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Official Reports

President’s Report
By Wayne Wilderman
Alberta Flying Farmer
there. This also adds to the air
traffic over head but at a much
lower level. At least once a
week, the war birds fly by. The
very distinctive sound and sight
of the B17 or B25 is common
here. The urge to go flying runs
strong around here, as the many
GA aircraft fly over us.
From North of the 49th Parallel
Sharing Life’s Experiences
As I sit here in the Arizona sun
thinking about this month’s
article, the 9:30 am sun has not
yet gotten too warm for my
northern white skin to handle
while lying back in the chair with
a cap over my eyes. The only
real sounds I hear are the airline
traffic on final or departure from
Sky Harbor. It is not annoying,
just constant. You see, some
24 airlines use PDX. What is of
note is about 1200 A/C per day,
some 120,000 passengers and
800 tons of cargo come here
daily. In 2014 they had 430,461
landings and takeoffs and
42,134,662 passengers use it.
Yet as the tenth busiest U.S.
airport, it handles its traffic well.
Our condo is also not far from
Falcon Field where the
Commemorative Air Force calls
home. Over 700 A/C also reside
4

Now as we move toward spring,
the majority of our chapter
conventions have been taking
place or will soon be doing so.
Much of the planning has been
done. In many cases the officers
and directors will not change
much. As our organization
numbers decline, so do the
bodies to put the events
together. Still when you read
the chapter newsletters, all of
them have interesting things to
report on the places they have
seen and things they have done
or are going to do. As a 71
year old organization, we as
Flying Farmers have a lot of
experiences and
good
memories to share.
Yes it is true that in some cases
“The seen that/done that” tag
could apply, but it really is much
more a statement about one’s
zeal to learn, achieve and expand
our horizons that I am referring
to. A great example was
Workshop in Las Vegas. Oh yes,
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there was the glitter and glitz
that is Vegas, but there was the
exploring of the desert
landscape from Red Rock
Canyon, Death Valley to Lake
Mead, Hoover Dam and even
the Grand Canyon by helicopter
for some and doing it with
people who as companions
make friendships that will last
for a lifetime.
Thank you to the Scherlers for
putting together and giving all
94 of us another good reason
to keep enjoying each other’s
company. With IFF Convention
in Springfield coming up in 148
days as of March 1st, this would
be a good time just to see if
another chapter member would
join you this year. What about
the grand kids? We have been
there two times now and
looking forward to seeing it yet
again. There is much to see and
absorb. It is almost in Middle
America, so driving or flying
times will be shorter for many.
Abe Lincoln’s life and times as a
lawyer, his political beginnings,
his Presidential Library and the
depictions of the Civil War
history make it absolutely a trip
to experience .
One of
America’s most iconic presidents
is there to greet you. Zelda is
doing all she can to make these
experiences easy on the body.
Continued on page 7-President
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Queen’s Report
By Diana Billheimer
Kansas Flying Farmer

Viva Las Vegas! What a great
time we had at the IFF
Workshop. Monte and I arrived
in Las Vegas on Sunday, January
24 just in time to get checked
in, suitcases to the room, and
then off to find our way to the
MGM Grand to watch the KA
performance of Cirque du
Soleil.
Wow,
what
a
performance! Monte was
amazed at the mechanics of the
show and would have loved to
go back stage to see it all. I
enjoyed the whole thing, but
leave it to my redcap, who
couldn’t quite understand the
story line, until I told him a day
later when he was talking about
it to someone else.
On Monday, we had a free day
to look around until the Meet and
Greet and the wonderful
entertainment of the Clark
County Children’s Choir. What
an amazing group of voices with
such a wide spread in the ages,
5-18! The amazing harmony
these kids were able to sing is
such a rarity these days in
children’s choirs. Music has
always been a big part of my

life, and I think it is so sad that
it is no longer a major
curriculum in our schools. I
always have music going on in
my house. Even if I’m not
actually listening to it, I have
music playing.
The Garden Orchard and the Red
Rock Canyon Tours were very
interesting and we loved the
scenery of the Red Rocks. We
enjoyed the Jersey Boys Show
in the Paris Las Vegas Hotel. The
seminars were very interesting,
and even though it has been
awhile since I have flown, the
iPad tips from Eric Kroiss, a
retired Blackhawk helicopter
pilot, were very enlightening. I
can see having an iPad to fly
with would make flying a lot
more interesting, having all that
information right in front of you.
The Banquet was a fun time with
good food and a very interesting
speaker, John Goetter who is
retired from NASA. His slide
show and way of speaking was
very informational. A Big Thank
You to Burl and Cathy Scherler
for the wonderful time they
planned out for us. Even
though Burl isn’t a fan of the
color Pink, I thought the
Flamingo was a nice place to
stay, and I didn’t have a
problem with all the pink.
March/April 2016

Monte and I walked the strip
several times, just watching all
the people and checking out all
the other hotels.
We
walked through the Venetian
twice looking at all the
architecture and pictures in this
hotel. We went through Caesar’s
Palace which seemed like it went
on forever. The Bellagio was
another beautiful hotel with the
Chinese New Year Garden with
all the flowers and monkeys
inside and the dancing waters
out in front of the hotel.
They were very pretty at night,
and we could watch them from
our room in the Flamingo.
Since we stayed a couple extra
days we also went on a bus tour
of Hoover Dam and walked
across the Mike O’CallaghanPat Tillman Memorial Bridge.
We also went on the tour inside
of the dam, and I had
remembered doing that before
with the Flying Farmers way
back when. I can’t remember if
it was an
International
Convention or if it was with the
California Chapter. We did do a
little bit of gambling, but I have
always said as a farmer, I didn’t
need to go to Las Vegas to lose
money. We farmers gamble
Continued on page 8-Queen
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Duchess’s Report
By Merry Vandervalk
Alberta Flying Farmer
Tuesday was a busy day touring
around the city and then going
out to an agricultural
experimental garden orchard.
With the aid of volunteer help
they were learning to grow
different fruit and vegetables in
the desert. Then off to the Red
Rock Canyon, a beautiful
mountain area. As the road
Jack and I made our way down climbed in elevation the trees
to Las Vegas but we couldn’t get and shrubs changed. It was
close to the hotel because of interesting to see the contrasts
heavy traffic so we decided to at the different elevations.
go to an RV Park for the night.
Sunday morning we took the car The Jersey Boys Show was next
to the hotel to check it out. on the program for the evening.
Found a good spot for the Life can be hard when you are
motor home and let the other in front of the public every day.
flying farmers who were bringing
their motor homes know about I certainly enjoyed all the
it.
speakers on Wednesday. The
first session was how to use the
On Sunday night, we went up iPad, second was figuring out
to the Hospitality Suite of Burl’s the weather and lastly to hear
to meet some more people who reports of the trips to the moon.
were coming to the workshop. John Goetter was a reporter and
Monday was a lazy day to look got to know the astronauts on a
around the city. In the evening, personal basis. This man got
we had snacks (it was almost a to places and see things that
meal) and then a Children’s were never told to the public. I
Choir sang to us. Some were found him very interesting. One
quite young and there were interesting story, he told us of a
some in Grade 12. I love to man who wanted to be an
hear kids sing and make music. astronaut. The man wrote a
This was followed by a board paper and went for an interview
meeting.
but did not get accepted. So
the next year he worked on his
6
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paper and went for another
interview and did not get into
the program. This happened 15
times before he finally got in.
All in all it was a great workshop
and everyone seemed to enjoy
all the excitement of that city.
The high roller took you high
enough to see over the city. The
hotels are really outstanding in
the night time with all the bright
lights on the buildings. Then I
wanted to see the surrounding
country in the daytime so we
went up again. The large wheel
does not stop so you get on and
off while it is moving. It takes
you over 500 feet in the air for
a 30 minute ride. Thanks to Burl
and Cathy for a great workshop.
Afterwards we went to the
Society of Range Management
annual meeting in Texas and
saw quite a different world.
The land was much flatter and
more grass. I think I would feel
safer flying around there. No
mountains.
Since we had some time we
dropped in at several flying
farmers on the way home. It
was wonderful to be welcomed
at each place. The flying farmers
are really great people.

