotel
is newly renovated and very
accommodating. Many also
look forward to spending time
in the healing waters of the
world’s largest indoor mineral
spa. The meals are superb as
well.

Following the Friday evening
roast beef dinner, Clément
Dion was honoured as IFF
President. SFF President Ron
Rogalsky presented a souvenir
plaque in appreciation for
dedication to flying farmers,
words of recognition from
a number of members
were truly touching and an
impressive IFF logo shaped
carrot cake was enjoyed by
all. Clément couldn’t miss the
opportunity to thank Carl &
Joan Gillis for their invaluable

Cake to honor Clément & Sylvia

help with IFF Convention
in Saskatoon. This was the
opportune time to present
them with a little Australian
and New Zealand currency for
their upcoming cruise in that
part of the world.

L to R: IFF President Clément Dion receives plaque from Hostess Sandra Monteyne and SK President Ron Rogalsky
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Meetings do take up part
of the agenda, but these
are the prime opportunity
for sharing and assuring
minor adjustments for our
m e m b e r s h i p . We w e r e
delighted to welcome two
couples from Manitoba and

Conventions

L to R: Co-Chairs of the Annual IFF Convention Sylvia Dion, Joan & Carl Gillis and IFF President Clément Dion

three couples from Alberta that had premiered at IFF in
including IFF Queen Cheryl Saskatoon. We were then
Goyer and Redcap Lynn.
fortunate to attend the grand
opening of the impressive
We truly enjoyed Clément’s facilities for Mainline Motors,
power point presentation a Chrysler Fiat dealership in
highlighting his beginnings Watrous.
as a pilot and a few of the
many flying trips including M a n i t o u B e a c h m e a n s
International Flying Farmers providing the opportunity to
who were instrumental in dine and dance at Danceland
encouraging dedication to IFF. and that we did Saturday
He was pleased to provide evening. What a thrill to take
evidence through photos of a twirl on the horsehair floor!
Burl & Cathy Scherler, Wayne The 14-member brass band
& Terry Wilderman as well as provided definite toe-tapping
Jack & Merry Vandervalk with stamina.
whom we have travelled.
Following Sunday morning
Our schedule allowed us as worship, most headed home
well to present Skygrazers, a while a few stayed behind to
Story of Flying Farmers, a video
November/December 2018

allow a little more soaking in
mineral waters.

Answers to Trivia
(from page 8)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Charles Shultz
type of pyramid
Janet Guthrie
Napoleon Bonaparte
camels
large macaroni
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Kenneth and Gloria Reed’s 50th Anniversary Celebration
By Cynthia Shepppard
Friend of the Reeds

Lines of people were waiting
outside the Hiawatha Lodge
at Pipestone, MN in the late
afternoon of September 23.
What was the occasion? Who
were the celebrities inside?
Upon entering the doorway,
we met the honorees, Kenneth
and Gloria Reed, who greeted
over 250 people who had
come to help celebrate their
50 years of married life.
The entire lodge was filled
with long tables, decorated for
the celebration by the Reed’s
Mennonite friends. Within
a short period of time, the
tables were filled, and guests
were directed to the outdoor
patio, where additional tables
held the guests. A delicious
roast beef meal was served
with creative, scrumptious
cupcakes for dessert.
18
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So, after a meeting at the
As guests toured the memory lanes, a romance began and
lane display, they were able culminated in their wedding
to see Gloria’s wedding dress on July 20, 1968. After a
that came out of its dry- honeymoon in Estes Park,
cleaning box after 50 years. they lived for a time with his
Following the ceremony, the parents, while the parents
dress had been preserved for built a new home.
$10.40 by Toggery Cleaners.
The dress was purchased from After growing up a city gal,
JC Penneys for $82.69, which Gloria learned to milk, clean
the separator, and gather
eggs. For 44 years, Gloria
was a milkmaid while Kenneth
raised hogs and farmed the
land. In 1980, Kenneth got
his pilot’s license and the
couple joined Flying Farmers.
This group has brought many
friendships and good times
included the veil and hoop. of travel. In 2016, Gloria
Also on display were the was named the International
bridesmaid dress, ring bearer Flying Farmer Queen.
pillow, flower girl basket,
waitresses’ apron, garters and Many family and friends shared
the evening with stories and
the wedding cake topper.
memories of the honored
Gloria opened the program couple. Their “adopted kids”,
by introducing the wedding Tim and Katie, have been a
party. She then shared how big part of their lives since the
she and Kenny met. She twins were born. The Reeds
was working at Pepsi-Cola in enjoy following their many
Pipestone and Kenneth was activities.
a sub on her dad’s bowling
team for a local tournament. The remainder of the program
included roasts and toasts to
November/December 2018

the couple, including their
involvement in “Helping Kids
Round First”, a Nicaraguan
m is s io n to bring sports
equipment to children there.
Kenneth has been actively
involved with Lifescape and
Dakotabilities, helping to
host camp along the Big
Sioux River, June through
September. Other memories
were shared by the Reeds’
carpenter, classmates, church
friends and Flying Farmer
friends.