Continued from page 4-President

Yet another upcoming event is
an intriguing departure from
what has been the norm for IFF.
It is the 2017 convention that
Treasurer Alex Knox is working
on. It promises to be an
experience that those who
take the plunge and come on
board won’t be disappointed.
Keep an eye on this one.
Memories are made of trips
like this.
For those of you who were not
with us in Las Vegas, it was
pleasing to have 15 people
attend the board meeting. Here
is a summary of what was
discussed at the board meeting
and in officer and director reports
to the members:
•

•

•

•

IFF Treasurer Alex Knox
reported
that
IFF
financials to date were in
order with no unexpected
expenses.
IFF Vice President Zelda
Lewis reported that the
IFF Convention in
Springfield, IL was
coming
together.
Donations
toward
convention venues are
always welcome.
Past President Burl
Scherler reported that the
Workshop will show a
good profit in spite of
high expenses.
Karen Bradd reported
that the IFF Directory is
progressing a little slower
than hoped but still on
track for delivery at the
Springfield Convention.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

IFF representative to
MAAM (Mid America Air
Museum) Jack Jenkinson
briefed us on the need for
some funding of the
Museum. The Board has
responded to that need
with
a
$500.00
Foundation Membership
and ongoing funding of
$100.00 a year.
The
Board
also
contributed a onetime
contribution of $150.00
toward a wall panel on
the 737 jet classroom
facility at the museum.
IFF Convention 2017 –
IFF Treasurer Alex Knox
briefed the Board on his
endeavors
to
put
together the Convention
using a cruise to Alaska
as the venue.
The Board moved to have
the By-laws Committee
study the options that
could better define
accommodating
companionship
attendance at IFF
functions and other
chapter related issues.
Past President Burl
Scherler discussed the
potential to put together
an air flight to Panama in
January 2017.
The
potential to go to Cuba
was also discussed.
President
Wayne
Wilderman briefed the
Board on going to Yuma,
AZ for Workshop 2017.
Regional Directors Kim
Murphy - Region 4,
March/April 2016

•

•

Audrey LedgerwoodRegion
9,
Jack
Vandervalk-Region 11,
Florence Lutes-Region 3
and Sue SossamanRegion 10 gave updates
on happenings in their
regions.
Sue and Jamie Sossaman
agreed to once again
chair
the
By-laws
Committee for the 2016
IFF Convention
Our new IFF Secretary
Clement Dion briefed us
on his intention to make
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
his 2018 IFF Convention

Well folks, that’s about all I have
to say for now. Terry and I are
hoping to attend some of the
chapter conventions in the next
couple of months where we can
enjoy your company and share
some of your life experiences.

The sheriff of a small town was
also the town’s veterinarian.
One night the phone rang and
his wife answered. An agitated
voice inquired, “Is your husband
there?”
“Do you need his services as a
sheriff or as a vet?” the wife
asked.
“Both!” was the reply. “We can’t
get our dog’s mouth open and
there’s a burglar in it.”
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Continued from page 5-Queen
every single day. We had a
wonderful time.
We attended the Heartland
Convention in Brush, CO.
Congratulations to the new
officers and their new Hostess,
Luellen Landgren. I would like
to encourage all the women of
the organization to accept the
honor of being Queen for their
chapters. It is such a great
honor, and then leaving your
name in to represent the
organization on the IFF level. I
really can’t express how much
fun and the honor I feel
representing all the members.
We are looking forward to
attending several chapter
conventions in the next couple
of months. Redcap Monte and
I will be at the Kansas Chapter
Convention. The next weekend
I am flying to Iowa for the IA/
MO convention. It is only 15
miles from my mom’s so my
sister will be flying in and we
will be staying the next week
with Mom. Then in April, Monte
and I will be flying to Alberta
for their convention and then
onto Wisconsin. Then back
home for a few days before I fly
to the Mid Atlantic Convention.
Sounds busy, but the fun and
experience will all be worth it.

entertainment also - just haven’t
got that part figured out yet. I
know it will be a busy time for
most, but if you can come that
would be awesome. There is
plenty of room if you want to
bring your RV and park in the
drive. There is a Cobblestone
Inn and Suites at Eads, CO for
those who want to come early
or stay late. They have given
me a rate of $93.49, which
includes a full hot breakfast.
Eads is 21 miles east of Haswell
on Highway 96. We live 5 miles
North of Haswell, the
coordinates are N38’31.613',
W103’09.815'. For some reason
if you don’t put the coordinates
in,and just use our address your
GPS will send you south of
Haswell. There is an airport at
Eads, but it does not have
services. If you need fuel or
other services, please land at
Lamar or LaJunta and then
come to the Eads airport or call
and we will get you to Haswell.
If you need to call, Diana’s
number is 719-242-3816 and
Monte’s is 719-242-3817.
Since Easter is approaching, I
will leave you with this - Easter
is a time for sharing blessings.
Thank you for the blessing of
friendships and flying farmers.
Hope you have a wonderful
Easter.

I am going to have my Queen
Day at Haswell, CO on May 14.
We will have a meal at noon, the
equipment with be out of the
sheds, and always a lot of
visiting and we will have some
8
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Bacon Wrapped Smokies with
Brown Sugar and Butter
1 pound bacon, cut into thirds
1 pound Lil’ Smokies (small
sausages)
1 stick butter
2 cups brown sugar
Preheat over to 375o F. Cut the
bacon into thirds and wrap each
smokie with a strip. Place all
the wrapped smokies in a single
layer in a baking dish. Then
melt the stick of butter. Add 1
cup of brown sugar and stir until
mixed well. Pour the butter and
brown sugar mixture on the
wrapped smokies. Take the
other cup of brown sugar and
sprinkle evenly over the
smokies. Bake them for 15 –
20 minutes then turn the heat
up to 400o F for about 5 minutes
or longer until the bacon
becomes crispy.
Tamale Pie Casserole
1 lb. ground beef, browned
1 med. onion, chopped
1 (6 oz.) can tomato sauce
1 small bag Fritos
1 pkg frozen corn
¼ tsp. chili powder
Mix together and put all in
casserole. Top with black olives
and grated cheese (your
preference). Bake at 350o F for
30 minutes or until hot and
bubbly

NOTICE:

Thank You
May you know how deeply I have been moved
and comforted by your cards, emails and texts.
My heartfelt appreciation for the overwhelming
outpouring of prayers and virtual hugs
during the loss of my son. I am so touched
and blessed by your ongoing friendship and
caring!
Karen Bradd

Thank You
Ernest Thorp wishes to thank
everyone for the cards you
sent him in celebrating his
95th birthday. He received
over 130 cards most coming
from Flying Farmers . He
was very touched by each
and every one!

There will be NO
DOOR PRIZES given
at the 2016 IFF
Convention
in
Springfield with the
exception of 2 Early Bird
door prizes at the two
business meetings.
There will be NO
SILENT AUCTION. If
you wish to contribute
to this convention food
items and/or monetary
donations to IFF would
be most appreciated.

NEW DIRECTORY
Please send any
additional cell phones,
email addresses and
winter or summer
addresses you would
like included in the IFF
Directory to the IFF
office.
For questions please
call 217-489-9300

Ernest with his children L to R: Lewis, Marjorie,
Zelda, Carol and Nelson

March/April 2016
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2016 IFF Workshop
by Colette Pierce
Manitoba Flying Farmer

Sunday, January 24
Our home for the 2016 IFF
Workshop was the Flamingo
Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Registration began at 7PM in the Hospitality Room hostesses Terry
Wilderman & Cathy Scherler
Metro Suite. It was followed
by lots of visiting and snacks.
Clark County Children’s Choir
shared some beautiful songs
with us.
Following the
entertainment, Burl Scherler

interviewed the officers as a way
of introducing them to the
members.
When he was
finished,
Maris
Thomas
interviewed Burl. Later that
evening, a Board meeting was
held.

L to R: IFF Secretary Clément Dion is
interviewed by Burl Scherler

L to R: IFF Office Manager Pat Amdor
registers Maxine Lange

Clark County Children’s Choir

Monday, January 25
Registration began at 4PM,
followed by a meet and greet in
the Savoy Room. At 7PM, the

Visiting in Hospitality Room L to R: Harold
Sheathelm, Bob Lutes, Robert Voecks,
Don Zimbleman, Arlene Voecks, Ron
Wright.

10
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L to R: IFF Treasurer Alex Knox is interviewed by Burl Scherler

Worker pruning a fruit tree
Boarding the bus L to R: Ken Pierce, Kenneth & Gloria Reed

Orchard. This is part of the
University of Nevada Extension.

worker pruning some fruit trees.
Types of trees at the orchard
included apple, plum, pluot,
apricot, peach and more.

L to R: Burl Scherler interviews IFF Vice
President Zelda Lewis

Listening to guide at Master Gardner
Orchard L to R: Jack Jenkinson, Kay
Berghaus, Burl Scherler, Burgess &
Maxine Lange, Maurice McClure

L to R: Burl Scherler interviews Terry &
IFF President Wayne Wilderman
(Wayne couldn’t speak much above a
whisper so Terry answered for him)

The Master Gardener volunteers
keep the program going by
running a horticulture help line
and trying out new varieties of
fruits and vegetables. If they
find the varieties they are testing
to be hardy in Nevada, local
gardeners can purchase some
plants or cuttings or seek out
advice. Leaf crops like arugula
and kale were growing in the
greenhouse. I observed a

L to R: Maris Thomas doesn’t let Burl
Scherler get away without interviewing
him

Tuesday, January 26
Buses departed at 9AM sharp.
Our first stop was the Extension
Service Master Gardener

Touring the Master Gardners Orchard

March/April 2016

The special trenching tool

A really neat tool called a “Terra
Trenchner” was demonstrated
for us. It is chainsaw with a
narrow trenching attachment.

Using the trenching tool

After lunch on our own at a
large buffet, we toured Red
Rock Canyon. The Red Rock
Canyon National Conservation
Area is located just a few miles
west of Las Vegas and
encompasses 195,819 acres

The International Flying Farmer
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On the way to Red Rock Canyon, one of
the buses had a major problem

within the Mojave Desert. The
Aztec sandstone formations and
petroglyphs are a sight not to
be missed. Hundreds of miles
of hiking trails await the avid
hiker.

L to R: Bill & Ellen Valburg, Laurene &
Harold Sheathelm at the Red Rock Canyon Visitor’s Center

four boys singing on the streets
of New Jersey and progressed
to the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame. The life and times of
Frankie Vallie and the Four
Seminar speaker James Garriss
Seasons was superbly done with
most out of using Foreflight on
great hits from the 1950’s and
the iPad in the cockpit. Next was
James Garriss on weather. He
works with Browning World
Climate
and
presented
background on El Ninos and how
the overall world weather events
will shape our weather during
2016-17).
For
more
information, visit the website
www.BrowningClimate.com.
‘60’s which were very familiar to
most of our group.
The evening banquet was tasty
indeed. Following it, some
Wednesday, January 27
presentations were made. Past
IFF Queen Colette and Past IFF
After breakfast, there were
Duchess Rosella were presented
seminars to attend. Eric Kroiss,
with beautiful engraved jewelry
a retired Blackhawk Helicopter
boxes. IFF Vice President Zelda
pilot, presented iPad tips for
Thorp Lewis presented a slide
Pilots. He had good tips and
show on the 2016 IFF
valuable insight on getting the
Convention which will be held
in Springfield, Illinois.

L to R: Janice & Dave Tranberg and
Kim Murphy explore outside the Red
Rock Canyon Visitor’s Center

We arrived back at The Flamingo
in time for a well earned rest.
After supper, Flying Farmers met
up at The Paris Las Vegas Hotel
to attend The Jersey Boys
musical. The group started as

12
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John Goetter

The closing speaker was John
Goetter. He became NASA’s
reporter of choice for covering
space exploration news. He flew
the space shuttle simulator,
participated in scientific tests,
and spent 200 hours in zero
gravity. He was an engaging
speaker and had copies of his
books for sale after. For more
information, visit his website
www.JohnGetter.com.

L to R: Burl & Cathy Scherler, co-sponsors of past royalty gift; Past IFF Duchess
Rosella Bjornson, Past IFF Queen Colette Pierce, Pat & Norman Clapper, co-sponsors of past royalty gift

Harold & Laurene Sheathellm
IFF Queen Diana Billheimer announces
her day on May 14, 2016 at her farm
north of Haswell, CO

IFF Treasurer Alex Knox tells of his plans
for an Alaska cruise for the 2017 IFF Convention

Next year’s IFF Workshop will be
in Yuma, Arizona in January.
Treasurer Alex Knox is finalizing
details about the 2017 IFF
Convention. He is hoping to
have it aboard a cruise ship
bound for Alaska in July or
August. Stay tuned for more
information.

Standing L to R: Dave Tranberg, Don Jacobs, Ken Pierce, Joel Wharton, Kim Murphy.
Seated L to R: Janice Tranberg, Judy Jacobs, Colette Pierce, Tina Wharton, Sylvia
Murphy.

March/April 2016
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Any IFF gathering promotes
deep discussions. IFF Workshop
isn’t any different . . .

Sally & Don Apple, OH
L to R: IFF Duchess Merry Vandervalk,
IFF Queen Diana Billheimer

Sally Apple and Burl Scherler
in deep discussion

Monte & Diana Billheimer, KS
Alex Knox, AZ & Gary Stuckey, AZ

Larry King and Burgess Lange

Rosella Bjornson & Bill Pratt, AB

L to R: Kay Berghaus, Jack Jenkinson,
Terry Wilderman

Gene Shore and Luellen Landgren

Jerry & Davene Brown, VT

Mary & Don Althen, AB

L to R: Phyllis Lemons,
Kenneth & Gloria Reed

Pat Amdor & Desirae Crawford (Pat’s
Goddaughter), IL

14
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Margaret & Bill Bunger, HL

Mary Appel & Homer Doell, AZ
Pat & Norman Clapper, IL

Chris & Bob Clinesmith, WA
Joan Gillis, Alex Knox & Carl Gillis, AZ

Jim & Luellen Landgren, HL

Larry & Diane Dahl, MK

Sylvia & Clément Dion, SK
Jack Jenkinson & Kay Berghaus, KS

Mary Gruber, Maurice McClure & Art
Gruber, OH

Anita & Jim Meyer, IL

Don & Judy Jacobs, HL

Burgess & Maxine Lange, WA

Frank Kummerfeldt & Lorraine Gabel, OR

March/April 2016

Jeff Thompson, Wi & Karen Bradd, IL
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Kim & Sylvia Murphy, ON
Larry King, WA

Richard Lawton, WA

John & Audrey Ledgerwood, WA
Ken & Colette Pierce, MB
Zelda Lewis, IL

Florence & Bob Lutes. IN
Kenneth & Gloria Reed, MK
Molly Kinyon & Sue Salvo, OR

Carol & Phil Peterson, WI

Jim & Kay Riggan, KS
Harold & Laurene Sheathelm, MI
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Janet & Eugene Shore, KS