Special Feature

Minnkota member Earl Geide will be celebrating
his 99th birthday on November 12th. He looks
forward to receiving mail and phone calls. His cell
phone number is 605-254-6923. Cards may be
mailed to:
26245 461st Avenue

Over the period of 50 years,
Hartford, SD 57033
all is not smooth sailing.
Kenneth was diagnosed with
colon cancer in 1998 and the
couple endured stray voltage
on their farm, resulting in
Crab Rangoon Dip
the loss of livestock. But
the couple worked together,
		
2 cups crab meat
endured the hardships with
		
16 oz. cream cheese
faith, and are thankful for
		
1/2 cup sour cream
their lives together.
		
4 green onions, chopped
		
1 1/2 tsp. Worcestershire Sauce
Also displayed on one of the
		
2 Tbsp powdered sugar
tables was a plaque that had
		
1/2 tsp garlic powder
been received by the couple
		
1/2 tsp lemon juice
from a friend. It reads: “I
want to live my life in the fast
1. First soften the cream cheese (about 20-30 seconds in
lane, but I am married to a
microwave)
speed bump.” Despite the
2. Chop green onions and add them to the crab meat.
differences, this celebrated
3. Add sour cream and Worcestershire Sauce, powdered
couple has made marriage
sugar, garlic powder and lemon juice
work for 50 years.
4. Mix all indredients and bake for 30 minutes at 350 degrees F.
5. Serve hot with chips, fried wontons or pork rinds.

November/December 2018
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The occasion on that night so many years ago
Was the answer for mankind and his ego
The message of love and peace rang from all
around
It was heard and understood by leaps and
bound
May the words used to announce the birth of
Jesus
Be with all the IFF membership this Christmas
Clément and Sylvia Dion
2018-2019 President

Although the miles are many
and our meetings may be few.
This card is sent to tell you
that we miss you all year
through.
Our thoughts are always with
you and this greeting is so true.
So have a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year too.
Diana & Monte Billheimer
IFF Secretary/Treasurer

. . . we saw His star in the East and have
come to worship Him.
Matthew 2:2

Wishing you the peace of Christmas and
may your New Year shine with possibility!
Merry Christmas from
IFF Man & Woman of the Year
Gordon & Velda Beidler
Best Wishes,
IFF Queen Cheryl & Red Cap Lynn
20
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May your life be filled with
the blessings of joy, love ,
hope and peace this Christmas
Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Pat Amdor
Office Manager

May your heart and
home be filled with
peace, love and joy this
holiday season.
Dave & Mary
Hawthorne
Region 4 Director

November/December 2018
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Have a Happy
Holy Christmas
Season.

Duchess Rhonda and
Region 6 Director Dale Bohrer

Audrey Ledgerwood
Region 9 Director

Director

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year from
sunny, warm Arizona

May you have a
blessed Christmas
and a Joyful
New Year

Region 10 Director
Sue & Jamie Sossaman

Jack & Merrry Vandervalk
Region 11 Director
22
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Fun Christmas Facts

1. “Jingle Bells” was written for Thanksgiving, not Christmas. The song was written in
1857 by James Lord Pierpont and published under the title “One Horse Open Sleigh”. It was
supposed to be played in the composer’s Sunday school class during Thanksgiving as a way
to commemorate the famed Medford sleigh races. ”Jingle Bells” was also the first song to be
broadcast from space.
2. Rudolph’s red nose is probably the result of a parasitic infection of his respiratory
system. According to Roger Highfield, the author of the book “The Physics of Christmas: From
the Aerodynamics of Reindeer to the Thermodynamics of Turkey” the world’s most famous
reindeer has a red nose due to a parasite. However, Rudolf’s relationship with his parasite is
symbiotic: after all, the red nose illuminates the path through the winter night for the whole
reindeer team.
3. In the Netherlands, Sinterklaas (the Dutch version of Santa Claus) arrives from Spain,
not from the North Pole. And that’s not the only weird thing about the Dutch Christmas.
Sinterklaas has his little helpers, but they are not adorable hard-working elves: they are blackfaced boys and girls who can steal your kids if they misbehave, and bring them to back Spain
which is, according to the Dutch, a severe punishment.
4. In Germany, Poland, and Ukraine, finding a spider or a spider’s web on a Christmas
tree is believed to be a harbinger of good luck. According to one legend, a spider wove a
blanket for Baby Jesus, according to the other – a spider web on the Christmas tree turned silver
and gold once the sunlight touched it. One way or another, decorating a Christmas tree with
artificial spiders and spider webs will inevitably bring you luck and prosperity!
November/December 2018
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Michigan Air Tour 2018
By Hortense Verberg
Ontario Flying Farmer
The Michigan Air Tour took
place September 21, 22, 23
with an optional BBQ on the
Thursday evening, September
20. The format for the tour was
a little different this year - we
flew to one central location,
Gladwin (KGDW), and had
daily fly-outs from there.

mean hamburgers & hot dogs
in the US.
Friday morning was still
s o m e w h a t o ve r c a s t b u t
extremely windy. The decision
was made at breakfast that the
MAT would not be flying that
day. Any pilot who wanted to
fly, did so on his own. No one
chose to fly. The original plan
was to fly to Frankenmuth
(66G) in the morning, tour
the town, have lunch there
and then fly to Canadian
Lakes (0C5) in the afternoon,
returning to Gladwin in time
for dinner. A school bus was
rented to drive to Canadian
Lakes, around noon. It would
have been too much driving
and no time to sight see had
we tried to go to both airports.
However, several did take a
15-passenger van and drove
to both locations, but it was
very rushed.