Merry & Jack Vandervalk, AB
Don & Ardie Zimbleman, MK

Robert & Arlene Voecks, MK
Bill & Janet Siegle, AB
Jeff Thompson & Zelda Lewis

Sue & Jamie Sossaman, AZ

Rosella Bjornson and Bill Pratt
Joel & Tina Wharton, DM

L to R: Karen Bradd, Pat Amdor, Zelda
Lewis, Alex Knox, Harold & Laurene
Sheathelm
Terry & Wayne Wilderman, AB
Dave & Janice Tranberg, DM

Ron & Helen Wright, AB

Bill & Ellen Valburg, MK

March/April 2016

L to R: Margaret & Bill Bunger, Norman &
Pat Clapper
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Special Feature

Ontario’s Mid-Winter Blues Party
by Mary Hawthorne
Ontario Flying Farmers
Imagine two planes from
Welland were able to fly to the
Mid-Winter Blues Party, planned
by Fred & Marilyn Bruinsma,
which was held in Goderich, on
the beautiful west coast of
Ontario! Early birds were able
to visit farmers’ market held at
the local museum in the
morning before checking into
the motel. An afternoon self
guided museum tour allowed us
to see many interesting items
including a locomotive, model
farm implements donated by a
local man, artifacts from the
Wexford, sunk in 1913, and a
street built of reclaimed
storefronts of a local town. An
informative film documentary of
the Goderich salt mines which
reach several kilometers under
Lake Huron and another one of
the great storm of 1913 were
enjoyed. The “weather witch” of
November hurled a hurricane of
great intensity and longevity
across the Great Lakes resulting
in much loss of life and ships.
Ringing the gong to welcome us
to his restaurant,”Pat & Kevin’s”,
the mayor of Goderich,
presented a delicious buffet
dinner. Huron county Warden
Paul Gowing stated his county
boasts 3 airports, is top county
18

for farm gate receipts and has
top production of hogs and white
pea beans. Since the theme of
the week-end was “Winning
Furrows” Queen Kate Higgins
and Princess of the Furrow,
Emily Terpstra, outlined how
they earned their titles and what
they have been involved in since
being crowned last fall.

Back L to R: Bill Hayden, Paul Gowing,
Dan Hayden. Front L to R: Barb
Desjardin, Kate Higgins, Emily Terpstra,
Brigette Hayden.

harvesting as the set-up began
for the match. By Wednesday
evening 45 antique tractors were
on the front lawn and much
other equipment for displays
was ready to unload. The rest
of the week saw much plowing
done culminating with an
awards banquet in their large
shop on Saturday.
Of course, in usual Flying Farmer
fashion, the evening culminated
with an ice cream social at the
spacious home of Fred & Marilyn
Bruinsma. Marilyn and her elves
had created baskets of Huron
County items which several lucky
people won.

Sunday morning we returned to
“Pat & Kevin’s” for a bountiful
breakfast. Neil & Brian McGavin
Bill & Dan Hayden, hosts of 2015 spoke about the planning that
Huron County’s plowing match, goes into hosting the
outlined the requirements and
work involved in hosting such
an undertaking. Their roots
reach back 125 years and they
now farm 1000 acres growing
corn, beans and wheat. Level
stubble ground required for
plowing means planning years
ahead of the event. Usually
harvest is complete in early
August but due to weather
Yvonne Martin & Ruth Lewis dip ice
constraints they were still cream
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I was playing tooth fairy when
my daughter suddenly woke up.
Seeing the money in my hand,
she cried out, “I caught you!”

Special Feature

I froze and tried to think of an
explanation for why I, instead
of the tooth fairy, was putting
the money under her pillow –
but her next words let me off
the hook.

Satisfied customers! L to R: Bill & Isabelle Cattle, Mildred Kernohan & Gwen Wilson
chat with Ruth Lewis

International Plowing Match
(IPM). Their property along with
close neighbours will host the
tented city in 2017. Many
committees and volunteers
spend hours preparing in the
years before the actual match.
Land leases, themes, logos and
committee heads are just the tip
of the planning necessary. Brian
explained how the judging of
the plowing is done, from the
opening split to the final line
beside your neighbor. The use
of GPS, lasers, walkie talkies and
outside help is illegal. A win at
the county level leads to the
Ontario level, then the Canadian
level and finally the world level.
This is an expensive pastime for
equipment must be maintained
and shipped where needed.
Time must be taken from work
and travel expenses have to be
considered.

Marilyn thanked the McGavins
for
their
informative
presentation. The executive
returned to the Bruinsma’s home
for a short executive meeting.
Beautiful weather accompanied
us all on our homeward journey.
Thanks to the Bruinsmas for a
great party.

Marilyn Bruinsma with Brian & Neil
McGavin

“You put that money back!” she
said indignantly. “The tooth
fairy left that for me!”

One Saturday, as Mom was
finishing the dinner dishes, my
father stepped up behind her.
“Would you like to go out, girl?”
he asked.
Not even turning around, my
mother quickly replied, “Oh, yes,
I’d love to!”
They had a wonderful evening,
and it wasn’t until the end of the
evening that Dad finally
confessed that his question had
actually been directed to the
family dog, lying near Mom’s feet
on the kitchen floor.

Whoever invented “knock knock” jokes should get a nobell prize.
Energizer Bunny arrested:
Charged with battery.
March/April 2016
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Conventions

Heartland Convention
by Darrell Lemons
Heartland Flying Farmer
First, let me thank all those
Flying Farmers & Ranchers and
guests for their attending the
2016 HFF&R Convention in
Brush Colorado on February 1214, 2016. Some of the
dignitaries in attendance were
IFF Past President Burl Scherler,
IFF Queen Diana Billheimer and
IFF Man of the Year Jack
Jenkinson. We were all
welcomed by the Brush Co
mayor Chuck Schanberger, the
President of the Chamber of
Commerce Lee Foley and the
Brush Chamber of Commerce
Pro Tem Mr Dan Scalise (“Mr
Dan” when it came to gathering
and forming tours, presentations
and entertainment).
It was perfect weather, like was
requested, for the just over 30
HFF&R members who gathered
on a sunny afternoon at the
Brush Country Club in Brush,
CO on the 12 th of February,
2016. Tours were planned for a
corn flaking operation but,
because of the conditions as a
result of a previous snow storm,
the business operation drive way
and apron was not the best for
human negotiation. The decision
was made to take up an optional
tour to the major power plant.
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Friday afternoon we were off to
the Pawnee Power plant that was
capable of generating 505
megawatts from one unit. This
is done from a fuel source of
low sulfur coal from a mine in
the Gillette, WY territory. The
plant went into commercial
operation in 1981 and then went
through more extensive
upgrading in the last few years.
The tour consisted, in part, of
an elevator ride up 15 levels. We
made an exit out the elevator
door just to step out and onto a
cat walk. Flying an airplane at
low level is short the rush of a
cat-walk some 15 floor levels off
the ground. What fun!

L to R: IFF Queen Diana Billheimer trades
her tiara for a hard hat with Ellen Valburg
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Our next stop was to the Eben
Ezer Lutheran Care Center in
Brush, CO. This beautiful chapel
serves as an elder care center. It
was constructed between 1916
and 1918, built in the tradition
of 13 th century churches in
Denmark that served as cloisters
and hospitals. Work started in
2008 to correct critical
deficiencies of the building. A
grant was obtained that allowed
the work plan to proceed and
so the project was completed in
2011. It was this chapel that had
a gorgeous and very beautiful
pipe organ. The pipe organ,
installed in 1920, is a Molier
organ from Hagerstown,
Maryland. Molier, a Danish

immigrant donated most of the
cost of the organ. It today
provides the sacred music for
worship services. Ellen Valburg
and our IFF WOY Margaret
Bunger could hardly resist the
invitation and chance to play this
magnificent musical piece that
went back for some 90 years.
So it was that we were gifted a
moment of awesome church
music. That was a moment to
never forget, for those two
ladies know how to present
music to remember them by.
There was so much talk and
questions with the tour guide as
everyone left, because of the
interest in the chapel and what
it represented.
Back to the Country Club where
we found two young ladies with
a slide presentation and samples
from Laprino Cheese Co plant
from Fort Morgan, CO. They
told of the company and how
and where all it had expanded
over the years. They have plant
locations that reached as far as
California to the west and
scattered locations in the plains
states.

acquired her collections and their
values today. The evening
ended with a reception with ice
cream and cake with Margaret
doing the honors of cutting the
cake.

Conventions

IFF WOY Margaret Bunger explains
her stamp collection

Margaret with her special cake

Saturday morning was the
business meeting. President
Part of Margaret’s button collection
Darrell opened the meeting with
bouquets of flowers and table the U.S. Flag Salute, the US and
decorations provided by Virginia Canadian Anthems, and the
and Howard Buehler. Margaret, Flying Farmers song. IFF Queen
being dedicated and devoted Diana Billheimer drew her own
that she is, honored the name for the ladies’ early bird
convention gathering with a door prize and Sid Scott was the
presentation with her collections winner of the men’s early bird
of stamps, buttons and sheet door prize.
music and their values. It was
interesting as to how she After lunch we were off to the
Fort Morgan Library/Museum to
learn of the one and only Glenn
Miller. He was born in 1904 in
the town of Clarinda, IA. His
family moved around and settled

Darrell & Phyllis Lemons enjoy the
cheese samples

The evening of the 12 th of
February, 2016 belonged to the
charming IFF WOY, Margaret
Bunger. There were Lovely

Darrell Lemons presents Margaret with
a plaque from the Heartland Chapter

March/April 2016
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in Fort Morgan, CO in 1918. He
was a very gifted athlete and
had the aptitude for much
greater things. He was known
as an American band musician,
arranger, composer and band
leader in the swing era. His
recordings were in the top ten
during the big band era. The best
selling artist of 1939-1943
leading one of the best known
big bands with songs: “In The
Mood” and “Moon Light
Serenade” to name just a few.
In 1944 he was in the army and
he was lost in a flight over the
English Channel.

Conventions
President, Luellen Landgren,
Secretary, Dwayne Margritz,
Treasurer, Darrell Lemons Past
President, Margaret Bunger,
Newsletter Editor, Beverly
Weston, Newsletter Editor
Assistant. They represent the
chapter and the support of the
chapter that wishes them the
best.

L to R: Phyllis Lemons, Zelda Lewis received the award for traveling the farthest to the Heartland Convention,
Darrell Lemons.

The convention ended with a
church service based on “love”
by Burl Scherler. His message
was very fitting for a “Valentine”
Sunday morning.
Congratulations go out to the
new Man and Woman of the
Year, Burl and Cathy Scherler.
The HFF&R officers for the year
of 2016 to 2017 are Beth Scott,
President, Karen Hoffman, Vice

L to R: Dwayne Margritz presents Heartland WOY plaque to Cathy Scherler and
Heartland MOY plaque to Burl Scherler

Heartland Officers L to R: IFF Vice President Zelda Lewis, installing officer; President
Beth Scott, Vice President Karen Hoffman, Secretary Luellen Landgren, Treasurer
Dwayne Margritz, Newsletter Editor Margaret Bunger
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Heartland Hostess Luellen Landgren

Crismans Celebrate
60th Wedding Anniversary
married. Roy served in many officer positions
over the years and Geraldine served as Queen as
well.
Roy owned several planes over the years, taught
many students to fly, sold lots and lots of aircraft
as an aircraft dealer, flew SD Game Fish & Parks
personnel on wildlife counts, provided charter
service for many over the years. Roy operated
the Wagner Airport from 1958 to 1998 – 40 years.
Beginning in the late 1940s, he gave airplane
rides at Wagner over the Labor Day weekend for
1-2 cents a pound or 50-cents a foot in height –
to hundreds of people including several
generations of the same families. Roy has
accumulated over 25,000 hours of flight time over
a 58-year period. Roy received the DOT FAA
Wilbur Wright “Master Pilot” Award in 2005 and
the SDPA presented a “Wright Brothers Master
Pilot Spouse Award” to Geraldine Crisman in
recognition of her support of her husband’s flying
career.

Roy and Geraldine Crisman of Wagner, SD
celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary on
February 11th, 2016. Roy began flying in a J-3
Cub at the Wagner Airport in 1946 under the GI
Bill. He soloed in June 1947 and earned his license
in September 1947, going on to earn a commercial
rating in 1953, a multi-engine rating in 1961,
and an instrument rating in 1974. Roy started
crop spraying in a Piper PA18 at Wagner in 1956.
Roy joined the International Flying Farmers (IFF)
in 1947 and Geraldine joined soon after they were Greetings may be sent to PO Box 356, Wagner,
SD 57380.

Who remembers these?

March/April 2016
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Illinois Welcomes You!
2016 IFF Convention – Part 3
Oh the Places You Will Go
Welcome to the great state of Illinois…to Sangamon County, to the city of Springfield on July 17,
2016!
On Monday, July 18 you are going to be leaving Sangamon County traveling through Logan
County and stopping in DeWitt County where you will be visiting the North American research
center for Syngenta for Soybeans and Corn Trials. We will be traveling in 3 different busses and a
staggered schedule.

An early morning arrival will find you at the main office
building of Syngenta which you will enter and register.
You will be taken to a conference room where the site
manager, Tyson Walters, will give us our safety
information (OSHA requirement). He will then give you
the plan of what you will see which will include state of
the art growth rooms. You will be meeting corn and
soybean plant breeders from all over the world. Your
trip to lunch at Nelson Thorp’s farm will enable you to
see the research plots next to his geo thermal shed.
Syngenta bought the Thorp Seed Company in 2004 plus 6 other seed companies for the Golden
Harvest seed brand which they have retained for corn. Northrup King and Garst hybrids were also
acquired by Syngenta in this same time frame. Syngenta kept the NK brand of soybeans.
Lunch will be served at Nelson Thorp’s geo thermal shed/hangar. You will dine on a fried chicken
lunch and be able to see Ernest Thorp’s 182 as well as Nelson’s many, many interests. Nelson will
present a seminar on Tuesday afternoon at the hotel on the construction of his shed/hangar.
24
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WEDNESDAY, July 20 you will be seeing a few sites of Springfield
starting with Lincoln’s Tomb on three busses on a staggered schedule.
It’s a monument for a president and a
tomb for a family. Lincoln died from
an assassin’s bullet April 15, 1865.
His wife Mary requested his remains
be buried in Springfield. You will learn
while at the tomb the controversy
over the location, design, construction and reconstruction of the
tomb site as well as the counterfeit gang who tried to steal the
president’s remains.
After the tomb you will travel to the War Memorials as a part of this same cemetery honoring Viet
Nam, Korea and WW II. You can get off the bus and read the time line of WW II, listen to the
Carillon at the Korean memorial and view the Viet Nam honor wall.

World War II Memorial

Korean War Memorial

Viet Nam War Memorial

After lunch we will be going to the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum. You will have a docent
led tour which will take through the White House and a viewing of Mrs. Lincoln’s gowns that she
wore for his inauguration.