Most Canadians on the tour
planned to arrive on the
Thursday, allowing ample time
for clearing customs. Adrian
& I had planned to be in the
air by 10:00 on the Thursday
morning. However, Mother
Nature was not planning to
cooperate in the weather
department on Thursday,
so we decided to leave on
Wednesday instead. We were
in the air by noon, cleared
customs in Saginaw (KMBS) by
14:30 and arrived at Gladwin
shortly after 15:00. One
Canadian plane was already
there, from Marathon. An
American plane also arrived We had a short presentation
on the history of Canadian
that afternoon.
Lakes, a private residential
Thursday was not a good community, followed by a
flying day in Michigan and driving tour of the area and
only a few IFR pilots were able ending up at the “castle”,
to fly into Gladwin. Several a large recreation building
others drove, so there was a which resembles a castle.
decent turnout for the BBQ Canadian Lakes consists of
which, by the way, does not
24
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11 square miles of rolling
hills, serene waterways and
lush greenlands. There are
700 acres of all-sport lakes,
5 beaches, 3 golf courses,
dining, tennis, pickle ball,
softball, indoor and outdoor
pools, volleyball, sledding
hills, a 4200’ lighted grass strip
and the list goes on and on something for everyone. The
community was conceived and
developed by Don Bollman.
In his youth, Bollman had a
very promising major league
baseball career until he was
in a car accident and was
badly burned, especially
his hands. After many
operations and several years
of hospitalization, Bollman
purchased an appliance store
and then launched into land
development. Bollman named
the community Canadian Lakes
because the area reminded
him of Canada, where he
spent many summers in his
youth. For more information
on Canadian Lakes, visit:
www.canadianlakes.org
Saturday was a gorgeous
day, perfect for flying. After
breakfast at the Gladwin
Airport, we flew to Bois Blanc
Island (6Y1) located in the

tour despite the weather.
We v i s i t e d s o m e ve r y
Straits of Mackinac, just north
interesting communities. The
of Cheboygan. We were well
received by the locals, who A large group of residents from OFF was well represented
took us in their vehicles for the Sugar Springs community by: John & Anne Donkers,
a tour of the airport area of were on hand to watch us all Jamie & Karen McCague and
fly in to their grass strip. Then Adrian & Hortense Verburg.
the island.
we were loaded into their Approximately half of the
There are many buildings vehicles and given a tour of participating aircraft had
on the island but only 50 – their 4-season recreational Canadian registrations.
60 people are year round community.
residents. There is a grocery There are more than 1400
vacation/retirement homes
on 4000 acres. About half of
the residents are there yearInteresting Airplane Facts
round. There are 2 all-sports
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•
The world’s largest
passenger plane is the Airbus
A380. It is a double-decker
four-engine jetliner. It made
its first flight on April 27, 2005.

Bloc Blanc Island Church

store/restaurant, a one room
school, two churches, a
community centre, historical
society/museum building, a
government dock, post office,
tavern and airport. The only
way on or off the island is by
water or air for 9 months of the
year. In the winter it is only by
air (when the weather allows),
unless an ice bridge forms
between Bois Blanc Island
and Cheboygan (which does
not happen every winter).
After a lunch of subs and
chips (no hydro on the island
after Friday’s windstorm) we
flew to Sugar Springs Airpark
(5M6), a beautiful 3500’ grass
strip located approximately 10
miles north of Gladwin.

•
The world’s fastest
airplane is the Lockheed SR71 Blackbird, flying at 2,193
lakes, golf course, indoor pool, miles per hour. It has held the
fitness centre, rec building, record for nearly 40 years.
tennis, pickle ball, camping
According to Popular
and many social activities. •
The air strip has adjoining Mechanics, sitting in the tail of
property for a home and/or an airplane improves chances
hangar. After our tours, we of accident survival by 40%.
were taken to the Hearth
The Antonov AN-225
Restaurant at the golf course •
for a delicious dinner, before cargo jet is the largest plane
flying back to Gladwin before in the world. It is nearly as
the sun went down. For more big as a football field from
info in Sugar Springs visit: nose to tail and wingtip to
wingtip. It was originally built
www.sugarsprings.net.
to transport a space plane.
Sunday was another gorgeous
Approximately
day, perfect for flying home, •
after breakfast at the airport 95.7% of those involved
once again. It was a great in a plane crash survive it.
Verbergs at Salt Springs

November/December 2018
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Rosella Bjornson receives the Alberta Lieutenant
Governors Order of Excellence Award
Submitted By Colette Pierce
Manitoba Flying Farmer
This article and photo are reprinted from the Alberta Order
of Excellence with permission
from Gayle Stannard, Executive Director

Rosella’s passion for flying
only intensified with age. As
Rosella Bjornson was born in a toddler, she sat on her dad’s
Lethbridge in 1947 and raised knee holding the controls of
on her parents’ farm near the Aeronca.
Champion. Rosella’s future
Captain Rosella Bjornson is an became apparent early in While her dad taught her many
icon in the field of aviation. childhood. While farm work of the technical skills required
An Alberta trailblazer, she was a clear priority, free time to become a successful
is the first female airline jet was often spent in the sky. pilot, he was also a positive
pilot in Canada, as well as Her father learned to fly after role model who instilled
the first female First Officer World War II and purchased confidence. As the oldest of
three sisters, Rosella was
on a twin-engine jet in North a two-seat Aeronca Champ.
expected to help out on the
America. Rosella paved the
way for women to enter the From the time Rosella was a farm, often taking on roles and
world of aviation. Then she baby, she was most at ease responsibilities not typically
went on to enhance their in the air; her mother told assigned to a young female.
rights by playing a pivotal role stories of Rosella falling asleep Rosella handled tractors and
in expanding maternity leave in her arms while in the back other farm machinery and did
seat during family flights. so with her father’s support
benefits for female pilots.
have to have another one.”

“Live your dream. Do what
you love. Cherish every
moment along the way. Be
brave. Take risks. Create
your own happiness.
Have an open mind and
open heart. Make a real
difference in the world.
Set a goal that nobody else
has achieved. Never give
up. Dream big. Be fearless.
Make every moment count
and be flexible because
sometimes your goals
don’t always work. You
26
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and encouragement.

When the time came to discuss
career options with her high
school’s guidance counsellor,
her decision had already been
made. Unsurprisingly, Rosella
wanted to pursue life as a pilot
- despite the fact that there
were no female airline pilots in
North America. The guidance
counsellor was initially stunned
by her unusual plan, but by
the end of their conversation,
was encouraging her to put
everything she had into
achieving her goal. On that
front, Rosella was already
moving full steam ahead.
Much to her surprise, formal
flight training began on her
17th birthday. The family
drove into Lethbridge for what
seemed like a typical shopping
trip. But instead of stopping to
get groceries, they drove right
through town to the airport,
where Rosella went for her
first official flying lesson at the
Lethbridge Flying Club. Thirtyfive hours of flight time with
an instructor were required to
earn a private license. Rosella
accomplished this during the
summer holidays between
Grades 11 and 12. She was
one step closer to a career as
a pilot and she wasn’t going
to let anything hold her back—
particularly her gender.
Rosella believed that if she met
or exceeded every potential
employment requirement an
airline would have to hire
her eventually. Air Canada
told her they preferred to
hire university graduates. So,

Special Feature

upgraded to a Captain with
Canadian Airlines, becoming
in 1966, Rosella enrolled in the first female Captain on the
the University of Calgary’s Boeing 737 in Canada. Later
Bachelor of Science program, in her career, airline mergers
majoring in geography and saw her flying for Canadian
geology. During summer Airlines International, Air
breaks she continued to Canada and Zip. During this
fly, earning her commercial time, she was a member of
license and instructor’s rating. the Canadian Airline Pilots
After graduating in 1970, Association.
Rosella moved east to become
a flight instructor for the Rosella feels that she has
Winnipeg Flying Club, knowing always been treated with
that being an instructor would respect by her peers, but
help her build the experience also recalls the surprise of
required by airlines. In 1973, passengers and air traffic
after being passed over by controllers when they heard a
several airlines, Rosella’s woman’s voice coming across
determination paid off when the PA system or the radio.
she was hired by Transair.
In addition to serving as Rosella had 18,000 flying
a stepping stone in her hours under her pilot’s cap
career, Rosella’s time as a when she retired in 2004.
flight instructor was also a Over the years, there were
milestone in her personal life. many flights that stood out as
It was during this time that being special. On one of her
she met her future husband, first flights, from Winnipeg
Bill, also a pilot, at the flight to Churchill and then on to
school. Rosella and Bill wed Whitehorse, her parents were
on board, and were amazed
in 1977.
at the northern lights dancing
When hired by Transair in across the sky. They beamed
1973, she checked out as with pride as they watched
First Officer on the F-28, a their daughter handle the
twin-engine passenger jet, big aircraft. Those northern
becoming the first woman routes were some of Rosella’s
to fly as a First Officer on favourites, as they gave her
a jet in North America. In the opportunity to fly more
1980, after Transair was independently than in areas
purchased by Pacific Western with heavier traffic. This
Airlines, Rosella transferred to reminded her of what she
Edmonton where she became loved so much about flying.
a First Officer on their fleet of
Boeing 737 jets. In 1990, she
November/December 2018
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Not only did Rosella break into
a male-dominated field, but
she made it a better place for
the women who followed in
her footsteps. When Rosella
was pregnant with her first
child, she was placed on
immediate personal leave
instead of sick or maternity
leave. When, several years
later, she was pregnant with
her second child, she worked
with Transport Canada to
loosen the rules on flying—as
a pilot or passenger—while
pregnant. As a result, the
rules were changed so that
women could fly, under a
doctor’s supervision, right up
until their last trimester.
In many respects,
Rosella doesn’t treat her
accomplishments as anything
out of the ordinary; in her
mind, she simply set her goals
and reached them. But she
has certainly blazed a trail
for female pilots, and still
actively encourages women to
consider a career in aviation.
She remains involved with
the Ninety-Nines, a women’s
pilot organization that boasts
Amelia Earhart as its first
president. She has served
Canada’s Aviation Hall of
Fame as Secretary/Treasurer
and administrator for 10 years
as a volunteer. She is also
involved with the Canadian
Women in Aviation, Women
in Aviation International and
Elevate Aviation - which
promotes aviation as a career
28
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choice for women. Rosella is
also a member of the Alberta
Aviation Council, International
Flying Farmers, International
Society of Women Airline
Pilots and the International
Cessna 170 Association.
Her efforts have not gone
unnoticed. In 1985, Alberta
Career Development and
Employment featured Rosella
on its “Dream/Dare/Do”
poster, created to inspire
young students. Rosella is an
inductee in Canada’s Aviation
Hall of Fame and has an
Order of Flight Companion
from the City of Edmonton.
She has been recognized
by the Women in Aviation
International Pioneer Hall
of Fame, the Ninety-Nines
and the Western Canada
Aviation Museum. Rosella
has received the Northern
Lights Aero Foundation Elsie
McGill Pioneer Award, the
National Transportation Award
of Achievement and has a
Master’s Commendation from
the Honourable Company of
Air Pilots. In 2015, Canada
Post honoured Rosella with
her own commemorative
stamp.
To this day, Rosella and her
husband still fly, and her
father’s plane remains in her
hangar outside of Sherwood
Park. One of her proudest
achievements is having been
November/December 2018