The first tour is scheduled for 1PM with the 2 other tours following. You will be able to stay at the
museum at your leisure with a bus ready to take you back to the hotel when you are ready. The last
bus will leave the museum at 4PM.
March/April 2016
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Special Feature

My Old Horse Tale
by Diana Ham
Vermont Flying Farmer

Once, a long time ago, Nibbles,
the Cross’s work horse, got
away. They had a dairy farm a
couple of miles south on Route
144. I was washing dishes,
absent-mindedly looking out
that window over the sink
toward the big maple. The three
children were in school All of a
sudden, this huge, HUGE horse
runs in front of the tree, like in
slow motion, and canters across
the yard. What a shock! I went
out and finally caught him, and
he turned out to be gentle and
hungry. His hooves were as big
as trash can covers, however,
and I had trouble avoiding them
on our walk to the barn. The
barn is just south of the little
farm house. So I put the huge
horse in the adjoining stall next
to our little old pony, Dillon.
Then I used the phone to find
out who owned this impressive
piece of horse flesh. I was also
fervently hoping that they would
want him back!
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The two “boys” in the barn
weren’t getting along very well.
Nibbles, who had been aptly
named, was enjoying himself by
busily and precisely eating every
scrap of hay, straw and bedding
he could find both on and inbetween the old uneven boards
of the barn floor. He had made
short work of the sweet grain
and hay I had heaped in the
crib. (I doubt if Dillon had gotten
so much as a crumb of that
delicious grain.) Every time
Nibbles touched Dillon, which
was probably by mistake, Dillon
(who couldn’t see very well)
would squeal like a stuck pig.
There was a lot of squealing
going on. Looking back, it was
funny – just another farm
adventure for the resilient single
parent/mom. And it turned out
well. The neighbor’s boy came
within an hour or so and got
Nibbles. The family was very
grateful to have their horse back,
none the worse for wear. And,
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I was sort of glad to see him go
as was Dillon and the barn floor!
A year or so later, our wonderful
buddy Dillon, who was nearing
twenty and had reached his time,
had to be put down. The vet
came and assisted us. The
children and I were by the
Bartlett pear tree in the east
field, which was the spot that
Dillon had chosen. Each child
had brought a coverlet of his
choice to put on the pony for
his journey.
The same
neighbor’s boy, now a man, had
come with an enormous
machine to help us bury Dillon.
He said that it was a thank you
for my help long ago.
So, now you know my tale of
two memorable horses – and the
helpful farm boy.

What’s next? Aftermath of ATC Privatization Battle
Aeromedical and aircraft certification reform, hangar use among priorities
February 26 – After Thursday’s announcement by leadership in the House of Representatives that
ATC privatization is dead, EAA continues to focus on moving forward with the elements of the bill
that are important to general aviation, including reforms in aeromedical and aircraft certification, as
well as hangar-use policy, that were included in the original House FAA reauthorization bill.
“First, it’s important to thank every EAA member who raised a voice in opposition to ATC privatization.
Those thousands of voices were vitally important and made a difference on a matter that would
have been devastating to general aviation,” said EAA CEO/chairman Jack Pelton. “This win allows us
to focus on the issues that are tremendously important to the GA community and to EAA members.
We have already started that work to make sure the provisions that lower barriers to the freedom of
flight are kept alive in future legislation that is being drafted as we speak.”
The Senate is already drafting its own FAA reauthorization bill that does not contain the ATC
privatization provisions, instead focusing on matters that have broad agreement. The Senate
Commerce Committee plans to introduce its own reauthorization bill in the next week or so and that
bill could progress to the Senate floor as early as April. EAA has been working with senators to
ensure that the next bill includes issues of importance to general aviation. While the Senate plans to
move quickly, it is highly unlikely that a bill will advance by the end of March when the current FAA
funding extension expires. Thus, a short-term continuing resolution to maintain FAA funding is
necessary.
The end of the ATC privatization threat for the time being puts aeromedical reform back to center
stage of priorities. The Senate by unanimous consent passed aeromedical reform language as part
of the Pilot’s Bill of Rights 2 in December. EAA, AOPA and other GA organizations are working hard
to ensure that language is included in any Senate FAA reauthorization bill.
“The Senate told us point-blank in December how far it would go on medical reform, and House
opposition was mounting to broader medical language in the now-defunct FAA reauthorization bill,”
Pelton said. “The Senate has already unanimously passed its legislation on this matter, so EAA aims
to see it fully included in any Senate FAA reauthorization measure. We will also look for every
possible opportunity for more favorable language now and in the future.”
Other areas that were included in the original House Aviation Innovation, Reform and Reauthorization
(AIRR) Act, such as Part 23 aircraft certification reform and full acknowledgement of active
homebuilding as an aeronautical activity for airport hangar use, are also among EAA’s priorities
when meeting with senators and their staffs.
We will continue to update EAA members as this fast-moving story develops further.
March/April 2016
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‘Round the Regions

By Florence Lutes
Indiana Flying Farmer
The 2016 IFF Workshop hosted
by Burl & Cathy Scherler, IFF
Past President is now history.
There
were
ninety-four
members attend, and the
Flamingo was our home for
several days. We arrived on
Saturday along with Art & Mary
Gruber, and Sunday we toured
the Hoover Dam. Bob and I
were there years ago, and we
got to see more then, in that
tour; but Bob wanted to go
again especially to see the new
bridge. From our room on the
twenty-third floor of the
Flamingo, we could see the court
yard, where they also perform
wedding ceremonies, and the
‘High-Roller’. Several members
took rides, some at night and
some in the day time.
Monday evening was a casual
get-together with registration in
the Officer’s Suite. Tuesday, our
bus tour took us to the UNLV/
UNR Research Farm. We saw
and heard how they prepare the
desert soil to raise fruit trees,
grapes, hops, and some
vegetable plots. They also have
honey bees for pollination. A
28

lot of volunteers were utilized in
the operation.
They are
promoting ‘Farm to Table’
concept and water conservation.
We had lunch at a casino
between the Research Farm and
our other stop at Red Rock
Canyon.
This area was
designated
a
National
Conservation Area in 1990; it is
a small part of the Mojave
Desert. Our bus guide was very
informative and pointed out
various places and told how the
area has changed through the
years. Tuesday evening we
attended the ‘Jersey Boys’ show
at the Paris Las Vegas Hotel. This
told the story of Frankie Valli’s
life and several songs that he
sang. Wednesday morning was
seminars: iPad Tips for Pilots
and The Climate. The banquet,
was Wednesday evening with
Speaker, John Goetter, a
reporter, broadcaster, and author
of three books, “Moonwalkers”.
He had worked closely with the
astronauts. His books all relate
to ‘Untold stories of the Space
Race, Space Shuttle, and Space
Exploration”.
Thursday
morning we said our good-byes
and rode with Carl & Joan Gillis
to their winter home at Queen
Valley for a couple of days, then
to our granddaughter’s home in
Casa Grande. We arrived back
in Venice, Florida about midnight
on February 4th, thanks to Mary
Gruber’s taxi service from Fort
Myers.
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Florida Flying Farmers met
January 15 th at the Sebring
Airport “Runway Café”. Bunny
and Herb Call made the
arrangements, to meet at 1:00
pm, which would allow the local
clientele to be out of the way
for our group. We ordered off
the menu.
A good group
attended in spite of heavy rain
in several areas in the morning.
President Sally Apple conducted
the business meeting. Members
approved sending $250 to IFF
toward the Convention in
Springfield, IL.
Members of the Indiana Chapter
who were in the Sarasota, FL
area met for lunch on January
19 at the Der Dutchman
Restaurant. Truman and Joyce
Miller then hosted us for more
visiting and dessert. Among
those attending were Bob &
Donna Miller and Nevoy &
Shirley Culp who had just
arrived recently in Florida.
Others attending were Bob &
Florence Lutes, Virgil & Doris
Shultz and houseguests, George
& Judy Conard.
The Florida Flying Farmers met
February 15th at the lovely home
of Don & June McMann at
Lakeland, FL. We were unable
to attend, but from Mary Gruber’s
pictures there was a good group.
Norman and Pat Clapper (IL)
planned their trip to Florida so
they could attend. The most
recent Florida snowbirds, Nevoy
and Shirley Culp were also in
attendance.