able to balance full-time work
as a pilot with raising her
two children, Kenneth and
Valerie. She currently enjoys
spending time with her four
grandchildren. Rosella is living
proof that, when it comes to
living your dream, the sky is
the limit.

Crack Potatoes
(Highly Addictive!)
2 (16 oz.) containers sour
cream
2 cups cheddar cheese,
shredded
3 (3 oz.) bags real bacon
bits (or real bacon)
2 packages Ranch Dip Mix
1 large bag frozen hash
brown potatoes
Combine first 4 ingredients
Mix in hash browns
Spread into a 9 X 13 pan
Bake at 400 o F for 45-60
minutes
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The International Flying Farmer

29

Special Feature

Ontario October Fly-In
Wiarton-Keppel International Airport (CYVV)
By Alice Jones
Ontario Flying Farmers
Although the weather did
not allow for a large number
of attendees flying in, there
were 5 pilots who brought
their craft to the Airport. Four
antique tractors were parked
near the building for viewing.
Following a social time over
tea, coffee and butter tarts,
the group enjoyed a bountiful
pot luck lunch. Lucky draw
winners were John Donkers,
Paula Brooks -Lounsbury,
Glynda Matheson and Mary
Hawthorne. Following lunch,
the group travelled a short
way t o Re g a l Po i n t E l k
Farm, home of Eric and Dale
Robinson. After meeting us
on the tarmac Eric gave us
information on the origins of
Regal Point.

get the antlers. The Hunt Club
pays $25, 000 to acquire the
animal. Hard antlers are also
supplied to the pet industry
for dog chews.

Eric with set of antlers

antlers and velvet. Only bulls
grow antlers; they grow and
lose a new set of antlers each
year. Antlers at the harvest
stage (velvet stage) sell
for $50.00 per pound. The
velvet is used for medicinal
purposes in the treatment of
arthritis, osteoarthritis, and
muscles maladies, as well
as in the treatment of sport
injuries. Antlers are also
used to produce dog chews;
After growing up on a dairy 50,000 pounds of antler are
farm, Eric went into the sold annually for this purpose.
business world. Having retired Another source of income
from that stage of his life, he from the elk is the sale of
invested in raising Elk at a breeding stock and semen.
time when Elk Farming was Over ½ of the semen sold
a budding industry. However, by Regal Point goes into the
when Chronic Wasting Disease United States. Elk are also
(CWD) hit, the fad of raising sold to Hunt Clubs for the
Elk for meat fell off. Now purpose of hunting. Hunters
Regal Point’s main revenue are willing to pay $50,000
comes from selling trophy dollars to hunt the elk and
30
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Moving into the large, animalhandling building we were
shown the equipment which
enables containment of the
elk for worm treatment, ear
tagging, testing for TB and
brucellosis, etc. A large,
thickly padded, table holds the
animal, doors underneath the
table allow access to different
parts of the animal. One of
the most common reasons
for restraining an animal in
this apparatus is to remove
porcupine needles. Elk are
curious, and porcupines are
protective! Next, we saw the
arrangement of gates in a
pen used to contain an animal
in an upright position for
treatment. All of the elk sold
by Regal Point to an abattoir
are tested for CWD. This
provides proof that all animals
on the farm are free of CWD,
which helps with the sale of a
live animal.

Outside again and onto a
wagon, we were taken to
the pasture area, where we
saw innovative self-closing
gates, and feeders which
automatically set out the
proper amount of feed, as

Eric standing by gate that opens when
something touches top spring-loaded
bar and then self closes

controlled by Eric’s cell phone.
The bulls are in with the cows
from the 1st of September to
the end of October. Gestation
is 9 months; thus calving
begins in June. During the
breeding season, bulls must
be kept isolated from other
bulls. A bull will be in with a
group of cows and in the next
pen will be some immature
animals and then the next
bull will be in a field further
on. The young are about 35
pounds at birth and need to
be caught within 24 hours in
order for the handler to be
able to catch them. After one
day, they can outrun a man.
The feeding program for
the elk is: summer - grass,
winter - hay and a supplement
is used in between. The
supplement consists of 75%
oats and 25 % corn. Elk eat
about ½ as much hay as
cattle, so they are less costly

Special Feature
to feed. At Regal Point, elk
are processed at an abattoir
only twice a year and are
sold only by whole carcasses.
This eliminates much of
Reverse osmosis machine
the handling and eases the The sap then moves into
manpower requirements.
the evaporator which is
heated by electricity. As it is
Moving further down the back a closed system the steam
lane we arrived at the Sugar produced by the boiling
Bush and the second source sap goes into compression
of income for the farm. Each where it is heated to 230
spring, 3000 taps are put in degrees Fahrenheit. The
and connected to miles of vinyl heating elements then
tubing. The sap flows from the shut down as the steam
tree through the tubing into a is producing the needed
large vat. When this vat fills, heat. When the electric
a sump pump moves it into heating units are needed
another tank, which holds it again they will start up, all
until it is moved inside to the by means of a computer
reverse osmosis tank, where which monitors the heat and
80 % of the water is removed. brings the elements back
on when necessary. Maple
syrup density is measured
in Brix. As the sap goes
through the production
process the Brix goes from
2 to 66. The syrup which
has been produced then
goes through a filter press
Sap flows from lines into holding tank
before sump pump moves it

Holding tank for Brix 12 sap

Eric explaining how steam from
the boiling sap is compressed by
this machine to create heat for the
evaporator
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and is bottled and boiled to
seal it. All equipment in the
processing area is made of
stainless steel, making it longlasting and easily cleaned.
The interior walls and ceiling
of the sugar shack are made
of polyethylene sheet and
the concrete floor has an
epoxy coating, so a pressure
washer will quickly clean all
surfaces. Dale’s smart phone
can control the operation
of the evaporator and the
reverse 0smosis machine. The
evaporator also has a touch
screen control which monitors
and adjusts production
providing a consistent product.
For the past seven years,
Regal Point has worked with
the local Rotary Club by
hosting Maple Magic. During

Special Feature

Did you know . . .

This is a major fundraiser for The full name of Rembrandt,
Wiarton Rotary Club.
the famous Dutch artist of
the 1600s was Rembrandt
After thanking Eric for the Harmenszoon
van
Rijn.
tour and information on the
elk and maple syrup operation The World Balloon Conwe were off for home; some vention takes place annuthinking of the pancakes ally in San Diego, California.
they would soon be enjoying Nearly 1,000 balloon artists
with the maple syrup they and vendors from around
purchased at the farm.
the world gather to participate in balloon competitions.
“The Love Bug” is an American movie released by Disney
in 1969. Its central character was a car named “HerFrustrated child:
“How bie”, a Volkswagon Beetle
soon will I be old enough that could think for itself and
to do as I please?” helped its owner win races.
Parent: “I don’t know. Nobody has ever lived that long.”

The Nessus sphinx hawk
moth caterpillar makes a distinctive sound when threatened. It makes a crackling, spitting sound that is
a bit like static on a radio.

Teacher:
“Can
anyone tell me why the U.S.
Capitol has a rotunda?” The dodo bird, which became
extinct in 1681, was once
Finished products that are for sale
Student:
“So politicians abundant on the island of
this 2-weekend event fresh can run around in circles.” Mauritius in the Indian Ocean.
European explorers discovpancake meals and snacks
ered the island, and it became
are sold as well as maple
a stopover location.
The
cotton candy, and waffles Never test the depth of birds were a source of food.
on a stick. There are games water with both feet!
and activities for children and
The hala fruit grows in Australia and on some Pacific isadults including a log sawing
One
eye
to
the
othlands. The fruit of the Pancontest, a playground and
er:
“Between
you
and
danus tree looks like a big,
walking trail in the bush, and
something
smells. gnarly pinecone. It is hard
pony rides and petting zoo. me,
on the outside and pulpy on
the inside, with sweet juice.
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Busiest Airports This Thanksgiving
Based on data, travelers can make smarter choices about their travel plans and a travel insurance purchase.
In an effort to help empower travelers to make more informed decisions when it comes to
2018 Thanksgiving travel plans, Hopper and InsureMyTrip research teams reveal what airports
and flights to avoid, the best time to buy, and how the latest data trends can aid travelers
when comparing travel insurance benefits.
Summary
The data revealed the following trends for Thanksgiving 2018:
		
• Busiest day to depart for Thanksgiving: Wednesday, November 21
		
• Busiest day to return from Thanksgiving: Sunday, November 25
		
• Top Busiest Airports & Times (local time):
				
1. Atlanta (ATL) - 8:00am
				
2. Los Angeles (LAX) - 7:00am
				
3. Chicago (ORD) - 6:00pm
				
4. Dallas (DFW) - 9:00am
				
5. Denver (DEN) - 10:00am
				
6. New York (JFK) - 6:00pm
The busiest day to depart for the Thanksgiving holiday this year is Wednesday, November 21,
while the busiest day to return is Sunday, November 25.
Best Protection For Flight Delays
Based on these data results, travelers can make smarter choices about their travel plans and
travel insurance purchases. For example, passengers with departing flights at busier airports
are more likely to utilize a travel delay benefit and, therefore, may want to compare travel
insurance policies with better delay protection. Travel delay benefits vary with each travel
insurance provider, generally between a 5 and 24-hour window. The benefit is designed to
provide reimbursement for reasonable meals and accommodations while unable to travel.
Tip: Travelers must be delayed for a certain number of hours before this benefit can be applied. When comparing travel insurance, look for the minimum delay time (typically, starting
at 5 hours) to start qualifying for coverage as soon as possible.
Best Protection For Delayed Bags
Travelers may also want to ensure baggage delay coverage is included under a selected
comprehensive travel insurance plan. Baggage delay coverage generally becomes active after
belongings have been delayed for a specified period of time, typically 12 or 24 hours. When
comparing travel insurance, look for a maximum per-person coverage amount as well as a
per-day limit. For example, some policies may offer $500 per person to purchase incidentals,
but only allow $200 to be spent per day.
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2018 IFF Convention
Wichita, Kansas

Wichita is a city with a lot of history. Many firsts began in Wichita.   Clyde Cessna was a
farmer south of Wichita before building his airplanes there.
At one time twenty aircraft manufacturers called Wichita home. During
World War II, the population increased from 110,000 to 184,000 due
to the aircraft industry. Every B-52 that is still flying today was built in
Wichita. “Doc” a famous B-52, is being refurbished and will be housed
at Eisenhower airport and we will be touring this facility. Most of the
military training aircrafts were manufactured in Wichita. In the 1960’s
over half of the light weight aircrafts were built there.