Mark your calendars now
for the IFF Convention July
17-21 in Springfield, IL;
there will be lots to do, see, and
learn history of the area, and
Abraham Lincoln’s life.

‘Round the Regions
demand. One bottle of wine had
many takers!! Just goes to show
you, you had better not be
fooled by the packaging! The
wine had been consumed!

Our past president, Adrian
Verburg was the lucky winner of
a beautifully handmade
Christmas table runner with
matching placemats made and
donated by our hostess, Sharon
Spurgeon. President Kim
Murphy presided over a short
By Mary Hawthorne business meeting.
Ontario Flying Farmer

Ruth Lewis, Rita Ketelaars & Anne
Donkers chat with Hortense Verburg
(quilt hanging in background made by
Sharon Spurgeon)

OFF Christmas Party
Twenty-four Ontario Flying
Farmers gathered at the festively
decorated home of Sharon
Spurgeon in Thorold on
Saturday, November 21 to enjoy
a bountiful dinner of turkey and
ham with all the trimmings. Of
course desserts were plentiful
with butter tarts to tempt us.
Following this filling repast a fun
gift exchange was enjoyed. Only
thing was you never knew when
you might lose your carefully
chosen gift. Chocolate and
homemade cookies were in high

L to R: Doug Wilcox, Bill & Isabelle Cattle
and Carol Wilcox chatting before dinner

By Marilyn Arneson
Minnkota Flying Farmer
MINNKOTA FLYING
FARMERS CHRISTMAS
PARTY
Adrian with his prize of a table runner

Although the weather forecast
was intimidating with snow and
high winds we had great driving
conditions. Because we stopped
to spend the evening with our
daughter, Julie, we did
encounter snow about 30
kilometers from home. Although
the plows were working some
vehicles did find the ditch.
Fortunately our vehicle liked the
road and by morning our
outdoor table was wearing a 6inch snow cap!
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December 12, 2015 sixteen
people gathered at McMillan’s
Restaurant in Willmar, Minnesota
for our annual Christmas Party.
After a delicious meal, we all
attended the Willmar Assembly
of God Church for their dramatic
musical “A Time for Christmas.”
Following the wonderful
production, we returned to
McMillan’s for pie and coffee and
more visiting. This is the
seventh time we have attended
this musical as our Christmas
gathering. Gene Payne is the
organizer for the event each
time, including a special rate at
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The following recipe was taken
from the IFF Cookbook shown
below. The date inside said
November 1988.

Minnkota Flying Farmers Left to Right, back row: Kenneth Reed, Bob Voecks, Ellen
Valburg, Jerome Arneson, Marilyn Arneson, Don Zimbleman, Ardie Zimbleman
Second Row: Norma Engebretson, Ann Ellefson, Arlene Voecks, Carol Winter, Erwin
Winter, Mary Claussen, Ron Claussen. Front row: Earle Geide, Gene Payne, Gloria
Reed, Bill Valburg.

a nearby motel. Several stay
overnight and continue visiting
over breakfast the next morning.
Many thanks Gene for organizing
this fun event.

Flying Farmer Granola
Betty Simpson, Ontario
The following nutritious mix can be eaten with milk as a cereal,
used in granola cookie recipes, or eaten dry in an emergency. It’s
easily carried in a plane or trailer, and makes a satisfying breakfast
at convention.

A motorist, after being bogged You need approximate quantities of the following or substitutes:
down in a muddy road, paid a
4 c. rolled oats
1 c. bran
passing farmer $25 to pull him
1 c. coconut
1 c. soya flour
out with his tractor. After he
1 c. wheat germ or wheat flour
was back on dry ground, he said If available add:
to the farmer, “At those prices, I
1 c. sunflower seeds
½ c. sesame seeds
should think you would be
1 c. mixed nuts
pulling people out of the mud
day and night.”
Mix dry ingredients. Heat together ½ c. oil, ½ c. honey, 1 tsp.
maple syrup or other flavoring. Add heated mixture to dry
“Can’t do it,” replied the farmer. ingredients and mix well. Spread on greased baking sheets. Bake
“At night, I haul water for the at 300o F for 40 minutes, stirring occasionally. Remove from
hole.”
oven and add raisins and chopped dates. Stir while cooling. When
completely cooled, store in air tight container.
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INSPIRING WOMEN TO BE PART OF AVIATION COMMUNITY GOAL OF
EAA AIRVENTURE OSHKOSH 2016 EVENTS
WomenVenture, Women Soar You Soar bring together women aviators, top speakers

EAA AVIATION CENTER, OSHKOSH, Wisconsin — (March 3, 2016) — Two activities during EAA AirVenture
Oshkosh 2016, the “World’s Greatest Aviation Celebration,” will help introduce and inspire women of all ages
to engage and participate in the world of flight. The 64th annual Experimental Aircraft Association fly-in
convention is July 25-31 at Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh.
The Women Soar You Soar event for high-school age girls takes place on July 24-27 and connects these
young women with successful mentors involved in aviation and aeronautical sciences. Meanwhile, the
WomenVenture gathering in Oshkosh brings together women aviators of all ages for weeklong programming
and an opportunity to share their bond in the world of flight.
“Less than 10 percent of all active pilots are women and as EAA is committed to grow participation in
aviation, it is absolutely vital that we welcome and break down barriers for everyone who wants to pursue
their dreams of flight,” said Janine Diana, EAA’s vice president of people and culture. “As the aviation world
gathers at Oshkosh each summer, it provides an unmatched opportunity for us to gather and celebrate
those women who are achievers in our community while encouraging those who want to be a part of it.”
Women Soar You Soar welcomes girls entering grades nine through 12 in a day camp setting. It links these
young people with mentors and positive role models for inspiration, participation and fun. Registration is just
$75 and is open to girls through June 1, with registration including programming, meals, and weeklong
admittance to EAA AirVenture Oshkosh. The program is made possible through support from Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University, Women in Aviation International, and Boeing. More information and registration
materials are available at www.EAA.org/WomenSoar.
WomenVenture has grown to a full week of programming throughout the grounds, with complete schedules
still being finalized. Wednesday, July 27, will be a day of celebration within AirVenture’s “aviation family
reunion” culture. It will include the Women in Aviation breakfast at 8 a.m. and annual group photo on Boeing
Plaza at 11 a.m., plus the WomenVenture Power Lunch at EAA’s Theater in the Woods with two dynamic
speakers:
U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Meagan Flannigan, a highly decorated and carrier-rated naval aviator who is currently
an instructor pilot with the Navy’s VFA-106 unit; Vanessa Christie, a U.S. Navy combat veteran pilot who
flew and instructed in the F-14 Tomcat. She is currently Vice President of Strategic Development for
Prevailance Aerospace LLC.
More information and registration materials are available at www.EAA.org/WomenVenture.
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Ardith Zimbleman
1934 - 2015
Ardith
Jean
(Swanson)
Zimbleman passed away
January 31, 2016 in Mesa,
Arizona at Banner Heart
Hospital. Ardith was known by
Ardie. She was born January 29,
1934 to Lawrence and Norma
(Taplin) Swanson of Fairmont
MN. She graduated from
Fullerton Public school, where
she met her husband Don
Zimbleman. Ardie received her
Elementary Education degree
from UND-EB and taught in
public school. She and Don were
married in Fullerton at the Union
Church on October 1, 1954.
Ardie and Don were blessed with
three
children
Donnell,
Lawrence, and Donald.
Ardie served on many boards,
was ND Flying Farmer Queen,
Region 5 Flying Farmer Director,
and a member of Trinity English
Lutheran church of LaMoure.
Ardie’s love of family was always
first. She enjoyed flowers,
painting pictures, flying with
Don, and she was always the
ultimate hostess. Don and Ardie
celebrated their 61st wedding
anniversary last fall. Ardie
enjoyed the time she and Don
spent as snowbirds in Mesa, AZ.
Ardith Zimbleman was preceded
in death by her parents, stepdad,
one brother Lawrence E.
Swanson, one son Lawrence A.
Zimbleman, one grandson, and
one great grandson.
She is survived by her husband
Donald G. Zimbleman; daughter
Donnell Walstead of Forman, her
son Donald K. Zimbleman of
Fullerton; six grandchildren; ten
great grandchildren. She is also
survived by her brother Carl
Swanson, Hugo, MN and sister
Carol Cruz, Isle, MN.
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Memorial
John J. Meerwarth, Sr.
1931 - 2016
John J. Meerwarth, Sr., 84, of
Eagle Bridge, passed away,
February 20, 2016, at his
residence, surrounded by family.
Born March 30, 1931, in
Cambridge, NY, he was the son
of the late Fremont H.
Meerwarth, Sr. and Nora Andrew
Meerwarth.
John attended Cambridge
Central School and worked on
his family farm until he started
his pilot career as the Fixed Base
Operator of the Bennington
Vermont Airport. He also
managed a Charter service and
a flight school. John later
purchased a farm in White Creek
and began farming again until
retiring in 1993. He then drove
school bus for Cambridge
Central School.