Doc

Many firsts started their businesses in Wichita. White Castle hamburger
restaurants were the first hamburger chain in the country. Coleman
industries, Bigdog motorcycles, Pizza Hut and KOCH industries are
just a few that called Wichita home.
“Cowtown” was a very early name for Wichita because of the cattle drives that originated in
Texas and ended in Wichita to be put on rail cars and shipped to different areas of the United
States.
Sedgwick, the county in which Wichita is housed, was named after General John Sedgwick,
the highest-ranking Union officer to die on the battlefield in the Civil War. Wyatt Earp, the
famous lawman, was a city policeman for Wichita before his battle at the O.K. Corral.
Some of the tastiest treats in Wichita are at the Nut
House where we will be stopping on one of our outings.
If you can’t find something to satisfy your sweet tooth,
then it’s not made. Another place I’m sure the ladies
will like (and any man who dabbles in the kitchen) is the
Spice House. You name it - they have it.

Nifty Nut House
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These are just a few of the places where we will be
stopping when you come to Wichita, Kansas for the 2019
International Flying Farmers Convention.
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‘Round the Regions
the celebration of IFF Man and
Woman of the Year, Gordon
and Velda Beidler. You won’t
want to miss it! More info will
be in the next magazine.
By Tina Wharton Meanwhile, Region One wishes
Delmarva Flying Farmer everyone a Happy Thanksgiving
and a very Merry and Blessed
Season’s Greetings to all our Christmas!
Flying Farmer friends. Fall has
found our farmers busy in the
fields harvesting their crops.
We definitely had plenty of
rain this past season.
Pennsylvania will host a Region
One Thanksgiving event at the
home of Region One Director,
Keith Vogt and his lovely wife,
Kathy on Saturday, November
17th at 1pm.

a plane there, and some
paperwork wrinkles haven’t
been ironed out yet. If we
can’t get licensing details
sorted out, and if the wet
season comes early, we will
still see Northern Australia .
However, we will have to be
content with flying commercial
and renting a car. We always
say that the journey is just as
interesting as the destination.
So, however we get around
we will surely enjoy our time
back in Australia once again!
We will return to Canada Dec.
30 and will then stay in our
condo in Osoyoos, BC until
April.

I received sad news of the
passing of Ed Byre, a long
By Colette Pierce time SD Flying Farmer. Funeral
Manitoba Flying Farmer services were held September
19th at Zion Lutheran Church
Ken
and
I
attended
the
in Chamberlain, SD.
New Jersey will host Region
Saskatchewan
Flying
Farmers
One’s Christmas party on
December 1st at 12:30pm Convention October 19-20. There was an open house to
at the Flemington Woman’s The location once again was celebrate Ken & Gloria Reed’s
Club. This will also be an the fabulous Manitou Beach 50th wedding anniversary
87th Birthday celebration for Spa. It is always wonderful to on Sunday, September 23rd
catch up on everyone’s news at the Hiawatha Lodge in
George Conard!
and find out how harvest Pipestone, MN. Gloria had her
wedding dress on display, as
Delmarva is busy planning went.
the MidAtlantic Convention for
the Spring of 2019. We have This November Ken and I are
decided that Dover, Delaware flying Air Canada to Australia
is the location and the date is to tour there until Dec 31.
April 26th-28th. We plan to We have a 182 plane rental
visit the Dickinson Plantation lined up in Darwin as we hope
as well as the Air Mobility to fly Northern Territories
Command Museum at the - i n p a r t i c u l a r Ka k a d u .
Dover Air Force Base. The The licensing and security
big event, however, will be paperwork are more involved
Gloria & Ken Reed
than the last time we rented
November/December 2018
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well as other mementos from
that glorious occasion when
those two lovebirds tied the
knot.

‘Round the Regions

A big thank you goes out to
Region 3 for their hospitality
I w o u l d l i k e t o w i s h a at their Convention. Rhonda
Happy Thanksgiving to all and I had a great time.
our American Flying Farmer
Friends!
Don’t forget the Heartland
Christmas party December
4th in Johnstown, Colorado.
Also, the Kansas Christmas
party on December 8th (check
their newsletter for time and
place).

Washington and loaded on a
bus to travel to the Manhattan
Project B Reactor. This was a
top-secret project in 1944 but
now is a National Historical
Park. Still the B Reactor can
only be toured by people with
reservations and by riding 40
minutes on a tour bus. This B
Reactor produced plutonium
for the atomic bomb exploded
on Nagasaki on August 9,
1945. The group picture was
taken in front of the B Reactor.
There were other reactors and
test sites during World War II,
but the B Reactor is the only
one left and it is a historical
landmark.

By Dale Bohrer

Iowa/Missouri Flying Farmer

By Colene Sager
Washington Flying Farmer

Harvest is off to a slow start
due to almost 30 inches of rain
On October 13 a group of
in September and October.
Flying Farmers met at the
Fortunately, it has been a
visitor center in Richland,
warm fall. Many combines
have been stuck in our area.
I hope harvest has gone well
in the west, sounds like some
fall planting is ongoing. I
will gladly share some of our
moisture with those who need
it.
We would like to extend our
thoughts and prayers for
those who have passed, to
our members who are sick or
injured and to those who have
had surgeries.
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The reactor

L to R: Jerry and Nina Richardson, Maxine and Burgess Lange, Colene and Art
Sager, Audrey and John Ledgerwood, Gerianne and Barney Buckley. Back L to
R: Larry King, Chris and Bob Clinesmith, Sheila and Andy Slinkard.
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Anita M. Meyer
1931-2018

Memorial

Anita M. Meyer, 87, of Gibson City
died at 2:45 p.m. Sunday (Oct.
14, 2018) at home surrounded
by her loving husband and
children.
She was born Oct. 1, 1931, in
Chicago, a daughter of Emeterio
and Natividad (Silva) Magana,
the third of five children.

Former IFF members
Elaine Smith – Indiana – August
19, 2018

Anita married James R. Meyer,
DVM, on June 18, 1955, in
Champaign. He survives. Her
daughter, Rae Ann, is deceased.
Her children are Nina Whitman
of Savoy and Angel Glahn of
El Paso; son James Meyer of
Tustin, Calif.; and daughter Elise
Marren of Chicago. She is also
survived by her siblings, Lupe
Magana, Dave Magana and
Josephine Schenk. She was
preceded in death by a brother,
Leonard.
Anita graduated with a Bachelor
of Science degree from the
Univesity of Illinois, Urbana/
Champaign. She taught specialneeds students in Urbana for
two years and fifth-grade in
Gibsson City until the birth of her
first child, Rae Ann, when she
became a full-time mom.
Anita was an active member of
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Church. She loved to read.
Anita had a special interest in
the stock market. As a member
of International Flying Farmers,
Anita spent many hours flying
with her husband across North
America and even abroad.

Ed Byre – South Dakota –
September 9, 2018
C. Maxine Nelson – Alberta –
October 13, 2018

God saw she was getting
tired and the cure was not
to be;
so He put His arms around
her and whispered, “Come
with Me.”
With tear filled eyes, in
silence, we saw her fade
away.
Although we loved her
dearly, we could not make
her stay.
A golden heart stopped
beating; our precious
daughter laid to rest.
God broke our hearts to
prove to us,
He takes only the best.
November/December 2018
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Chapter Supplies Available
through IFF - New Prices!

Queen’s Tiara
Trophy		
WOY Pin
Queen’s Pin
(w/year guard)
Year Guard
		

$45.00
$55.00
$15.00

________
________
________

$55.00
$30.00

________
________

TOTAL $________

Please add an additional $5 for shipping
Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of supplies ordered -- indicate year for the
trophy and pin under Additional Info”.
Please allow 6 weeks for the trophy,
tiara and pins, and 3-4 weeks for the
WOY pin.

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents: Make note
of the following deadlines for upcoming issues of the International
Flying Farmer magazine.
Issue			
January/February
March/April		
May/June		
July/August		
September/October
November/December

Deadline
Jan. 1
Mar. 1
May 1
July 1
Sept. 1
Nov. 1

Name: ____________________
Address: ___________________
_____________________________
City: ______________________
State/Prov: __________________
Zip/Postal: _________________
Mail check and order form to:
International Flying Farmers
P.O. Box 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

Please inform
the IFF office
when a member or former
member of
your chapter
passes away

Please remember
to notify the IFF
Office when you
change addresses
for the winter and
again when you
return home

NOTICES
IFF Memorial Scholarship
Fund Donations
All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax purposes
since the IFF Memorial
Scholarship Fund is a 501 (c)
(3) charitable institution. They
should be sent to:
IFF Past Presidents
c/o Don Leis
5315 Horatio Harris Creek Rd
Greenville, OH 45331-9332

IFF does not
accept credit
cards

NAME ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
SPOUSE ______________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
CHILD ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
CHILD ________________________________________________________________
Last
First
Middle
Birth date
Pilot ratings/total pilot hours
ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE _________________________ CELL PHONE_______________________
EMAIL _______________________________________________________________
OCCUPATION _________________________________________________________
AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________________
		
Year		
Make		
Model		
N-number

IFF Member DUES:
$85 per year
Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse
& all children living at home.

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers
Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________
Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility
or control for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation,
3-the situations when individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members
or guests choose to use. Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is
assumed or implied by the IFF, its Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America. While
originally founded by farmers and ranchers who
owned aircraft, the membership now consists of
individuals from all walks of life, from storeowners
and factory workers to bankers and lawyers. Direct
involvement in agriculture or aviation is not, in and
of itself, a requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is: To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and
mutual helpfulness among its members; to explore
and emphasize the importance of flying and the
use of the airplane in agricultural production,
including the breeding, raising and feeding of
livestock; and to engage in research and extension
service, including publishing magazines or other
periodicals to disseminate among its members
information pertaining to the purposes of the
organization.