Stewart Simpson
1921 - 2016
On Monday, February 22, 2016,
Stewart Simpson of Glencoe, ON
passed away at the age of 94
years. Son of the late Fred and
Jemima (McEachren) Simpson.
Brother to Frances McCallum,
late Doug Simpson, Dorothy
Parker (Harvey) and Ina Nelms.
Survived by his children Mary
Simpson, Margaret Mueller and
the late Peter Simpson and their
mother Betty Simpson, six
grandchildren and two great
grandchildren.

Stew started farming full time
with his Dad and brother Doug
at the age of 13 and continued
farming actively until his death.
He was the first president of
Glencoe Junior Farmers and
threw himself into the poultry
business, being one of the early
farmers to specialize in egg
layers. Stew grew all the grain
for his hens and made his own
John was a member of the
feed. He was the first farmer in
Center White Creek Baptist
Church; a charter member of Ontario to roast soybeans for
the Vermont Flying Farmers; a poultry feed.
member of both the Cambridge
and Bennington Flying Clubs and He learned to fly in the late
a member of a hunting club in 1950s and was a founding
member of the Ontario Flying
Sabattis, NY.
Farmers, serving as president for
John is survived by his wife, both the local Ontario chapter
Ronna Marrazzo Meerwarth, as well as the International Flying
whom he married November 30, Farmers.
1975; his children, Joyce
DiGennaro of Bennington, VT, In his late 70s he transitioned
Jean Austin of Bennington, VT, from eggs to cattle, moving to
John “Jack” Meerwarth, Jr. of the Old River Farm, an original
Eagle Bridge, NY, Tracey Way of Simpson settler farm on the
Myrtle Beach, SC and Jeremy Thames River across from where
Meerwarth of Bennington, VT. he grew up. He was very proud
He is also survived by his brother, to introduce the pure North
Fremont Meerwarth of Eagle Devon cattle breed into Canada,
Bridge and a sister, Jane Jepson a breed with the ability to thrive
of
Rutland.
Eleven on grass, with superior gains in
grandchildren, five great harsh climates.
grandchildren also survive.
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Chapter Supplies Available
through IFF -- New Prices!
Queen’s Tiara
Trophy
WOY Pin
Queen’s Pin
(w/year guard)
Year Guard

$45.00
$50.00
$10.00

__________
__________
__________

$45.00
$22.00

__________
__________

TOTAL

$_________

Additional Info:

Send check for the amount of supplies
ordered -- indicate year for the trophy
and pin under “Additional Info”. Please
allow 6 weeks for the trophy, tiara and
pins, and 3-4 weeks for the WOY pin.

New
Magazine
Calendar
Deadlines

IFF Correspondents: Make note of
the following deadlines for upcoming
issues of the International Flying
Farmer magazine.
Issue
January/February
March/April
May/June
July/August
September/October
November/December

Deadline
Jan. 1
Mar. 1
May 1
July 1
Sept. 1
Nov. 1

NOTICES

Name: ________________________
Address: ______________________
_____________________________

Your announcement could go here

City: _________________________
State/Prov: ____________________
Zip/Postal: ____________________
mail check and order form to:
International Flying Farmers
P.O. Box 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

This space is
available

If you submit an article that has
been published in another publication, you must also submit permission from the publication in which
it appeared as well as permission
from the writer of the article. These
permissions must be in writing or
the article cannot be printed in the
IFF magazine.

NOTICES
IFF Memorial Scholarship
Fund Donations
All contributions are fully
deductible for IRS tax
purposes since the IFF
Memorial Scholarship Fund
is a 501 (c)(3) charitable
institution. They should be
sent to:
IFF Past Presidents
c/o Robert Lutes
71705 CR 23
New Paris, IN 46553

THINK ABOUT NOMINATIONS FOR:
IFF MAN OF THE YEAR
IFF WOMAN OF THE YEAR
AIRPORT OPERATOR OF THE YEAR
THEY ARE DUE MAY 31, 2016 ! !

Do you have a notice
that you would like to
share?

NAME __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

SPOUSE ________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

CHILD __________________________________________________________
Last

First

Middle

Birth date

Pilot ratings/total pilot hours

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________

IFF New Member DUES:
$50 as an introductory offer
Includes enrollment for pilot, spouse &
all children living at home.

____________________________________________________
TELEPHONE ____________________ CELL PHONE __________________
EMAIL ________________________________________________________
OCCUPATION _____________________ PRINCIPLE CROP ____________
AIRCRAFT ____________________________________________________
Year

Make

Model

N-number

Make checks payable to
International Flying Farmers
Mail to:
INTERNATIONAL FLYING FARMERS
P.O. BOX 309
Mansfield, IL 61854

LANDING STRIP _______________________________________________
Length-direction

Direction from town

Who told you about IFF? _______________________________________
Contributions or gifts to IFF are not tax deductible as charitable contributions.
IFF Liability Disclaimer
The International Flying Farmers (IFF) and its representatives hereby make notification they have no authority and take no responsibility or control
for: 1-the safety of members or guests, 2-the qualifications of individuals to operate aircraft or other forms of transportation, 3-the situations when
individuals should or should not fly, and 4-the type of transportation or manner of transportation in which members or guests choose to use.
Members and guests are solely responsible for their own safety and the safety of their families. No liability is assumed or implied by the IFF, its
Officers, Directors, or Chapter Officers.

HISTORY
International Flying Farmers is an organization of
families with a mutual interest in the promotion and
use of airplanes in agriculture. The organization,
founded in 1944, consists of state and provincial
chapters throughout North America. While originally
founded by farmers and ranchers who owned aircraft,
the membership now consists of individuals from all
walks of life, from storeowners and factory workers
to bankers and lawyers. Direct involvement in
agriculture or aviation is not, in and of itself, a
requirement for membership.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the organization is: To create and
maintain a compact representative and centralized
organization with a spirit of cooperation and mutual
helpfulness among its members; to explore and
emphasize the importance of flying and the use of
the airplane in agricultural production, including the
breeding, raising and feeding of livestock; and to
engage in research and extension service, including
publishing magazines or other periodicals to
disseminate among its members information
pertaining to the purposes of the organization.

